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LOW-COST RADIO IN BIG PAYO 





Vauders Drive to Get Paid at All 


Benefits; K.0. the Theatre Authority 


4 conference early this 
between Henry Dunn, American 
Guild of Variety Artists’ treasurer. 
and Bob Weitman, Paramount the- 


atre, N. Y., managing director, re 
sulted in an agreement wherebs 
AGVA would permit Weitman to 


run the Mt. Sinai Synagogue bene 
fit slated for tonight (Wed.) at the 
Academy ot Music, Brooklyn. In 
return, Weitman told Dunn that 
he would not chairman any more 
benefits without permission from 
MCGVA even though Theatre Au- 


thority clearance had been pre- 
viously issued. 
Crackdown on the Mt. Sinai 


(Brooklyn) benefit was the result 
of AGVA’s feeling that too many 
free shindigs have been held re- 
cently to the detriment of per 
formers and show business ai 
large. AGVA is now clearing iis 
own benefits in an effort to elimi- 
nate promoters who get as much as 
50% of tree-shows’ gross. It’s been 
AGVA's contention that as long as 
promoters get most of the cream 


weeks 





St. Louis Honors Handy 
lor Famous Blues Tune 


St. Louis, May 24. 
William C. Handy, whose “St 
Louis Blues” has brought fame to 


Missouri’s metropolis, will be me- 
morialized in the permanent im- 
provements in the riverfront Jef- 
ferson Memorial National Park, ac- 
cording to plans by Joseph M. 
Darst, St. Louis’ newly elected 
mayor. 

Darst 
would 


reveals Handy said he 
furnish the old piano on 
which he composed the famous 
ditty and other objects connected 


with his work. 


Billy Rose Mulled 
As Director Of 





off the top, and musicians, stage-. 


hands, the hall, caterers and others 
are paid, then the performer 
should also get his fee. 

As a result, in a quartet of bene- 
fits held last week at Madison 
Square Garden, N. Y., three shows 

(Continued on page 47) 





Benny’s Once-a-Month 


Kinescoped TV Show 
Set for Lucky Strike 


Jack Benr: will do at least one 
live televisio.. show a month start- 
ing in the fall for American To- 
bacco, to augment the ciggie firm's 
weekly program built around come- 
dienne Martha Raye. N. W. Ayer ad 
agency, which handles the account, 
last week put Miss Raye under op- 
tion but has not yet decided on the 
format of her show. 

Lucky wants Benny to concen- 
trate on his Sunday night radio 
Stanza and thus the TV program 
will 
basis. If it is found that he has 
time enough to do more than one 
TV show each month, then the 
schedule might be stepped up to 
a bi-weekly basis. Show will be 
kinescoped on the Coast for show- 

(Continued on page 54) 





Berles Remarrying 


Joyce Matthews and Milton Berle 
will remarry June 16, and the next 
day leave 
comedian’s Warner Bros. picture 
deal to make “Always Leave Them 


” 


Laughing. ~.. 
Miss Matthews, an_ actress, 
divorced Berle almost two vears 
ago when she found she couldn't 
reconcile her domestic life with 
his career. They had been mar- 
ried six years. They have an 
adopted three-year-old daughter, 
Victoria. 


remain on an experimental | 


for the Coast and the | 


Aussie’s 96 Expo 


Sydney, May 17. 

Civic authorities and other local 
‘leaders are reported planning an 
invite to Billy Rose to set up en- 
tertainment for an_ international 
‘exhibition here in 1956.  Exhib 
would inelude all Aussie industry, 
but also the greatest entertainment 
pageants ever staged here, trom 
aquacades to Shakespeare. 

Understood that top local show- 
men, like Sir Ben Fuller, have 
given Rose a terrific boost to the 
authorities. who'll soon be laying 
down blueprints for the 1956 event, 
which is planned to link with the 


(Continued on page 20) 





Blevins Davis’ Cultural 
Pitch for Rus.-U.S. Amity 


Blevins Davis, legit and ballet 
producer and “angel,” has offered 
to finance a month’s visit of Ballet 
Theatre to the Soviet Union, to 
facilitate exchange of arts and in- 
crease goodwill between U. S. and 
the USSR. Offer was made about 
two months ago to the Russian 
Embassy in Washington, with 
Davis agreeing to pay all costs, 
including transportation, — living 
|expenses and salaries of the 60- 
'member troupe. Soviets would 
‘get the entertainment free, profits 
if any to go to the USSR. Troupe 
was offered for month of Septem- 
ber or October. Estimated cost to 
Davis would be over $100,000. 

Not having heard from the Em- 
Davis phoned it Monday 
informed that a replys 

was on its way, and would be re- 
ceived today (Wed.) or tomorrow. 

No indication of its nature was re- 
vealed. Davis is sponsoring visit 
ot the Virginia State Theatre to 

Denmark this spring to do a pro- 
duction of “Hamlet” at Eisinore, 
,;and has backed Broadway legiters 


bassy, 


(23), to be 


oF UNG 


TON ond 


By GEORGE ROSEN 











The era of top-budgeted radio 


shows, regardless of name value, is 
vanishing. The _ unprecedented 
number of topflight personalities 


programs getting 
tickets from 
sharply re- 
radio’s heavy 


expensive 
their cancellation 
sponsors this season 
flects the thinking of 
bankrollers. 

Clients are no longer 
plunk down $20,000, or 


and 


willing to 
even $15.- 


000, a week for a star-name pro- 
gram. This is a buyer’s market, 
and the advertising agencies and 


the sponsors will talk terms only 
if there’s a $5,000-to-$7,500 price 
tag attached. Even $10,000-a-week 
packages, regardless of their 
Hooper in the past, are getting 
much greater deliberation. 

The necessity of siphoning off 
radio coin for television (despite 
the limited and restricted-to-key- 


| cities TV audiences), plus the amaz- 


ing Hooper payoff this season of 
low-priced packages, are the two 
principal factors that have clinched 


the sponsor’s argument in favor of 


cheap-priced shows 
One of the top execs of General 


Foods, one of radio’s top spenders, | 


off-the- 
“Even 


only this week made the 
cuff observation to VARIETY: 
(Continued on page 34) 


Coin-Conscious 


Webs Say ‘Dance 


With word passed along at the 
networks to keep down the cost 
of summer programming, it looks 
like this summer will spark a re- 
vival of the “dance band remote” 
season. The webs figure the few 
hundred dollars cost for line 
charges may solve a lot of program 
financing headaches. 

Even at CBS the “cut, cut, cut” 
edict has gone out. Usually the Co- 
lumbia program boys have liberal 
budgets to play around with, even 
tor summertime programming. 





But the TV expenditures have 
caught up with CBS, as with the 
other webs, with the resultant AM 


curtailments. 


FLOCK OF PIX-B’WAY 
NAMES ON Sii0 CIRCUIT 


This summer’s strawhat circuit 
will be studded with an unusually 
large roster of top Broadway and 
Hollywood names. Par for the 
course on the barnyard circuit for 
film players is $1,000 to $1,500 a 
week. 








C PASS IIP Video Losing Peep Show Slur As 


Larger-Screen Telesets Increase 





Joe Brown, Earl Wilson 
To Do Lecture Series 


Minneapolis, May 24 
Joe E. Brown, embarking on a 
lecture career, will be one of the 


“attractions” to be presented next 
season by the St. Paul Women’s 
Institute, sponsored by the St. Paul 
Pioneer Press-Dispatch newspa- 
pers. dis subject will be “Laugh- 
ter Is Holy.’ 

Earl Wilson, N. Y., Post syndi- 
cated columnist, is also on the 
schedule, the announcement stat- 
ing he will bring ‘“‘a new and inte 
esting slant on the great and neat 
great.” . 


Eye ‘Scalping 
Out of Town On 


Miss Liberty 


Scalpers are apparently already 
trying to “dig” tickets for Broad- 
way hit shows through Swern’s de- 
| partment store, Trenton, although 
| sale of seats there doesn’t start un- 
{til next Monday (30). The store 
|received a number of mail orders 
last Saturday (21) for the forth- 
coming musical, “Miss Liberty,” 
but forwarded them to the show's 
management in New York All 
had been sent from New York. 

It’s figured curious that those 
who sent the mail orders addressed 
them to the Trenton store, rather 
than to the producers, Robert E. 
Sherwood, Irving Berlin and Moss 
Hart, or to the Imperial theatre. 
the Broadway house where the 
musical will open July 7. Since 
mail orders are now a common 
method used by scalpers for “‘dig- 
ging” tickets, those sent to Tren- 

(Continued on page 20) 





Bridgeport’s First 

P. T. Barnum Festival 
Bridgeport, May 24. 

First annual Barnum Festival, 
honoring the amed showman, 
| Phineas T. Barnum, has been set 
for five days starting June 10. 
Among the events planned for the 
fete is a Jenny Lind contest to find 
a modern facsimile ot the Swedish 
nightingale, a 26-miJe marathon 
from Bethel, Conn., to Phineas T. 
Barnum’s statue in Seaside Park 
here, where a perpetual memorial 
light will be ignited, a Big Top ball 
at the State Armory. street 


Tops, however, is a 100% legit, Parades, a clambake to which all 
star, Tallulah Bankhead. who hits New England governors and may- 
the haylofts May 31 with a two- Ors ot 19 other Bridgeports in the 
week engagement in Noel Coward's U. S. will be invited, watershow, 


“Private Lives” in Olney, Md., at 

$5.000 a week. She'll follow at 

Princeton June 20, with later dates 
(Continued on page 19) 


athletic events and others. 

A permanent corporation has 
been set up to handle the event. 
iheaded by Mayor Jasper McLevy. 


——~¢* Increasing 


proportion of larger- 
screen telesets being sold may 
eliminate the old epithet that video 
is a “peep show” and may have 
an impact on the medium’s content 
and technique. 

Large N. Y. 
Davega and Vim 
centage-wise more 12-inch and 16- 
inch receivers are being bought, 
while sales of seven-inch models 
are plummeting. Jerry mere: sales- 
manager of Bruno-New York, RCA- 
Victor’s metropolitan distrib, says 
that his firm is selling every 16- 
inch set it can get its hands on 

Commenting on the implications 
of more big-screen telesets, Gilbert 
Seldes says that TV's dependence 
on the out-size closeup. will be les- 
sened. Seldes, who headed CBS- 
TV’s program department from 
1937-45 and now is a prof at a 
video school, adds that at present 
tele relies on closeup and medium 
shots, which emphasize character 
and emotion, while films can use 
long shots, which stress action. 

jud Barry, ABC’s TV v.p., feels 
that while directors are now think- 
ing in terms of 10, 12 and 16-inch 
sets at home, he doesn’t believe 
there will be much change produc- 
tionwise until even bigger screens 
are commonplace. 

Aside from monetary considera- 
tions, size of screens is limited by 
size of the viewing room. Accord- 
ing to optical experts, best view- 
ing distance is from four to eight 
times the diagonal of the screen 
Thus people should sit between 
five and 10,feet away frofn a 16- 
inch screen. 


soon 


retail chains like 
report that per- 


Greek ‘Contralto Looks 
Like Another Sleeper 
For Columbia Art. Met. 


Columbia Artists Met., which 
came up this winter with a box- 
office bonanza in the Bulgarian so- 
prano Ljuba Welitsch, who was a 
click at the N.Y. Met., apparently 
has another sleeper in a Greek con- 
tralto named Elena Nikolaidi. Lat- 
ter came into New York this win- 
ier completely unheralded, and put 
on a song recital in late January 
at Town Hall on her own, with no 
managerial supervision. Columbia 
merely booked her in tor the usual 
fee. 

teviews next day were raves, the 

(Continued on page 55 


Hayworth for ‘Born’? 


Hollywood, May 24. 


Possibility of Rita Hayworth ap- 
pearing in “Born Yesterday” for 
Columbia will probably be dis- 


cussed with her by director Charles 
Vidor, who planed to France Mon- 
day (23) to attend her wedding to 
Prince Aly Khan. Play, still on 
3roadway, was bought by Colum- 
bia several years ago. 

Shooting of the film has been 
held up because of scripting and 
casting difficulties. 
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The Old Palace on B’way Clicks Big 
In Four-a-Day Vaudfilm Revival 


| 
By ABEL GREEN + | 


Slightly more than 36 years’ Gold Disk to Monroe 
sgo—on March 24, 1913—Martin | For Millionth ‘Riders’ 
Beck opened the Palace theatre Camden, N. J., May 24. | 
on Broadway as the flagship for RCA-Victor is preparing a gole 
vaudeville. recording to mark the 1.000.000 
copy of Vaughn Monroe's “Riders 
in the Sky” to roll from its presses. 





bigtime, two-a- day 
Last week produced possibly an- 
other historic date—May 19, 
1949—when vaude returned to the . 
Palace after being in straight pic- Presentation of the disk will likely 
tures since 1935. And the revival, pe made by Victor’s Jack Williams 
ha , get per~ sage prolly — when Monroe plays Hershey Park, 
las a good chance tO Stic ae 
It's a different type of variety, May 28 . 
more like the abortive vaudfilm At the moment, slightly more 
which the Palace tried in 1935 as than five weeks since the disk was 
its last gasp, three years after the released, Victor — has shipped al- 
most 900,000 copies of the record- 
- -— | jing to dealers (which doesn’t mean 
sold) to distributors. It’s perhaps 
Palace’s Socko 27G the fastest hit in the modern rec- 
First week of vaudeville ords of the company, and Victor 
with firstrun films at the Pal- figures it a cinch to eventually 
ace, N. Y., ending tonight equal Monroe’s “Ballerina,” which 
(Wed.) may wind up with went over 1,500,000 copies. 
close to $27,000, virtually ca- At the same time Monroe is 
pacity for spot and terrific for given his gold copy of “Riders,” 
initial stanza at current scale. he'll get another gold one to mark 
House hit $19,500 in first four the 1,000,000th achieved by his 
days, taking in Saturday and “There. I've Done It Again.” Ac- 
Sunday, which is better than tually this disk has by now gone 
done at Palace in full seven | over 1,300,000, but it was a hit 
days in recent weeks with during the war when Victor had 
st Peg va some pester no time for such fanfare. 
only INC a 10use ) 
weekdays, with 65ce matinee 
scale and 95c on weekday 
nights. Spot lifts to $1.20 top 
Saturday-Sunday, getting this 
price also on Sunday matinees, 
but even-so it is lower than 
many straight picture houses 
on Broadway. 
Word-of-mouth on “getting 
change” from $1 is excellent. 


Hershey, Pa., 





Paris Runaround 


By Borrah Minevitch 


Paris, May 21. 

| William Morris’ Johnny Hyde 

over to discuss picture plans with 

Rita and Aly. 

Leo (Briefcase) Morrison little- 
a = mothering his “Operation Fatigue” 
brood. 

Joe Pasternacks finally off to 
Rome after being hotel-bound ac- 
count Mrs.’s wrenched knee 

Att. S. Jay Kaufman: Lambs’ 
Anniversary program a_ great 
tribute to tradition, travail and 
Muses 

1949 come-overs go to bed and 
wake up with the same crack, 








———_—— 








mecea of the bigtime two-a-day 
did an el foldo. Current policy is 
four-a-day, five shows on Satur- 
day. Expunged by the advance of 
mechanized show  business—talk- 
ers and radio—it’s ironic that an 
ultra-modern development—tele- 
vision—should prove the common 
denominator in the return of flesh 
to this theatre “Could I have spent that much?” 

The affection which the Palace Louis Pierre Guerin Mike 
enjoys with ‘the public was elec- ~Todded the “Skating Vanities 
trically demonstrated at that open- 1949” right into a boxoffice smash. 
ing matinee last Thursday (19). Signs of the Times: The big 
Within two hours the event as-| majors aren't using the swank 
sumed the proportions of a mid- George Cinq this year for their 
day “premiere.” After a curtailed pix personalities cocktaileries 





Warner Pathe Newsreel, Don AlI- | 99th-Fox used the Raphael hotel | 
bert’s “Strike Up the Band” and | for Celeste Holm; Neil Agnew, | 


“No Business Like Show Business” the Claridge; Warners’ flung Errol 


(Continued on page 46) | Flynn's at the Lancaster. 





' streets if they want to get around 
Montmartre or 


London Critics See Two they're too fat for the two-ways. 
‘ f. 9. Ethel Smith cancelled her Mil 
Snake Pits ; Sore at Cuts date ge ‘oe eet casa 


London, May 24. Italian—but accepted a week in 

Unprecedented _ premiere Clitton Webb has the 20th out- 

sae Aa eRe berg post here trembling for fear he'll 
opened at the Odeon, Marble Arch, snub the press crowd. 


ls Thtusdav (19) Mrs. John Garfield ahead 
ast en teed st awaiting John. 
As the censor had made cuts to- Att: Lydia: Jim wiil climb the 


talling around 1,000 feet in the jatterhorn 
film, 20th showed the London crix folly, 

the cut as well as the unexpurgat- The Riviera can’t decide which 
ed version. Result was tremendous jg worse—business or the weather. 
editorial splash, particularly among On the earrie: You could have 
the dailies, with special frontpage heard a pin drop when Louella 
stories, articles and other promin- parsons accepted a Cannes call 
ent displays. from Rita at the George V_ bar 

Majority of the critics question phone. 

the logic of the censor in making Bob Considine in from Berlin— 
the cuts and also refer to the film vou get a feeling the Biggies aren't 
as one of the most realistic, if ter- gonna make Germany over this 
rifying of experiences. year as expected. 


betore returning to 
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3$63rd WEEK! 


3,701 Performances 
All-time long run recora tn the 
legitimate theatre 


KEN MURRAY’S 
“BLACKOUTS OF 1949” 
Ei Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 


And now in world-wide release 
“BILL AND COO” 


Ken Murray's 
Academy Award Film 


House Group 
~ Probes Trusts’ 








In Films, Radio 


Washington, May 24. 

A special subcommittee of the 
House Judiciary Committee was 
selected today (Tues.) to investigate 
alleged monopolistic practices in 
pictures and radio. The subcom- 
mittee, chairmaned by Rep. Eman- 
uel Celler (D., N. Y.), will hold a 
preliminary meeting next week and 
probably will begin hearings by 
/next month. 

Cost of the investigation will be 
defrayed from a $30,000 appropria- 
tion voted the full committee last 
week. Meanwhile, the subcommit- 
tee expects to call in members of 
the Economic Council as well as 
experts ef the Bookings Institution 
and the U. S. Chamber ot Com- 
merce tor suggestions. 

It’s probable that the forthcom- 
ing probe wili include a promised 
inquiry into the activities of the 
FCC by Rep. Francis Walter (D., 
Pa.), also a member of the sub- 
committee. Walter told the House 
recently that he’d look into viola- 
tions of the FCC when the com- 
mittee received the appropriation. 

Other members of the subcom- 
mittee include: J. Frank Wilson 
(D., N. Y.), Winfield K. Denton (D., 
Ind.), Earl C. Michener (R., Mich.), 
Clifford Case (R., N. J.). and Ken- 
neth B. Keating (R., N. Y.). 





Constance Bennett Co. 
| In ‘John Loves Mary’ 
| 


Play for Airlift Troops. 


Hollywood, May 24. 
Constance Bennett and her com- 
pany are set for a three weeks’ 


tour in “John Loves Mary” to en- ! 


tertain the airlift troops in June at 
the German air bases. Company 
leaves June 4. 

Play, directed by Jus Addiss, of 
the Coast producing firm of Addiss 
& Rorke, will have in its cast, be- 
sides Miss Bennett, Alan Hale, 
June Lockhart, Charlotte Green- 
wood, Binnie Barnes, Gene Lock- 
hart, Hayden Rorke, Mac Daniels 
and Gene Ashley. Larry Johns, 
scene designer, will plane ahead to 
arrange for the sets. All services 
are donated, as are the lighting ef- 
fects, props and costumes. 


Following the play’s overseas run | 
Addiss & Rorke have a picture | 


commitment in Italy, before re- 


turning to resume legit production 


on the Coast. 





MARY McCARTY’S DISKS 

Mary McCarty, one of the femme 
leads in the forthcoming “Miss 
Liberty” legiter, has signed her 


first recording deal. She’ll cut four | 


sides for Columbia and is under 
option thereafter. This is in addi- 


tion to the “Liberty” album she}! 
will cut with the original Broad- | 


Wav cast. 
Singer -comedienne has bowed 


off the Admiral television § series | 


and is rehearsing in the Robert E 
Sherwo®!-Irving Berlin musical. 
which premieres June 13 in Phila 
delphia and opens July, at the Im- 
perial, N. Y. Gloria Safier is her 
agent. 











Walter Winehell 
In New York 


| Doing the Old Soft-Shoe 


The big story on Broadway today is the rebirth of vaudeville. The 
truth is it never really succumbed. Its energies were diverted jnto 
different channels ot entertainment Down through the years yoy 
could hear the throb of vaudeville’s heartbeat in films, radio, legit 
theatre—and now—television Many of the leading stars and execs 
in today’s greasepaint globe were weaned on the two-a-day. ._ It served 
as an incubator for their talents. But more important: Daily contact 
with assorted audiences gave them an uncanny sense of showman. 
ship That gift (more than anything else) is why so many vaudeviile 
headliners are still leading the parade. 

In retrospect vaudeville takes on a rosy hue for those who were 
iis performers—or enjoyed the performances Actually it was a 
rugged world—bounded by dusty coaches, penny-ante salaries, chilly 
dressing rooms and colder audiences It was filled with rebuffs and 
cisappointments. But it is a memory of youth. And like most youthful 
memories it is lit by candlelight—and remains glowing and warm. 
| 








| Vaudeville was a rigorous school. It demanded a great deal- but 
it gave a great deal more to those willing to learn George M. Cohan 
once declared: “As a kid in vaudeville I was often on the same bil] 
with a hoofer that I thought was the best in the world, so I spent 
all my time trying to match him. It was the same way with song- 

| writing, playwriting, and acting—there was always somebody a lot 

| better than I—and I worked to close up the gap. My notion is the 
| guy who thinks he’s tops isn’t going to do much climbing.” 

| Another bit of Cohan counsel: “The trouble is that too many people 
try to stop the show when it is just as tough to keep it going.” 

How the magic wand of showmanship operated is perhaps best 
exemplified by Ruth Draper Her act was hissed off the stage in 
Pittsburgh, but manager John F. Royal had faith in her. He trimmed 
aod tightened the act and switched climaxes. 

{| Result: Ruth Draper was transtormed into a headliner. 











There are theories galore about the two-a-day collapse. Undoubtedly, 
the scarcity of fresh material was a vital factor...Yet attempts to 
develop new routines were usually discouraged One of the most 
successful vaudevillians was Victor Moore. He tried to change his 
act twice—and both times theatre managers forced him to drop the 
new ideas. 

Moore wow'd ‘em for 3 decades with a skit called, ironically: 
| “Change Your Act or Go Back to the Woods.” 

No essay on the two-a-day would be complete without mention of 
the fabulous Eva Tanguay. She was Miss Vaudeville during the early 
1900s Audiences were electrified by the sheer force of her person- 
ality Eva was frank enough to admit her success was based on 
| exploitation alone—pointing out: “I am not beautiful. I cannot sing. 

I do not know how to act. I am not even graceful” But she knew 
how to provide fodder for the public prints—via backstage brawls 
and front-pagé scandals. 

A manager once fined Eva $100 for missing a performance. She 
paid it—then strolled on the stage, removed a knife from her handbag 
—and ripped the curtain into ribbons. 





Another tempestuous temptress was Nora Bayes. She once wired 
vaudeville magnate E. F. Albee: “Beginning next week my salary 
inust be $10,000 per week” Albee replied: “Your salary will re- 
main $1,000 per week” Nora opened as scheduled, but after sing- 
ing 8 bars of her first song she stopped the music and announced: 

| “That's $1,000 worth of my act’”—and walked off. 











Many legit stage sparklers took a fling at vaudeville. Some of the 
drahma-fugitives gave the upturned nose treatment to regular two-a- 
, dayers...Tops in hamboing was Mrs. Patrick Campbell. 

The noted stage actress appeared with the same company for 10 
|} weeks—and never once spoke to the other members. 


| 
j 


| 


Here’s a good illustration of Hollywood's debt to vaudeville. The 
Palace once displayed an old-timers’ bill composed of former head- 
liners who had skidded into oblivion. One act clicked big. 

It resulted in a film contract—tor Marie Dressler. 


One of the most important contributions to vaudeville was made 
by a little known showman, Albert M. Palmer. He erected a theatre 
at Madison Sq. and introduced a variety show there Sept. 11, 1871. 

Thus vaudeville was born in the U. S. 

| Actress Lily Langtry was one of the stage luminaries who toured 
the two-a-day circuit. A midwest stage manager who wasn't aware 
cf her Bway rep innocently inquired: “What do you do?” She 
‘replied: “I ride a bicycle on a tightrope”...“Aren’t you afraid?” 
“Oh, no,” she coo’d. “I have fallen so many times.” 





_Incidentally, one of the biggest theatrical names spawned in vaude- 
ille was an actor who received his first important break by performing 
n Miss Langtry’s act: Alfred Lunt. 


| 

Sarah Bernhardt played the Palace So did Ethel Barrymore 

| Any trouper eager to overcome the obstacles of show biz should re- 
member Ethel’s wisdom: “When life knocks you to your knees, which 

| it always does and always will—well, that’s the best position in which 

| to pray, isn’t it? On my knees. That’s where I learned.” 


a? 
| 








When some opening-matinee patrons got up in bunches and walked 
out (to beat the crowd) Ben Bernie intoned: “I'd rather see them 
| walking away from me than have them rushing toward me!” 

It was this crack, we think, that first attracted attention to the 
_ tact that Bernie was good at the fast come-back. 

! 

' 

| It reminds us of the time Bernie was playing the Palace and fol- 
lowed Karno’s Monks He was furious. He squawked to manager 

| Kilmer Rogers. “If I have to follow the monks,” he said, “I'll quit!” 

| “Hold your horses,’ comforted Mr. Rogers, “I was going to change 

| You, anyway. I'm atraid the audience will think it’s an encore!” 











Things That Come Back: “He loved her but the season closed” 
“What do I want for bows? Applause!” “Y'shoulda caught us at 
the matinee” “They sit down front and devour their young!” 
| “When I kick the wife in the face—vamp till ready”... .“I know she 
| has pretty legs, but how about looking at me for a change? . “No 
wonder they're booked steady. She does the biz for the act!” 








If you please, professor. Bring me on with “Give My Regards to 
Broadway ’—with lots of brass. Segue into two choruses of “Swanee 
Kiver” pizzicato and pianissimo—until the last four bars. Then Bring 
It Up Fast and forte for the exif and the bows. 


(Reprinted from N. ¥. Mirror) 
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Willing to Take in Small as Pard 


Robert R. Young is definitely not+¢ 


planning to dispose of his entire 
majority interest in Eagle Lion in 
the current negotiations with Ed- 
ward Small. It is understood from 
top parties to the negotiations that 
Young is willing, at most, to enter 
into a partnership agreement with 
the Coast producer. 

Plan, in rough outline, would see 
Small in charge of production and 
with partial control over distribu- 
tion. with Young deeply involved 
in the financing and distributing 
end. Extent of the authority each 
of the two men would hold is the 
point on which negotiations are 
currently being conducted. 

Reportedly, Small would buy 
into EL with a combination of cash 
and other assets, including reside- 
al income on some of his pictures, 
story properties and scripts. Young, 
in turn, would be required to bring 
in additional outside capital for 
operating expenses. With these 
two new sources of coin, Serge 
Semenenko, repping the First Na- 
tional Bank of Boston, has agreed 
to throw in further financing. 

Despite assurances from the ne 
goliators that Small has agreed to 
put up cash as well as other as 
sets, there was much trade doubt 
expressed on this point. History 
of Small’s highly-sueccessful opera 
tions over the years would lend 
credence to the idea that he was 
endeavoring to consummate a deal 
whereby his experience and know- 

(Continued on page 20 





Russians Choosey On 
Picking Cream of The 
American Film Crop 


Russians don’t think they can 
find 20 satisfactory pix among the 
100 titles originally submitted to 
them, and the American industry 
last week dispatched to Moscow a 
second list of 100. Soviets are sup- 
posed to choose out of this group 
product they desire to buy under 
the deal made with Motion Picture 
Assn. of America prez Eric John- 
ston when he was in Russia last 
fall. 

Kremlin recently sent to the Mo- 
tion Picture Export Assn., which 
handles the territory for the U. S. 
companies, the names of 24 pix 


which it wants to see out of the’ 


Original list of 100. This was ac- 
companied by a request for sub- 


mission of possible additional pic- | 


tures. 

Prints in 16m gauge are now be- 
ing assembled of the 24 pix which 
the Soviet officials want to gander. 
They will be accompanied, as 
MPA liaison, by Louis Kanturek. 
organization’s eastern European 
rep. Visa has been requested for 

(Continued on page 55) 


VALLI IN MIDDLE OF 
ITALO CLAIM ON DOS 


Actress Alida Valli is the centre 
of a hassle currently between Selz- 
nick Releasing Organization and 
Savoia Films of Rome. Savoia 
claims that it has distribution 
rights in Italy to SRO’s “Paradine 
Case” in return for releasing to 
David O. Selznick the contract that 
1t had on Miss Valli’s services 

Antonio Mosco head of Savoia. 
Maintains that the agreement gave 
him Italian rights not only to 
Paradine,” in which the actress 
Is Starred, but other pix. Selznick 
asserts that the contract provides 
Savoia is to get only the first 
American pic in which Miss V alli 
appears as “sole feminine star 
Since Ann Todd was co-starred in 

Paradine,” DOS Says this does 
not fit the pattern. 

It was said at SRO yesterday 
yesterday (Tuesday) that Savoia 
would definitely not get ‘‘Paradine.”’ 
In the meantime, Benjamin Pep- 
per, U. S. attorney for the Italian 
distrib, served formal demand that 
the picture be made available to it 
and that “appropriate action” will 
be taken to prevent distribution by 
anyone else. 








Agony Heart Hypo 

Latest trend in giveawavs to 
hypo the b.o. is free marital 
advice. John J Anthony, 
oviginator of the “Good Will 
Hour” radio show, has been 
booked by the Rugoff & Beck- 
er chain to conduct his “agony” 
program on_ stage at the 
Oceana, Brooklyn, and _ the 
Laurel, L. I., late in June. 
While Anthony’s show on 
WMGM, N. Y., is conducted 
without an audience, his p.a. 
performances will be staged 
with the participants in a spot- 
light. 

Other exhibs, sticking to the 
more conventional dishes, are 
watching whether the ‘“psy- 
cho” giveaways catch on. 


[ abian-Gamble 
Eye Buying Into 
Film Classics 


Prospects are said to look mod 
erately tavorable at the moment 
for the deal by which Si Fabian 
and the svndicate of circuit oper- 
ators with which he is associated 
may buy into Film Classics. They 
would become partners with prez 
Joseph Bernhard when FC's di 
vorcement from Cinecolor takes et 
tect In a few weeks. 

It is believed that the plan con- 
teinplates the Fabian group's put 
ting between $300,000 and $400,000 
into FC to give it new working 
capital after it ceases to be a 
wholly-owned subsid of Cinecolor. 
and to guarantee financing for in- 
die producers releasing through 
KC. This would give the Fabian 
syndicate a minority interest, with 
Bernhard exercising majority con- 
trol. 

Bernhard and Fabian have spent 
much of the past week together, 
going over figures on the FC oper- 








ation. Distributing company, which | 


(Continued on page 20) 


$35,000,000 Unfreezing 
Abroad Seen for U. S. 


. . 
Companies Via Prod. 
Hollywood. May 24. 

Hollywood film companies are 
aiming to defrost about $25,000,000 
this year in frigid coin through 
funds . blocked by governmental 
policies in England, France, Italy 
and Argentina. To date, American 
producers have completed six pic- 
tures overseas, with four currently 
in work and 135 more in prepara- 
tion. 

Twentieth-Fox has liquidated 
$2,000,000 on “I Was a Male War 
Bride” and will unfreeze about 
$4,000,000 more on “The Biack 
Rose.” now 
Africa. Metro intends to thaw out 
$4.500.000 on “Quo Vadis” in Italy. 
Warners is producing “Stage 
Fright’ with imprisoned dollars in 
London, and Walt Disney is doing 
the same with his high-budget pro- 
duction, “Treasure Island,” with 
location spots scattered about Eng 
land. Republic is making “The 
Avengers” in Argentina and is 
sending a company to Africa tor a 
wild animal picture in the British 
colonial sector. Other such proj- 
ects in the offing are: Universal 
International, “Fox in Chains,” 
Italy: B. P. Schulberg, “Gova and 
the Duchess of Alba.” Italy: 20th- 
Fox. “The Sundowners,” Australia; 

Night and the City” and “21 Bow 
Street.” London; “My Old Man,” 
Paris, and “Hooray for the Scan- 
dinavians.” Sweden; Warners. “The 
Thief of Venice,” Italy; Hal Wal- 
lis. September,” Italy, and Allen 
and Tone, “La Vie Parisienne,’ 
, France, 





shooting in North. 


a 


LON 
SOLO 10 PLAN 


Session of the Anglo-American 
Films Council slated for Washing- 
lton June 2 and 3 may very likely 
be cancelled, it was reported in 
| New York this week. It was said 
|that there is such wide disagree- 
iment among U. S. companies re- 
| garding the proposals made at the 
linitial Anglo-American stanzas in 
|the Capital last month that there 
'is no basis for further meetings 
| with the British as yet—if ever. 
|In any case, it was said in top in- 
dustry circles, opposition to the 
proposals was so strong on all 
sides that the whole matter could 
be considered a dead issue. 

Backing up the reports that the 
session might be cancelled was 
considerable cloudiness concern- 
ing the plans of Sir Alexander 
Korda to come to this countr 
Korda’s plans could not be deti- 
nitely ascertained up to late 
vesterday (Tuesday) afternoon, but 
it is known that he has not been 
figuring on returning to the U.S 
at this time. 

Since J. Arthur Rank said at the 
time of the Washington huddles 
in April that he would not be com- 
ing back. that would leave Sir 
Henry -French, -dtrector ot- the 
British Film Producers Assn., as 

(Continued on page 19 














UA Borrowed 3506 
On Schenck Policy 


The $1,000,000 insurance polic 
held by United Artists on the life 
of Joseph M. Schenck has been 
“hocked,” it was learned this week. 
It has been put up as collateral 
with the Bankers Trust Co... N. Y., 
for a loan of about $350,000 

Transaction is understood to 
have taken place some time ago. 

but kept hush-hush. Coin advanced 
by the bank has been used in 
financing the operating expenses of 
‘the distributing company. 

The insurance policy, which was 
a major UA asset, was taken out on 
the 20th-I’ox exec’s life about 1927. 
when he was elected prexy of UA. 
Although Schenck subsequently re- 
signed and formed 20th Century 
Productions with Darry] F. Zanuck, 


000 a year premium on the policy. 
It now has a cash surrender vaiue 
of approximately 
the bank is understood to have 
loaned 90° > of that sum on it. 


National Boxoffice Survey 


Heat Still Hurting Trade—‘Flamingo,’ 
‘Belvedere,’ ‘Champion,’ ‘Window’ Best Bets 


Continuance of hot weather, with 
heat interrupted by bad storms in 
some sections, is not doing biz any 
good in key cities covered by 
VARIETY. Result is that total take 
from some 22 representative keys 
will hit lowest level in many weeks. 
Even the bigger pictures are being 
hurt to some extent, with the top 
three all below $200,000 apiece 

“Flamingo Road” (WB) is back 
on top of heap after sagging to 
third place last stanza. ‘“‘Barkleys 
of Broadway” (M-G) again will be 
in second slot while “Belvedere to 
College” (20th national champ 
last session, is third. 

“The Champion” (UA) is ending 
up a big fourth, and “The Window” 
(RKO) is winning fifth money. 
Sixth position goes to “We were 
Strangers” (Col). 

Outside of these top six. the field 
is badly split up with outstanding 
runner-up pix being “Ball Games” 
(M-G). “Quartet” (EL). “El Paso” 
‘Par’, “Red Shoes” (EL). “Streets 
ot Laredo” (Par) and “Ma, Pa 
Kettle’ (U) in that order. Few ot 
these look particularly sharp ex- 
cepting “Game” and “Quartet.” 

There's not much exciting among 
the new pictures, with the excep- 
tion of “Home of Brave” (UA) 


jand “Stration Story” (M-G). For-, 


UA has continued.to pay the $40,- | 


$400,000 and | 


ANGLO-U.S. FILM ‘ACCORD’ FADES 


Young Not 100% Out of EL; Would Be ‘aT 





Execs Explain Why Film Industry 
‘Czar’ Could Never Be Absolute 


—_— — * Eric 





Johnston will become no 
“ezar’’ with power to banish from 


Musical Retake | the film industry errant stars or 
New York City nabe theatre |} others whose personal moral prac- 
is getting extra mileage out ot |} tices cause unfavorable comment. 
a reissue playdate of 20th- | That appeared definite in a sur- 
Fox's “State Fair,” by hooking vey by Variety this week of top 


up billing with the hit shows industry exec opinion, following an 


“South Pacific’ and “Okla- | oft-revived suggestion that Hollv- 
homa!”. | wood’s “bad boys” and girls be 
Billing heralds the reissue | given the heave-ho. 


as “the only motion picture 
ever made by the writers of 
‘Pacific’ and ‘Oklahoma!’— 
Oscar Hammerstein Il and 
Richard Rodgers.” 


Columnist -commentator Jimmy 
Fidler is the latest to plump for 
the Siberia treatment, taking a 
| bitter stand in his broadcast Sun- 
day (22) night. He declared that 
the industry should give “police 


power” to the Motion Picture Assn. 
of America prexy or, if Johnston 
els ary () already had such power, he ought 


to be kicked out for not using it. 





4 9 Industry toppers quickly pointed 
| fl f A out that there are both legal and 
nl uence a ny moral barriers to the authority with 
which Fidler and the many others 

2 who have suggested the idea 

f { Fil fF i would have Johnston cloaked. 
ll ure lim es S MPAA board, it was said. would 
probably be held guilty of con- 


Soviets and their satellites spira€y and violation ot the anti- 
aren't going to give the needles to trust laws were it to attempt to 
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Yank pix at the film festivals this (Continued on page 20) 
vear, while using the events to a a eee 
boosf their own product, if the 
Fy ° ? ‘A a ? D | 
They aim to participate in the ex inlan - rmy eals 
positions of cinematic wares only 
if membership on the boards of 
judges is restricted to nationals of * 
Of Legit-Screen Buys 
being he!d 
First to be given this word were Market for sereen rights to 
the organizers of the Venice Festi- Broadway shows, dormant tor the 
val. one of the most important in last several seasons, remained rei- 
them that they will take part only single production, of this or previ- 
if all the judges are Italian. Venice ©OUS SCasons, Was sold to Hollywood 
group is hedging, trying to keep llowever, there was a quickening 
the appraising bodies internation- Ot interest during the latter halt ot 
Yanks are putting it pretty much for a few properties. 
on a take-it-or-leave-it basis. Hottest item of the current-sea- 
Feeling is that the American pix son list is “Detective Story,” for 
2) which several studios are dicker- 
Pears ing, with a $500,000 price reported. 
Jimmy ae s 2 Saad Pix There is also lively picture interest 
in “Death of a Salesman,” with a 
Jimmy Savo, who left for Italy Be Regs Co ; 
Monday (23), is scheduled to make possibility it may be grabbed by 
the screen adaptation of his auto- Continued on page 52) 
biog. phy, “Little World, Hello.” - 
io be produced by Salvatori Films | 
This will be followed by 
films will have English and Italian @rade Mark Renrstereé 
dialog combined. ||| FOUNDED RY SIME SILVERMAN 
Savo is due back in Hollywood || Published Weekly by VARIETY, tnc. | 
some time in September, and a | Sid Siiverman, President 


American companies can help it 
the country where the event 1s 
Europe. U. S. studios have notiffied atively quict during 1948-49. Not a 
al. but it is understood that the the season, with spirited bidding 

Continued on page 52 

: “an : 20th-Fox, or produced in the ea 
two films there. The first will be vt P aoe st 
in June. : y ih} 
an as vet unknown pic to be pro- | || 
duced by Ferruccio Caramelli. Both | || 
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mer is holding up well in second |} Vol, 174 fa No. 11 
week at N. Y. Victoria. “Stratton,” } ———— Ps 70 — 
which is doing just okay on initial |, . 
holdover round at N. Y. Music | INDEX 
Hall, is solid in Chicago after wind- |, Bills. jiatee. eo 
ing up four very profitable weeks 1 Chatter aos e  ee e ee | 
in Cleveland. ie oF re ee 
“Manhandled” (Par), which || vligaag marewe “ots . ! 
comes into the N. Y. Par this week, | House Reviews .......... 46 || 
shapes just average in Boston and || Inside Legit teeeekene dé ae i} 
Buffalo. “Forbidden Street” (20th) Inside Pictures ......... 21 i 
looms as mild in Baltimore as it Inside Radio ........... 33 |i 
proved at N. Y. Roxy. “Night Unto ; ad a 
Night” (WB), another new film, | Inside Television ....... 30 | 
is disappointing to dim in some || International 14 
five kevs this frame, | PO nk od oR bso 48 
_ “Red Pony” (Re hough mild SN ae 53 |] 
is fast enough to top w K.C. pix. : wa | 
“Undercover Man” (Col) looks Music adic ictatadh oases we | 
best bet in Minneapolis. “Canadian || New Acts .............. 47 | 
Pacific” (20th), fast in Pittsburgh, Night Club Reviews .. 44 i] 
is sock in N. Y., with launching Obituaries ... BB TIT 
of vaude at Palace. ie 3 |i 
“The Set-Up” (RKO) now prov- ||} Radio  _._.......... |) 
ing a strong entry in nabe houses, Radio Reviews ........ 24 
shapes big in Montreal. “Force oi MOOONGS 25 sc enndee’s 36 |! 
Evil” (M-G) while mild in Bos- Frank Scully .....ccce- 53 I 
ton is doing okay in Cleveland. | Television . ae, «F 
“Bride of Vengeance” (Par) || Television Reviews ...... 30 |} 
continues to disappoint, being fair ||} Vaudeville .. a 4 
in Cincy, thin in Seattle, dim in Se, th a ana aay es + 
Portland, modest in Buffalo and |) DAILY VARIETY 
mild in Frisco. I (Published in Hollywood by 
(Complete Boxoffice Reports on || gab a Wennele panies 
Puges 11-13.) Wt ween natn 
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Balaban, Depinet, Johnston, Skouras, 
Others, on ‘What’s Right With Pix’ z's hurendea sine 


Video will be staple in every the-¢ 
atre in the country within seven to 
10 years and “parlor television will 
take its place alongside home 
movies. Big-time television will be 
built solidly on a motion picture 
base.” 

That's the opinion of six top in- 
dustry execs quoted in an unusual 
feature. ‘“‘What’s Right With Holly- 
wood?’’. in next weekend's Parade 
mag. The half-dozen toppers sat 
around a table at Motion Picture 
Assn. of America headquarters in 
New York and spoke their thoughts 
into a tape-recorder to provide the 
interview for the mag. 

Participants at the two-hour ses- 
sion, which was held last April, 
were Barney Balaban, Paramount 
prez; Ned E. Depinet, Spyros Skou- 
ras. Eric Johnston, MPAA prez, 
who acted as moderator; Joseph I. 
Breen, Production Code Adminis- 
trator. who flew in from Holly- 
wood for the huddle, and Francis 
Harmon, v.p. of the MPAA. 

Feature is an answer to the vari- 
ous “What’s wrong with the 
movies?” roundtables which have 
been held recently. It was con- 
ceived and set up by Tom Waller, 
New York press chief for the 
MPAA, following a series of ar- 
ticles in Parade itseif, in which 
Hollywood was given a critical 0.0. 
by people in various phases of the 
industry and by critics, columnists 
and public. 

Parade is a Saturday-Sunday 
magazine insert used by 24 major 
metropolitan newspapers and is 
said to have 15.000.000 readers. It 
has no New York or Los Angeles 
outlet, however. 

8 Questions 

Eight questions were presented 
for discussion by the sextet of 
execs. First was, “What is the in- 
dusiry doing to preserve and main- 


tain its position as the nation’s 
foremost mass entertainment me- 
dium?” Balaban answered: “By 


making better pictures.” 

Second query, concerning video, 
drew the reply from Skouras that 
it will be a boon to the film indus- 
try, but will succeed only when it 
has the right facilities and talent— 
which will be used on large-screen. 

No. 3 question was why large 

(Continued on page 18) 


Cowan’s Int’l Buildup 
Plans for His Marx Pic 


Lester Cowan heads for England 
this week to close a deal there with 
Associated British Pictures Corp. 
for United Kingdom distribution 
of his new Marx Bros. feature, 
“Love Happy.” United Artists is 
handling the film in the U. S. and 
Canada, to which the company’s 
distribution rights are restricted. 

By closing the 
with ABPC, Cowan figures he will 
virtually automatically insure book- 
ings for the film on the affiliated 
Associated British Cinemas circuit, 
which otherwise plays only Warner 
Bros. and Metro product ‘trom the 
U. S. UA has been having great 
difficulty getting any circuit book- 
ings for the films of its producers. 

In addition, Cowan has on the 
fire a possible production deal with 
ABPC. If it is consummated, he 
is to make “Sorrel: and Son” in 
England in partnership with Asso- 
ciated in August. He’s also going 
to gander the possibility of making 
a Marx Bros. pic in London late 
in the vear. 

Harpo Marx left over the week- 
end for London, while Chico has 


been in Europe for some time, 
touring Allied military clubs in 
the U. S. zone. They'll play the 


provinces in a vaude turn for sev- 
eral weeks, and then into the Pal- 
ladium. Cowan hopes to open his 
“Love Happy” in a West End Lon- 
don house during the Marxes’ Pal- 
ladium run and tie in on publicity 
for the world preem of the film 
Effort will be made to give Harpo 
the same promotional buildup that 
Danny Kave got. 

Cowan is also negotiating with 
Laurence Olivier to appear in a 
Rag ending for the film with Harpo 
and Chico. In the meantime, he’s 
holding up U. S. release of the pic 
until fall to take advantage of pub- 
licity via Groucho Marx's radio 
show, which goes off over the sum- 
mer, and the Metro buildup of 
Vera-Ellen, who co-stars. Femme 
is currently working with Gene 
Kelly in M-G's “On the Town.” and 
is to go into another musical for 
the studio opposite Fred Astaire. 


releasing deal | 


Legiter Phyllis Kirk To 


Samuel Goldwyn’s quest for a| 


and former Schrafft’s hostess. She 

a ee —— is Phyllis Kirk, who made her pro. 

‘ i cat nT ar . debut in the Theatre Guild’s “My 

Disney Ss Alice, Cindy Name Is Aquilon” last season, and 

Into 10 Foreign Tongues is currently, in the road company 

Hollywood, May 24. of “Present Laughter. : 

, : Miss Kirk will exit her legit as- 

Walt Disney will make 10 for- signment about June 15 to report 
eign language versions of each of 
his forthcoming cartoon features, 





to the Goldwyn studio in prepara- 
tion for a role with Farley Granger 


“Alice in Wonderland” and “Cin- | ang Joan Evans in “Beloved Over 
derella.” Films will be dubbed in All.’ Goldwyn flackery will give 
French, Dutch, Italian, Swedish, per the full treatment. and the 
German, Danish, Spanish, Portu- producer plans to build her to top 
guese, Hindustani and Japanese. ature 

Headquarters of the dubbing Femme is getting $1,000 a 
process will be Paris, with John’ week for a 10-week stint in the 
W. Cutting in charge. Top per- film. with Goldwyn holding an op- 
formers will contribute their tion on her services for seven more 


vears. She got an unusually fancy 

deal for a newcomer as result of 

her unwillingness to accept a Hol- 

lywood contract. Among the con- 

cessions was permission to take | 
time out for appearance in a Broad- 

way play every second year. 

Miss Kirk was spotted by Gold- 
wyn talent chief Billy Selwyn in 
“Laughter.” Paul Small is her 
agent. 


voices to the cartoon characters. 


WB Priming Big 
Sales Meet in N.Y. 


Gearing for the liquidation of its 
most ambitious production slate in 
the last 10 Bros. 
will hold a full-dress sales conven- 








Another Newsreeler 
Shifts to Features; 


vears, Warner 


tion in New York next month. ‘ 

Studio execs, headed by production TV | d Bl d 
chief Jack L. Warner, will head $ imreads ame 
east shortly to huddle with home- Another newsreel theatre casu- 
office execs on policy formulation alty of television’s inroads is the 


Embassy in the Airlines Terminal 
bldg., N. Y., which opens today 
(Wed.) with a J. Arthur Rank film 
feature, “All Over the Town.” 

Embassy houses, operated by the 
Newsreel Theatres, Inc., are fol- 
lowing the trail taken by most of 
the Trans-Lux chain which now 
has only one out of its eight houses 
on an exclusive newsreel policy. 
W. French Githens, prexy 
Embassy chain, declares no plans | 
are afoot to convert three other 
newsreel houses in New York and 
one in Newark to feature pix. But 
the trade holds that it’s only a 
matter of time before the other 
reel houses bite the dust. 

Video’s ability to get the latest 
news on the air before regular 
flickeries has dampened general 
interest in the theatre reels. The 
major newsreel companies, more- 
over, have failed to come up with 
a novel format that would be dis- | 
tinct from the spot news coverage | 
in TV. Exhibs operating standard | 
theatres have also noted a drop) 
in the appeal of newsreels in| 
. video’s mass circulation areas. | 
| Newsreel houses, moreover, have | 
|never fully recovered from the} 
sharp postwar decline in audience | 
reaction to news items. Boxoffice 
returns fell between 30 to 50° of 
their wartime peak despite the 
shift of the reel houses to shorts | 

cay follywood, May 24. — and cartoons. Attendance rose dur-. 

, The Hollywood 10” filed a ing the hot period of the east-west | 
fees gestern (hon) nakiog Sor, £2ld, War lst year but could not 
858,795 damages from the Motion | make up the lost ground. 
Picture Assn. of America and the 
majors. Action charges industry 
with drawing up a “blacklist’”’ in 
restraint of trade under the Sher- | 
man-Clayton act. Previous suit | 
for $35,038,325 filed in Cali-| Paramount has dropped three of 
fornia state court is still pending, its old-standby series of shorts | 
as are five contract reinstatement from its 1949-50 releasing schedule | 
suits which total more than because the rising production nut | 
$1,000,000 demanding back pay. has turned the profitable trio into | 
Robert W. Kenny, lawyer for & losing proposition. The three | 
the 10, says the new action has series, all made by Jerry Fair-| 
been brought because of 20th-Fox banks, are “Popular Science.” 
recently shelving Albert Maltz’) “Unusual Occupations” and) 
novel, “The Journey of Simon Mc- “Speaking of Animals.”” With these | 
Keever,” after purchase for $35,- briefies lopped, Fairbanks’ produc- | 


at the conclave which will be chair- 
manned by Ben Kalmenson, sales 
veepee. 

Timing of the convention in the 
wake of aroused exhibitor opinion 
stemming from the so-called ‘20th- 
Fox Plan” will give Warners its 
chance to handle the hot potato of 
rental boosts. It’s more than like- 
ly, however, that WB execs will 
stay out of the controversy by side- 
stepping any definition of a gen- 
eralized rental policy. Warners 
will undoubtedly declare its inten- 
tion to sell each film according to 
its merits, although the company 
will naturally but quietly favor the 
“restoration of the balance of 
profits within the industry.” 

The convention will also meet 
under the shadow of an impending 
Federal court decision that will 
probably order partial divorcement 
of the company’s distrib-exhib set- 
up. Splitup of the Warner theatre 
circuit, which will accent the im- 
portance of the company’s distrib 
operations, will spur the conven- 
tion to adopt a forceful promotion 
and selling line. 


‘Hollywood 10’ Sue for 
$51,858,795; ‘Blacklist’? 








Par Drops Fairbanks’ 
Trio of Shorts Series 


000. Second reason for suit, he tion ties with Par end. 
says, is decision in the N. Y. cir- Tightening of Par’s shorts pro- 
cuit court holding that Danny duction program brings down the 


Gardella, barred from the major total to be released in 1949-50 to 
baseball leagues after jumping to 52 from a previous 70. Addition- 
play ball in Mexico, could sue ally, company will continue its | 
under the Sherman act which pro- | usual 104 issues of the newsreel. 
tects the individual right to pur- To meet the television threat. an | 
sue one’s calling. increasing number of reels will be 
“Blacklist Hollywood is now confined to one subject each in a 
extended to “Sale and production combo of spot news and editorial | 
of works by the plaintiffs,” Kenny treatment. 
said. “When originally estab- “Popeye Cartoons,’ top shorts | 
lished, it applied only to employ- earner for the company, are again | 
ment. The perpetual banning of on the releasing siate. Costing | 
these men which prevents them about $65,000 each, including print | 
from following their calling is a and distribution expenses, this 
conspiracy in restraint of trade.” string of cartoons brings in some 
Plaintiffs are Maltz, Alvah Bes- $15,000 profit per pic. Another 
sie, Samuel Ornitz. John Howard moneymaker is the Sereen Songs 
Lawson, Lester Cole, Ring Lard- cartoons, generally good for $10,- 
ner, Jr.. Dalton Trumbo,. Edward 000 profit each domestically. 
Dmytryk. Herbert Biberman and Slate calls for eight Popeye | 
Adrian Scott. Defendants are shorts, 12 Screen Song cartoons, 10 
MPAA, Loew's, 20th-Fox, Colum- Noveltoon cartoons, six reissues of | 


bia, Paramount. Republic. Hal Paramount Champions, six Pace-| 
Roach, Universal, Warner Bros., makers and 10 Grantland Rice | 
and RKO. Sportlights. | 


of the | 


egiter Phyllis Kirk To WP Chea Circuit Both Ask Court To 


Unravel Tangle in Former Ohio Pool 





Brackett Heads Acad, 
Succeeding Hersholt 


Hollywood, May 24. 
Charles Brackett was elected 
president of the Academy of Mo- 
tion Picture Arts and Sciences to 
succeed Jean Hersholt, who held 
the office four consecutive terms. 
Other new officers are George | 
Murphy, first veepee; Dore Schary, 
second veepee; Emmett Lavery, 
secretary; Johnny Green, assistant 
secretary; Fred Metzler, treasurer, 
and G. Carleton Hunt, assistant 
treasurer. 


U in the Black 3d 


Successive Month: 


Universal will be in the black 
in May for the third successive 
month. Company execs and finan- 
cial circles view it as marking a 
considerable turning point in the 
outfit’s affairs and see a fairly good 
vear in light of income prospects 
and reduced costs and _ picture 
amortizations. 

Second fiscal quarter, which 
wound up at the end of April, will 
show a net profit of about $500,000 
in the report to be issued shortly. 
This compares with a loss of about 
$700,000 in the November-Decem- 
ber-January quarter. It will give 
a net loss of about $200,000 for 
the first six months, which will 
be washed out by income during 
the second half of the year, and 
result in a net profit for the 12- 
month period ending next Oct. 31. 

Success of “Ma and Pa Kettle” 
and ‘“‘Family Honeymoon” are ac- 
counting in part for the improved 
earnings position. Equally import- 
ant is that the amortization periods 
have run out or are near the end 
on the streak of high cost films 
on which U embarked. Company 
execs and financial circles review- 
ing this period feel that the quality 
of the product was satisfactory, 
| but choice of subject matter was 
poor, a condition which has since 
been corrected. 


10 Studios in IA Pact 
On Mechanical Labor 


Hollywood, May 24. 

Ten major studios signed _in- 
dividual labor contracts with the 
IATSE, according to Roy Brewer, | 
international representative, giving | 
that organization “sole jurisdiction | 
over all machine and mechanical | 
work in the industry.” Contracts | 
end one phase of a long fight be- | 
tween LATSE and the Conference | 
of Studio Unions, headed by Her- | 
bert K. Sorrell. 

Companies signing the pact were | 
,aramount, Metro, RKO, Colum- | 
bia, Republic, Warners, Universal- | 
International, 20th-Fox, United 
Artists and Hal Roach. 


Italian Agent Scouting 


Hollywood, May 24. | 

Arrigo Colombo, Italian talent | 
agent, is in town hunting Ameri- 
can thesps for four pictures to be 
filmed in Rome. 

Italian producers, Colombo said, | 
are looking toward the American 
and British markets for profits, | 
following the success of “Peace,” 
“Paisan’” and other films that 
clicked outside Italy. 


N. Y. to Europe 


Thomas J. Bennett 

Harald A. Bowden 

Jean Charles 

Mrs. Elizabeth S. Colclough 
Lester Cowan 

Lew Grade 

Emmerich Kalman 

Rene Le Roy 

Jules Levey 

Harpo Marx 

Steve Miller 

Anna Neagle 

Ann Ronan 
Jean Sablon 

Jimmy Savo 

William Traum 

Herbert Wilcox 

Michael Wilding 


Europe to N. Y. 


Robert Lantz 
Hugh Terry 

















* Warner Bros. Theatres and Shea 


Theatre Enterprises opened a 
double-decker legal fight Monday 
(23) in the N. Y. supreme court 
and the Federal district court jn 
Cleveland to disentangle the profits 
and assets of a three-theatre War. 
ner-Shea pool in Youngstown. 0 
Shea Theatres is the plaintiff in 
the N. Y. action and the defeng. 
ant in Cleveland. 

Case involves the Warner, Park 
and Paramount theatres in Youngs. 


town, which were placed into a 
pooling arrangement in 1933 by 
Shea and the General Theatre 


Corp. later taken over by the War- 
ners under the title of the Harold 
Corp. Under the pool’s operation 
from 1933 to 1947, profits from the 
three houses were divvied on a 
50-50 basis aithough Shea con. 
tinued to operate the Park, WB the 
Warner theatre and both operated 
the Paramount. 

According to the Shea brief, 
filed by O’Brien, Driscoll, Raftery 
& Lawler, Warners pulled out of 
the pool in 1947 and thereafter re- 
fused to account for the profits and 
assets of the Warner house. Un- 
der the pooling arrangement, the 
brief states, films were booked into 
the three houses in a manner eal- 
culated to build the Warner into 
the best house and the Park into 
the worst. Positions of the two the- 
atres, the brief contends, were ex- 
actly reversed before the pool. 

Shea is asking the court to dis- 
solve the joint venture as of June, 
1947, when a Federal court statu- 
tory decree ruled pools illegal, and 
grant an equal division of the 
profits and assets of the theatres. 
They are also asking that a re- 
ceiver be appointed to take pos- 
session of the three theatres until 
the case is adjudicated. 

Warners’ brief, filed by Luther 
Day in Cleveland Federal court, 
alleges that Shea has failed to ac- 
count for the profits of the joinily- 
operated Paramount. WB is claim- 
ing that other aspects of the pool 
have been nullified by the statu- 
tory decree but the joint owner- 
ship in Paramount is still intact. 
Shea will defend with a declara- 
tion that it has been turning over 
the Paramount’s receipts to the 
Harold Corp. It has been doing 
this under the original pooling deal 
which was extended to 1956 sever- 


al vears ago. 


It’s expected that Shea and War- 


‘ners will file counter-suits in both 


courts. 





N. Y. to L. A. 


Buddy Clark 
Ned Depinet 
Norman Frescott 
Bernard Hart 
Al Herman 
Deborah Kerr 
Sol Lesser 

ida Lupino 
Fredric March 
Ernest Martin 
Stephen McNally 
Dave Taps 

Eric Thorson 
Arthur Treacher 
Collier Young 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Gene Autry 

Joan Bennett 

Phil Berg 

Lou Cowan 

Jack Dawn 

Don De Fore 
Douglas Dick 
Brian Donlevy 
Bernard Dudley 
Everett Freeman 
James R. Grainger 
Mitchell Hamilburg 
Edward L. Hyman 
Anne Jeffreys 
Mike Kaplan 

Elia Kazan 

Paul Lukas 
George Montgomery 
Constance Moore 
Dudley Nichols 

J. K. Nunan 
Dinah Shore 
Marjorie Steele 
Jerry Wald 
Edward Walton 
Walter Wanger 
Elihu Weiner 
Roland Young 
Hyman Zahl 














MAY GO 


Henry Morgan 
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POOR PIX, PRICES DENT B’WAY 








TV and the B.0. Dominates 20th’s 
Powwows in Chi With Ill. Allied FACTOR: OFF 11% 


Chicago, May 24. 

Television, not even scheduled 
as a topic for discussion, took over 
most of the meeting here yester- 
day (Mon.) between top 20th-Fox 
execs and officers of the Allied 
Theatre Owners of Illinois. Key- 
note of the session was sounded by 
20th prez Spyros P. Skouras who, 
after detailing the company s plans 
for inauguration of full-scale thea- 
tre TV next winter in California, 
declared that video is a “tidal 
wave.” which cannot be stopped 
by any ostrich attitude on the part 
of the film industry. 

Roundtable huddle, first in the 
history of this Allied group, was 
ealled by ATOI prexy Jack Kirsch 
so that the indie exhibs could hear 
first-hand an explanation of 20th’s 
new sales policy. Attending tor 
2th. besides Skouvas, were vee- 
pees Al Lichtman, Andy W. Smith. 
Jr. and Charles Einteld, whose 
clarification of specific points in 
the plan elicited the same general 
acceptance by the exhibs as that 
recently accorded it by Harry 
Brandt's Independent Theatre 
Owners Assn. in New York. 

Skouras predicted tele would 
merge with radio within the next 
seven or eight years to become 
one big medium, which he asserted 
could be a detriment to the film 
boxoffice unless exhibs utilized 
tele to promote business, as 20th 
plans to do with its large-screen 
system. He revealed that 20th. 
at least for the present, would at- 
tempt to prohibit the appearance 
on regular home TV of any 20th 
Slat's 

Video Industry’s ‘Savior’? 

Skouras predicted that two-a- 
dav video would be the “savior of 
film theatre business with the 
policy bringing in the’ highest 
grosses in industry history He 
revealed that his company would 
not release regular motion picture 
product to tele but, fully cognizant 
of the encroaching field, 20th was 
making special features for the 
new medium. He also reassured 
that primary interest of 20th was 

(Continued on page 20) 


Three 20th-Fox Stars 
On Personals as Part Of 
‘Spring’ Bally Tour 


Twentieth-Fox, intent on im- 
Pressing exhibitors that it meant 
What it said in the recently-an- 
nounced sales plan, is hypoing its 
use of special preems to stimulate 
public interest in new pictures 
Currently on tap are two for the 
upcoming “It Happens Every 
Spring’—in St. Louis, tomorrow 
(Thurs. and Pittsburgh the follow- 
ing day—and more are promised 
on other pix as they go into release. 
_ Emphasis on the pre-run open- 
ings, while naturally involving a 
drive for better business, is also 
Seen as a direct 20th answer to 
exhib pronouncements of “show 
me on the new sales policy. Prez 
Spyros P. Skouras declared in that 
blan: “We advocate premieres 
Whenever the occasion justifies 
them to stimulate public interest 
‘a motion pictures. We find the 
time and effort on premieres help 
the exhibitor of the particular area 
where these events are staged... 
The bringing of Hollywood person- 
alities into the communities estab- 
lishes tremendous, lasting good 
will for the exhibitor in his own 
locality.” 
mn “Spring” preems, Linda 
eden Paul Douglas and Jean 
eters will do personals in both 





st ’ Louis and Pittsburgh. Stars 
rhage In St. Louis yesterday 
ues.) for a two-day advance 


buildup to grab off as much pub- 
licity aS possible to saturate the lo- 
a in which 30 other theatres 
he com ae after the chant 
— 1e Memorial Day week- 

Contingent flies to Pitt for the 
Opening Friday at the J. P. Har- 
ris theatre. Senator theatre will 
also show the film opening day 
only, with the trio of stars appear- 
‘ag al both houses 


+ 





a y ¥ 
SWG Board Raps 
20th for Maltz Censure 
Hollywood, May 24 

Shelving of Albert Maltz’s book. 
The Journey of Simon Me- 
Keever,”” was condemned in a res- 
olution adopted by the board of di- 
rectors of the Screefi’§ Writers 
Guild. 

Book was shelved ostensibly be- 
cause Maltz was one of the 10 Hol- 
lyvwoodites cited by Congress for 
contempt in the Commie probe. 


Execs Again Into 
Field to Clarify 
Any Sales Points 


Twentieth-Fox execs, following 
up announcement of their new 
sales policy, are heading out into 
the field to clarify any points on 
which exhibitors are still unsure 
and to emphasize their intentions 
otf making it work as detailed. 
Prez Spyros P. Skouras and veepees 
Al Lichtman, Andy W. Smith, Jr., 
and Charles Einfeld attended the 
Atlied States meeting in Chicago 
Monday (23) and Lichtman and 
Smith continued to Minneapolis to 
talk over the policy there at a 
North Central Allied huddle, 

Skouras and Eintfeld returned to 
the homeoffice after the Chi con- 
tabs, since Skouras is scheduled to 
head for the Coast today (Wed.) 
for talks with production veepee 
Darryl F. Zanuck on studio prob- 
lems and to take a looksee at some 
of the features now nearing com- 
pletion. He is slated for a trip to 
Europe followirm: his return from 
the Coast. Einfeld, meanwhile, 
continues his field work as a guest 


| speaker at the Independent FEx- 


hibitors of New England conven- 
tion tomorrow (Thurs.) in Boston. 

Huddles of the 20th toppers with 
the indie exhib groups represent 
a followup to the session held in 
New York two weeks ago with 
Harry Brandt and his Independent 
Theatre Owners Assn. Following 
answers by Smith and Lichtman 
to questions raised on the policy 
by ITOA members, the’ exhibs 
accepted the plan on the condi- 
tion that 20th would follow through 
with it in the field. 


Empire, Newark, Harks 
Back to 35 in Trust Suit 


Presaging similar legal actions 
once a final settlement is made in 
the film industry’s anti-trust suit, 
the Empire Theatre Corp., which 
has been out of business since 1935. 
last week filed an anti-trust suit 
against the eight major companies 
in N. Y. federal court. Suit charges 


the majors discriminated against | 


them in booking films to their af- 
filiated theatres and claims such 
action has already been adjudged 
a violation of the anti-trust laws 
in the Paramount Case. 

Seeking treble damages amount- 
ing to $5,076,000, the suit charges 


the distribs refused to book prod- , 
uct into the Empire, Newark, when | 


the plaintiff took over the theatre’s 
lease in 1935. House operated for 
nine days, the complaint alleges, 
but, with no major product avail- 
able. was forced to shutter. Ac- 
cording to the brief, the theatre 
tried to buy last-run pictures in 
the territory but the majors still 
refused to book product in favot 
of the own theatres. 


LOEW'S DIVVY 
Loew’s, Ine., directors last week 
voted a regular quarterly dividend 
of 37'2c. per share on common 
stock, payable June 30, to stock- 
, holders of record June 9, 





WEATHER ALal 
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Despite an admittedly weak 


| Showing at the boxoffice last week, 


Broadway firstrun business is not 
lagging far behind last year’s total 
for this season of the year. Compli- 
cation of some admittedly weak 
product, advent of summer weather 
and a touch of sales resistance to 
high-bracket scales for straight- 
film bills managed to slash biz last 
week about 11° below correspond- 
ing week of 1948. Yet of 17 the- 
atres, totals for nine were ahead 
of last year, six were below and 
two were even. Recent weeks have 
been running 4-11°%° behind com- 
parable 1948 session 

Biz trend is following the same 
pattern as in mid-May of 1948, 
with the exception that a year ago 
rain was helping 
Per usual, the 
outdoor 


a surplus of 
Broadway firstruns 
first weeks ot ideal 
weather was tough to beat 

Broadway managers felt that the 
past week (ending May 18) was 
‘unfortunate’ because of the sur 
plus of weakie pictures launched. 
That, plus the many holdover or 
extended-run films, coupled with 
the outdoors competition, spelled 
almost brutal trade in several 
spots. This situation caught the 
Street just at a time when stu- 
dents are occupied with exams, 
New Yorkers are favoring the out- 
doors, and the out-of-towners have 
not as yet started coming in any 
sizeable numbers. 

Majority of managers are- in- 
clined to discount admission prices 

(Continued on page 53) 


Popcorn Keeping 
Exhibitors in Biz? 


Minneapolis. May 24 

North Central Allied, convening 
here this afternoon (Tues.), went 
on record against percentage deals 
after prez Bennie Berger claimed 
that indie exhibitors have not been 
getting “anywhere near a fair re- 
turn on their investments” and 
that only popcorn, candy = and 
screen advertising are keeping 
many theatre owners in business. 

Berger asserted the film com- 
panies are not entitled to 20°, 
let alone 40°, of a theatre’s gross 
for rental, adding “they don’t need 
it.” Following a checkup of NCA 
members revealed most of them al- 
leging forced selling, he promised 
criminal prosecutions of the of- 
fending distributors. Berger also 
promised a “fight to the finish” 


| against boosted film rentals. 


National Allied prez William T. 
Ainsworth and Metro exhib rela- 
tions chief H. M. Richey both ex- 
pressed optimism over the indus- 
try’s future. Ainsworth asked ex- 
hibs to “count their blessings,” 
which, he said, ‘more than offset 
existing evils and adverse factors.” 
Richey said the ‘new enthusiasm” 
permeating all branches of the in- 
dustry “spells prosperity for all.” 
He pointed out that taxation is a 
menace and said it must be cor- 
rected where the percentage of the 
amusement dollar going to pictures 
is declining due to increasing com- 
petition. 





METRO’S LONDON STORY 
BUY WITH FROZEN £ 


London, May 24. 

Suspense story, “The Case of the 
Journeying Boy.” has been pur- 
chased by Metro here for produc- 
tion in Hollywood. Book, by 
Michael Innes, was published by 
Dodd, Mead in New York last 
month and was previously issued 
in England. 

Price is understood to have been 

£ 5.000 ($20,000), which Metro paid 
out of its frozen coin here. Pur- 
ichase of literary properties is one 
of the purposes for which blocked 
sterling may be used by American 
companies 

Book is in the category of “39 

, Steps” and “Lady Vanishes.” 





Mth-Fox May Use Its Own Studio's 


tages to Theatre-Telecast Some 


Of the More Elaborate Programs 


SS 


Technicolor Elects 
> Board Members 


Hollywood, May 24 

Dr Herbert T Kalmus an- 
nounced the election of five mem- 
bers to Technicolor’s board of di- 
rectors 

Albert W. Hawkes, Harrison K 
McCann, Kay Harrison and James 
H. Haves are in for three-vear 
terms, and Eversley Childs, Jr., for 
two 


Indie Exhibs Now 
Await New M-G 


Tncentive Scale 


Indie exhibitors, having appar 
ently accepted the new 20th-Fox 
sales policy at its face value, are 
now pressing for still better deals 
such as a sliding scale which Metro 
is reported mulling, which calls 
for the distrib’s rental to diminish 
percentagewise after a_ theatre 
grosses over and above the agreed 
control figure. 

Scale is not yet in operation but 
is being considered by Metro sales 
veepee William F. Rodgers, after 
having been submitted by a mem- 
ber of the M-G sales cabinet As 
set up, if a theatre had $5,000 as 
a top figure on the standard scale 
deal, on which he might pay 40°, 
he would pay less percentagewise 
on anything above that figure 
Thus, if the gross went up to 
$6,000, he would still pay 40° of 
the first $5,000 but would pay only 
35° on the extra $1,000. 

Idea would be expected to in- 
spire exhibs to extra exploitation 
and ballyhoo efforts, since they 
would have more take-home . pay 
on anything grossed over the top 
scale figure. Thus, it is termed an 
“incentive” scale. Rodgers, on the 
other hand, might nix the idea on 
the assumption that Metro is one 
of the few companies which. still 
goes in for cooperative advertising 

(Continued on page 53) 


Sullivan Tells Ark. ITO 


TV Should Help the B.0. 


Little Rock, May 24. 

Gael Sullivan, Theatre Owners 
of America exec director, reaf- 
firmed his belief that television 
will be a tremendous asset to the 
film boxoffice in a speech before 
the Independent Theatre Owners 
of Arkansas here last week. Indie 
exhibs also heard Max Connett, 
prez of the Mississippi Theatre 
Owners, praise the new 20th-Fox 
sales policy and urge further 
roundtable discussions between ex- 
hibs and distributors. 

Sullivan laid greatest stress on 
the use of trailers for TV adver- 
tising. declaring they could aid in 
corralling the large segment of the 
public who are now not regular 
filmgoers. “It has been proved,” 
he said, “that there is a good 
audience for any good picture. It 
is up to Hollywood to produce 
better pictures and for the theatre 
owners to give them to America 
through greater exploitation.” 

Connett also led an open discus- 
sion on the rapidiy-spreading 16m 
competition throughout this ter- 
ritory. Indie theatre owner 
groups, he said, are prepared to 
take “drastic steps’ to bring the 
so-called jackrabbit operators into 
line and compel them to operate 
on the same standards as the con- 
ventional theatre. 

New officers elected for the ITO 
of Arkansas include Sam _ Kirby 
of Little Rock, prez, succeeding E. 
W. Savage; Jack Bomar of Little 
Rock, secretary-treasurer, and O. 
\ G. Abernathy of Morrilton, veepee. 


Twentieth-Fox priming ils plans 
to launch full-scale theatre televi- 
sion next winter on the Coast. may 
decide to use its Beverly Hills Stu- 
dios to originate some of the more 
ambitious programs for feeding to 
the string of inter-connected thea- 
tres. Company, meanwhile, still has 
several major problems to solve be- 
fore the idea can tee off, such as 
negotiations with the various labor 
unions that might be involved, and 
a decision on whether to use leased 
telephone wires or Government- 
controlled microwave relay chan- 
nels to link the circuit of houses. 


Present plans call for the bulk 
ot theatre TV shows to origtfnate 
from the stage of Grauman’'s Chi- 
nese theatre, Hollywood While 
that might be okay for a straight 
vaude layout (in which 20th plans 
to use the top talent available), it 
is believed that it might be nis.g. 
for other types of shows, such as 
adaptations of Broadway musicals, 
also. being mulled for pro8ram- 
ming. Attempts to televise a legit 
play directly from a theatre stage 
for home video proved unsuccess- 
ful, since TV requires new staging 
which takes the cameras into ac- 
count. If the same situation holds 
true for theatre tele, then 20th be- 
lieves it can have no better studio 
for the job than its regular film 
Stages. 

In addition, the facilities avail- 
able at the company’s Beverly 
Hills plant are believed to make 
the sound stages a natural for thea- 
tre TV presentations. Already men- 
tioned as a probability for the 
theatre circuit, for example, is the 
current Rodgers & Hammerstein 
click, “South Pacific.” If 20th at- 
tempted to stage the musical from 
Grauman’s Chinese, it would be 
necessary to use similar sets and 
props to those used in the Broad- 
way production, which might ap- 
pear flat in theatre TV. By staging 

(Continued on page 20) 


Anna Magnani Inked For 
American Pic; Filming 


Due Off Sicilian Coast 


Rome, May 17. 

Italian cinema star Anna Mag- 
nani has been signed to play a 
leading part in an American pic- 
ture. William Dieterle will direct, 
with his assistant, Victor Stoloff. 
The story was suggested by Renzo 
Avanzo, who is a cousin of director 
Roberto Rossellini, and is being 
developed by writers here in Rome. 

The picture will be made in the 
vicinity of the Island of Stromboli, 
on Vuleana, off the coast of Sicily, 
and will start the end of May. Ro- 
sanno Brazzi, whe just completed 
“Little Women” for Metro in Hol- 
lywood, will play the male lead, 
and Geraldine Brooks will be the 
romantic girl lead. 

Miss Magnani is studying Eng- 
lish, and expects to be able to com- 
plete her role in the picture in 
English for American audiences. 





H. B. Brown Elected Prez 
By Production Mers. 


Hollywood, May 24. 

Unit Production Managers Guild 
elected Hugh B. Brown, of Para- 
mount, president; Edward Woeh- 
ler, of Metro, veepee; Lewis Leary, 
Universal-International, secretary, 
and Charles Woolstenhulme, Para- 
mount, treasurer. 

New board of directors, in ad- 
dition to Brown and Woehler, con- 
sists of Robert R. Snody, 20th-Fox; 
Sidney Bowen, 20th-Fox; Kenneth 
Holmes, Republic: Percy Ikerd, 
DeRochement Productions; Dan 
Keefe, Cagney Productions; Ed- 
ward Killy, RKO: Serge Petschni- 
koff, Metro, and K. Keith Weeks 
freelance. 





Paramount set William Bendix 
io co-star with Alan Ladd in 
“Eagles of the Navy.” 
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SCREEN PLAYS CORP. presents 


9 ae : 
rz 
‘frome of Bicave wits DOUGLAS DICK + FRANK LOVEJOY + JAMES EDWARDS + STEVE BRODIE + JEFF COREY + 
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The Beautiful Blonde | 
From Bashfual Bend 
(SONG-COLOR) 
Hollywood, May 21. 


20th-Fox release of Preston Sturges pro- 
duction, written and directed by Sturges 
from screenplay based on a story by Earl 
Felton. Stars Betty Grable; features Cesar 


Homero, Rudy Vallee, Olga San Juan. 
Camera (Technicolor), Harry Jackson: 
music, Cyril Mockridge: editor, Robert 
Fritch. Tradeshown May 20, 49. Running 
time. 16 MINS. 
WrGGGle .. . 2. 2s kee sins bee 88 Betty Grable 
Blackie Jobero . Cesar Romero 
Charles Hingleman Rudy Vallee 
Conchita ; Olga San Juan 
Basserman Boy Sterling Holloway 
EY errr rr i re Hugh Herbert 
Mr. Jorgensen El Brendel 
Judge O'Toole Porter Hall 
Pati Behrs 


Roulette 





Mrs. O'Toole Margaret Hamilton 
Basserman Boy Danny Jackson 
Mr. Hingleman Emory Parnell 
Sheriff Alan Bridge 
Joe Chris-Pin Martin 
Sheriff Sweetzer '. Farrell MacDonald 
Mr. Bsasserman Richard Hale 
Mrs. Hingleman Georgia Caine 
Mrs. Smidlap Esther Howard 
Conductor Harry Hayden 
Messenger Boy Chester Conklin 
Freddie (age 6). Mary Monica MacDonald 
Di Schultz Torben Mever 
Bartender Dewey Robinson 
Dr. Smidilap Richard Kean 
Station Agent Harry Tyler 
Pullman Porter Dudley Dickerson 
Grandpa Russell Simpson 

Bettv Grable and color give 
“The Beautiful Blonde from Bash- 
ful Bend” a chance to stir up 
some initial boxoffice interest. 
Color has been splashed on lav- 
ishlv. there are plenty of flashy 


costumes for the femmes and other 
touches of production dress. but 
“Blonde” is basically a rather sillv 
western farce. loosely concocted. 

Producer - director - writer Pres- 
fon Sturges plavs his script with 
frantic slapstick, stressing raw, 
bawdy comedy rather than gen- 
uine humor. to get the laughs. 
The basic plot was sound. offer- 
ing some novelty of idea. but the 
Sturges develorment makes it a 
jumbled mixture of gags and situa- 
tions. lacking smooth continuity. 
The pacing is erratic. as is the 





film editing. picture bearing evi- 
dence of being sharplv scissored 
to bring running time down to 76 
minutes. 

Miss Grable the chief asset 
as a western dancehall gal who 
knows how to handle a gun—and 


is 


gets into trouble because of it. 
Her character is that of a tough 
babe, not above blackmail. rolling 


a drunk and any other method of 
making monev. The boy friend is 
Cesar Romero. with the same ven 
for easy coin. plus an appreciation 
for all comely femmes It's the 
latter that starts the trouble. Miss 
Grable out to kill him for two- 
timing but. in a dark room. shoots 
w» judge in the posterior by mis- 
take. 

Fleeing from the law. Miss 
Grable noses as a schoolteacher in 
another western town, makes a 
play for Rudy Vallee because he 
owns a gold mine and becomes in- 
voloved in a shoot-'em-up feud be- 
tween the good and bad citizens 
of the town before the law catches 
up with her again. There's a trial. 


is 


she grabs another gun—and the 
judge has another bullet hole in 
is end. That's the end of the 


picture. too. 

Miss Grable sings “Evervtime I 
Meet You” as a barroom solo and 
works with Vallee on “In the 
Gloamin’.” There's also a title 
number. sung bv a chorus for 
background effect in the’ score. 
Cast goes about its business okav 
In answering Sturges’ demands for 
burlesquing of the characters and 
occasionally makes the coarse 
humor Dav off. Olga San Juan 
IS a pretty picture in color as Miss 


Grable's friend. Sterling Hollo- 
Way. Hugh Herbert. El Brendel. 
Porter Hall, Pati Behrs. Richard 


Hale and others try hard. 

Harry Jackson has given the pic- 
ture expert color lensing and other 
technical credits are Standard 

Brog. 


Lust for Gold 
Hollywood, May 24. 


Columbia release of S. § ; 
. ' : . Sylvan Simon 
preceesar directed by Simon. Stars ide 
upino, Glenn Ford: features Gig Young 


pAretas- J Prince. Edgar Buchanan. Will 
eer Paul Ford . Screenplay. Ted Sherde- 
al Richard English: based on book 
Funder Gods Gold.”” by Barry Storm: 
o mera. Archie Stout: editor Gene Hav. 
ck. Previewed Mav 13 “49 Runni 
time. x9 MINS, sa 
— Thomas Ida Luvin 
“fac Ps . ; d 
oe, Walz Glenn Ford 
ete Thomas Gig Young 
wie Storm William Prince 
hs : Edgar Buchanan 
Jeputy Rav Covin Will Geer 
ae oe Lynn Farly Paul Ford 
} sedated Jay Silverheels 
ae Fddv Walle: 
ee Will Wright 
>: : Seas 888": Virginia Mullen 
— @ralta Antonio Moreno 
pe érebes Arthur Hunniecutt 
— Myrna Dell 
Ris R: Tom Tyler 
mie . tannister Elspeth Dudeeon 
- sales Paul E. Burns 
oxd Buckley Havden Rorke 


“Lust for Gold” is the storv of a 


$20,000,000 jackpot. free to anv- 
one who can find it. That give- 
away. dwarfing even radio's fabhu- 


lous handouts. is a strong gimmick 
for exploiting this one. In addi- 
tion. it has the names of Glenn 
Ford and Ida Lupino for marquee 
dressing. and an interesting storv 
line to help its chances. 


For wouldbe treasure hunters 


Miniature Reviews 


“The Beautiful Blonde 
From Bashful Bend” ‘Songs- 
Color) (20th). Betty Grable 


in silly western farce. 


“Lust for Gold” (Col). Good 
exploitation pic plus Glenn 
Ford and Ida Lupino. 

“The Red Menace” (Rep). 


Bold propaganda melodrama 
against Communists and their 
U. S. activities. 

“Mighty Joe Young” (RKO). 
Solid exploitation feature of 
the “King Kong” type; can be 


ballyhooed for hefty grosses. 

“Quick on the’ “Trigger” 
(Songs) (Col). Another’ in 
Durango Kid oater — series. 
Okay dualer 

“Leave It to Henry” 
(Mono). Excellent support- 
ing feature, followup on 
“Henry. the Rainmaker.” 

“Fools Rush In” (‘(GFD). 
Weak British - made _ family 
drama. 








the picture offers all the necessary 
clues and even the general loca- 
tion of the Lost Dutchman Mine in 
Arizona. How the mine was dis- 
covered, who the people were that 
died because of lusting for its gold 
down through the years is used as 
the interesting backing for the Ted 
Sherdeman-Richard English script, 
based on Barry Storm’s_ book, 
‘Thunder Gods Gold.” 

Producer - director S. Sylvan 
Simon has used flashbacks to tell 
the story, opening his yarn with a 
modern-day murder in Arizona's 
Superstition Mountains. Story 
goes back into the past as William 
Prince, portraying Barry Storm a 
descendant of the evil Dutchman 
who once controlled the riches of the 
mine. searches among state records 
in an effort to locate the mine for 
himself. 


Major portion of the film is 
given over to Glenn Ford's por- 
trayal of the Dutehman, Jacob 


Walz. who came by the mine with 
a murdering rifle. Footage covers 
his ill-conceived romance with Ida 
Lupino, a girl as greedy for wealth 
as the Dutchman himself. Sequence 
concludes with Ford’s mad destruc- 
tion of Miss Lupino and her hus- 
band, Gig Young, and then his own 
death by an earthquake that ap- 


parently has concealed the mine 
forever. 
Prince has his top moments 


when he nears the gold cache, only 
to be set upon by a deputy sheriff. 
Will Geer, who has killed off all 
who seemed on the verge of find- 
ind the treasure. They engage in 
a pitched, cliff-top battle that 
builds into gripping suspense for 
the watcher and which brings the 
film to a thrilling conclusion. 

Cast ably goes about its business 
under Simon's helming. Latter 
and his associate producer. Earl 
McEvoy, have done an expert job 
of presenting an interesting story. 
Arizona locale gets good lensing 
trom Archie Stout and it’s too bad 
that studio process shots don’t 
blend too well with the authentic 
footage. Editing holds film to 89 
minutes. Brog. 





The Red Menace 
Hollywood, May 24. 


release of Herbert J. Yates 
production. Features Robert Rockwell, 
Hanne Axman. Shepard Menken, Barbra 
Fuller, Betty Lou Gerson, Lester Luther. 
James Harrington. William J. Lally. Wil- 
liam Martel. Duke Williams. Directed by 
R. G. Springsteen. Screenplay. Albert 
DeMond. Gerald Geraghty: original, De- 
Mond: camera. John MacBurnie: music, 
Nathan Scott: editor. Harry Keller. Pre- 
viewed May 24, 49. Running time, 87 MENS. 
sill Jones Robert Rockwell 
Nina Petrovka Hanne Axman 
Henry Solomon Shepard Menken 
Mollie O'Flaherty Barbra Fuller 
Yvonne Kraus Betty Lou Gerson 


Republic 


Earl Partridge Lester Luther 
Martin Vejac James Harrington 
TREE BMIOE. oi cies vawas William J. Lally 
eer ress er tT William Martel 
Sam err Duke Williams 
Mrs. O'Flaherty Kav Reihl 
Benson Roval Raymond 
BOWE. ks os Sadao Grege Martell 
Proprietress ......ee«:; Mary DeGolver 
Father O’Leary....... Leo Cleary 
Reachi Norman Budd 
O'Toole Llovd Davies 
Tom Wright Napoleon Simpson 
Sheriff Robert Purcell 


Republic. better known for west- 
erns and escapist film dramas. has 
come up with a bold melodrama 
hitting at Communists and the fel- 
low travellers who aid them. “The 
Red Menace” is a frank piece of 
screen propaganda and Republic 
plans to sell it on that basis with 
a hvpoed exploitation campaign 


A documentary flavor has been 
achieved bv using a cast of un- 
knowns: the script is articulate 


enough in making its pitch against 
insidious Red encroachment: _ it 
waves the flag at the proper times 
and is an okav melodrama on 
other points Being propaganda, 
pic will need the help of Repub- 
lic’s best exploitation guns 

A veteran. disgruntled over the 
lack of Government protection 
from sharpshooting housfng racke- 
teers. is used to show how the 
commies seize on. discontent to 
further their own” revolutionary 
aims There's plenty of name- 
calling in the seript by Albert 


DeMond and Gerald Geraghty, be- 
speaking lengthy research to make 
the facts stick. Director R. G. 
Springsteen has used a matter-of- 


fact approach to the story, rather. 


than thriller tactics, which helps 
the documentary effect. 

Story opens with a young couple 
fleeing across the country from 
Los Angeles and then flashes back 


to explain their flight and their 
fear. Robert Rockwell is the vet, 
whose dissatisfaction with the 


postwar world is fanned by com- 
mie agents until he is almost sold 
a bill of goods about the party. 
The Reds use sex, money and even 
fear, to sell their propaganda, but 
Rockwell and a _ party teacher, 
Hanne Axman, wise up in time to 
escape and turn their energies to 
being good citizens who can live 
without fear of commie reprisals. 

Rockwell is good the con- 
fused vet and Miss Axman handles 
herself very ably. Shepard Men- 
ken stands out as a Jewish party 
member who escapes by death. 
Barbra Fuller, Betty Lou Gerson, 
William J. Lally, Duke Williams, 
Leo Cleary are among the other 
fellow- travellers, commies and 
good Americans who put over 
some exceptionally good scenes. 

Herbert J. Yates takes his first 
executive producer credit with 
this one and the personal interest 
will follow through into the whole- 
sale exploiting that will support 
its release. A competent lensing 
chore by John MacBurnie, an ex- 
cellent music score by Nathan 
Scott and tight editing are among 
the expert technical credits. 

Brog. 


as 


Mighiv Joe Voung 


Hollywood, May 21. 

of John Ford-Merian C. 
Cooper (Arko) production. Stars Terry 
Moore. Ben Johnson, Robert Armstrong. 
Directed by Ernest B. Schoedsack. Screen- 
play. Ruth Rose from original by Cooper: 


RKO release 


camera. J. Roy Hunt: technical creator. 
Willis O’Brier, special effects. Harold 
Stine, Bert Willis. Linwood Dunn: editor. 
Ted Cheesman. Tradeshown May 19, ‘49. 
Running time, 93 MINS. 

Jill Young oar Terry Moore 
Gregg Ben Johnson 
Max O'Hara Robert Armstrong 
Mr. Joseph Young (gorilla) Himself 
Windy a ae onan Frank McHugh 
Jones or re er Douglas Fowley 
eee . Denis Green 
Smith weeesceeees.- Paul Guilfoyle 
Ferrer ce Nestor Paiva 


Regis Toomey 
Lora Lee Michel 
James Flavin 


John Young 
Jill (as a girl 
Schultz 


and thrills com- 
natural 


Corn, comedy 
bined in an exploitation 
give ‘““Mighty Joe Young” a most 
favorable boxoffice outlook. Not 
since “King Kong” have theatres 
had a topnotch jungle feature to 
ballvhoo into fat grosses. “Young” 
is such a film and can be given 





Spirit of 49 

“Spirit of “49.” film industry 
short made as part of the pic- 
ture business’ cooperation with 
the current U. S. Bond drive, 
is being distributed by Univer- 
sal. Dore Schary-Richard Gold- 
stone production stars Jack 
Benny and features Rochester. 
Script is a natural since they 
follow much of the same rou- 
tine as on the radio—Benny’s 
contrasted to Rochester's easy- 
come, easy-go. 

Business of unlocking a huge 
vault, after the guard is made 
to turn the other wavy as 
Benny works with the com- 
bination, down to the scream- 
ing sirens, clanging bells. ete., 
as the safe door is swung open 
is utilized. Only this time. 
Benny comes out with a gold 
spike, alleged to have come 
from ceremonies uniting the 
rail line from the east with the 
railway from San Francisco. 
Flashback shows Bennv’'s an- 
cestors trekking westward in 
the California gold rush days. 
with fitting scenes from such 
epics as “Covered Wagon.” 
“Union Pacific.” “Thundering 
Herd.” and “San Francisco.” 
Plot has Benny investing in 
Government bonds, on_ basis 
of getting back $4 for every 
$3 invested, and 10 years later 
actually getting that much 
back. Jack Benny's tagline to 
Rochester, after the latter 
savs he’s going to put his sal- 


arv into Savings Bonds. is 
“That's the Spirit of °49." 
Aside from being one of 


very few times that Benny has 
appeared in a short. the sub- 


ject avoids much of the bla- 
tant appeal so many such 
bond drive shorts have had. 


The impact to have the people 
Invest in Government bonds is 


nicely worked in, and only 
after a maximum of deft 
Benny clowning. In addition 


to the smooth production job, 
including Armand  Deutsch’s 
coordinator work. the short 
boasts topfight sound = and 
worthwhile screenplay by Al- 
len Rivkin. Wear. 


| but 


The Weaker Sex 


“The Weaker Sex” (Rank), 
being released in the U. S. by 
Eagle Lion, will be tradeshown 
in New York tomorrow (26). 
Pic, which presumably is a 
tribute to the long-suffering 
British housewife, was re- 
viewed in Variety from Lon- 
don, Oct. 26, 1948, where it 
was cited as possessing ‘“‘very 
little in story values.” Review- 
er felt that the recalling of 
the war days and the ration- 
ing and queues still faced by 
the British people “may earn 
a sympathetic response,” from 
femme audiences in America. 

Review credited the stars 
Ursula Jean and Cecil Parker 
with good performances and 
summed up the supporting 
roles as being ‘“piayed with 
competence by an experienced 
cast but they are unable to re- 
deem a subject which, while 
abounding in sincerity, is de- 
void of vitality.” 








flamboyant handling to build stout 
ticket window interest. 

“Young” is fun to laugh at and 
with, loaded with incredible corn, 
plenty of humor, and a_ robot 
gorilla who becomes a_ genuine 
hero. The technical skill of the 
large staff of experts gives the 
robot life, both for audience thrills 
and sympathy, and helps to tie to- 
gether the ten-twent’-thirt’ ele- 
ments of the story. 

Plot of the Merian C. Cooper 
original, scripted by Ruth Rose, 
deals with a gorilla, raised in the 
Atrican jungle by a young girl. 
Both the girl and the giant ape are 
happy with their rusticating until a 
safari headed by Broadway pro- 
ducer Robert Armstrong arrives in 
the jungle. Armstrong is looking 
for decorations for a flashy night 
club he is building in Hollywood 
and immediately sees the possibili- 
ties of the ape and the girl. The 
pair are brought to the States. Both 
become discontented away from 
their native heath. The ape goes on 
rampage, is condemned to death 
escapes with two human 
friends. While fleeing, they tarry 
long enough to save several small 


children caught in an orphanage 
fire. Joe becomes a hero. is for- 
given by the law and returns to 
Africa. 


The presentation by John Ford 
and Cooper pulls all stops in slug- 
ging away at audience risibilities 
while pointing up the melodra- 
matic phases. It’s this general air 
of tongue-in-cheek treatment that 
makes the corn palatable and will 
keep an audience grinning even at 
the most thrilling moments. Arm- 
strong’s use of cowbovs to lasso 
lions; the attempted lariating of 
Joe himself by the cowpokes; Joe’s 
drunken rampage in which the 
night club is wrecked and the pa- 
trons stampeded are good fun as 
directed by Ernest Schoedsack. He, 


as well as Cooper, were responsible | 


for “King Kong” so this followup 
is a natural. 

Playing support to the robot here 
are Terry Moore as the girl; Ben 
Johnson, a cowpoke on the jungle 
safari and romatic interest with 
Miss Moore; Armstrong. Frank 
McHugh and sundry other capable 
performers. All seem to enjoy their 
excursion into the fantastic. 

Technical chore of blending the 
robot antics with human perform- 
ances is done credibly. Rating 
credit as technical creator is Willis 
O’Brien and the staff working un- 
der him. Photography also is a 
factor as handled by J. Roy Hunt, 
plus photographie effects by Har- 
old Stine and Bert Willis, and op- 
tical photography by Linwood 
Dunn. Brog. 


Quick on the Trigger 
(SONGS) 


Columbia release of Colbert Clar 
i . J ark pro- 
duction. Stars Charles Starrett: features 





Lyle Talbot, Helen Parrish. Sunshine 
Boys. Smiley Burnette. Directed by Ray 
_Nazarro. Screenplay. Elmer Clifton: cam- 
era. Rex Wimpy: editor. Paul Borofsky. 
At New York, N. Y., week May 19. *49 
Running time, 54 MINS, 
Steve Warren } 
rhe Durango Kid) Charles Starrett 
Smiley Burnette Smiley Burnetie 
Garvey Yager y Lyle Talbot 
Nora Reed Helen Parrish 
Alfred Murdock George Eldredge 
Martin’ Oaks Ted Adams 
Judge Kormac Alan sridge 
Fred Reed , Russell Arms 
The Sunshine Bovs 
Another in the Durango Kid 


series, “Quick on the Trigger” un- 
winds as an okay dualer for the 
Wwild-and-woolly aficionados. 
Twists that hike it a cut above 
the usual hoss-opera are some 
Jivey yippy-ki-vodeling tunes and 
use of flashback-narrative tech- 
nique. Hero, sheriff of the town, 
Is not only quick on the draw and 
savvy with his mitts, but is a legal 
eagle when it comes to defending 
himself in court. Story gets under 
Way when the deposed sheriff 


‘Charles Starrett) is put on trial 
of a 
operates a 


for 
pert 


brother 
who 


the 
miss 


murdering 
young 


| sheriff. 


a 
stagecoach line. He is prosecuted 
by an oily lawyer ‘Lyle Talbot) 


who is the real killer. The ji,» 
falls for the prosecution's ridaek 
up evidence and convicts the ex- 
But the latter stages 4 
break, returns garbed as the 
Durango Kid, whips the phoney 
attorney and exposes him as the 
actual gunman. Then he comes 
back in his everyday outfit and 
gets his old sheriff's badge. 
Starrett is properly resourceful 
and hard-riding in the sheriff. 
Durango Kid role, although where 
he picks up the Kid’s black outfit 
and why his quick-change should 


fool a whole town remain mys- 
teries. Talbot is adequately men- 
acing as the over-weight heavy 
and Helen Parrish is fair as the 
stagecoach ingenue. Smiley Bur. 
nette carries the comic relief byr- 
den capably, putting over some 
Slapstick routines as a simple- 
minded bugler and some horsey 


hi-de-ho numbers accompanied by 


the Sunshine Boys quartet One 
laugh-getter was a novelty song 
with a dancing nag. Bril, 





Leave It to Henry 
Hollywood, May 21. 


Monogram release of Peter S« ully (M 


fair) production, edited by Scully = 


St; 

Raymond Walburn, Walter Catlett: po 
tures Gary Gray, Mary Stuart, Barbara 
Brown. Directed by Jean Yarbrough 
Screenplay, D. D. Beauchamp from his 
Cosmopolitan mag story; camera William 
Sickner. Previewed May 20, °49 Running 
time. 57 MINS, 
Henry Latham ees Raymond Walburn 
Mayor Colton 7 Walter Catlett 
David Latham.......... Gary Grav 
Barbara Latham...... Mary Stuart 
Mrs. Latham Barbara Brown 
Mr. McCluskey Houseley Stevenson 
Aunt Martha ......... Ida Moore 
Milo Williams ....... Olin Howlin 
Jim McCluskey....... Pat Phelan 
Georgie CORPO. scenes George McDonald 
reece Drivel’... sccee Maynard Holmes 
MMs axa s cue veoweaks Burk Symon 
rr William Vedder 
Attorney Harry Harvey 

“Leave It to Henry” is an ex- 
cellent followup to Monogram’s 
“Henry, the Rainmaker.” It has 
the same general homey. humor- 
ous flavor of the first and will 
rate plenty of bookings as a sup- 
porting feature to bolster’ twin 
bills. Entertainment pattern § set 


by the first two rates another fol- 
lowup. 

Oldtime funny men such as Ray- 
mond Walburn, Walter Catlett and 
Olin Howlin carry the ball for 
comedy and do slick jobs of. it. 
Walburn repeats his Henry 
Latham character while Catlett is 
back as the mayor, both making 
for a very pleasant 57 minutes of 
chuckles. 

This time Henrv gets in trouble 
when he tries to top a centennial 
celebration planned by the ladies 
of the town. The topper is to be 
the enactment of the burning of a 
river steamboat. With the con- 
nivance of the mayor, Henry 
erects a replica of the steamboat 
on a barge. fires it and floats it 
down the river. It catches on a 
toll bridge, everything goes up in 
flames, and Henry goes to _ jail. 
Story is told in flashback from the 
witness chair at Henry’s trial. 

Cast works hard and capably to 
put it over and there are plenty 
of laughs as the plot develops. 
D. D. Beauchamp gave it good 
dialog and situations in scripting 
from his own mag story and Jean 
Yarbrough’s direction values the 
material correctly and with good 
pace. Among top scenes is the 
riverboat christening staged by 
Walburn. Catlett and Howlin, com- 
plete with champagne and corny 
Zags. 

Aiding the fun is young Gary 
Gray, Henry’s son; Barbara Brown, 
the suffering wife; Ida Moore. lat- 


ter's caustic-tongued aunt: and 
Houseley Stevenson, miserly toll 
bridge owner. Mary Stuart re 


peats her role of Henry's daughter 
and again impresses as a capable 
actress. 

Peter Scully's production super- 
vision has obtained excellent ef- 
fects for budget and his editing is 
expert. Lensing by William Sick- 
ner is good. Brog. 


Fools Rash In 
(BRITISH) 


London. May 16. 

GFD release of J. Arthur Rank-Pine- 
wood ‘Aubrey Baring) production. Fea- 
tures Sally Ann Howes, Guy Rolfe. Nora 
Swinburne, Nigel Buchanan. Directed bY 
John Paddy Carstairs Screenplay bY 
Geoffrey Kerr, from play by Kenneth 
Horne: camera, Geoffrey Unsworth. Os 
wald Morris: editor, George Clark: musie- 
Wilfred Burns. At Metrop.'e, London, 
May 16, ‘49. Running time. 82 MENS. 
Pamela Dickson Sally Ann Howes 
Paul Dickson Guy Rolfe 
Angela Dickson Nora Swi.‘burne 
Joe Trent Nigel Buchanan 
Sir Charles Leigh Ravmond Lovell 
Mrs. Coot Thora Hird 
Millicent Patricia Raine 
Vrs. Mandrake Nora Nicholson 
Tommy Peter Hammond 
Mr. Atkins Charles Victor 
Mrs. Atkins Esme Cannon 


and wil. 
very pedes- 
entertain 
S appeal. 


Lacking in action 
“Fools Rush In” is a 
trian attempt at light 
ment which has little U 

Based on a play by Kenneth 
Horne. the pic relates the emo 
tions of a girl who changes her 
mind on her wedding cov #fter 


‘Continued on page 1®) 
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AQ FILMS ROLL IN PROD. SURGE 
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Charge Majors With Discrimination 
In Ousting SPG Union Activists 


Digging in for an anticipated 


long fight with major companies 
for a new pact, Screen Publicists 
Guild is filing charges with the 
National Labor Relations Board 
charging the industry with discrim- 
jnatory firing and intimidation of 
union members. Several layoffs in 
the homeoffice flackeries, SPG al- 
Jeges, violated seniority rights and 
were designed to oust Guild adher- 
ents. SPG execs assert such prac- 
tices are illegal even under the 
Taft-Hartley law. 

Little hope for settlement was 
seen in the renewed efforts of 
Federal commissioner of media- 
tion. M. L. Stone, to bring both 
parties together Monday (23). Guild 
representatives attended the meet- 
ing reluctantly, stating the com- 
panies are still refusing to make 
“satisfactory counter-proposals” to 
the Guild’s demands for a 25% 
wage hike and tightened security 
provisions 

Both SPG and Screen Office & 
Professional Employees Guild, 
meantime, called off their picket 
lines before the Palace on Broad- 
way afier souring the nostalgic 
goodwill which welcomed vaude's 
comeback _ last Thursday (19). 
Picketing, however, has been in- 
tensified around Loew’s theatres on 
a five-night-a- week basis But 
whenever a Loew’s house plays an 
Eagle Lion slatnane, the Guilds 
hold back since the latter company 
has the sole industry pact with the 
whitecollarite unions. 
Wehrenberg Bequeaths 

$50,000 to 7 Employes 
St. Louis, May 24. 

Seven employes of Fred Weh- 
renberg. pioneer exhibitor here 
who died two weeks ago, were be- 
queathed a total of $50,000 under 
the terms of a will filed last week 
in the St. Louis county probate 
court. Beneficiary of the largest 
sum, $25,000. is Lester Kropp, gen. 
mgr. of Wehrenberg’s chain of 10 
indie houses and three St. Louis 
County drive-ins. Kropp worked 
for Wehrenberg for 33 years. 

Other employe beneficiaries are 
Mrs. Helen Foster, Miss Catherine 
Eilermann and Gustav N. Krause, 
managers and cashiers of three 
houses, each of whom will receive 
$7,500. Wehrenberg’s widow is to 
receive one-half of the estate be- 
fore gifts to the employes. An- 
other $59,000 in specific bequests 
are made. 

Wehrenberg’s son-in-law, Paul 
Krueger, manager of three houses, 
is to receive $25,000: his grandson, 
$25,000, and a sister, $5,000. Three 
other employes, F. H. Marlott, 
Joseph Litvag and Alfred Kropp, 
will receive a total of $2,500. 
Wehrenberg willed $2,000 to the 
Beiter Films Council of Greater 
St. Louis and $2,000 to the Child’s 
Conversation Conference of St. 
Louis, a charity. 


Esso Pix’s Big Distrib 


Seven documentary films, pro- 
duced by Esso Standard Oil on an 
institutional advertising basis, have 
been chosen by the U.S. State Dept. 
for showing abroad by U. S. em- 
bassies and legations. Via_ this 
channel, the films will be exhibited 
before select audiences in 45 
countries, including those behind 
the fron Curtain and in Russia 
itself. Films deal with cultural and 
historical aspects of life in seven 
States, 





Soundtracks for 76 prints of each 
film are being prepared in all the 
major languages. 


20th Renews Bassler 
Hollywood, May 24. 

Twentieth - Fox renewed Robert 
Bassler’s producer contract tor 
two years. during which his pro- 
Sram calls for seven features. 
a abroad and four on the home 
0 

Meanwhile. Bassler has two com- 
pleted productions awaiting re- 
lease, “Sand” and “Collision.” 


‘film costs and expenses: 


Carrillo as Villa 


Hollywood, May 24 

Leo Carrillo goes south of the 
border to star in “Pancho Villa.” 
to be produced by Miguel Con- 
tveras Torres at the Churubusco 
studios in Mexico City 

Mexican government is cooperat- 
ing on the picture, which will be 
made in separate Spanish and Eng- 
lish versions, with a deal in the 
making for RKO release north of 
the border 


Big Writeof 
Keeps RKO Net 
Down to $504,044 


Writeoff of costs of certain 
stories and continuities amounting 
to $1,045,693 is tabbed as a major 
factor in RKO winding up the year 
1948 with only $504.044 consoli- 
dated net profit. according to finan- 
cial report of last week. Without 
this heavy writeoff, the corporation 
might have wound up the vear with 
$1.500.000 net, or close to that fig- 
ure, since this $1.045.693 figure was 
authorized by the directors as a 
writeoff by a direct charge to profit 
and loss instead of being charged 
to studio overhead. and thereby 
allocated to the cost of pictures 
produced during the vear 

RKO profit compares with $5.- 
085.848 shown in 1947. Just how 
drastic this writeoff for 1948 to- 
taled is seen by the explanation in 
financial statement to stockholders. 
This cited that nearly all of the 
$1.045.693 would have been in- 
cluded in inventories of produc- 
tions as of Dec. 31 last vear had 
the usual accounting procedure of 
the company been followed. Only 
reason given for the unusual pro- 
cedure and drastic writeoff is that 
it was taken “‘subsequent to a 
change in studio management and 
as an incident thereto.” 

Just how much out of line the 
total net for 1948 was is seen in 
the note to stockholders from Ned 
E. Depinet. in which the first quar- 
ter net for 1949 was revealed. This 
shows $1.037.480 consolidated net 
profit for the initial quarter this 
year, the three months topping the 
full vear of 1948. It compares with 
€1.345.327 in first quarter of 1948. 

RKO gross income for last vear 
totaled $109.995.921, with all ex- 
cepting $4.227.901 coming from 
film rentals. sales and theatre ad- 
missions. Corporation did not 
break down the totals to show how 
much came from the theatre com- 
pany and how much from distribu- 
tion Corporation listed its ex- 
penses at $104.372.282, $29,128,066 
of which going for amortization of 
$28,228 .- 
87 for rovalties and participations 
and $47,015.528 for operating and 
general expenses 

Corporation's charge for losses 
on investments in productions, 
stories and continuities amounted 
to $3.357.370 

Despite the small net profit for 
the year, RKO earned surplus as of 
Dec. 31, 1948. was $21.682.181 after 
paving $2.339,941 in dividends on 
common. 

SPG Industry-Wide Vote 
Hollywood, May 24. 

Screen Publicists Guild filed a 
petition tor an industry-wide elec- 
tion yesterday ‘Tues.), leaving the 
decision of the size of the voting 
unit in the lap of National Labor 
Relations Board. Pro-International 
Alliance of Theatrical Employees 
flacks said thev'll maintain de- 
mands for studio election only. 

SPG originally asked for wider 
jurisdiction also covering adver- 
tising agency flacks. 


PICTURES 9 





HUT NO STEPUP 


Feature production at the Holly 
wood studios, which receded to an 
ebb of 28 only four months ago, ts 
now perking again, with some 40 
films now before the cameras at 
the nine major and minor studios 
and among indie producers. Total 
is about the same as that in pro- 
duction at this time last year but 
the final roundup for 1949 should 
see it tar ahead ot ‘48, since 30 
more features are scheduled for 
lensing within the next several 
months, as against 20 at this time 
a Vear ago. 


ed 











eal 


Chief reason offered for the pro 
duction surge is the faster playoff 
being given most pictures at the 
nation’s boxoffice. Distributors, 
however. have not yet stepped up 
their rate ot release, which is lead 
ing to the paradoxical situation of 
an increase in backlogs in an era 
ot taster playoffs. Most of the ma 
jors, it is Known, plan to boost 
their total of completed and unre- 
leased films to somewhere between 
the 15 and 20 marker, which they 
consider the safe point. Once that 
is reached, and if pictures continue 
their present playoff rate, then it 
is expected the releasing schedules 
will be upped. 

Indicating the general thinking 
on the part of the majors is the 
present position of 20th-Fox. Stu- 
dio, with 12 teatures now finished 
and waiting release, expects to 
have its total 1949 release roster 
wound by next month. As a re- 
sult, 20th plans to have seven more 
features beiore the cameras early 
in June, which will represent po 
tential releases for the first half- 
year of 1950 Twentieth, conse- 
quently, will have no summer letup 
in production. 


Metro’s 8 in Work 


Biggest increase in film-making 
activities is being 
Metro. Company had oniy ihree 
features in the works at this time 


last year but currently has eight! 


before the cameras, most of them 
top-budgeters. That figure does not 
include “Annie Get Your Gun,” 
which resumes production as soon 
as the femme star question is set- 
tled, following the temporary sus- 
pension of Judy Garland. 

Other companies are running 
about the same as last year, fol 
lowing the pickup in production 
during the last month or so. Co- 
lumbia has four now, as against 
five last vear, and RKO, with three 

(Continued on page 18) 


PAR EXECS’ QUICKIE 
WHIRL AT THE STUDIO 


Barney Balaban, Al Schwalberg, 
Max Youngstein and other Para- 
mount homeoifice brass return to 
New York at the end of this week 
from sales meetings and studio con- 
fabs on the Coast. Los Angeles 
sessions first two days of this week 
wound up the series which had 
been previously held in New York, 
Pittsburgh, Chicago and Dallas. 

Balaban and Youngstein planed 
out of New York Sunday (22) night 
for the meetings. It was a twin 
bill for them, since they addressed 
the sales crew and then planned to 
be at the studio the rest of the 
week for introduction by Balaban 
of Youngstein to execs there and 
for discussions of publicity-adver- 
tising plans. 

Youngstein finished up as pub-ad 
chief at Eagle Lion Friday (20) and 
immediately shifted over to Par 
Coast confabs are being held with 
studio topper Henry Ginsberg, Y. 
Frank Freeman, studio publicity 
chief Norman Siegel and others on 
plans for coordinating work of the 
pub-ad department. to lay out cam- 
paigns on upcoming pix, to deter- 
mine release dates, etc Also on 
the Coast for the sessions is east- 
ern studio rep Russell Holman. 

Sales department execs who were 
west for the two-day L. A. parley 
were, in addition to Schwalberg 
Ted O'Shea. Fred LeRoy, Oscar 
Morgan and sales attorney Dick 
Morgan. 


racked up by; 





10 Cos. in MPEA Split $3,000,000 In 3 


U-I Spurts 


Hollywood, May 24 
Production at Universal - Inter- 
national gets a shot in the arm, 
with six pictures slated to. start 
within the next 30 days, the 
heaviest one-month field of start- 
ers in recent vears on that lot 
Lined up are “Bagdad.” “The 
Kid from Texas,” “Java.” “Hot 
Water.” “Fugitive from Terror” 
and “Buccaneer Girl Currently 
filming are “Francis” and “Aban 
doned.”’ 


Hollywood Asking 


$2,180,000 to Stay 
In Jap Pix Mart 


American film companies asked 
Congress last week for $2.180,000 
to cover their operation in Japan 
for the next fiscal year and strong- 
ly hinted withdrawal of their prod- 
uct from that territory altogether 
if financial aid is not appropriated, 
Irving Maas, v.p. and general man- 
ager of the Motion Picture Export 
Assn., disclosed this week. Motion 
picture industry will no longer 
operate at a loss in Japan while 
every other type of American busi- 
ness is not only getting costs, but 
a fair profit, Maas declared 

At the House = appropriations 
hearings, Jack Bryson, MPAA leg- 
islative rep, asked the committee 
for $2,180,000 to cover distrib cosis 
on 104 features, 52 shorts, and 52 
newsreels in Japan during the next 
fiscal year. The MPEA has been 
sending in pictures at the request 
of the Army. Bryson said $514,000 
was for the cost of distributing pic- 
tures in the area and $1,656,000 
was the share of production costs 
attributable to the Nip market. In 
the four years that MPEA has been 
shipping pictures to Japan, it has 
lost millions, Bryson’ explained, 
because the value of its frozen yen 
has depreciated so badly. 

MPEA, which handles the terri- 
tory on a co-op basis tor most of 
the U. S. companies, bas been able 
to do nothing with the yen up to 
now except pay actuai operating 
costs in Japan. Maas claims that 
much of the frozen coin could be 
thawed if the AMG would grant 
permission for buying merchandise 
for shipment here, for deals with 
charitable organizations sending 
money to Japan and for other of 
the various means by which money 
is liquidated—generally at a dis- 
count—in other countries. 

MPEA held contracts with the 
member-companies for distribu- 
tion of their product in Japan and 

(Continued on page 18) 


WALSH HELPS KILL N.Y. 
PAR RUMP PICKET LINE 


Under direct pressure’ from 
Richard F. Walsh, prexy of the In- 
ternational Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Emplovees. rank - and - file 
members of projectionists Local 
306 called off their picket line be- 
fore the Paramount, N. Y., last 
week. Unauthorized picketing had 
been going on tor a month to pro- 
test dismissal of two boothmen at 
the Brooklyn Paramount. Local 
306 execs had not been “officially” 
supporting the demonstrations. 

Walsh stepped in after Para- 
mount execs pointed out the Para- 
mount had a bona fide pact with 
Local 306 still in operation. IA 
prexy told the projectionists to 
“cut it out.” but promised to try 
and reach an agreement over the 
laid-off operators. 

Joe Manklewlex Wins Award 
Hollywood, May 24 
Mankiewicz won the 
Directors 

“Letter 


Joseph L 
first annual Screen 
Guild award tor 20th’'s 
to Three Wives.” 


N REL EASES Years But Less s Expected Henceforth 


Motion Picture Export Assn., 
" aon marks the completion of 
three years of operation this week, 
has during that period split among 
its 10 member companies a total 
of $3,000,000, it was disclosed by 
Irving Maas, v.p. and general man- 
agel On the basis of a 10-week 
tour of Europe from which he re- 
cently returned, Maas said, how- 
ever, that reductions in the MPEA’s 
rate of income could be expected 
as a result of tighter restrictions on 
American pictures in many coun- 
tries 

Association is a cooperative ven- 
ture of most U. S. distribs, han- 
dling their product in 13 nations 
behind the Iron Curtain, in the oc- 
cupied areas and other territories 
wvesenting special problems. De- 
crease in anticipated income which 
Viaas mentioned is aside from Hol- 
land. where the companies have 
resumed individual operation with 
VPEA acting merely as a servic- 
ing organization, and Germany, 
where the situation will resemble 
the Netherlands after next Dee. 31. 

Last MPEA_ profits melon was 
split in January and some coin has 
accrued since then. It will be div- 


(vied when it is felt by the directors 


to have achieved worthwhile pro- 
portions In addition to the $3,- 
000,000 profits which have been 
handed the members, they got back 
$250,000 which they advanced to 
set up the organization. 

With the possibility that the 
MPEA will cease activity in Japan 
and Korea after June 30, and that 
Austria and Indonesia will go back 
to individual company operation, 
as in Holland and Germany, MPEA 
will be further trimmed, Maas said. 
However, he added, there is always 
the possibility of improvement in 
some countries, such as recently 
occurred in Yugoslovia, or that 
MPEA will be = additionally as- 
signed an area such as China, 

(Continued on page 20) 


Dorfman Out, Danzigers 


Take Over Henreid Pic 


Edmund Dorfman, who was to 
have financed Paul Henreid and 
Bernard Vorhaus in the indie pro- 


‘duction they plan for United Art- 


ists release, has pulled out. As a 
result, Edward J. and Harry Lee 
Danziger have taken over the 
financing and will participate in 
the package. 

Danzigers, who operate a sound 
studio in New York, recently pro- 
duced “Jigsaw.” Franchot Tone- 
starrer, in Manhattan. They put 
up all the financing themselves. 
They have now mortgaged the fin- 
ished picture in a bank, and are 
using the resultant loan for angel- 
ing “Runaway,” the Henreid-Vor- 
haus film. It will be budgeted at 
around $550,000, with deferments 
by Henreid, who will appear in it: 
Vorhaus, who will direct. and 
others. This will considerably re- 
duce the sum Danzigers will be re- 
quired to advance. 

Dorfman was to have put second 
money for “Runaway” and arrange 
a bank loan, but the deal never 
went through. He now has another 
package, “Guilty Bystander,” from 
a mystery novel, for which he has 
been endeavoring to arrange a re- 
lease deal He claims it is com- 
pletely financed Don Ettlinger 
has done the script. and Geraldine 
Fitzgerald and Mary Boland are 
reportedly cast in the production, 
which will be filmed in New York. 
UA will not distribute it 

Danziger brothers have another 
pic, “Sarumba.”” for which they 
are seeking a flat sale of distribu- 
tion rights. It was made in Cuba 
about two vears ago. with Michael 
Whalen and Doris Dowling starred 
It was partly finished when they 
acquired it bv putting up the end 
monev needed to finish it. Their 
“Tigsaw” will have its New York 
preem Saturday (28) at the May- 
fair 

Henreid-Vorhaus pact with UA 
for “Runawav" ealls for straight 
30°. distribution fee, with the pro- 
ducer paving for all advertising 
except co-op and special exploita- 
tion 
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Cale Lashes Chi B.0. But ‘Stratton’ 





Bangup at $17,000; ‘Africa’-Stooges 


Plus Auer $50,000, ‘Quartet’ Oke 136 


Chicago, May 

Upswing in Chi Loop grosses 

vas halted midway last week by a 
lashing rainstorm-swept Thursday) 
(18). Weekend biz also was af 
fected by showers but was on up 


grade. Number of new entries 

reached a recent high with seven 

newcomers , f : 
“Stratton Story al Grand 


should sweep to exce lient $17.000 

“Africa Speaks” at Oriental with 
Three Stooges and Mischa Auer on 
stage looks okay $50,000 *Quar- 
tet’ at United Artists goi raves but 
shapes just okay $13,000. ‘Make 
Believe Ballroom” and “Impact” at 
Palace is fairish $12,000. “El 
Paso” at Roosevelt should hit neat 
$16.000 


“Belvedere To College” at Chi- 
eago plus Frances Langford and 


Jon Hall onstage leads the second 
week holdovers with handsome 
$50,000. “Night Unto Night” State- 
Lake appears weak at $9,000 on 
second round. Red Shoes” at 
Selwyn goes into 22d week with 
tidy $7,500. 

Estimates for This Week 
Chieago (B&K) (3,900; 50-98 
“Relvedere To College” (20th) with 
Frances Lanford and Jon Hall p.a 
(2d wk). Excellent $50,000. Last 

week, $64,500. 


24. + 


Garrick (B&K) (900; 50-98)— 
“Duke of Chicago” (Rep) and “‘Arc- 
tic Manhunt” (U) (2d wk). Minor 
$4,500. Last week, $6,000 

Grand (RKO) (1,500; 50-98)— 
“Stratton Story’ (M-G). Sharp 
$17,000 in offing. Last week. 
“Joan of Arc” (RKO) (8th wk), sock 
$12,500. 

Oriental (Essaness) (3,400; 50-98) 
—“Africa Speaks” (UA) plus Three 
Stooges and Mischa Auer on stage. 
Okay $50,000 looms. Last week, 
“City Across River’ (U) with Dick 
Contino unit (3d wk), fancy 
$37,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-98)— 
“Impact” (UA) and ‘Make Be- 
lieve Ballroom” (Col). Fairish 
$12,000 likely. Last week, “Win- 
dow” (RKO), okay $17,000. 

Rialto (Indie) (1.700: 50-98:— 
“Raven” (FC) and “Murders Rue 
Morgue” (FC) (reissues). Sluggish 
$7,600. Last week, “Idol ot 
Crowds” (U) and “California 
Straight Ahead” (U) (reissues), 
$7,500. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 50-98)— 
“El Paso” (Par). Neat $16,000 
Last week, ‘Ma, Pa Kettle” (U) (2d 
wk), nice $12,000. | 

Selwyn (B&K) (1,000; $1.20-) 
$2.40)—“‘*Red Shoes” (EL) (22d wk). 


Tidy $7,500. Last week, $8,400. 
State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 50-98) 
—Night Unto Night” (WB) (2d 
wk). Thin $9,000 looms. Last 
week, $13,000. 
United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 50- 
98'\—"‘Quartet” (EL). Okay $13,000. 


Last week, “Fan” (20th) (2d wk, 
$7,000. 
Woods (Essaness) (1.073; 98'— 


“To Sea in Ships” (20th) (4th wk). 
Down to $10,000. Last week. fine 
$13,000. 





Estimates Are Net 
Film gross estimates as 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are nei, i.e., 
without the 20% tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
playing percentage. hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 

come 

The parenthetic 
prices, however, 
include the 
__ tax. 


re- 


admission 
as indicated, 
U. S. amusement 


Kaye Ti Tilts Way’ 
Sock $23,000, Buff. 


Buffalo 
Big news here 





Mav 24 
this stanza is the 
week being 
by the Buffalo where Sammy 
band “Crooked 
sock Elsewhere 

“Bride of Vengeance’ 

Lakes. 
Estimates for 

Buffalo (Loews) (3.500: 40-70) 
“Crooked Way” (UA) plus Sammy 
Kaye orch onstage. Sock $23,000 
or near. Last week. ‘Portrait af 
Jennie” (SRO) and “Cheated 
Law” (20th), okay $10,500. 

Great Lakes (Par) (3,400: 
—“Bride of Vengeance” 
“Tucson” (20th). 
or less. Last 
Road” (WB) (2d 
days. 

Hipp (Par) (3,400: 
handled” (Par) 
O’ Halloran” 
000 Last 
Night” (WB) 
(Mono), $6,000 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,000: 40-70:'— 
“Ma, Pa Kettle” (U) and “Song of 
India” (Col). Good $15,000. Last 
week, “Undercover Man” ((Col) 
and “Make Believe’ Ballroom” 
(Col), $13,000. 

Century (20th Cent) (3.000: 40- 
70\—"‘Pride of Yankees” (RKO) 
(reissue) and “Parole, Inc.” 
Barely okay $7,500 in 5 days. 
week, “Outpost In Morocco” 
oke $11,500. 


resounding turned in 
Kaye 
Way” 
biz 
looks 


is boosting 


to total. is 


slow 


mild at 


This Week 


40-70 
(Par) and 
Modest $12,000 
week, “Flamingo 
wk). $7,500 in 4 


40-70)—*"* Man- 
and ‘Michael 
(Mono). Passable $5.- 
week, “Night Unto 
and “Stage Struck” 


Last 
(UA), 





Too Much Baseball in 


;night and also day 


World (Indie) (587: 80)\—*‘Tragic 


Last 
(Indie) 


Hunt” (Indie). Oke $3,500. 
week, “Louisiana Story” 
(3d wk) $3,500. 





Goodman Helps ‘Jigsaw’ 


$17,500 in Mild Indpls. 


Indianapoli is, May 24. 


Firstrun film biz is a little im- 
proved over recent lows. this 
Stanza, but still off usual pace. 


Exhibs complain slump is more | 
than seasonal. ‘“Jigsaw.’’ paced. 
by Benny Goodman band on anee 
at Circle, is leading grosser, but 
Short of sensational. “Mother Is 
a Freshman,” at Indiana. is ace 
Straight filmer. 
Estimates for This Week 

_ Cirele (Gamble-Dolle) (2.800; 
%)-90)—"Jigsaw” (UA) with Benny 
Goodman orch onstage Modesi 
$17,500. Last week, “Duke of 
Chicago” (Rep) with Freddy Mar- 
tin orch, Marilyn Maxwell, on- 
Stage, $16,500. 

Indiana (G-D) (3.300: 44-65)— 
_ Mother Is Freshman” (20th) and 
Search for Danger” (FC). Fair 
$12,000. Last week, “Flamingo 
Road” (WB) and “Tuna Clipper” 
(Mono), ditto. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,450: 44-65)— 
“Undercover Man” (Col) and “Big 
Jack” (M-G). So-so $10,000. Last 
week, “Paisan” (Indie), $8,000, 
g00d for foreign film here. 
__Lyrie (G-D) (1,600: 
Bomba” (Mono) and “Strike It 
Rich” (Mono). Modest $5,000 
Last week, “Red Stallion in 
Rockies” (EL) and “16 Fathoms 
De p” (EL). 


44-65)— 


$4.000. j 


Pitt But ‘Pacific’ Fast 


$12,000; ‘Night’ Dim 106 


Pittsburgh, May 24. 
Too much baseball just about 
tells the story this week. With the 
Pirates drawing terrific crowds at 
games. “Bark- 
levs of Broadway” is holding up 
fairly well in second stanza at Penn 
and “Canadian Pacific” isn’t doing 
too badly at Harris, but other first- 
runners are dragging bottom. 
Estimates for This Week 
Harris (Harris) (2,200; 45-80)— 
“Canadian Pacific” (20th). Action 


—— off to good start, and looks 


fast $12,000 or over. Last week, 
‘The Fan” (20th), $8,000 in 6 days. 
Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 45-80) 


(M-G) 
here 
Last 


—‘‘Barkleys of Broadway” 
(2d wk). Bit below average 
for h.o., but okay at $12,500. 
week, strong $20,000. 

Ritz (Loew’s) (800: $1-$1.20)— 
“Red Shoes” (EL) (2d wk). Ad- 
vance sale perking up and second 
stanza should hit sturdy $8,500, 
nice improvement over last week’s 
$7,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800: 46-80)— 
“Night Unto Night” (WB). Another 
dim one at $10,000 or less. Last 
week, “Adventure 
(RKO), $8,500 

Warner (WB) (2.000: 
“State Department—File 649” (FC) 
and “Shot Jesse James” (SG). Not 
much in sight at about $5,000. dim 
Last week, “Connecticut Yankee” 
(Par) (m.o.), okay $8,000 


Rain No Help to Omaha; 
‘Bad Men’-Tucker $18,500 


Omaha. May 24. 
rainy spells and_ bad 
generally held grosses 
the weekend. hurting 
week's biz. However, “Bad Man ot 
Tombstone” bolstered by Orrin 
Tucker-Preston Foster stageshow 
will give the Orpheum a neat ses- 
sion. The other houses don't look 

(Continued on page 


45-80)— 


Long 
weather 
down over 


18) 
avr 


UNDERCOVER’ BRIGHT 


” } 
(EL). 


| 
and 


|(Rep) added at Tower. 


Baltimore” 
' 


$22,000 


$12,000, BEST IN MPLS. 


Minneapolis, May 24. 
There's little important new 
fare on tap currently and biz con- 
tinues depressed despite cold 
weather that’s favorable for at- 
tendance Best entry appears to 
be “Undercover Man” at Or- 
pheum, which shapes fairly nice 
Otherwise the only major new- 
comers are “The Bribe” and “The 
Fan.’ neither evoking much en- 
thusiasm. Best boxoffice bet prob- 
ably will be holdover of “Belve- 
dere Goes to College.” in second 
week 
Estimates 


~ 


This Week 
Pai 1.600: 50-70) 
20th Doing 
neat Last 
Indie reissue} 


for 
Century 

' iw Fan’ 

ild $4.000 

gm alion” 


only 
Ol week 

“Dy 
$3.500. 

Radio City ‘Par) (4,600; 50-70) 
“Belvedere to College” (20th) (2d 
wk). Headed for trim $12,000 after 
big $18,000 first week 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2.800: 50- 
70) Undercover Man” (Col) 
Praise for this one. Good $12,000 
in prospect Last week, “Walking 


Hills’ (Col), light $8,600 
RKO-Pan (RKO) (1.600: 50-70) 
“Casablanca” (WB) and “G- 

Men” (WB) (reissues). First-rate 

$8,000 Last week, “Walked by 

Night” (EL), light $6,000 
State (Par) (2,300; 50-70)—‘The 

Bribe’ (M-G) Moderate $10,000 

Last week, “Flamingo Road” (WB) 

big $13.000. 

World (Mann) (400: 50-70)- 

“Ball Game” (M-G) (4th wk). Still 

profitable at $3,000. Last week, 


$3,500. 


Pony Paces K. (,, 
511,000; ‘Hills’ 9G. 


Kansas City, May 24 
Lighter week is in store for 
wickets this week with holdovers 


in two major houses and new films 
rated lightweight. “Red Ponv”’ is 
tame leader for top coin of new 
pix at Tower-Uptown-Fairway com- 
bo. ‘“‘Walking Hills” looks so-so at 
Orpheum. MHoldover of “Barkleys 
of Broadway” at Midland shapes 
healthy. Weather is rainy 
Estimates for This Week 


Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 45- 
65')—‘'Frankenstein Meets Wolf 
Man” (Indie) and “Mad Ghoul” 
(Indie) (reissues). Slow $2,800. 
Last week, “Scatterbrain” (Rep) 
and “Yokel Boy” (Rep) (reissues), 
same. 

Kimo (Dickinson) (550; $1.20- 
$2.40/—‘‘Red Shoes” (EL) (5th 
wk). Still great money at $3,000. 


Last week, $4,000. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,500; 45-65) 
—‘‘Barkleys of Broadway" (M-G) 
“The Judge’ (FC) (2d wk). 
Good $11,000. Last week, sock 
$21,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,900; 45-65)— 
“Walking Hills’ (Col) and “Song 
of India” (Col). Average $9,000. 
Last week, “Pride of Yankees” 
(RKO) and “Tall in Saddle” (RKO) 
(reissues), $10,000. 

Paramount (Par) (1,900; 45-65)— 
“Dream Is Yours” (WB) (2d wk). 
Moderate $9,000. Last week. trim 
$14,000 to win holdover. 


Roxy (Durwood) (900; 45-65)— 
“Red Stallion Rockies’ (EL) and 
“Million Dollar Weekend” (EL). 
Average $3,500 or _ over. Last 
week, “Since You Went Away” 
(SRO) and “Hired Wife” ‘U) (re- 
issues), $3,000. 


Tower - Uptown - Fairway (Fox 
Midwest) (2,100, 2,043, 700; 45-65) 


—‘‘Red Pony” (Rep). Mild $11,000 
in 6 days. “Daughter of Jungle” 


Last week, 
“Canadian Pacific’ (20th), medium 
$14,000 in 8 days. 


“Last Days Pompeii’’-She,” 


.ings of film today 


| getting what 
with’title small help; doesn’t look | 


-$1.20’—“Blossoms in Dust” 


“Pacific-Vaude Wow27G Cheers B way: 


‘Lady’ $16,000, ‘Story’ 156, Both Dull; 
Brave Fine 23G, ‘Stratton’ 1186, 2d 


last Sunday (22) 
moisture on Friday 
(20) giving Broadway firstrun 
theatres a slight boost this session 
despite an oversupply of holdovers. 
The real break the deluxers got 
was the Sunday downpour since it 
kept thousands now  outdoor- 
minded, away from country and 
open road 

The biggest news this week 
the smash tashion in which vaude 
ville brought back to the 
Palace Firstrun “Canadian Pa- 
cific’ coupled with eight acts of 
vaude is spelling $27,000, virtually 
capacity and terrific in view of 
low seale. Only thing comparable 
at this house in many months was 
reissue 
$31,000 but 
of higher 


All-day rain 
plus plenty of 


Is 


IS 


Was 


hit 
advantage 


combo, which 
which had the 
admissions 
“One Woman's Story” at Rivoli 
getting no place with $15,000. 
‘Lady Gambles” also is disappoint- 
ing at Criterion with $16,000 or 
near, especially slow in view of ex 
cellent campaign. 


1s 


“Home of Brave” is displaying 
marked stamina, with big $23,000 


or close in second Victoria week 
after socko $30,000 opener. “Strat- 
ton Story” shapes to land $118,000 
in second stanza at Music Hall, 
enough to win a third week. 


Manv houses are bringing in 
new bills this week to take ad- 
vantage of anticipated Memorial 
Day upbeat this weekend. Para- 
mount opens “Manhandled,” Capi- 
tol opens “Tulsa” and “Beautiful, 
Blonde” preems Friday (27) at the 
Roxy, all with stage _ shows. 
“Younger Bros.’ plus Bobby Byrne 


band tees off the same day at the 
Strand. C-Men” also opens Fri- 
day at Rialto. Mayfair brings in 
“Jigsaw” Saturday (28). “Hellfire” 
starts same day at Gotham. 
Estimates for This Week 
Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 60-$1.50) 


“We Were Strangers” (Col) (5th 
wk). Fourth session ended last 
night (Tues.) dipped to $12,500 
after okay $16,500 for third. 
Stays on 
{| Bijou (City Inv.) (589; $1.20- 
$2.40\—‘“‘Red Shoes” (EL) (31st 
wk). Holding near recent level at 
about $11,000 this round after 
nice $11,500 last week. Continues 
indef. with all-summer run 


planned 
C apitol (Loew’s) (4,820; 80-$1.50) 


—“Sun Comes Up” (M-G)_ with 
Glen Gray orch, Jackie Miles, 
Gracie Barrie (2d-final wk). Down 


to $18,000 after very dim $21,500, 
below hopes and all-time low for | 
stage-film policy here on_ first, 
week. “Tulsa” (EL) with Eddy | 
Howard orch, Marilyn Maxwell | 
topping stage bill opens tomorrow | 
(Thurs.) after three preview show- | 


Criterion (Loew’s) (1,700; 70- 
$1.75)—‘‘Lady Gambles” (U). Not 
had been expected, 
over $16,000. Holds. In 
“Africa Screams” 
mere $10,000. 


to get 
ahead, 
wk-9 days). 
Globe (Brandt) 
“Champion” (UA) (97th wk). 
Still profitable at $14,500 after 
okay $16,000 last week. Continues. 
Gotham (Brandt) (900; 44-90)— 
“Big Jack’ (M-G). Okay $12,000 
or less, and not holding. Last 
week, subsequent-run. 
Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 
(M-G) 


(reissue). Looks mild $14,000, and 


will not hold. In ahead, fiifth 
week of “Wizard of Oz’ (M-G) 
(reissue), $10,000. “Jigsaw’’ (UA) 


opens Saturday (28). 
Palace (RKO) (1,700; 55-$1.20)— 


Rain Blamed for Slow Biz in Cleve.; 


Monroe Lifts ‘French’ Tall $36,000 


Cleveland, May 24. , 
Two heavy rainstorms nicked 
Vaughn Monroe band’s appearance | 
augmented by “Slightly French,” 
but the combo is hitting a strong 
total at Palace. Elsewhere trade is 
mostly light. “El Paso” only satis- 
factory at Loew’s State Hipp’s 
holdover of “Flamingo Road” took 
a big dip. 
Estimates for This Week | 
Allen (Warners) (3,000: 55-70)— | 
“Night Unto Night” (WB). Rather 
light $9,000. Last week, “Outpost 
in Morocco” (UA), brisk $12,500 
Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 
“Flamingo Road” (WB) (2d 
Ordinary $14,000 following 
last week. 


| 


wk! 


stout 


| River” (1 
55-70)— | 


Ohio ({Loew’s) (1.200: 55-70)— 

“B ig Jack’ (M-G). Okay $5,500 for 

days. Last week, ‘Passionelle”’ 
(Indie’ and “Torment” (Indie), $6,- 
| O00. 

Palace (RKO) (3,300; 60-90)— 
“Slightly French” (Col) plus 
Vaughn Monroe orch onstage. 


Strong $36,000, although about $5.- 
| 000 under Vaughn's biz here on 
last visit. Last week, “‘Window” 
(RKO), $12,000 
State (‘Loew’s) 
“El Paso” (Par) 
davs Last 


(3,450; 55-70)— 
Nice $14,000 in 5 
week, “City Across 
$12,500. 
(Loew's! (2,700; 55-70) 
—‘‘Force of Evil” (M-G). Oke $7.- 
500. Last week. “Stratton Story” 
(M-G), (4th wk’, excellent $8,000 


Stillman 


| after 


(UA) (2d, 
(1,500; 50-$1.20) 


‘State (20th Cent) 


Adventure” 


“Canadian Pacific’ (20th) with 8- 
act vaude show Initial week of 
new vaudfilm policy off to terrific 
start with $27,000 likely, near- 
Capacity New bill, “Slightly 
French” (Col) with vaude opens to- 
morrow (Thurs.) 


Paramount (Par) (3,664; 55-$1.50) 

“Manhandled” (Par) plus Janet 
Blair. Jan Murray, Bobby Sher- 
wood orch, Blackburn ge al 
ping stageshow Opens toda 
Wed Last week, “Streets ol ed 
redo” (Par) with Peter Lorre, Vic- 
tor Lombardo orch, Pied Pipers 
heading stage bill (2d wk), slipped 
to $55,000 after okay $63,000 
opener 

Park Avenue (U) (583; $1.20- 
$2.40) “Hamlet” (U) (35th wk), 


Thirty-fourth week was slightly off 
again at $11,500 after $12,000 for 
previous week 
Radio City 
fellers) (5.945: 
Story” (M-G) with 
wk). Down to neat $118,000 on 
initial holdover stanza after good 
$126,000 first week, albeit below 
hopes. Stays a third. “Edward My 
Son” (M-G) being advertised as 
next film for Hall. 
Rialto (Mage) (594: 
“Crash Dive” (20th) and “Show No 
Mercy” (20th) (reissues). Doing 
good $9,500 but won't hold. In 
ahead, “‘Amazon Quest” (FC), $9,- 
000. “C-Men” (FC) set to open Fri- 
day (27) 
Rivoli ‘1 
“One Woman's 


Music Hall 
80-$2.40)-—'"'S 


(Rocke- 
stratton 
stageshow (2d 


44-99)— 


60-$1.25) 
Story” (U) (2d 
wk). First week ended last night 
(Tues.) was very disappointing 
$15,000, and won't hold here long. 
In ahead, “Portrait of Jennie” 
(SRO) (7th wk-6 days), $7,500 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.80)— 
“Forbidden Street” (20th) plus 
Dick Haymes, Dick Buckley, ice- 
show (2d-final wk). Slipping to 
$65,000 in final round after $81,000, 


\T 


-Par) (2,092: 


just fair, opener. “Beautiful Blonde 
From Bashtul Bend” (20th) with 
Al Bernie, Berry’ Bros., Viola 


Layne, iceshow onstage opens Fri- 
day (27) 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 50-$1.50)—— 
“Barkleys of Broadway” (M-G) (4th 
wk). Third week ended last night 
(Tues.) off a bit from recent big 
sessions with $33,000, still great 
profit; second was $45,000. Stays 


| indef 


Strand (WB) (2,756; 76-$1.50)— 
“Flamingo Road” (WB) with Ted 
Lewis orch and stage unit (3d-final 
wk). Down to $35,000 in final frame 
after oke $45,000 for second. 
“Younger Bros.” (WB) plus Bobby 
Byrne orch, opens Friday (27). 

Sutton (Rugoff & Becker) (561; 
70-$1.20)— Quartet” (EL) (9th wk). 
Fighth round ended Monday (23) 
held up remarkably well at $12,000 
$12.400 for seventh week. 
Continues on. 

Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 95- 
$1.80)—‘‘HHome of Brave” (UA) (2d 


wk). Holding up in fine style at 
big $23,000 after sock $30,000 
opener. Stays on indef. 





Flamingo’ Fine $15,000, 
Toronto; ‘Laredo’ $9,000 


Toronto, May 24. 


With plenty of holdover, biz 


50 | shapes spotty this week. Top coin 


is being snared by newcomer “Fia- 
mingo Road,” fine .at Imperial. 
“Streets of Laredo” looks oke at 
Shea’s. 

Estimates for This Week 

Downtown, Glendale, Scarboro, 
(1,059, 955, 698, 
694: 35-60\—"Cover Up” (UA) and 
“Leather Gloves’ (Col). Good 
$10,000. Last week, “Walking 
Hilis’” (Col) and “Blackie’s Chinese 
(Col), ditto. 
(FP) (3,373; 
Road” (WB) 
$15,000 Last week, “El 
(Par), $9,000 

International (Taylor) (605: 
48-66'—"Quartet” (EL) (8th wki. 
Still big $3,500 after last week's 
$3,800. 

Leew's ‘Loew) (2.096; 40-70'— 
“Portrait of Jennie” (SRO) (2d wk). 
Fair $7,500 after last week's satis- 
factory $9.500 

Odeon ‘ Rank) 


40-70)— 
Fine 
Paso” 


Imperial 
“Flamingo 


(2.390; 35-$1.20\— 


“Blue Lagoon” (EL) (2d wk). Okay 
$11.000 after last week’s $14,000 
Shea’s (FP?) (2,386; 40-70'— 
“Streets of Laredo” (Par). Satis- 
factory $9.000 Last B pois “Un- 
dercover Man” (Col), $7,000 
University (FP) L586: 40-70)— 
“Belvedere To College” (20th) (3d 


wk Fine $6,000 after last week’s 


$8,000 


Uptown (Loew whys es — 
“Ma. Pa Kettle” (U) | 3d y Okav 
$5 OM airtel | ist V eek’ s nice e $6. 500 


as te en eg 


aoe te a 
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‘Champion’ Sockeroo $25,000 in Hub, 
3 Spots; Flamingo Torrid 246, 2d 


Boston, May 24. + 
“Flamingo Road” at the Met 
sparking the way this stanza with 
boft total reported. “Champion” 
at three houses also appears in 
great shape. Other newcomers, 
“Big Jack” at Boston, “Judge 
Steps Out” at Memorial and “Force 
of Evil” at Orpheum are only aver- 
*” Estimates for This Week 
Astor (Jaycox) (1,200; 40-85)— 
“Secret Garden” (M-G) (3d wk. 
Down to $4, 500. Last week, $5,000. 
Boston (RKO) (3,200: 40-85 )\— 
“Big Jack” (M-G) and “Search for 
Danger” (FC). Fair $16.090. Last 
week, “Casablanca” (WB) and 
"GC -Man” (WB) (reissues), not up 
to hopes after strong start, $19,500. 
Fequire (ATC) (1,000; 40-85) 
—“Champion” (UA). Okay $6,000. 
Last week, subsequent-run. 
Fenway (NET) (1,373; 40-85)— 
“Manhandled” (Par) and “Tempta- 
tion Harbor” (Mono) = average 
$7,000. Last week, “Impact” (UA) 
and “Sky Dragon” (Mono), about 
saine. 
Mayflower 
“Champion” 


(ATC) (700; 40-85)— 
(UA). Knockout 
$6,500. Last week, “Outpost In 
Morocco” UA) and “Big Sombrero” 
(Col) (2d wk), $1,700 in 5 days. 
Memorial (RKO) 3,500: 40-85)— 
“Judge Steps Out’ (RKO) and 
“Incident” (Mono). Okay $21 000 


Last week, “The Window” (RKO) 
and “Tucson” (20th). $20,000 in 8 
days. 

Metropolitan (NET) (4.376; 


40-85)—"‘Fiamingo Road” (WB). 
Out in front at $24,000 after boff 
$28.000 for 5 days of first week. 
Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-85)— 
“Force of Evil” (M-G) and 
“Caught” (M-G). Modest $19,000. 
Last week, “Undercover Man” (Col) 
and “Make Believe’ Ballroom” 
(Col). Same. 
Paramount 
—‘“‘Manhandled” 
tation Harbor” 
$11,000. Last 
(UA) and “Sky 
$8,500. 
Pilgrim 
“Champion” 
Last week, 


(NET) (1.700; 40-85) 
(Par) and “‘Temp- 

(Mono). Fair 
week, “Impact” 
Dragon” (Mono), 


(ATC) (1,800: 40-85'— 
(UA). Sock $12,500 
“Outpost in Morocco” 


(UA) and “Big Sombrero” (Col) 
(2d wk), $2,800 in 5 days. 

State (Loew) (3,500; 40-85)— 
“Force of Evil” (M-G and 
“Caught” (M-G). Average $12 500 
Last week. “Undercover Man” 
(Col) and “Make Believe Ballroom” 
(Col!, $12,000. 





Laredo’ Rugged $14,000, 
Denver; ‘Flamingo’ 246 


Denver, Mav 24. 

“Fiamingo Road” is copving top 
coin here this week, playing at 
four theatres. “Streets of Laredo” 
is strong enough at Denham to 
hold. “Criss Cross’ also is hold- 
ing over at Broadway. Outdoor 
weather is denting biz in several 
houses. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1.400: 35-74)— 
“Belvedere to College’ (20th) and 
“Strike Tt Rich’ (Mono) (2d wk). 
Big $6.000. Last week, dav - date 
with Denver, Webber, $5.000. 

Brordway (Wolfberg) (1,500: 35- 
74)—“Criss’ Cross” (U). Good 
$8,000 or near. Last week. “Fight- 
ing O’Flvnn” (U) and “Miranda” 
(ET), $6.500. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1.750; 35-74) 
—‘‘Streets of Laredo” (Par) strong 
$14.000 or close. Last week. “Con- . 

necticut Yankee” (Par) (4th wk), 

$9500 

Denver (Fox) (9.525: 35- 74)\— 
“Flamingo Road” (WB) and “State 

epartment” (FC), day-date with 
Rialto. Esquire, Webber. Fancy 
$17.000. Last week. “Belvedere to 
College” (20th) and “Strike It 
Rich” (Mono), $18,000. 

Esquire (Fox) (742: 
“Flamingo Road” (WB) 
Department” (FC), also Denver, 
Rialto, Webber Fair at $2.000 
Last week, “Red Shoes” (EL). big 
$4.000. 

Orpheum (RKO) 
“Adventure 
and “C lay 
$11,000 or 


35-74) — 
and “State 


35-74)— 
(RKO) 


(2 600: 
in Baltimore” 
Pigeon” (RKO). Mild 
! less. Last week, “Ball 
G: ame” (\'-G) and “Behind Locked 
Doors” (EL) (2d wk), oke $11.000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2.200: 35- 74)— 


“Dark Past” (Col) and “Jungle 
Jim” (Col). Dim $7,500. Last 
week, “Kiss in Dark” (WB) and 
Trouble Makers” (Mono). $7.000. 


Rialto (Fox) (878; 35-74)—‘Fla- 
mingo Road” (WB) and “State De- 
partment” (FC), also Denver. Es- 
quire, Webber. Thin $2.500. Last 
week, subsequent- -run. 
Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)'— 
“Fiamingo Road” (WB) and “State 
epartment” (FC), also Denver, 
Rialto. Esquire. Fair $2,500. Last 
(20th and “Stelle it Bich” ane 
i an ”’ ri + , 
94.000. e It Rich” (Mono i 


, 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week $2.5 
(Based on 25 cities, 

theatres, chiefly rst runs. in- 

Cli ling a ee 

Total Gross Same Week 





p22, 000 
221 


Last Year $2,406,000 
(Bas - on 20 cities 181 
the ate 


Window Trim 


$11,000 in St. Loo 


May 24. 

houses con- 
additional out- 
starts making it- 
selt felt. Shuttering of the huge 
Fox in midtown area is expected 
to help boost trade at other houses 
in that section. “Flamingo Road” 
looks strongest as newcomers at 
the Missouri but “The Window” 
also shapes trim at the St. Louis. 


Estimates for This Week 
Ambassador (F&M) (3,000: 50-75 








St. Louis, 
mainstem 
sluggish as 
door opposition 


Trade at 
tinues 


—"To Sea in Ships’ (20th) and 
“City Across River’ (U) (m.o.). 
Slim $10,000. Last week, “Con- 


necticut Yankee” (Par) and “Dream 
(Continued on One 18) 


‘Keitle’ poe in Cincy, 
$11,000; ‘Window’ NSG 
106, ‘Game’ Big 86, 3d 


Cincinnati, May 24. 
Middle-of-the-road figures posted 
at most houses this week add up 
to a favorite session for season of 


vear. Three new bills are bunched 
with “‘Ma and Pa Kettle” standout 
“The Window” shapes fairly good. 
Solid holdovers are “Ball Game” 
and “Belvedere To College.” 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO (3,100: 50-75)— 
‘The Window” (RKO) Modest 
$10,000. Last week, “Outpost Mo- 
rocco” (UA), about same. 
Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 50-75)— 


“Ball Game” (M-G) (3d wk). Solid 


$8,000 on heels of sturdy $9,500 
second inning. 

Grand (RKO) (1,400: 50-75)— 
“Bad Boy” (Mono). Oke $7,000 or 
near. Last week, “Red Canyon” 
(U), $7,500. 

Guild (Indie) (278; 75-$1.25)— 
“Quartet” (EL) (2d wk). Building 
slowly to $2.200, via good notices 


and press puffs after $2,000 preem. 
Sageed in last half when weather 
affected this location. 

Keith's (City Inv.) (1,542:50-75)— 
“Ma, Pa Kettle’ (U). Strong $11,- 
000 to top town. Last week, “En- 
chantinent’’ (RKO), moderate $7,- 
000. 

Palace (RKO) 
“Bride of Vengeance” 
ish $10,000. Last week, 
To College” (20th), hotsy $17,500. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,100; 50-75'— 
“Belevedere College” (20th) (m.o.). 
Sock $8,500. Last week, “Flamingo 
Road” (WB) (m.o.), $5, uel 


HEAT SOCKS SEATTLE; 
‘BARKLEYS’ BIG $14,000 


Seattle, May 24. 

Heat wave here is crippling biz 
all around with some of new prod- 
uct no help. Plethora of holdovers 
also is hurting. Only newcomer to 
measure up to hopes is “Barkleys 
of Broadway.” doing great at Lib- 
erty despite weather 

Estimates for This Week 

Coliseum (H-E) (1,877; 50-64'\— 
“Younger Bros.” (WB) and “Lost 
Tribe” (Col). Good $8,000. Last 
week, “City Across River’ ‘(U) and 
“Rimfire” (SG), $8.700 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2.349; 50-84) 
—“Bride of Vengeance” (Par) and 
“Last Bandit” (Rep). Thin $8,000. 
Last week, “Portrait of Jennie” 
(SRO) pulled after 6 days with dim 
$4,300. 

Liberty 
50-84)—"" 


(2,600; 50-75)— 
(Par). Fair- 
“Belvedere 


(Theatres, Inc.) (1,650; 
Zarklevs of Broadway” 
(M-G). Great $14.000 despite hot 
weather. Pushed in burriedly 
when “Caught” (M-G? and “Streets 
of San Francisco” (Rep) fell flat. 
Hit very dim $1,200 in 4 days, new 
low since 1930. 

Music Hall (H-F) (2,200; 50-84)— 
“Fan” (20th) and “Crime Doctor's 

(Continued on page 18) 
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‘Ball Game’ Wallops 
Wow $26,000 in Mont’l 


Montreal, May 24. 

Biggest item currently is “Ball 
Game,” smash at Loew's. ‘‘Coun- 
tess of Monte Cristo” shapes ter- 
rific at Imperial. Victoria Day 
holiday (24) also 
boxoffice 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (C.T.) (2,855; 40-65)— 
“Ball Game” (M-G). Smash $26,- 
000. Last week, “Don Juan” (WB) 
$13,500. 

Capitol (C.T.) (2,412: 34-60) 
“Sun Comes Up” (M-G) Just 
okay $13,000. Last week, “Fighter 


Squadron” (WB), $15,500. 

Palace (C.T.) (2.625; 34-60)— 
“Mother Is Freshman” (20th) (2d 
wk) Fine $10,000 following sock 


first session of $17,000 
Princess (C.T (2.131: 34-60)— 
Set-Up” (RKO) (2d wk Still big 
at $9,000 after sock $14,000 for 


first 

Imperial (C.T.) (1.839: 26-45) 
“Countess Monte Cristo” (U) and 
“Cheated Law” (20th) Smash 
$10,000 Last week, “Man From 
Colorado” (Col) and ‘Manhattan 
Angel” (Col), $10,500 

Orpheum (C.T.) (1.040; 34-60)— 
“Jigsaw” (UA) and “Lucky Stiff’ 
(UA) Torrid $7,000 Last week, 
“Cover Up” ye and “Just Wil- 
liam’s L uck” $5,000 


L ville in But 
Flamingo’ $10,000 


Louisville, May 24. 

Dull week~ at wicket currently, 
only big noise being at Mary 
Anderson, where “Flamingo Road” 
is doing best week since the house 
had facelift. Other lively spot is 
National, where “Mom and Dad” 
is showing a spurt of wicket ac- 
tivity. “El Paso” at Rialto. and 
“Ma and Pa Kettle” at State. both 
are moderate. 

Estimates for This Week 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1.400; 
45-65: -— “Flamingo Road’ (WB 
Sturdy $10,000. best since house 
had facelift. Last week, “Dream 
Is Yours” (WB) (2d wk), $6.500. 

National (Standard) (2.400: 45- 
65)—"*Mom and Dad” (Indie). Pul- 
ling bumper trade with radio plugs 
and word-of-mouth Lines for 
three shows daily, two for femmes 
and 9 o'clock show for men: solid 
$15.000. Last week. “Stagecoach” 

(Continued on page 18) 


New Pix Fail to Hypo 
Philly; ‘Strangers’ Top 
Newcomer, Good $27,000 


Philade Iphia, May 24. 
Failure of new pics to hypo the 
boxoffice is resulting in firstruns 
marking time this week. “We Were 
Strangers,” at the Mastbaum, is 


getting most of the attention 
among newcomers. “Night Unto 
Night” is disappointing at the 
Boyd. “Barkleys of Broadway” in 
second stanza at Goldman. and 
“Champion” in third round at 


Farle, are ace holdovers. 
Estimates for This Week 





Aldine (WS: (1,303: 50-99)— 
“Lawton Story” (Indie). Weak $5.- 
000. Last week, “Bride of Ven- 
geance” (Par) (2d wk), mild $8.500. 

Boyd (WB) (2.360; 50-99'—‘Night 
Unto Night” (WB). Disappointing 
$14,000. Last week. “Portrait of 
Jennie” (SRO) (Sth wk-4 days), fine 
$10,000. 

Earle (WB) (2.700: 50-99:\— 
“Champion” (UA) (3d wk). Classy 
$15,000, after sock $20.000 last 
round. 

Fox (WB (2.250: 

“Mother Is Freshman” (20th) (2d 


= 


Yanked after 5 davs at mild- 
Last week, $18,000 

(Goldman) (1,200: 50- 
Broadway” (M- 
$20.000. Last 


wk. 
ish $11,000. 
Go'dman 
99'\—"*Barklevs of 
G) (2d wk). Strong 
week, sock $26,000 
Karlton (Goldman). 
—‘‘Ma, Pa Kettle” (U 
Last week, “Little Women’ 
7th wk), $5,000. 
Keith’s (Goldman) 
—‘Connecticut Yankee 


1.000; 50-99) 
F air $6 500 
i(M- G) 


(1,700; 59-99) 
” (Par) (5th 


wk Mild $6,000. Last week, $6,- 
500. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4.360; 59-99'— 
“We Were Strangers” (Col). Good 
$27,000. Last week, “Flamingo 
Road” (WB) (3d wk), okay $14,500. 

Stanley (WB: (2,950: 50-99)— 
“Tulsa” (EL) (2d wk). Down to 


$15,000. Last week, oke $19,000. 

Stanton (WB: (1,475; 50-99)— 
“Crooked Way” | UA). Neat $9,500. 
Last week, “Impact” (UA), $8,000. 

Studio ‘Goldberg (490; 50-99'— 
“Quartet” (EL) (3d wk). Fine $7,- 
000. Last week, $7,500. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; $2.40- 
$1.20'—‘‘Red Shoes” (EL) (22d wk. 
Still in profit at $7.000. Last week. 
| $7,400. 


is helping the_ 


Warm Weather Wilts L. A.; Laredo’ 


$36,000, ‘Window 


Tady NSG306, 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 


This Week $50? 000 
(Based on 18 theatres) 

Last Year 585.000 
__—‘{Bas sed or bade theatres) 





‘Window Shiny 
$15,000 in Prov. 


Providence, May 24 
Fairly neat trade here this week 
with rainy weekend helping all 
around. On the strong side are 
RKO Albee’s “The Window” and 
Strand’s “We Were Strangers.” 
Majestic is nifty with holdover of 
“Belvedere Goes to College.” 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65) — 
“The Window” (RKO) and “Wom 
an’s Secret” (RKO). Solid $15,000 
Last week, “Pride of Yankees” 
(RKO) (reissue) and “Tall = In 
Saddle” (RKO), nice $14.000 
Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65)—"'This 
Time Keeps” (M-G) and Benny 
Desmond heading stageshow. This 
one closes out vaude tor summer 
(Continued on page 18 


‘Barkleys’ Brisk $25,000. 
Frisco; ‘Flamingo’ Fast 


236, ‘Night’ Drab at 96 


San Francisco, May 24 

Weekend heat is clipping biz 
generally here this season. Despite 
the weather, “Barkleys of Broad- 
way” is heading for great week at 
Paramount. “Family Honeymoon” 
is only passable at Orpheum where 
staying nine days. “Flamingo Road” 
looks nice at the big Fox but 
“Night Unto Night” is getting only 
thin takings at Warfield. “‘The 
Champion” is holding up well in 
two locations 

Estimates for This Weck 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2.844: 60- 
95|\—""The Window” (RKO?) and “A 
Woman’s Secret” (RKO) (2d wk) 
Down to $10,000. Last week, strong 
$16,000, 

Fox 
“Flamingo 


(FWC) (4.651: 60-95) — 
Road” (WB) and “Mi- 
randa”™ (EL). Nice $23.000 or close. 
Last week. “Tulsa” (EL) and “An- 
gel in Exile” (Rep) (2d wk). $12.,- 
500. 

Warfield (F WC) (2.656; 60-85)— 
“Night Unto Night’ (WB) and 
“Louisiana Story” (Indie). Thin 
$9,000 or over. Last week, “Big 
Jack” (M-G) and “Duke of Chi- 
cago” (Rep), $13,000. 

Paramount (Par) (2,646; 60-85)— 
“Parkleys of Broadway” (M-G) and 
“Little gan (M-G). Great $25.- 
000. Last week “Dream Is Yours” 
(WB) and “Arson” (SG) (24 wk) 
$12,500. 

St. Francis (Par) 
“Bride of Vengeance” 
wk). Fair $8,000. Last 
$16,000. 


(1.400; 60-85)— 
(Par) (2d 
week, hetty 


Orpheum (No. Coast) (2.448: 55- 
85)\—"‘Family Honeymoon” (U) and 
“State Department—File 649” (FC). 
Passable $13,000 in 9 days. Last 
weck, “We Were Strangers” (Col) 
(2d wk'. $11,500. 

United Artists (No. Coast) (1,207: 
55-85)—‘Champion” (UA) (2d wk) 
Held to $7,500. Last week. sock 
$12,000. 

Stagedoor (Ackerman) ( 370: 
$1.20-$2.40' — “Hamlet” (U) (28th- 


final wk). About $4,000. 
nice $4,500 


Last week. 


Esquire (No. Coast’) (955: 55-85) 
—‘Champion” (UA) (2d wk). Fine 
$5.000. Last week, $9.200 

Clay (Roesner) (406: 65-85)— 
“Mons. Vincent” (Indie) (6th wk) 
Off to $2,500. Last week. trim $3,- 


400. 


Utah as Film Center 

May 24 

a Salt 

gned 
series 
“The 


Hollywood, 
Mid-Continent Pictures 
Lake City indie unit, si 
Michae! O'Shea to star in a 
of eight pictures tagged 


American Patrol Service.’ based 
on the protection of national 
forests. 


Series will be made at the com- 
pany’s new studio in Midway. 
Utah, at the rate of four per year, 
each with a budget of $400,000. 
Outfit was recently 
ij Thomas C. Atkins, 


organized by 


Okay at $32,000, 
Champion 276, 4th 


Los Angeles, May 24. 
Four new bills and a reissue 
combo are being launched this 
week but favorable outdoor 
weather is keeping biz on medium 
side However, “Streets ot La- 
redo” shapes very sturdy at down- 


town Paramount while moderate 
at the Hollywood total. with 
$36.000 for two theatres 

“The Window” and ‘Woman's 
Secret” shapes okay $33.000) In 
two houses Ladv Gambles” is 
expecting medium $30,000 in five 
situations. “Casablanca’’-""G-Men,” 
reissues, are heading for pleasing 
$30,000 in three Warner houses 
Holdovers are slipping with sec- 
ond frame of “Ball Game" down 
to $28,000 in three spots while 
third week of “Belvedere to Col- 
lege” looks near okay $32.000 in 
four sites. Fourth week of ‘“‘Cham- 
pion” still is nice $22,000 in four 
small-seaters 


good 


This Week 
Downtown, Ha- 
wair, Hollywood Music Halls (Prin- 
Cor) (834: 902: 1,106; 512: 55-$1 
“Champion” (UA) (4th wk). Nice 
$22,000. Last week, $29,000 
Chinese, Loew’s State, 


Estimates for 
Beverly Hilts, 


Loyola, 


Uptown (FWC) (2,048: 2,404; 1,248: 
1.719: 60-$1)—‘Belvedere to Col- 
lege” (20th) and “Arctic Fury” 
(U) (8d wk). About $32,000. Last 
week, smart $45.100 

Downtown, Hollywood, Wiltern 
(WB) (1,757: 2.756: 2,344: 60-$1) 
Casablanca” (WB) and “G-Men” 


(WB) (reissues). Pleasing $30,000 


Last week. “Flamingo Road” (WB) 
(3d wk), $29,800 

Egyptian, Los Angeles, Wilshire 
(FWC) (1,538; 2,097: 2,296: 60-$1) 

-“Ball Game” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Down to $28,000 or near Last 
week, nice $47,000 but below 
hopes. 

Orpheum (D’'town) (2,210; 60-$1) 
—*Fan” (20th) and “Fighting 


Fools” (Mono) 
with $18,500 in 


Slow $8.500 here. 
5 day-daters. Last 


week, “Outpost Morocco” (UA) 
and “Gay Amigo” (UA) (2d wk-5 
days), $6,100, with $11,000 in 4 
sites 

Pantages, Hillstreet (Pan-RKO) 
(2.812: 2890: 50-$1 “The Win- 
dow” (RKO) and “Woman's Secret” 
(RKO). Okay $33,000 or near. Last 
week, “We Were Strangers” (Col) 
and “Lost Tribe” (Col) (2d wk), 
$21,390. 

Los Angeles, Hollywood Para- 
mounts (F&M) (3,398: 1.451: 60-$1) 

“Streets Laredo” (Par) and 
“Streets San Francisco” (Rep) 
(L.A. Par only). Good $36.000. Last 
week, “Bride Vengeance” (Par) 
and “Susanna Pass” (Rep) (L.A, 


Par only), scant $19,700 

United Artists, Ritz (UA-FWC) 
(2,100: 1,370: 60-$1) — “Lady 
Gambles” (U) and = “Enchanted 
Valley” (EL). Medium $17,500, with 
$30,000 in 5 day-daters. Last week. 
“City Across’ River’ (U) and 
“Daughter West” (FC) (2d wk-6 
days), $11,200, with $21,600 in 6 
spots. 

Esquire (Rosener) (685: 85-$1.20) 
—‘‘Marriage in Shadows” (Indie). 
Okay $2.500 or over. Last weck, 


“Damned” (Indie) (2d 
‘ine Arts (FWC) | 
“Red Shoes” (EL) (21st wk). Nice 

$5,500. Last week, $5.800. 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900: 60-81) 
—‘Pygmalion” (Indie) (reissue) (2d 
wk). Below $3.000. Last week, 
medium $4,409 

Laurel (Rosener) 
“Mons. Vincent” 
Oke $2,500. 


wk). $1,900 
579: $1.20-2.40) 


(890; $1.20:— 
(Indie’ (6th wk). 
Last week. $2,900. 





H.0.’s, New Weakies Bop 
D.C.; Strangers’ $18,000 


Washington, May 24 
With holdovers predominant on 
main stem, and newcomers show- 
ing little draw, a dim week looms 


“We Were Strangers” at the War- 
ner. looks tops but not standout 
Holdovers” slipped badly after 
show of strength on _ opening 


rounds. 
Estimates for This Week 
Capitol (Loew's) (2.434: 44-85)— 
“Barkleys of Broadway” (M-G) (2d 
wk) plus vaude. Nosedived to so- 


so $15,000 after hot $30,000 
opener. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1.939; 44-80)— 
“Judge Steps Out” (RKO). Sliin 
$7,000. Last week, “Window” 
(RKO), okay $11,000 and a bit over 
hopes. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,163; 44-74) 
—“‘Since You Went Away” (RKO) 
(reissue). Okay $6,000. Last week, 
“Bad Boy’ (‘Mono}, $4500 and 


yanked after 5 days 
Palace ‘Loew's! (2,370; 44-74)— 
(Continued on page 18) 
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Denham, Pinewood 


Lopoffs Darken 


British Film Production Outlook 





London, May 24. 
Previous hopes that British pro- 
duction would effect a sharp rise In 
1950 were dampened last week with 


| 
| 
| 


reports that activity at J. Arthur | 


Rank’s Denham and Pinewood Stu- 


With limited capital available for 
financing new films at present, it’s 
understood that units affiliated 
with the J. Arthur Rank Production 
Co. will be restricted to a maxi- 
mum of 20 pictures. 

Total, however, fails to take into 
account the planned program of 
Aquila Films, the Independent 
Frame outfit. which will turn out 
at least eight subjects in the calen- 
dar year. First hint of the produc- 
tion cut, given some months ago 
by Sydney Box in conjunction with 
the Gainsborough Studio close- 
down, was confirmed recently by 
Rank topper George Archibald in 
a confidential review of the situa- 
tion to the Joint Works Committee 
of Denham-Pinewood. 

Archibald intimated, however, 
that it was hoped to provide full 
employment for those engaged at 
both studios, but the time might 
come when highly paid technicians 
would have to be employed on a 
picture to picture basis. In re- 
gard to this vear’s production, he 
predicted that some five films may 
be started at 
tween next August and the first of 
the year. 





Two Italo Pix Topping 
U.S. Imports at Home B.0. 


For Ist Time in Months 


Genoa, May 17. 


For the first time in 


topped home boxoffices. 
are “Fabiola,” 
versalia for Warners distrib, 
“In Nome Della Legge” 


tion and release. 
On the basis of firstrun figures 


“Fabiola” has consistently grabbed 
big coin usually reserved for top 


Ue es, 


grossed 


b.o. 
it 


films. 
almost 


In Genoa alone 
twice as 


Away” (M-G). “Legge,” in 


| 


dios will be considerably curtailed. | 


the two plants be- 


many 
months, two Italian pictures have 


much 
as its nearest competitor, “Anchors 
its | 
two-week Genoa run, made close to 
5,000,000 lire for a daily take of ados) 


+ | 





Britain Okays U.S. Cast 


For ‘Ice Cycles of 1949’ tne airing of the first European 


| concert of the Philadelphia Orches- 
tra from Birmingham Sunday (22). 


20thinDealFor 


London, May 24. 

With the Ministry of Labor hav- 
ing okayed the permits for the all- 
American cast which is to be fea- 
tured in “Ice Cycles of 1949,” 
everything is now set for the open- 
ing of this show at the 8,000-seater | 
Empress Hall in Earls Court June | 
22. 


of N. Y. has been lifted for the first 
time to enable “Oklahoma!” to be 
broadcast next Saturday (28), Only 
one song has had to be cut to fit 
the show in its airing time, and 
the entire Drury Lane company 1S 
taking part. 


The ice show, which is making | 


its European debut, has been| 


booked for a limited season and | 


admission charges, which range 
from $3 down to 70c., include after- 
the-show skating. 


Italy, Arg. In 
Pix Agreement 


Genoa, May 17. 

Representatives of the Italian 
and Argentine film industries have 
reached on agreement an coopera- 
tion in production and distribution. 
Text, as drawn up for final ap- 
proval, calls for easing of the 
backlog of Italian films awaiting 
release in Argentina; stimulation 
| via a cooperative releasing organ- 
ization; of distribution of Argen- 





films to be agreed on, and film raw- 
stock to be supplied by Italy to the 
Argentine industry. 

Italian films ready for release in 
Argentina have long been denied 
permits by Argentine authorities 
‘on grounds that Argentine films 
were denied fair amount of playing 


Films | time in Italy), and Italian industry 
produced by Uni- 
and 
(“In the 
Name of the Law”) a Lux produc- American market, which is one of | 


negotiators were willing to com- 
promise to achieve release of their 
films for the lucrative South 


Italy’s best selling areas. 


GEORGE SANDERS INKE 
FOR ARG. SOCCER PI 


Buenos Aires, May 17. 
AAA (Artistas Argentinos Asoci- 
just announced - signing 





approximately 350,000 lire ($600), George Sanders to make a picture 
while the average daily earnings of in Argentina, which is to have the 
a dozen U. S. pix playing Genoa development of football (soccer) in 


at the same time were about 220,- the country as its theme. 
00 Figures for other 
cities are proportionately similar. 


000 lire ($370). 


Spectacular angie and 


; Sanders 
once lived in Argentina for about 
five years, as an employee of the 


large British & American Tobacco Co., 


name cast had much to do with and his knowledge of Spanish is 


success of “Fabiola,” while “Legge” 
received rave press notices, plus the picture is to be made in both 
Film is 
Sicilian bandits, the news | 


plenty of free publicity. 
about 
and exploits of 
papers here daily. 


‘STREETCAR’ PENDING 


which fill 





FOR AUSTRALIAN RUN 


; Sydney, May 17. 
Indications are that the Broad- 


way hit, “Streetcar Named Desire,” * 


will be seen in Aussie at the 
King’s, Melbourne, in August, on 
a deal pending between the Fuller- 
Carroll combo and Alfred Fischer 
in N. Y. Understood that a U.S. 
cast will be imported. The Sydney 
run would follow at the Palace. 
872-seater recently acquired by 
F-C from Grosvenor Theatres. 

F-C currently has Peter Gray in 
“Present Laughter’; the Sumner 
Locke - Elliott drama, “Rusty 
Bugles.” and the National Grand 
Opera Co. 


No Reels for Fire Yet 


Dublin, May 24. 

Although Finance Minister Pat- 
rick McGilligan gave the green- 
light for the importation, free of 
tax, of newsreels three weeks ago. 
no reels have vet been screened 
here. Holdup is due to lack of 
agreement between distrib and ex- 
hib associations on trading terms. 
and until they get together exhibs 
are holding off. 

Row goes back four years, but 
prospects for an early settlement 
are regarded as good. A meeting 
between officials of the two bodies 
is being set for an early date, but 
the Theatre and Cinema Assn. has 
warned its members to hold to the 
ban on newsreel showings until 
after the talks. 





fair, an important advantage, as 
English and Spanish versions. 


Football is the 


horseracing, and Sanders will play 
the role of Andrew Watson Hutton, 
head of a British school in Argen- 
tina, at which the game was first 
played about the middle of the 
nineteenth century. AAA’s script, 
authored by Homero Manzi and 
R. Orlando, is to be called “School 
for Champions” (‘Escuela de Cam- 
peones”) and will be directed by 
Ralph Pappier. Mona Maris. who 
is also bi-lingual, will have the 
femme lead. 


‘Bride’ Closes After 866 
Run; to Tour England 


London, Mey 24. 

New Charles Cochran musical. 
“Tough at the Top,” will succeed 
his longest-running production, 
“Bless the Bride,” which folds 
June 11 after 866 performances at 
the Adelphi. Touring rights to 
“Bride” have been acauired by 
Bernard Delfont, who already has 
the show booked for an entire vear. 
A two-week stand at the Davis the- 
atre, Croydon, July 11 inaugurates 
the tour, which will include key 
cities throughout the country. 

Lisabeth Webb, who starred in 
the play leaves for a month's U. S. 
vacation at the close of the play's 
West End run. 





Delfont’s new musical “Hat in 
the Air,” starring Bobby Howes, 
Pat Kirkwood, Gabriel Brune, 


Marilyn Hightowers ‘American 
act), and Jerry Desmonde ‘former 
Sid Field's stooge), opens at Birm- 
ingham June 6, and comes to the 
West End, probably at the Saville 
theatre, replacing “Belinda Fair,” 
.the following week. 


most popular | 
the sport in Argentina, except perhaps | 


angle. 
tine films in Italy; co-production of | 


London Pressuring To 





‘Okla’ on English Air 


London, May 24. 
Embargo by the Theatre Guild 


New Dutch Platter Plant Bucks Decca 


Monopoly; U.S., Brit. Disks Sell Best 








} 
! 


Another important broadcast was 








— N.Z. Control 


Sydney, May 24. 

Deal is reported readying here, 
whereby 20th-Fox, presently 50-50 
partners with the Moodabe Amal- 
gamated Theatres in New Zealand, | 
will now take 75% control on a re- | 
ported stock deal with Joe 
Moodabe, loop’s managing director 
and brother of Mike Moodabe, gov- 
erning director. Amalgamated is | 
the most powerful cinema loop in | 
New Zealand, operating in_ the 
keys, nabes and stix. 

Some time ago the late Walter 
J. Hutchinson signatured a deal for | 
20th on a 50-50 buy into the 
Amalgamated loop, regarded at 
that time as a terrific deal, but it 
was frowned on by many N. Z. poli- 
ticians because of the influx of 


| 


sumption is that politicians won't 
approve the new_ reported deal. | 
especially from that 75% control | 


Mike Moodabe, here on a visit, 


|refused to make any comment on | 


his brother Joe’s alleged stock deal | 
with 20th, stating that he would 
talk about things in about two 
weeks before going home. 





| 


Yank ‘Harvey’ Legiter 
In Film Quota Quirk 


| London, May 17. 

; What is described as “strongest 
possible pressure” is being imposed 
on the Prince of Wales theatre to 
yank the successful legit presenta- 
tion of “Harvey,” and put on a 

British picture to comply with 
quota regulations. Theatre became 
liable for quota compliance after 
it presented the Danny Kaye pic, 
“The Secret Life of Walter Mitty.” | 
for nearly three months to fill the | 
gap between the end of ‘Caribbean 
Rhapsody” and the opening of 
| “Harvey.” 
| In order to meet its quota liabil- 
ity the theatre would be obliged to 
show a British picture for nine or 
ten weeks and this could only be 
done if the run of “Harvey” were 
abruptly terminated. 

Strict compliance with the con- 
ditions of the 1948 Quota Act 
'would have demanded the satisfac- 
tion of the 45% quota in the first 
six months of the Act by March 
31, and although the Board of 
Trade relaxed this condition, it is 
seriously concerned at suggestions 
that the quota may be flouted and 
that the theatre would sooner pay 
the maximum fine of $400 rather 
than include a British quota pic- 
ture on its program. 

Issue was raised at the last meet- 
ing of the Cinematograph Films 
Council and questions were asked | 
in regard to the legality of can- 
celling the theatre’s license. But 
the provisions of the Act preclude | 
this for a first offense and three | 
quota breaches are necessary be- 
fore such drastic action can be 
contemplated. 





Locarno Pix Festival 
To Get Official Awards 
Zurich, May 17. 

Official! awards for the best full- 
length features shown will be 
given at the fourth Locarno Film 
Festival, to be held July 8-17. 
Heretofore, awards had only been 
given by a group of independent 
critics. (Last year’s went to 20th’s 
“Miracle on 34th Street”). 

This year’s festival will inelude 
10 open air screenings, 10 mat- 
inees in the town’s picture-houses, 
as well as several showings of new 
documentaries. 





Other Foreign News 
On Page 16 











| with at 


teiated British-Pathe managing di- 


Korda, Cifesa in Spanish, | 
Brit. Pix Exchange Deal 


Sir Alexander Korda’s London| 
Films and Cifesa Productions, | 
largest film outfit in Spain, have | 
closed a deal for reciprocal dis- 
tribution of the two firms’ product 
in their respective countries. Deal | 
was disclosed this week by Antonio | 
Mendez, Cifesa’s New York rep. 

Distrib pact marks the first time 
that Spanish films will be given! 
wide release in England. To date, 
main playing time has been con- 
fined to Mexico, South America 
and a few Spanish-speaking sectors | 
in the U. S. 


Mono, Assoc. Brit. | 


Set Pix Sked 


London, May 24. 
With the Monogram-Associated 
British longterm production agree- 
ment scheduled to start at the lat- 
ter’s Elstree studios by Sept. 30, | 
the companies have mutually 





'U. S. coin into a local setup. Pre-| agreed upon three scripts to launch | 


their joint filmmaking program. A 
total of four pictures are to be 
turned out over a two-year period, 
least one American star 
scheduled to appear in each film. | 


Topping the slate is a remake of 
“Red Wagon,” originally done as| 
a Charles Bickford starrer some | 
14 years ago. Other properties de-| 
cided upon, according to Asso-| 


rector William Moffat, are “The | 
Bishop’s Mantle,” a novel by Agnes | 
Sligh Turnbull, and “The High-| 
wayman,” a narrative poem by Al-| 
fred Noyes. 

While in the U. S. recently. Motf- | 
fat closed a distributional deal with 
Monogram whereby the latter com- 
pany will release the entire out- 
put of Associated British with the 
exception of certain pictures com- 
mitted to Warners. This product 
will be in addition to the films to 
be made under the joint produc- 
tion program which Monogram 
obviously will handle in the west- 
ern hemisphere. 


U.S. FILMS OK, EUROPE’S 
IN DUMPS, IN MEX SLUMP 


Mexico City, May 24. 

Economic depression here, which 
makes customers harder to sell 
because. of progressively less coin 
circulating, has made U. S. film 
fare more of a favorite and pointed 
up Mexican pix as about its only 
competitor. 

Argentinian and British films 
have done badly, and French and 
Italian pix are poor draws. Sole 
shining exception to apathy to- 
wards European pix is the Spanish 
film, “Locura de Amor” (‘Love 
Madness”) (Cifesa), now in its 12th 
consecutive week at one stand, the | 
Cine Arcadia, a new local firstrun | 
house. Record is a new high here’ 








Vienna Sets Festival 
For Its Strausses 


Vienna, May 17. 

Festival in honor of the Johann 
Strausses, father and son, will be 
held here June 2-8 by the Johann | 
Strauss Society, with the official | 
support of the city of Vienna and | 
the Austrian government. It will | 
mark the centenary of the death 
of Johann Strauss, Sr.. 50th anni- 
versary of his son’s death and 75th 
anniversary of the premiere of the 
latter’s “Die Fledermaus.” 

Climax of the celebration will be 
an openair performance at the 
Rathausplatz, with the Vienna Phil- 
harmonic,.ballet of the State Opera 
and Male Cheral Society of Vienna 
participating. There will also be | 
a grand ball in the Town Hall, re- 
viving a tradition of the City of 
Vienna. Other events will include 
Vienna State Opera performances 
of “Gypsy Baron,” “A Night in 
Venice” and “Fledermaus” and 
special concerts by the Vienna 
Symphony and Vienna Philhar- , 
monic, 


‘ 


+ 


Amsterdam, May 17. 

Platter biz in Holland has had a 
shot in the arm following the open. 
ing of a new pressing plant at 
Heemstede, 20 miles from here 
which is turning out disks by 
Harry James, George Melachring 
Victor Silvester, etc., and finding g 
ready sale for them. Most of these 
artists had been unobtainable here 
for years in spite of the fact that 
they were wellknown via film and 
radio. 

The new plant, which is owned 
by a concern named Bovema, im. 
ports masters from England and 
presses on the same English labels, 
i.e., Parlophone, HMV, Columbia, 
etc. It also has tieups with French 
and Swiss concerns, but there is 
no doubt that the main biz is be- 
ing done with the British and 
American waxings. Up till now 
there has been no indication that 
Bovema will be recording any 
Dutch artists. 

Before the opening of the Heem. 
stede works, the Dutch Decca Co, 
had the field all to itself, and its 
first slapback at the newcomers has 
been the closing down of its 15- 
vear-old pressing plant in Amster- 
dam in favor of a new outfit at 
Doetinchem (South Holland). The 
new factory has more than double 
the output capacity of the old one, 
having 16 presses in place of six, 
Seeing that the old plant turned 
out something like 100,000 platters 
per month, an output of 250,000 
is expected from the new setup, 
which should be operating fully 


| next month. Not all these disks are 


for the home market, a certain 
quota being exported to Belgium, 
Switzerland, Scandinavia and the 
Dutch colonies. 


Spanish Exhibs Pull 
Switch; Fete Metro 
Reps Lushly on Anni 


Barcelona, May 17. 
Celebrations for Metro’s 25th 
Anniversary started in Spain May 8, 
with free exhibition of pix all 
over the country for children in 
orphanages and the like. On 
May 12 a big dinner party was 





| tendered by all exhibitors in Spain 


to the company’s representatives, 
presenting on the occasion a silver 
plate with diamonds and rubies 
inscription as a_ souvenir. 

Gesture is taken to prove that 
Spanish exhibitors feel absolute 
need of American pictures to keep 
their houses running, because, al- 
though national product has im- 
proved, it wouldn’t cover a quarter 
of the year. It’s the first time that 
such an event has taken place in 
this country. Up to the present, 
distributors used to toast exhibi- 
tors, now it’s vice versa. Company 
responded in the evening with pre- 
miere of “Holiday in Mexico,” tol- 
lowed by a reception plentifully 
supplied with champagne. 

Last scene of the silver jubilee, 
May 14, was a dinner and dance 
for Metro personnel. 


‘LAMBS’ OUGHT TO EAT 
IN AUSSIE FOR A WHILE 


Sydney, Mav 12. 
Noel Langley’s comedy. “Little 





‘Lambs Eat Ivy,” looks set for good 


biz at the Minerva for Whitehall 
Productions. Comedy has cast 1n- 
cluding Guy Doleman, Kathleen 
Robinson — one of Whitehall’s di- 
rectors — Gordon Chater, Kevin 
O'Donnell, Lynn Murphy and Rich- 
ard Parry. 
Production is by Fifi Banvard. 


Finn Film Slump 


Helsinki, May 17 

Film biz has slumped badly 1% 
Finland, and from 20 to 30 theatres 
outside of Helsinki have shuttered. 
Boxoffice drop in the past year 1S 
estimated at 30°. The Finnish 
Assn. of Motion Picture Producers 
is planning to urge abolishing the 
11/@ turnover tax on foreign and 
domestic motion pictures. 

During the first quarter of this 
vear, the Finns produced three tea- 
tures and about 80 shorts. How- 





ever, the industry is choked by 4 
/great shortage of raw stock. 


The 
British have virtually cut off suP- 
plies during negotiations on a neW 
trade agreement and the Finns 
lack the dollar exchange to buy 1? 
this country. 

















ednesday, May 25, 1949 , | 
__ Wednesday, May . VARIETY 13 





Seas epee 








YOU CAN ALWAYS DEPEND ON THE COMPANY ; 
THAT DELIVERS WHAT IT PROMISES!!!) | 


Will James’ 


SAND + IT HAPPENS EVERY SPRING * THE BEAUTIFUL 
BLONDE FROM BASHFUL BEND » MR. BELVEDERE 
GOES TO COLLEGE - THE FORBIDDEN STREET + THE 
FAN - CANADIAN PACIFIC » MOTHER IS A FRESHMAN 

: A LETTER TO THREE WIVES + DOWN TO THE 

L SEA IN SHIPS » THE SNAKE PIT + YELLOW SKY 


> Bainaos lite 


'S Back the Motion Picture Industry's U. S. SAVINGS BONDS DRIVE, May 16-June 30 








CENTURY-FOX 





2 














en I gS ANN tee Ne SET EE se 








16 


INTERNATIONAL 


VARIETY 


*VARTETY'S’ LONDON OFFICE ' 
& St. Martin's Place, Trafalgar Square 





Chief Portuguese Pix Production 
Taken Over by Spanish Capital, 


Wilson M-G Can. 16m Mgr. 


Toronto, May 24. 


With Metro set this fall to in- 
vade Canada’s 16m field, Reginald 


of the New division of Metro- 





Lisbon, May 17. 
in Portugal have , 
been taken aback by the an-| 
nouncement that in the last) 
two months Antonio Redondo, a 
Spanish tycoon, has virtually 
taken over the only three 
Portuguese studios organized. for 
producing pictures, which means | 
that from now on Portuguese pro- 
duction will be dominated and con- 
trolled by Spanish capital. 

Redondo first acquired half of 
the shares in the Lisboa Films Co. 
leaving as its director the Portu- 
guese film producer’ Francisco 
Quintela. Then Lisboa bought out- 
right all the shares of the Cine- 
landia Film Co., which was in a 
great part owned by an Italian pro- 
ducer. After having taken con- 
trol of two of Lisbon studios, it 
was easy for Redondo to convince 
two of the biggest shareholders of 
the Tobis Portuguesa Film Co. to 
sell him their shares in this con- 
cern, giving him the control also of 
this studio. 


Film circles 


Consequences of having practi- | 


cally the only three Portuguese 
studios in working condition con- 
trolled by Spanish capital aren’t 
easily predictable. The 
Workers Syndicate has asked the 
Minister tor Economy to inquire 
into the situation. 

According to the studios, Redon- 
do will use his Spanish organiza- 
tion to sell in Spain and abroad 


Portuguese pictures produced in 
the past by these studios. For the 


immediate future, a more close 
Spanish technical and artisfic col- 
laboration in pictures produced in 
Portugal is envisioned, giving more 
work here to artists and techni- 
cians. 


Formby Heading 7-Act 
Brit. Vaude Tour of Can.; 





First Such in 20 Years 


Toronto, May 24. 


As first London variety show to 
make a trans-Canada tour in 20 
vears, George Formby will head 


seven acts for a seven-week tour, 
commencing at His Majesty’s, 
Montreal, week of Sept. 17. Pact 
was inked by Ernest Rawley, man- 
ager of the Royal Alexandra here, 
and Beryl Ingham (Mrs. Formby), 
who came over to complete the ar- 
rangements after cable contacts 
with Rawley, whose brainchild the 
idea was. Formby's agent, Lew 
Grade, completed details of the 
deal before returning to Europe. 
Pending deal for trans-Canada 
appearances of Formby was kept 
under wraps while 15 cities were 
lined up, with whole tour under 
Rawley’s direction. Cumbrously- 
tagged “George Formby and His 
London Music Hall Varieties,” the 
unit will play at a $3 top. Because 
of a London commitment to start 
Xmas pantomime reltearsals in 
London in early November, Formby 


will play his 15 east-west Canadian | 


dates in one westward hop and 
then fly to London from Vancou- 
ver with no return engagements 
eastward. 

Visiting troupe is pencilled in 
at Montreal, Ottawa, Toronto, 
Guelph, London, Windsor, Hamil- 
ton, Port Arthur, Winnipeg, Re- 
gina, Saskatoon, Ed?thonton, Cal- 
gary, Victoria and Vancouver. 


5 US. Italo Pixers 


Genoa, May 17. 

With the opening of the Mignon 
in Florence, the number of pix 
houses in Italy regularly showing 
Original versions of U.S. films has 
been increased to five. Others are 
the Angelicum and the Mignon, in 
Milan; and the Arcobaleno and 
Quirinetta in Rome. 

Rivoli, in Rome. currently show- 
ing “Gone With The Wind,” with 
Italian subtitles, sometimes has 
English versions of pix, but varies 
its fare. 


Makes Geod—~Abenad 


Rome, May 17. 

Charlie Beale, singer and pianist. 
graguate of New York's East Side 
bistros, has invaded the Italian 
field via night clubs in Milan and | 
Turin. Toto. famed Italian com- 
edian, hired him for his revue, “I 
Bado che ti Mangio,”’ now in its 
fourth week in Rome. From Rome, 
the show goes to Naples tor four 
weeks. 

Beale is also being sought for 
picture work in Italy. 
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Cinema | 


Goldwyn-Mayer ot Canada, 
He joined the company in 1936, re- 


Pabst, Others Bow Out In turning to the payroll after 1941- 


'46 service in the Royal Canadian 


Austro, German Pix Snarl 4‘ Force. 


u | Wilson will set a special depart- 
Vienna, May 19. ments for 16m distribution at all 
G. W. Pabst resigned today (19) M-G exchanges across Canada. 
as president of the Austrian Film 


Producers Assn. J. A. Heubler- 
Kahla and others renounced their 








American Newsreel Is 
“aan oe en was recent amend- | Hottest Jap Pix Item; 


ment to the Austro-German ex- | " i 
change agreement. While _ first | Outdraws Nips, Brit. 
Austrian treaty with Bizonia, at | cn ese 
Reichenhall in 1947, stipulated that | Tokyo, May 17. 
eight Aystrian pix should be ex-| Hottest item in the Japanese 
changed against 32 German, film market today is an American 
amendment lowered Austrian 


newsreel, United News, which has 
risen steadily in popularity and is 
now playing in 1,859 of Japan’s 


quota to five only. Alfred Ehrlich 
signed for Austria, U. S. film of- 
ficer Erich Pommer for Germany. 


According to Pabst’s statement, 2,160 motion picture theatres. Dis- 
this means a loss of $1,000,000 an- tributed by Central Motion Picture 
nually. Exchange, local outlet for the Mo- 


tion Picture Export Assn., United 
News is sold at 212% of the gross 
and making money at it. 

The weekly newsreel competes 
with three Jap reels and the Brit- 
ish World Wide News, but seems 
to be winning in a walk. In six of 
| Japan’s 48 prefectures (states), 
| United News plays in 100% of the 
film houses. 


Weekly release is made up in 
Tokyo with Japanese sound com- 
mentary using footage 
U. S. newsreels. Excerpts from 
regular Wednesday releases are 
flown over from New York, arriv- 
ing in Tokyo the following Mon- 
day. Film is edited, dialog writ- 
weeks out of every five, instead of ten and recorded, and prints made 
| two out of five as at present, was | ready for release in Japan eight 
indicated today in a report by | Gays later. 
the motion  picture-photographer | 


| branch of the Department of Com- | TWO HITS, ONE MISS 


Producers are now working out 
plans to set a maximum for pro- 
duction at 12 films. It is believed 
that the Council of Ministers will 
intervene. 





Arg. May Up 
Pix Quota 


Washington, May 24. 
Possibility that the Argentine 
government will require that do- 
mestic films be screened for three 





|;merce. Report said that motion 
| picture trade press in the Argen- 
tine has been printing stories to | 
that effect 

Decree has gone into effect in | 
Argentina which requires that ex- | 
hibitors of domestic and imported 
pictures notify the Direccion Gen- 


London, May 24. 

Two nits and a miss was 
score racked up by three West End 
openings last week. Wendy Hiller 


eral de Espectaculos Publicos of | was enthusiastically acclaimed for 
the name, stars and summary of | her portrayal of the title role in: 
plot of all domestic pix; and the “Ann Veronica,” which opened at 
title, original language, number of the Piccadilly Friday (20). Ronald 
copies, stars, number of actors, Gow’s adaptation of the H. G. 


time length and summary of plot Wells’ novel was given an episodic 
selraan in the nolae soxsiy’ st aq | Pas ocean We aan ae 
; my 2 and should tenant the house for a 
imported picture must be given in jong time. An outstanding _ per- 
a sworn statement. It is believed formance is also turned in bv 
that the idea is to exclude pictures Cyrj] Ritchard. ; 
Wissen pli: ag pai and of dubious | A colorfully staged and lavishly 

New or “ or F mounted revue, “Sauce Tartare,” 
Py ig pee es cece which marks Cecil Landeau’s first 
with a bese capital of $250 000. It postwar production, was put on at 
is a merger of Cosmos Films and the C ambridge Wednesday (18). 
Compania Contratadors Cinema- Show offers scintillating eutertien- 
tografica. Its 1949 program calls for ment and ens & Hit. Fee — 
producing four pictures and show- honors ier Renee Houston, who 
ing first grade European films. réceived polished support from a 


large cast. 
Italian-Canadian ' Mixed reception 
| Music Pic Is Mulled 


“Man About a Dog.” 
Toronto, May 24. 


Ray Lewis, head of Alliance 
Films, specializing in foreign film 
Canadian imports, sailed vesterday 
(23) for Italy to complete arrange- 

;ments with Giuseppe Amato, Ital- 
ian director of “Four Steps in the 
Kang for the filming. partly in : 
| Canada and partly in Italy, of a C L d Sh 
seca.” with musical se} urrent on on OWS 

| quences to be made in latter coun- | London, May 24. 
(Figure shows weeks of run) 


try. 
In Rome, she will be the house “Adv. Story,” James (10). 
guest of Mr. and Mrs. George Mar- “Ann Veronica,” Piccadilly. 
“Annie Get Gun.” Col’s’m (103) 


golin. He's president of Continen- 
“Beaux Stratagem,” Phoenix (4) 


tal Motion Pictures. 

“Bless the Bride,” Adelphi (109). 
“Brigadoon,” Majesty (6). 
“Belinda Fair,” Savoy (9). 
“Black Chiffon,” West (4). 
“Daphine,”” Wynd. (9). 
“Dark of Moon,” Ambassador (6). 
“Foolish Gent'w'n,” Duch. (13). 
“Happiest Days.” Apollo (61), 
“Harvey.” Wales (21). 
“Heiress,” Haymarket (17), 
“High Button Shoes,” Hipp. (23). 
“Lady’s Burning,’ Globe (3). 
“Latin Qt. Revue,” Casino (10), 
“Lilac Time,” Palace (5). 
“Man About Dog,” Princess (1). 
“Oklahoma!” Drury. Lane (108). 
“One Wild Oat,” Garrick (25) 
“Queen Came By,” York ‘9) 
“Sauce Tartare,” Cambridge (1) 
“September Tide,’ Ald. (24). 
“Shooting Star,” Playhouse :4). 





was accorded 
which opened 


gruesome thriller. patchilly 
structed, stands little chance. 


con- 





“The Bridge,” story of the Ber- 
lin airlift, is running simultane- 
ously at 15 theatres in Karlsruhe, 
Heidelberg and Mannheim. 














India Pixers Protest Tax 
Madras, May 17. 

Initiative is being taken by 
South Indian Film Chamber of 
Commerce to close all theatres for 
one day in June as protest against 
varying exorbitant percentages of 
entertaininent. tax collected in dif- 
ferent provinces. 

The Indian Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers Assn. of Bombay is also tak- 
ing steps to see closure of theatres 
is done on an ali-India basis. Date 
of protest is tentatively June 1. 


GIANNI & PINOTTO 
Rome, May 17 
Abbott and Costello are known 
in Italv as Gianni and Pinotto. 





They are playing around the “Summer in Dec.” Comedy (9), 
Roman neighborhood houses in “Together Agam,” Vic. Pal. (111) 
“Contro i Gangsters” (“Against the “Turners’ Husb..” St. Mart. (4). 
Gangsters), ) “Worm’s View,” Whitehall (109) 


Wilson has been named manager 
| 


Ltd. | 


IN LONDON LEGIT 


the | 


Uruguay Mulling State Film Setup; 





Paris Floored By 
| Roller-Skate Show 
| 


Paris, May 24. 

| “The Skating Vanities of 1949” 
| roller-skated into town for a two- 
| week appearance at the Palais de 
Sports. The “Vanities,” brought 
over-by Pierre-Louis Guerin-of the 
Lido Club, started off to slow biz, 
but terrific press blurbs and mag- 
azine coverage filled the Palais for 
the second week. 

The French went crazy over the 
roller show, especially since it was 
the first of its kind ever to hit 
Europe. Gloria Nord, the star, 
made the covers of three French 
magazines in one week. 

The show leaves Paris today 
(24) for Zurich and then goes over 
to Wembley Stadium, London. 
Guerin is trying to talk Harold 
Steinman into bringing the show 
back to Paris after the London 
booking. 


TV Looks Due In 


Mex ‘Manana 


Mexico City, May 24. 
Looks like video is continuing 
to be a matter of “manana” (“‘to- 
morrow”) in Mexico. Ministry of 





from all | 


' communications and public- works, | 
ruler of radio and kindred affairs | 


here, isn’t granting any more tele- 
vision commercial operation fran- 
chises until action is taken upon 


concessions granted some time ago | 
to Emilio Azcarraga and associates, | 


big radio station operators. Azcar- 
raga syndicate is holding off for 
this and that reason—-equipment, 
_ depression, awaiting better times. 
Wearied of waiting for the good 
jobs they saw in video, the Nation- 
/al Television Employees Union, or- 
ganized Feb. 20, 1947. has formally 
disbanded and its members have 
joined the National Actors Union. 





‘Latin Quarter’s’ $33,000 
_ Gross Biggest in Europe 


London, May 17. 

Emile Littler and Tom Arnold’s 
“Latin Quarter,” at the London 
Casino, is grossing $33,000 weekly, 
which is biggest gross of any mu- 
sical or revue in Europe. 

Despite cast changes, b.o. is not 
affected, with show now assured of 
‘a run till Christmas. Further 
changes in cast comprise Georges 
Guetary, who is to be replaced by 
Christian Celva, another French 
singer, and Frances Day, with man- 
agement seeking replacer. 


London Film Notes 


London. May 18. 

Colin Leslie. chief of Lux Films. 
is here regarding production of a 
new film in Italy May 30, with 
Soldati to direct. Cast will be 
headed by Margaret Rutherford, 
Robert Beatty, Jean Kent and Gor- 
don Harker. Understood Renown 
Films will distribute Margaret 
Rutherford’s next film will be film- 
ization of “The Happiest Days of 
Your Life,” which will be made 





at the Princes Tuesday (17). Star- | 
ring Griffith Jones, this overwordy, | 


by Frank Launder and Sidney Gil-| 


liatt, with shooting to start some- 
time in August. 

Bill Owen to start in film version 
of “The Girl Who Couldn't Quite,” 
which is to be made by John Ar- 
gyle Productions, with location 
shots to be made June 13, con- 
tinuing at Nettlefold’s studio mid- 
dle July. No femme star vet cast 
for role, but it’s understood likely 
to be Ann Stephens Joan Hop- 
kins to Italy for two weeks’ vaca- 
tion after which she is to star in 
two pictures for Associated British. 


Tucker Signs U.S. Acts 


London, May 17. 

Latest bookings from America by 
the Charles L. Tucker agency in- 
clude Bobby May, Frank Marlowe 
and Harold Barnes. This trio opens 
at the London Palladium July 4. 
Also at the Palladium Aug. 1 are 
the Three Rudells. 

Firm also booked Jean Sook and 
Ted Roman for the Tom Arnold 
ice revue, due to open at Stoll’s 
theatre July 11. 





Would Lease to Private Companies 


Montevideo, May 17. 
| A bill has been presented to the 
| Uruguayan congress proposing 
creation of a National Film Instj- 
| tute, which would purchase the ne. 
/cessary equipment to start a na- 
; tional industry in Uruguay, and 
centralize all pix production in the 
state. The institute would fune- 
tion as an autonomous body, goy- 
erned by a five-member board 
under Raul Montero Bustamante 

According to plan, the institute 
would have full authority to lease 
its installations to private com- 
panies. These installations would 
be set up in a film city, and a Capi- 
tal of 3,000,000 gold Uruguayan 
pesos ($1,500,000 U.S.), would be 
required, which the Uruguayan 
state would make up by applica- 
tion of a two centesimo tax on all 
film tickets sold in the country 
plus a 10% tax on the gross returns 
of the foreign film companies op- 
erating in Uruguay. 

Each Uruguayan-made picture 
would cost around 200,000 pesos, 
and would be exhibited —obliga- 
torily—in the country’s 183 film 
theatres, apart from any foreign 
exploitation which could be work- 
ed out. Bill is expected to win 
the approval of congress. 

The two major distributing com- 
panies in Uruguay, Glucksmann 
and Cinesa, have agreed to join 
forces after protracted negotia- 
tions, and Cinesa-Glucksmann has 
been formed with a capital of 3,, 
500,000 pesos. The new outfit plans 
to go in extensively for construc- 
tion of new theatres, including the 
Alhambra, on the important 18 de 
Julio thoroughfare in Montevideo, 
which will cost over 1,000,000 
pesos. 


‘‘Tit-Coq’ Sets Record 
For Canadian Legit Run 
With 200 Performances 


Montreal, May 24. 

With the closing Saturday night 
(22) of Gratien (Fridolin) Gelinas’ 
first play, “Tit - Coq’ (‘Little 
Rooster’), a new Canadian thea- 
trical record was established after 
an even 200 performances. Written, 
directed and produced by Gelinas, 
who also played the leading role, 
this French-language play opened 
May 22, 1948, at the Monument Na- 
tional in Montreal, played 11 per- 
formances to 15,400 persons, then 
moved to Quebec, playing to an- 
other 15,000 before closing for the 
summer. 

Opening last September at the 
923-seat Gesu theatre in Montreal, 
“Tit-Coq” played to 191,000 people, 
for a gross of approximately $400,- 
000 with a $2.60 top. An additional 
hitch in Quebeck brings the total 
up to 214 performances before 
210,600 persons—an all-time record 
in Canada in any language. 

With “Tit-Coqg” closing in Que- 
bec, Gelinas will take a short holi- 
day, and then go to work on an 
English adaptation which he hopes 
to have ready for the coming sea- 
son for both Canadian and Amerti- 
can audiences. 


Neigh, Neigh! 


Paris, May 24. 

Private yacht with two oilmen 
ogling concessions cast anchor !n 
the Red Sea near the residence of 
the Sultan of Suwak. Latter, after 
being shown motion pictures on 
board the yacht, was presented 
with equipment and had it I 
stalled in his palace, together with 
a supply of pix. He began devot- 
ing every evening to screening 
them, until he came to “Black 
Beauty,” 20th-Fox film, which was 
included in the batch. He liked 
that one the best. 

For the last six months. “Black 
Beauty” has been played every 
night and his courtiers have had 
to take it and like it. 


° , 
Mex Likes ‘Macbeth 
Mexico City, May 24. 
“Macbeth” (Rep), titled in Mex- 
ico “La Tragedia de Macbeth 
(‘The Tragedy of Macbeth’), 18 4 
success here. It’s in its second 
week to above-average at the Cine 
Olimpia. A pic must be very good 
to justify more than a week at one 
stand nowadays. 
“Macbeth” sets off Rep’s recent 
year’s pact with the Cadena de 
Oro, big local cinema chain of 











which the Olimpia is one of the 
‘three firstrun houses. 
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giants of the screen, STAGECOACH and ‘CANYON PASSAGE ! 








Starring 


SF SUSAN HAYWARD-ROBERT PRESTON 
4; Pedro ARMENDARIZ chit Wills - Lloyd Gough - Edward Bele 


Produced by WALTER WANGER » Directed by STUART HEISLER 
Associate Producer EOWARD LASKER « Screenplay by FRANK NUGENT and CURTIS KENYON 
Suggested by a Story by RICHARD WORMSER * An EAGLE LION FILMS Releose 
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| ‘Arizona Bandits Grab " : 
Picture Grosses $2,125 in Pix Stickups’ Film Reviews 
fet oa | - Phoenix, May 24. L Continued from page 8 J 
SEATTLE Bandits in Arizona are finding) Fools Rush In spans the fascist and postwar 


Flighty Det. Weather | 


Hurts Biz Albeit ‘Game’ 


Smash 206; ‘Fan’ 256. 


Detroit, May 24. 
Extreme fluctuations in tempera- 


Appsired ge ae » ef. | ™ 
ture here is virtually the same ef Gand 


(Continued from page 13) 
Diary” (Col). Very sad $4,000 or 
less. Last week, “Belvedere to Col- 
lege” (20th) and 
(20th) (4th wk), oke $5.400. 

Orpheum ‘(H-E) (2,600; 50-84)— 
“Flamingo Road” (WB) and “Bad 
Men of Tombstone” (Mono) (2d wk). 
$7,000 after big $10,300 


fect on the boxoffice with final opener. ; a. 
tallv likely to be somewhat lowe! Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 40-65) 
than usual. “The Fan” at the Fox, __“Walking Hills” (Col) and “Kiss 


“Ball Game” at Adams and ‘Dream 

Is Yours” at Michigan are fight- 

ing it out for the declining biz. 
Estimates for This Week 


in Dark” (WB) (2d runs) plus 
vaude. Slow $4.000 or near. Last 
week, stage show and “Sun Comes 
Up” (M-G) and “Red Stallion” (EL) 


Fox (Fox-Mich) ‘9 a ang as (2d runs) plus vaude, $3,800 
“The Fan” (20th) and “Shot Jesse ir 1-E) (3.039: 50-84)— 
we 7 SG Good $25,000. Last | ,, Paramount (H-E) (3.05 as cal 
James” (S ‘h sani to. College” | “Outpost in Morocco a ans 
ee eas | “Gay Amigo” ‘UA). Slow $7,000. 
(20th) and “Last Wild Horses” 7 at week, “Adventure in Palti- 
(SG) (2d wk), big $21,000. more” (RKO) and “Fighting Fools 


Michigan (United Detroit) (4.000; 
70-95) —"Dream Is Yours” (WB) 
and “Mutineers” (Col). Oke $20,- 
000. Last week, “Flamingo Road 
(WB) and “Lucky Stiff’ (UA) (2d 
wk), $16,000. 


Palms (UD) 70-95) — 


(2,900; 


“Manhandled” (Par) and “Loaded” | 
istole iC $12,000. | 


(Col.) Passable 


Pistols” 


(Mono), slim $1,700 in 4 days. 





‘Barkleys’ Boff $11,000, 
Port.; ‘Honeymoon’ 11'14G 
Portland, Ore., May 24. 
Biz is down this week at first- 
runs because of other competition. 


Last week. ‘“Tuise © (EL) and “Mil- “Barkle a> f Broz lway’ she - 
: : "(1 ‘ ys oO roadway shape: 

a ae Ar aa cuaaiinte sock at United Artists. ae 

we), Sow eo * TT (6 . 79-| Honeymoon” looks strong at the 

PP is? + — se en Broadway. “Red Shoes” is still 
+ ee e dy N ‘ "4 . 


and “Make Believe Ballroom” (Col) 
week, 


solid at the Guild. 
Estimates for This Week 


ad wh). Nice $10,000. Last Broadway hea pa (1,832; it 
518, ' ns 85) — “Family oneymoon” ( 

‘ i< n (UD) (1,800; 70-95) — Z “ . 7 7 z ’} (10 
“outpost in Morocco” (UA) and ol RSteong $11,500. Re lt 
“Duke of Chicago” (Mono) (2d wk). “Life of Riley” ' (U) and “Old 
Down to $7,000. Last week, okay Fashioned Girl” (EL), $11,500. 


$13,000. 
Adams | 








Jalaban) (1.700; 70-95)— | 


Mayfair (Parker) (1.500; 50-85)— 
“Force of Evil’ (M-G) and “Win- 


“Ball Game” (M-G). Socko $20,000. | ner ‘Take All” (Mono) ‘8 days). 
Last week, “Enchantment” 'RKO),| gin, 99500. Last week. “Shot 
ag ica Balaban) (2,900: 70 | Jesse James” ee 
Downtown (Balaban) (2,900; 70-| connent” «M  $3.000. 

95) oe City Across River” ‘(U) and agg) af (2.000: 50-85)— 
“Ride Ryder Ride” (EL) (2d wk). | «pyjsa” (EL) and “Bad Men of 
Thin $7,000. Last week, $9000. Tombstone” (Mono) day-date with 

a = Hi. Orpheum. Okay $2,700. Last 


ST. LOUIS 


(Continued from page 13) 


Ts Yours” (WB) (2d wk), nice $14,- | 


week, “Flamingo Road” (WB) and 
“State Dept. File 649” (FC), fine 
| $4.500. 

Orpheum (‘H-E) (1.750; 50-85) — 


000 “Tulsa” (EL) and “Bad Men of 
x . - R(\_7F Tombstone” (Mono). also Oriental 
Ox 72 (5.( 50-75) — : 
eae ap ~ aoa Jae of Okay $5.000. Last week, ‘Flamingo 
Taakees” (RKO) and “Lady Takes Road” (WB) ord Sire — File 
‘| > IRKO) ireiscues). minor | 649” (FC), excellent $7,900. 
ceeen (RKO) (reissues), minor | "paramount (H-E) (3,400; 50-85) 
; Loew’s (Loew) (3.172: 50-75)— —‘Bride of Vengeance” (Par) and 
4 . 4 . ia, . e aary > W/ 2 “cc? ‘ i 
“Barkleys of Broadway” (M-G) (2d rhe per gio oa ‘od Lege 
vk). Fine $16,000 after sock $23,- $8,000. _, Last week, elvedere to 
boty aes . : ““"* | College (20th) and Cheated 
pa deco a * Law” (20th) (2d wk), sock $9,000. 
Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 50-75)— Tat Py at he On. : 
“Flamingo Road” (WB) and “Make “ ~~, pate Pie Rens 
eee ety pagel ee Peale (M-G). Sock $11,000 or i ae 
+ Se tas phe aoe ap a Rae! week, “Little Women” (M-G) (5 
Ships (20th) and “Tucson” (20th), davs) (4th wk), $3.400. : 
$£ 000. Guild (Parker) (485; $1.80-$2.40) 


St. Louis (F&M) (4.000; 50-75)—|__“Red Shoes” 


(EL) (5th wk). 


‘softer pickings in 


“Cheated Law’ | 


“The Window” (RKO) and “Wom- 
an’s Secret” (RKO). Trim $11,000. | 
Last week, “City Across 


Strong $6,000. Last week, $7,000. 


WASHINGTON 


(Continued from page 13) 
“Belvedere to College” (20th) (2d 
wk). Nice $15,000 after sock $25.- 
000 last week. 





River” | 
‘U) and “Live Today for Tomor- | 
row” (U), $8,000. 

Shady Oak (F&M) (676: $1.20- 
$2.40)—“‘Red Shoes” (EL) (5th wk). 
About $3,000 after $3,200 last week. 


LOUISVILLE 


(Continued from page 13) 
(FC) and “Long Voyage Home” 
(FC) (reissues), $5,000. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) ‘3,000; 
45-65)—“El Paso” (Par) and “Own 
True Love” (Par). Satisfactory 
$13,000. Last week, “Mother Is 
Freshman” (20th) and “Sofia” (FC), 
$15,400. 

State (Loew's) (3.000: 45-65) — 
“Mla, Pa Kettle” (U) and “Act Of 
Violence” (M-G). Fair $12,000. 
Last week, ‘“Paisan” (Indie), 
$16,000. 

Strand (FA) (1.000; 45-65) 
“Last Bandit” (Rep) and 
rise” (Rep). Mildish $4,500. 


“Behind Locked Doors’ (EL). 


$5,500. 





PROVIDENCE 


(Continued from page 13) 
and is doing well. Nice $8,000. Last 
week, “Susanna Pass” (Rep) and 
vaude, $7,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200: 44-65) — 
“Belvedere To College” 20th) and 
“The Hideout” (20th) (2d wk). Very 
healthy $15,000. First week strong 
$18,000. 

Vietropolitan (Snider) (3,100: 44- 
65'\—“Impact” (UA) and “Amazing 
Mr. X” (EL). Slow $5.500. Last 
week, “Dirigible” (Col) and ‘“Sub- 
marine” (Col) (reissues), $6,500. 

State (Loew) (3.200: 44-65) — 
“Portrait’ of Jennie’ (SRO) and 
“Big Jack” (M-G). Okay $16.000. 
Last week, “Little Women” (M-G) 
(2d wk), strong $15,000. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200: 44-65) 
—‘‘We Were Strangers” (Col) and 
“Make Believe Ballroom” 
Happy $14,000. Last week. “‘Man- 
handled” (Par) and “Take My 
Life” (EL), fair $10,000. 


“*“Moon- 
Last | 
week, “Walked By Night” (EL) and 


(Col). | 


(432: 
wk). 


50-85) 
Still 


| Playhouse ‘Lopert) 
'—‘Quartet” (EL) (3d 


| Strong at $7,000 for second con- | 


secutive week. Holds again. 

National (Heiman) (1.600; 44-74) 
—‘Mr. Smith Goes Washington” 
(RKO) (reissue). Sickly $3,000 in 
4 days, and pulled. Last week, 
“Jigsaw” (UA). $4.000. 

Warner (‘WB) (2,164: 44-74)— 
“We Were Strangers” (Col). Leads 
town with good $18.000, but not in 
champ class. Last week, “Nick 
Beal” (Par), disappointing $11,000. 


Trans-Lux ‘T-L) (650: 44-80) — 
“Portrait of Jennie” (SRO) (5th 
wk). Holding nicely at $5,960. 
after $5,200 last week. Stays on. 





OMAHA 


(Continued from page 11) 
so big. The Brandeis shapes nice 
with “Undercover Man.” 
Estimates for This Week 


Orpheum ‘Tristates) (3,000; 20- 
80\—“‘Bad Men of Tombstone” 
(Mono) with Orrin Tucker orch. 
Preston Foster trio, others. on- 
stage. Good $18.500 Last week, 
“Red Canyon” (U) and “Winner 


Take All” (Mono), $10,000. 
Paramount ‘Tristaies) (2.800: 16- 


65)—To Sea in Ships” (20th). 
Doing oke $10,000. Last week. 


“Flamingo Road” (WB). $11.000 

Brandeis (RKO): (1,500; 16-65)— 
“Undercover Man” (Col) and “Song 
of India” ‘Col). Nice $8,000. Last 
week, “Adventure Baltimore” 
(RKO) and “The Mutineers” ‘Co)), 
$7,000. ° 

State (Goldberg) ‘865: 16-65) 
“Ball Game” (M-G) (2d wk) and 
“Strange Vovage” ‘Mono). Good 
$4.500. Last week. “Ball Game’ 
(M-G) solo, smash $8.000. 





The Foundation of the Motion 
Picture Pioneers, Inc., chartered 
as a non-profit membership or- 
ganization in New York. 


theatre 
beries than their pioneer day coun- 
terparts Nine houses in the state 
have been looted recently, latest 
victim being the Roxy, Buckeye, 


rob- | 


| 
| 


realizing that her father, 


' 


whom | 
she had met for the first time, was Indicative, however, 


periods in Italy, but the film avoids 
any marked social commentary, 
of a shift to 


not such a cad as she had been | conservatism among Italo filmakers 


| 
| 


led to believe. This results in a 


| series of inept, irritating situa- 
tions. 
Production qualities are ade- 


robbed of $1.000. Two armed gun- | 


men escaped with $600 from Col- 
lege theatre, Temple. They were 
captured in Tucson. 

The Orpheum here 
taken over twice, the 
manager being hit on head with a 
stickup. “Sandits 


has been 
assistant 


gun during one 
also got $300 from safe in Grand 


theatre, Douglas. . 
Drive-ins in Tucson and Phoenix 


have been successfully raided, 
while the Catalina, here, is also 
on the holdup list. Safe of an- 


other Phoenix house was jimmied 
but yielded nothing. Lone bur- 
glar robbed Somerton theatre, 
Yuma, of $225. being captured 
later. 


Drive-In Robbers Get 11 Years 
St. Louis, May 24. 

Robert Cox sentenced to six 
years in Missouri pen, and Ernest 
Taskey to five years last week 
when they pleaded guilty to a 
burglary and larceny charge. They 
were charged with stealing a safe, 
containing about $800, from Ron- 
nie’s drive-in, owned by the late 
Fred Wehrenberg. 

Pair nabbed while attempting to 
open the safe which they had car- 
ried away in an auto. 











Jap Pix Mart | 


Continued from page 9 





Korea—same situation prevails ex- 
actly in Korea as in Japan—only 
until May 31. It was decided at a 
meeting of the board last week to 
extend this for one month to coin- 
cide with the termination of the 
existing contract with the Army. 
By June 30, end of the Govern- 
ment’s fiscal year, action of Con- 
gress on the industry’s request for 
funds will be known and deter- 
mination will be made as to whether 
to pull out entirely or on what 
basis to continue. 

MPEA board also voted to con- 
tinue cooperative operation in the 
Netherlands East Indies until the 
end of 1949. It will be decided 
sometime before then whether 
MPEA will continue fullscale with 
income of the member companies 
still to be pooled; whether the or- 
ganization will go on merely as a 
service organization, as in Holland 
and Germany, or whether each 
company will start operating com- 
pletely on its own. Decision hinges 
in part on general economic condi- 
tions in NEI, which are pinched 
as result of the war with the Dutch. 


Info Media Get ECA Cut 
Washington, May 24. 





Hairdresser 
| 


| Champs Elysees’ Balzac. 


is the pic’s brief satirical poke at 
the rapid governmental reshuffles 
upsetting the nation. 

It’s concerned largely with de. 


quate and the principal setting of | picting Fabrizzi’s generous care fae 


the country cottage has a degree 
of old world realism. Major roles 
are in the capable hands of Sally 


Ann Howes. Guy Rolfe, Nora 
Swinburne, Nigel Buchanan and 
Raymond Lovell. Myro. 


Jour de Fete 
(Holiday) 
(FRENCH) 
Paris, May 21. 

Francinex release of Cady Films (Borrah 
Minevitch, Fred Orain, Jack Tati) pro- 
duction Stars Tati. Directed by Tati. 
Screenplay, by Tati, Henri Marquet and 
Rene Wheeler; music, Jean Yatove; cam- 


era, Jean Mereanton. At Balzac, Paris. 
Running time, #0 MINS, 
FA ee ae Jack Tati 
SE cb ac kikedeebabeunes T. Decombe 
Marcel ; Paul Frankeur 
Carnival woman.,...e.... anne ‘. Relli 
Jeannette Vallee | 


(bob Ceesaeeeees M. 


genet Rafael 

This pic is an education. It took 
an American showman to demon- 
strate to the French, on their home 
plate, that a picture could be made 
here on a $30,000 budget and gross 
$12,000 in its first week’s simul- 
taneous release in four small Paris 
firstrun houses headed by the 
This is a 
constructive answer to local pro- 
ducers’ gripe that Hollywood oppo- 
sition kills their industry. Borrah 
Minevitch, who has been in Paris 
a couple of years, put together the 
money, story, star and, above all, 
the knowhow. 


Apart from Minevitch, the pro- | 


duction setup includes Fred Orain. 


who is a technician, and Mine- 
vitch’s comedy discovery, Jack 
Tati. Latter has plenty of popular 
| appeal. 


The story, which is of the thin- 
nest, shows a French village on a 
holiday and there is practically no 
plot. Supporting cast is of very 
small importance compared to Tati, 
who does the village postman. Jean 
Yatove’s music is adequate and di- 
rection, technique and tempo are 
all okay. But the one thing that 
counts in the picture is Tati’s an- 
tics, with practically no dialog, and 
what little there is of it is drowned 
/by the audience’s laughs which 
come in machine-gun tempo from 
start to end. 

Small budget of this big grosser 
is explained by the fact that there 
, 1s no overhead, also that apart from 
| the star, the main thing in the pic- 
| ture is the little village of St. Se- 
vere, including all the inhabitants. 
who work like old hands. 
| Its very visual style and practical 


absence of dialog make it an inter- | 


national bet. It’s sold for most of 
Europe, with the new Ray Ventura- 
Bob Amon-Wolfgang Schmidt com- 
| bo handling it for Germany. For 
U. S.. a dubbing would likely rate 
|a fair dualer, apart from being a 


‘natural for the foreign pix circuit. 
; 


An economy move of the House | 


Appropriations Committee — will 


probably result in less ECA money | 


being available next year to pay 
the information media, including 
pix, for their loss of pocket ex- 
penses in countries where the 
dollar exchange is frozen. 

The committee reported out an 


ECA bill yesterday (23) which in- | 


| Teacher, and Pinuccia 


cluded funds for the information 
media in the Marshall Plan coun- 
tries and in the Japan-Korea Army- 


| 


occupied section of the orient. 
Overall bill was cut 15%. How- | 
ever, it was not made clear 


| Fabrizzi, Italian counterpart of tne | 


whether this was across the board | 


and involving 15° in each item. 
or whether some budget requests 
would be saved in their entirety. 


| 40 Films Roll 


Continued from page 9 








| 








before the cameras in 1948. is in 
the same position currently. Par 
is down slightly, with two now as 
against five in 1948, but has a large 
group coming up in the near fu- 
ture. Same holds true for Wayr- 
ners, which had six in production 
last year but is working now on 
four. 

Monogram-Allied Artists is down 
from four to two and Universal is 
down from five to two. Republic. 


| is the chief asset of 


however, now has four rolling, as | 


compared with one a year ago. 
Indie production is on about the 
same level, with five now before 
the cameras, as against six a vear 
| ago. ; 


Maxi. 





Professor. My Son 
(ITALIAN) 


Lux Film release and preduction. Stars 
Aldo Fabrizzi. Directed by Renato Cas- 
tellani. Screenplay, Emilio Cecchi, 
Cecchi D'Amico; camera, Carlo Montuori: 
English titles, Clare Catalano. Previewed 
N. Y., April 14, *49. Running time, 86 MINS 
Orazio the POUL... ......:,AIGo Fabrizzi 
Prof. Cardelli Mario Soldati 
Lo a Free . Giorgio de Lulle 
Minister of Education Mario Pisu 
Andronio 


Suso 


Conchita Nava 
Lisetta Nava 
Diana Nava 


Lisetta 
Diana 





(In Italian; English Titles) 
A sturdy performance by Aldo 


late French character actor. Raimu, 
“Professor, 
in the U. S. market. 
pic is a_ loosely-con- 
structed, leisurely paced senti- 
mental drama based on_ the 
familiar theme of parental sacri- 
fice. It will receive moderate play 
in the art houses. : 
Yarn of a school porter 
academic ambitions for 


My Son” 
Otherwise, 


with 
his son 











All Over the Town 


“All Over the Town” 
‘Rank)}, opening today ( Wed.) 
at the Park Avenue Embassy, 
N. Y.. was referred to as “a 
light piece of entertainment” 
in Variery’s London review, 
March 9, 1949. Reviewer Myro 
found pic, which centers 
around local politics, “obvious- 
lv designed for the home mar- 
ket, with little value to Amer- 
ican exhibitors.’ Review noted 
that the cast, headed by Sarah 
Churchill and Norman Wool- 


4 and, performed “competently.” 


| “Nothing 
|curtails freedom of expression on 


ym rT 
- Raffaele Caporilli | any matter 


| 
| 


| picture industry: 


his son as the latter matures into a 
scholarly professor who's slightly 
ashamed of his father’s lowly oc- 
cupation. 

Fabrizzi, noted for his roles in 
“Open City” and “To Live in 
Peace,” turns in another carefully- 
detailed and compassionate char- 
acterization marked by — subtle 
merging of the comic and pathetie 
elements. Solid portraits are also 
drawn by Mario Soldati, as an 
elderly teacher, and Raffaele 
Caporilli, as an assistant porter. 
Giorgio de Lullo, as the son, plays 
stiffly. 

Technically, pie matches Italy's 
other top postwar imports with re- 
alistic settings and backgrounds, 
good lensing and firstrate seerng. 

erm. 








| Balaban, Depinet | 


Continued from pzge 4 —— 





groups of the adult population 
don’t attend theatres regularly and 
what the industry is doing about it. 
Balaban said it was a question a 
quarter-century old, that other 
forms of entertainment compete 
and that a greater proportion of 
films than books and plays are suc- 
cessful. 

Depinet added that the 35-55 age 
group attended films less often be- 
cause “as vou grew older and had 
to go out and earn a living, vou 
had less time.” Skouras said: “In 
every theatre in the country, from 
Monday through Friday, 95‘o of 
the audience is adult.” 

“I don’t think our industry 
star system,” 


can 


get away from the 
Depinet stated in answer to a 
query on that subject. “I dont 


think the public will permit us to, 

any more than baseball teams can 

get away from the star system... 

The public takes a fancy to them 

(stars), they like them, they root 

for them, they go to see them.” 
Star System 

Stars are no coverall insurance, 
Balaban contributed. “Hasn't it 
been our recent experience that a 
star will insure the kind of story 
the public will want to see,” he 
said, ‘‘while a star will not protect 
a story the public does not care 
for?” 

Harmon, replying to a question 
on children’s films, said the Brit- 
ish had got their fingers burned 
badly by trying to make special 
pix for kids and Hollywood had 
never made them, but about 40° 
of its output was “family films.” 

Breen took the question as to 
whether, through the production 
code, the industry “was censoring 
itself out of business.” Declaring 
there was no “mysterious some- 
body or something in Hollywood 
which seeks to deny to the screen 
the right of discussion of prob- 
lems which are valid,” he asserted 
in the code denies oF 


Regarding foreign films in the 
U. S.. Depinet answered: “Our 
doors are wide open They 
have succeeded in proportion to 
the way the American public ac- 
cepted them... There is no quota, 
no tax, no restriction and their 
money is free to go back to their 
own country. I wish we were 
treated as well as they.” 

Final query was . “Does 
wood make too many 
eycles. lacking variety and ' 
out originality?” Breen denied 
that cyeles were cyclical in any- 
thing but name. “It is not true, 
he said, “to say that they have no 
new plots and ideas. They may 
follow a general trend, but there 
is nothing extraordinary in that. 
He remarked that book-publishing 
was likewise subject to fads and 
phases. 

Skouras concluded the session 
by declaring: “England would do 
everything in the world to have 
the advantages we have in the 
motion picture industry and ..« + 
i know Stalin would give every- 
thing to have it. There is only 
one thing wrong with the motion 
We do not ap 
preciate its real greatness and its 


Holly- 
picture 
with- 


importance to the people of Amer 


By Fa 
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British Give | | 
Nix on 40%, Cut 


Washington, May 24. 
British government has turned 
thumbs-down on our State Depart- 
ment’s request that the 40° 0 Brit- 
film quota be reduced. The Eng- 


ish , &- 
lish officials asserted that, so far 
as they are concerned, the best 
way to work a solution was 


through the Anglo-American trade 
talks slated to resume June > a | 
was suggested that nothing would 
be done until it was seen w kat de- 
veloped from these meetings 
Impre-sion here was the British 
appeared to be shutting all doors 
but one to American film intet 
ests—the one being the toppers of 
the British industry, such as J. At 


thur Rank and_ Sir Alexander 
Korda. The idea, it was telt, was 
to give the Americans to under- 
stand that they had better take 
whatever they could get from 
-onk and Korda, since there was 
no chance of getting anything 
better 

Che answer to the recent request 


made by our State Department was 
passed along over the weekend by 
the British Embassy, here. 

The English took their stand on 
They argued that (1 
They were not violating 
eral agreements or tariff and trade 


three points 


the gen 


treaties by setting up the quota 
(2) They needed American dollars 
and so could not let our pictures 
come in: (3) They could now fill a 


40°, quota from the production oi 
British studios. 

State 
mital. 
here 


Department was non-com- 
However, other observers 
felt that the British answer 
was evasive and a distortion of 
fact. For example, the general 
trade agreement provides that film 
quotas were to be subject to ne- 
gotiation on anything involving 
“limitation, liberalization or elimi- 


nation.”” Hence it is felt that the 
40°» quota is a violation. 
Regarding the need for Ametri- 


ean dollars, it has been pointed out 
that the quota has nothing to do with 
the withdrawal of dollars from 
Britain, since that is taken care oft 
under another arrangement. 

Claim that the British can fill 
their quotas from home production 
is regarded as so much gobbledy- 
gook. At present, in Britain, more 
than 2,000 theatres hold exemp- 
tions from the 40% quota of Bril- 
ish pictures on their contention that 
they could not get by with the 
available British product. 

Finally, what has the boys hit- 
ting the ceiling here is the British 
claim that the only way anyihing 
can be done is by private negotia- 
tion between the American and 
British studios. The quota is an 
act of Parliament, they point out, 
not a ruling by the British studios. 
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al Falmouth and Marblehead, Mass. 
Besides the 5G, Miss Bankhead gets 
$100 weekly for her maid 

Susan Peters, Hollywood © star 
who was paralyzed from the waist 
down as result of a hunting acci- 
dent several years ago, will arrive 
east June 18 to begin rehearsals in 
Tennessee Williams’ “Glass Menag- 
erie.” which opens at Norwich, 
Conn., June 27, for one week then 
Boes to Fair Haven, Mass. Miss 
Peters, whose strawhat appearances 
are handled by Gus Schirmer, Jr., 
for the Howard Holt agency, will 
also do “The Barretts of Wimpole 
Street” at Princeton July 18. She 
will do about 7-10 weeks in the 
Strawhats 

Helen Havyes.is definite to try out 
William McCleery’s play, “Good 
Housekeeping,” which will be 
Staged at Richard Aldrich’s Fal- 
mouth Playhouse Aug. 22. Eliza- 
beth Bergner is also slated to ap- 
pear in the same theatre during 
late summer in Jean Giraudoux’ 

Amphitryon °38." Kay Francis, 
Ann Harding and Signe Hasso have 
also been inked for strawhat roles. 
Sir Cedric Hardwicke will make 
his firs’ strawhat appearance in 
“The Winslow Boy” at Falmouth, 
July Il. Basil Rathbone will open 
in “The Heiress” at the Cape Play- 
house in Dennis, Mass., June 27, 
and Bert Lahr will do “Burlesque” 
in Lakewood, Pa., June 21. Among 
Others on a still growing list who 
will work the strawhats are Guy 
Kibbee. Leo G. Carroll, John Lo- 
der. Sylvia Sidney and Ernest 
Truex, 
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the sole available member of 
English team which 
the original proposals. 
is seen that he might 
to confab with Eric Johnston, 
Motion Picture Assn. of America 
prexy, who with Paramount prexy 
Barney Balaban and Metro topper 
Nichotas M. Schenck, comprised 
the U. S. team. 

There 
by the 
however, 


the 
negotiated 
Possibility 
come over 


was insistence 
MPAA in Washington 
that the meetings would 
be held as scheduled and _ that 
Korda was coming In the mean- 
time, also giving credence to 
possibility that the 
despite the 
York 


answet 


yesterday 


the 
sessions might 


be held top level re 


that it 


handed by 


ports in New 
was the 
British government to the 
State Monday (23) on the 
squawk regarding the quota 

The British 
of offictal 


was off 
the 
Dent. of 

latter's 


reply gave an aura 
sanction to the Anglo 
American council sessions by ask 
ing the State Dept. to wait and 
e what comes out of the talks. A 
top strategist for the Society of In 
dependent Motion Picture Produ 
cers, W bitterly opposed 
Anglo-American proposals, im 


SS 


hich has 


the 


mediately called his version of the 
turn on this. He stated his beliet 
that the British government was 


thus attempting to keep the Amer- 
in government the film 
SIMPP consistently 
argued for the State Dept. to take 
up the cudgels for the U. S. indus- 
LLy. 


out ot 


issle has 


Meantime, 
tracking by 
terviews on 
Washington 


the seeming  back- 
French in London in- 
what occurred at the 
sessions made it ap 
pear that there was actually very 
little area of agreement among the 
negotiators themselves. As a re- 
sult of this, plus the strong opposi- 
tion of some American majors and 
the determined battling by SIMPP., 
most insiders were certain that 
nothing would come of the much- 
publicized proposals whether or 
not next week’s meetings are held 


1 British Indies Also Squawk 


London, May 24. 

Last minute meeting on _ the 
Anglo-American Film Council ses- 
sions is to be held by the 
Film Producers Association Thurs- 
day (26). 

Meantime, indie producers are 
becoming agitated as they fear 
they are being left out in the agree- 
ment and that they will be the 
victims of a squeeze. In fact they 
are already seriously squawking at 
the manner in which they have 
been left out of the French market 
by the allocation of subjects to 
BFPA members only 


is a complete shift in any proposals 
one thing, Uni- 
Rank is an im 
and 
exhibition in 
dead-set against the 
RKO. Columbia, Re- 
Monogram and United 
Artists are Warner Bros. Is 
on the fence Paramount, Metro 
and 20th-Fox toppers favor a deal 
but many lower-echelon execs olf 
the companies do not 
Some of the company 
highly critical of 
for letting himself get so deeply 
drawn into the deal with the Brit 
ish. They felt he had no authority 
to go as far as he did and that he 
“embarrassed” the indus 


back 


for agreement. For 


versal, In) which 


portant stockholdet which has 


a favorable deal for 
England, is 
plan 


public 


while 


cool 


prextes 


were Johnston 


has now 
} 


irv by seemingly causing it to 


down from an agreement 

ils which have caused 
such controversy are, in 
that the American companies would 
end the “unit plan” under which 
they have insisted that if either pic 
on a dual bill is American, the 
otherxmust also be, that the U.S 
firms would give to the British pro- 
ducers out of frozen sterling a sum 
slightly exceeding British earnings 


The propos. 


essence 


in the U. S., and that the British 
in return for this would take up 
with their government the possi 


bility otf giving piaying time to 100 
‘A”’ pix annually on the three prin- 
cipal circuits. 

Surgery 
May 


Greer Garson’s 
Hoilywood, 


it. 


British | 


British Films Earn $2,500,000 in U.S. 
In Year: Can Take Out About Half 


British gross film earnings in the | 
U. S. for the year ending June 1 
will be approximately $2,500,000, 
it was learned this week. After 
taking out operating costs, about 
half of that sum will be available 
for remittance to England. 

The figures are significant from 
a number of aspects, first of which 


is that they are basic in the pro 
posals made by the Joint Anglo- 
American Film Council last month 
for compromising differences be- 
tween the U. S. and British indus 
tries Refinements and analysis ot 


these figures are being made on 
Atlantic in 


Council proposals 


; 


sides of the 
sidering the 

Of equal if not more importance 
is the fact that something between 
the $2,500,000 earnings and 
the $1.250.000 in remittable income 
will be added to the $17,000,000 
annually that American firms get 
out of England under the Johnston 
VMulvey-Wilson pact ol March 
1948. This provides that the Yanks 
themselves 


both con 


2ross 


gel for division among 


a sum of dollars equal to British 
net earnings here 

Size of this pool may be consid 
erably depleted however, th a 
pending deal goes” through by 
which Eagle Lion and J \ithur 
Rank will balance olf the earnings 
of Walter Wanger’s “Tulsa” in Eng 
land against Rank’s “Red Shoes’ 
in the U.S This would sidetrack 


the approximately $900,000 In ren- 


tals of Red Shoes” around the 
pool Pic was the second biggest 
S. monevmaker, being runner- 
up to the $1,300,000 Universal has 
taken in on Rank’s “Hamlet” so 
far. 
Other Holder-Downers 
Also holding down the size of 


the pool are the earnings of other 
films detoured around it. These are 
pix made by Sir Alexander Korda, 
such as “Fallen Idol” and “The Re- 


iturn of the “Pimpernel” which have 


by David O 
Goldwyn, re 


outright 
Samuel 


been bought 
Selznick and 


| what is 


earnings of British-made pix which 


‘are also “British-owned.”’ 


In regard to last month’s Coun- 
cil proposals, there is considerable 
vagueness, on this side of the At- 
lantic, at least, concerning exactly 

meant by “British earn- 
These fall into three cate- 
which there can be con- 
siderable variance of interpreta- 
tion—(1) actual film rentals, (2) 
film rentals minus certain charges, 
as distribution fees, advertis- 
ing, etc. and (3) remittables 

Catch is on which of these three 
levels the charges should 
be deducted Eric John- 


ings 


gories in 


such 


various 


Viemo by 


ston Motion Picture Assn. of 
America prexy, on the proposals 
makes no mention of this point, 
stating merely that the basis for 


computing the guarantees to Brit- 


ish film producers of “earnings” 
in the American market should be 
British film earnings in America 
for the fiscal year ending June lI, 
1949, plus one of two alternatives: 
i) 20 more than British gross 
film earnings in the U. S. or (b) 
Bla more than British net re- 


mittables tor 
One of 
the 
YTOSS 
the 
is, are 


the same period.” 
the questions is whether 
terms film earnings” and 
film earnings’ above mean 
same or different things—that 
“gross earnings’ equivalent 
to film rentals and “earnings” 
equivalent to rentals minus prints, 
advertising, distribution, exploita- 
tion, ete And are remittables 
“earnings” minus the cost of op- 
erating the Rank and Korda es- 
tablishments in the U. S.? At what 
level all these charges come off 
makes considerable difference and 
is vague at the moment 

\ point which has been 
lished is that “earnings” as 
in the memo will include 
ot British-made pix whether they 
are British-owned or American- 
owned, such as the Korda film 
mentioned above This works to 
the advantage of the British, since 


estab- 
used 
income 





lhe whole thing is being looked Greer Garson went under minor | spectively, for this market The it makes higher the basis of the 
on now pretty much as a dead issue surgery Tuesday (17) in a local | 1948 pact provides that the only | 8uarantee which would be paid 
that won't be revived unless there hospital. coin that goes into the pool is the | them. 

——— a . ae ~ - oe 














Lovely BARBARA STANWYCK with her co-star 
ROBERT PRESTON in “THE LADY GAMBLES”’ 






Here’s a proved complexion care! In 
recent Lux Toilet Soap tests by skin 


specialists, actually 3 out of 4 complex- 
X ions became lovelier in a short time. 





Another fine product 
of Lever Brothers Company 


“Lux Soap facials leave skin softer, 
smoother!” says Barbara Stanwyck. 
“I work the fragrant lather well in, 
rinse, pat with a soft towel to dry.” 

You'll love the generous new bath 
size, too 


so fragrant, so luxurious! 


9 out of Io Screen Stars use it—— 2a Gi ave Lovelier/ 
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| MPEA Splits $3,000,000 — 
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difficulties 
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even 
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it 
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and 


them 


MPEA has set up control office 


Belgrade 
Some 
Maas re\ 
was forced 
daeal altho 
very tavor 


000 in doll: 


originally 
was 


rencv, which will be convertibie 
into dollars via trade deals. MPE. 
thus expects to get into the busi- 
ness of importing Yugoslav wines. 
excellent native handicraft. rare 
ores and a myriad of other possible 


jiems. M 


bonght by 


reduced 
the coin is to be paid in local cur- 


aas 


Sideline Businesses 


ealed 
modify 
he 


1o 
ugh 
ible 
rs 


Oo 


Inste 
per 
uaranteed, 
gshtly, 


sli 


said 


however 
the 
still 
ad of 
picture 


and 


he 


far has been very pleasant. 


In Poland. the MPEA chief de- 
clared, American income has been 
greatly reduced by the slow play- 


off of pix which were sold the state 


Johns 
consi 
th 


4 


the 


that 


} 
qers 


hat 


“) oy 


thought 
very likely that other pix would be 
the Yugoslavs after 
initial 25, since the relationship so 
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aged. 

Czechoslovakia has also all but 
been eliminated as a source of in- 
come, since the government has 
failed to renew the MPEA contract 
which expired in November, 1947. 


Some of the 80 pix bought under 
the original pact war are still be- 
ing plaved off, Maas said, but it has 
been impossible to arrive at a new 
agreement Deal was made with 
toppers of the film trust during his 
recent visit, Maas stated, but was 
killed in higher governmental 
echelons Likewise in Hungary 
and Bulgaria deals are very diffi 
cult 

The Marshall plan has succeeded 


beyond all hope in reviving Europe 


economically, MPEA exec asserted 
Germany, in particular, he said, 
has shown an amazing comeback in 


the nine months or so since his pre- 





vious visit. 
| 
Eye Scalpers | 
y ‘p | 
Continued from page 1 

ton will be carefully inspected by) 
the show's management 

Fact that the ‘Miss Liberty” or- 
ders were received in Trenton last 
Saturday morning is regarded as 
significant, since news that the 
tickets for the show would be sold 
through the store was published 
only the previous day. and then 
solely in one paper, the N. Y. 
Times Although “Miss Liberty” 
seats were the only ones thus or- 
dered, it's expected that locations 
for other shows may be sought 
next. 

Alerted 


Special booth in the Swern store 
intended handle only 
the-counter not mail orders 
Attempts may be made to have 
local “diggers” get tickets there 
for the top Broadway hits. If so, 
the store’s clerks will try to 
spot them and turn them away. In 
addition to “Miss Liberty.” shows 
allotting seats for sale in the store 
include “Anne of the Thousand 
Davs.” “Goodbye. My Fancy “De- 
tective Story.” “Mister Roberts.” 

Viadwoman of Chaillot” and 
“Streetcar Named Desire.” 

On the basis of local interest 
shown thus far, Swern’s executives 
said yesterday (Tues.) that they ex- 
pect the first week’s allotment of 
960 tickets to be sold out next 
Tuesday (31) the day after the sale 
opens. They also reported receiv- 
ing queries from department stores 
in Harrisburg, Easton and Allen- 
town, Pa., regarding the possibility 
of setting up similar Broadway the- 
atre ticket booths in their establish- 
ments. 

An 


is to over- 


Sales, 


1 
Saies 


inquiry was also received at 





Popcorn Pinches ‘Shoes’ 


Kansas City, 
Popcorn is out at 
theatre, Dickinson 
in its fifth week of “Red 
Shoes” at roadshow prices. 
Patrons complained that the 
munching and crunching did 
not belong with the showing of 


May 24 
the Kimo 
house now 


such a dramatic arty film. So 
Rill Meyer. manager, closed 
up the popcorn machine, and it 
will stay that way as long as 
the house runs two-a-day “art” 
films. 
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monopoly there a couple years ago. me indy tae a ah connate 3 
“ag Pasar iit .. from the N. Y. Giants baseball 
Part of the reason, Maas said, was rig mt ie te @ sibility 
thet the war has left only four ron cp geen gee resid 
Wersaw  first-run houses undam- Grounds, N. Y., being included in 
’ the sale at the Trenton store. 
| Another out-of-town store which 
New Vork Theatres | | sells tickets for Broadway shows 
is Lubar’s phonograph and radio 
eee enen.._¥| Shop in Washington, where Mrs. 
Mary Elizabeth Stabler has a stand. 
However, that is a licensed broker- 
DANA ANDREWS MAUREEN O'HARA age and charges a regular fee for 
the service. It reportedly has a 
“areas STREET’ sizable volume of pet for Wash- 
90th Century-Rox Pletu ingtonians planning visits to New 
On Variety Stage—DICK mAYeES. Others York, but also sells some tickets 
On tee Stage—"“ RHAPSODY” for legit and otker attractions in 
Starring ARNOLD SHODA other towns. 
—_— o X 7th Ave. & — 
—_—_— 50th St. ——— 7 
. | 
RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL Billy Rose | 
7 Rockefeller Center 
tomes Seeuenet ‘s June Allyson. men ©ontinued from page 1 ——! 
3 “THE STRATTON STORY” 3 Olympic Games to be held in Mel- 
Frank Morgan Agnes Moorehead Bill Wil'tiams® DOurne for the first time. 
AM WOOD PRODI: 3 Invites will also be going out to 
A Metro-Goldwyn-Maver P — @ many Broadway stars to do shows 
SPECTACULAR STAGE PRESENTATION ® Down Under. and to top Hollywood 
M players to make a short trip to add 
additional glamor. U. S. film dis- 
—wseremg tribs are hopeful there will be 
plenty of dollars available by then 
4 secmnecigtas 
j Billy Rose, Contacted in N. Y 
says he has heard nothing as vet 
now! me trvrtews - ~ from Aussie about the exposition, 
"Eee Komoeem Petmecnm tow meme & or entertainment plans for same. 
but would be interested in listen- 
a ing to the proposition. Showman, 
Foromount presenti who returned recently from a long, 


sterner 


Menhandled“< 


DOROTHY LAMOUR 
DAN DURYEA 
STERLING HAYDEN 


Dvected by lLews 
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feared 


‘which didn't 
now planning 
next January, 


round-the-world tour 
include Australia 
another safari for 
he Savs, 

This would be a shorter tour. of 
about four to eight weeks. all by 
plane. Australia and Africa would 


Z 1s 


4 be included in the itinerary. 


i_—_—— (‘ontinued from page 3 = 
banish any player for his personal 


actions. 


Morals Clause 


Under the morals clause’ in 
playe contracts, an individual 
company can break its pact with 
one of its people. it was said, but 
several studios cannot get together 
to boycott a person. The issue was 


the case of 
Communist writers 
execs decided at a 
York in Novem- 
not be emploved 
The w took 
and It 


tested only recently in 
the 10 alleged 
who, company 
meeting in New 
ber, 1947. would 
by any studio 

their case to court 
now on appeal. 


riters 
won. is 
ilogyv in the 
rar” A. B. (Happy 
over baseball 
up differently 
companies and 

to the anti-trust 
laws. but even so a case has been 
won by a plaver on the claim 
if he couldn't shift at will from one 
another he was subject to 
Issue currently on 
the U. S. Supreme 


There is no direct ang 
which “C 


exercises 


control 


Chandler 
s| he 
from 


are 


leagues are set 
the picture 


not subject 
that 
club to 
“peonage.” 
appeal to 
Court. 

Some 
principle 
claiming that 
should sit in 
sonal acts of another 


is 


object to the 
on moral grounds, 
no pri\ citizen 
judgment of the per- 
and have the 
the 


industrvites 
“czar™ 
ate 


power of denying him of her 
right to make a living Likewise, 
they see it as a potential denial of 
free speech, since a player or 
writer might be banned because 
of something he says On this 
point, a top exec remarked: 

“I feel Fidler is worse for the 
industry than the people he'd have 
us throw out. Yet I’ve never 
heard anyone suggest that he be 
denied the right to broadcast or 
write. The test must be the same 
as in films—the public If they 
don't like him and don't buy the 


product of his sponsor he'll be off 
the air. If the players whose 
morals he objects to aren't wanted 
at the boxoffice. they'll likewise 
disappear from the scene.” 











20th Theatre TV 


mmm, Continued from page 5 Qo 


such a show in the studios, how- 
ever, 20th could lavish the same 
tvpe sets and backgrounds on the 
play that are used for feature pix, 
some of which are already standing 
and so would not have to be spe- 
cially built. 
IATSE—and Microwaving 

Company anticipates no labor 
problems with theatre TV but re- 
portedly recognizes that certain 
factors must first be worked out 
with such unions as the Interna- 
tional Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Emplovees, which includes 
both stagehands and_ projection- 
ists. While the TV programs will 
not be considered stage shows, 
they might replace stage shows in 
some theatres. As a result, 20th 
may have to make some conces- 
sions to the stagehands at these 
theatres. In addition, it must be 
decided whether to attempt to 
train the regular booth projection- 
ists to handle controls on the video 
equipment or to use specially- 
trained technicians. In either case. 
it is expected that some terms will 
have to be negotiated with the pro- 
jectionists’ union. 

While the Federal 
cations Commission 
ruled on whether 
microwave channels 
clal theatre tele 
Spyros P. Skouras 
week the company 
ing applying for such 
microwave Channels are used. the 
company would automatically sub- 
ject its programs to FCC jurisdiec- 
tion. Alternative the rental of 
coaxial cable circuits from Ameri- 
can Telephone & Telegraph, which 
might turn out too expensive Com- 
pany is now considering both meth- 
ods but has not yet made its de- 
cision, 


Communi 
has not vet 
to open up 
for commer- 

use, 20th prez 
revealed last 

Is consider- 
facilities. If 


is 











Young-EL 


Continued from page 3 











how. as well as tangible assets, 
would compensate for cash. 

One of the things that Small un- 
deubtedly could attract to EL 
would be coin to finance indie pro- 
ducers. distributing through the 
company. Since this would assure 


a supply of product—than which 
nothing could be more important 

Small is understood using this 
as a major point in his trading. It 
is because of these varied aspects 
that negotiators assert any state- 
ment of the amount of money In 
volved in Small’s offer to buy in is 
impossible. 

Anxious for a Deal 

Young is understood to hold 
Small in considerable respect and 
be anxious for a deal with him 
recognizing his potency for pro- 
ducing successful pictures at low 
budgets. Young. however, will not 


give up control or walk away from 
the company, it reliably report- 
ed, partly as a matter of pride. 

whose bank has 
$10.000.000 invest- 
parent company 
been strain- 
and Small to an 


1s 


Semenenko, 
something over 
ed in EL and its 
Pathe Industries 
ing to get Young 
agreement. It believed he is in 
position to force the issue if he 
desires, but prefers work out 
an entirely amicable arrangement. 


has 
is 
to 


Negotiations will be resumed in 
New York today ‘Wednesday ) 
tomorrow after being stalled since 
last Friday ‘20) by the pressure of 
other business on the men and by 
necessity for intramural consulta- 
tion. Semenenko has been in Bos- 
ton, reporting to the bank’s other 
officials, while Young was in New- 
port until yvesterday. 


or 


st 


Semenenko has apparently been 
trying to sell the Small proposals 


to Young and his aides, Robert 
Purcell, chairman of Pathe Indus- 
tries, and William C. MacMillen, 


a longtime associate who 
has been serving as v.p 
of EL operations Meanwhile, 
Small, on the Coast, has been sweat- 
ing it out awaiting word on re- 
sults. Negotiators in New York 
said the complications were so 
manifold that nothing concrete 
could be expected for some days 
at least. 


recently 
in charge 





Fabian- Gamble | 


reissue 


Continued from 








page 3 


was originally set up as a 
outfit, merged by Bernhard 


into Cinecolor in an exchange 


Was 
of 
stock several years ago. Agreement 
has now been reached, and will be 
given approval at a stockholders’ 
meeting June 14, for a reexchange 
of shares to separate the com- 
panies. 

Take Over Alperson Holdings 

Fabian group will in a manner 
be taking OVer the position that 
Edward L. Alperson had in FC be- 
fore the Cinecolor merger. He was 
a pard with Bernhard. Each man 
got 40.000 shares of Cinecolor for 
his interest in FC. Since Alperson 
does not want to return to Cine- 
color, Bernhard is returning to that 
company 40,000 shares repping 
Alperson’s holdings. which he has 
acquired in the open market, plus 
his own 40.000 shares. 

Fabian and his principal asso- 
ciate. Ted Gamble, have been in- 
tent on obtaining an interest in a 
distributing company for some 
years. They made their first ef- 
fort in 1947. when they came close 
to buying United Artists. Early 
this vear they 
in negotiations for UA. but 
unwilling to acceyt anything 
complete control of that outfit. 


Their plan is a latter-day adapta- 
tion of the old First National idea 
by which exhibs cooperatively 
owned a distributing company and 
financed production. They figure 
they can profitably advance coin 
to indies—and FC's policy from 
here on in will be one of exclu- 
sively handling indie product 
Since they can almost guarantee 
a profit for a pie from plaving it 
in their own circuits alone. It also 
guarantees them a source of prod- 
uct. 


were 
but 


A major aspect of the Fabian- 
Bernhard deal is this willingness 


of the syndicate to finance indies. 
Great difficulty of any distribution 
outfit currently is the fact that 
would-be producers can’t get coin 
to make pix. Fabian’s outfit can 
make a three-way profit out of its 
interest in the films. their distribu- 


,»Uon and their exhibition, 


D 


were again engaged | 


VADIS’ POSTPONED 
UNTIL NEXT SPRING 


Hollywood. May 24 
Metro postponed “Quo Vadis” 
over the weekend until spring du 
te inability of Gregory Pec, to 
start July 1 filming in Rome. Peck 
returns to 20th Wednesday (25) 
for four weeks more in “12 O'clock 

High” after being hospitalized 
week with eye infection 
Uncertain Peck 


conditio 

possible weather interfering = 
100-day shooting schedule mappea 
by director John Huston recently 
in Rome. caused Metro to order 
halt in immediate preparations, 
Producer Arthur Hornblow Jr., 
and Huston had been sched iled { 
leave June 3 

Studio has spent $] 500.000 so 
far, including scripting and prep- 
aration of 10,000 costumes and 
equipment shipment to Cinecitta 


studios. 


| Wand B. 0. | 








—n Continued from page 5 —_|} 
theatres and announced that he 
was trving to get rights to televise 
on large screen such musicals as 
“South Pacilic” with top pictures 
on two-a-day showings in 25 Los 
Angeles houses. All that is neces- 
sary Is clearance from the FCC 
and availability of top produet. 
He emphasized that only theatres 
with such product could weather 
the threat of home television 
Skouras, here with home office 
brass, to answer exhibs’ queries 
about sliding scale percentage and 
flat rentals, was greeted with sym- 
pathetic attitude from most of ex- 
hibs but ran into several un- 
scheduled hurdles. The exhibitors 
charged the 20th plan was “unfair” 
in that it took the cream off the 
top by demanding the best playing 
days to fix base costs However, 


Litchtman explained that the scale 
also was adjusted to take care of 
the remainder runs. In anv event, 
Skouras stressed it would not fall 
below 20° of the gross 

Lichtman in explaining his 
plan, told his audience that 20th- 
Fox made practically nothing from 
its production end last vear out of 
a $83,000,000 gross, and that the 
distributor ‘must make more 
money,” or else. In espousing the 
20th-Fox system of operation, 
Skouras said he was throwing all 
resources of the company into the 


plan, and “if it did not work, the 
firm would fail.” 

Lichtman, in answer to a ques- 
tion from Jack Rose, Manta Rose 


‘partner, said that the basis would 
be an audited certified public ac- 


countant report. His report that 
“20th was not making ‘B’ pix” 
brought some laughter from the 
floor. 

Most theatre owners were in 
agreement as to danger of tele. 


Replying to Jack Kirsch as to a 


clearance clause in 20th’s_ sales 
contract, Smith said that the clause 
would be lifted from new = con- 
tracts and inked out of the old. 


Also to be dropped from new con- 
tracts is the phrase relating to tele 
rights to product. Smith claimed 


that it was put in for Movietone- 
news mades for video and subse- 
quently transfered into all con 
tracts. but if was not necessary 
Einfeld explained — saturation 
booking and exploitation promis- 
ing 20th would use multiple runs 
and world preems to hypo. biz. 
First getting this treatment is “It 
Happens Every Spring” debuting 
in St. Louis and 60 adjacent loca- 


Lions this week. 
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NEW YORK 

With Max Youngstein’s resigna- 
tion, Leon Brandt is temporarily 
fulfilling the job of advertising and 
publicity director at Eagle Lion. 
it is expected that no effort will 
be made to fill the post officially 
until results are known on pending 
negotiations for the sale of EL to 
Edward Small. 

Brandt joined EL as a field ex- 
ploiteer in Chicago and has moved 
up successively from one job to 
another as resignations occurred 
He was brought into the home- 
office about a year ago to fill the 
exploitation manager’s Job when 
Arthur Jeffrey left. He then 
moved into Jerry Pickman’s spot 
as assistant pub-ad chief when 
Pickman resigned about a month 
ago to move to Paramount. Young- 
stein also has gone to Par. 


Preem of Odeon’s newest Cana 
dian showcaser, Ottawa Odeon, 
May 20, featured plenty of brass, 
the British actress, Sarah Church- 
ill and “Red Shoes.” The Canadian 
Foundation was the benefit organi 
zation at the opening. 

The 1,600-seater was opened by 
I.. W. Brockington, Odeon directot 
Industry was represented by C. J 
Appel, Larry Graburn, Paul Duval, 
George Peters, A. J. Laurie and 
Gordon Beavis. 

Teeoff of Odeon’s new theatre 
here May 12 cued switch of Gordon 
Jeavis, manager of the Centre, to 
this 2,100-seater Odeon Beavis 
will be replaced by Frank Gallop 


KANSAS CITY 


Directors of Allied Independent 
Theatre Owners of Kansas and 
Missouri have set plans tor annual 
convention June 7-8 at the Muehle 
bach Hotel. Several industry lead- 
ers will attend the meet and about 
150 exhibs aré expected to attend 

Kansas Missour! Theatre Assn 
moving its offices to 114 West 18th 
street. 

Durwood circuit's third drive-in 
started at Leavenworth, Kans 

Red Shoes” gets its second 
playdate in the territory when it 


opens al the Glen, Topeka. Kans.. 


June 2. House is operated by 





Film Row 


; Dickinson circuit which 


the Kimo here. where 
in its fifth week. 


Al Boos upped to house man- 
ager at the Electric, St. Joseph, 
Mo., flagship of Durwood circuit. 


LOS ANGELES 


Fox West Coast's Belmont. in 
Long Beach, shuttered 
vears, reopened as deluxer after 
$200,000 rebuilding job 
will be managed by Forrest Justus 

Selznick Releasing Org signed J 
E. Fontaine to manage Washington. 
D. C.. exchange, and Alfred 
campre for similar chore 


C,eorge 
check for $12,000 to 


Cross Fund as a contribution trom 
Fox West Coast southern Cali- 


fornia theatre division 


PHILADELPHIA 


Norman Cohen, former manager 
of William Goldman News theatre. 


also runs 
“Shoes” is 


3owser turned ovel 


has not replied. 


three-day sales 


$44+4+444- 


DALLAS 





some 33 houses. 


for two 
Antonio 


House 


Del. died in the last war 


in Dallas 


operated the Majestic at 
which was destroyed by fire. 


PITTSBURGH 


Lillian Davis resigned from bill- of early 19th Century London,” which the film graphically realizes. 


upped to district supervisor for ing department of WB 
four tocal Goldman houses and. Lorraine Garrity, who 


chain’s upstate spots 
Harry Dressler 


Classics salesman, takes 


Clem Reck’s territory 
mount 

Henry Friedman sold 
dale theatre, suburban 
M. Ellis chain 


Affiliated Theatres, Inc., 
name officially to Milgram The shipping 


atres, Inc 


salesman for Eagle Lion, moved to 


20th-Fox sales force 


CHICAGO 


Jack Barnett joined 


events, 


tor 


on road with nightclub 
former Film! group, returns to take her place 
Carlos Moore, who got 
Para-, here as a film salesman, 

twite are ene route to 
his Lawn-| Where he will be UA’s 
spot to A. dia; held same post from 


over late 


1942 


department, 


for return of house. As yet, RKO 


Columbia district managers and 
homeotfice sales execs winding up 
conference at 
Drake hotel today (Wed.) at which 
Abe Montague presided. 


John FE. Fuller joined 


jestic, ace Interstate house 
named commander of 
Adkins Lenoi Post of American Le 
gion. This post, composed of local 
theatre and radio men, was 
for a Interstate staff member who 


lamed 


Arthur Heiling named 
of new Port Lavaca at Port 
1949 Red Long Theatres house 

O. M. Crosby, Jr., is new 
of the Melba. Melvin. He formerly Understand how any gentile American who is not a moron or any Jew- 
Amherst. ish American who is not suffering from hallucinations or a persecution 


manager 
Lavaca 


ownel 


dancing 


his start 
and his 
Bombay 


for In 
1937 to Hollywood talent agency, which has a habit of neglecting clients un- 


changed Ted Tolley. vet head 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


One World Award, which went to producer-director John Huston a 
couple weeks ago, continues to cause repercussions. This week, Prof. 
James H. Sheldon, thairman of the One World Committee’s subcom- 
mittee on nominations, issued a statement that references in the press 
to resignations from the organization had nothing to do with Huston. 


United Only resignation in connection with the prizes was from a man who 
Theatre Service Corp. here as v.p. protested selection for an award of Count Carlo Sforza of Italy, Sheldon 
and general manager according to said. , 

John C. Greer, head of organiza- 
tion which handles booking for of the awards,’ Sheldon said, “the Committee believes that the cause 


“As to columnists who complained of ‘promotional characteristics’ 


of world peace badly needs some good promotion right now and the 


Lynn Krueger, manager of Ma- medium of the motion picture is perhaps one of the best ways of 
In San bringing this about 


‘Contrary to rumors started by Mr. Huston’s newspaper critics, the 
presentation of the awards went forward with everyone of any impor- 
tance present, with the Assistant Secretary General of the United 
Nations in the chair and with a high official of the State Department 
at the head table.” 


John Mason Brown, writing the first U. S. review of J. Arthur Rank’s 
Oliver Twist” in the current Saturday Review of Literature, after a 
private showing, is wondering what all the shouting is about. He “cannot 


mania could discover a provocation for anti-Semitism in either Fagin as 
a character or ‘Oliver Twist’ as a picture.’ 

Brown observes the real villain of the piece is not Fagin or “the 
villainous gentiles who are his confederates,” but “the filth and slums 


exchange Fagin, Brown says, “is only one rogue in a crowded rogues’ gallery” 


been made up English men and women. Yet, Brown notes, “contemporary 
Britishers, instead of being outraged by the film, instead of resorting 
to censorship and claiming that they must be shown as heroes or not 
at all, have said nothing.” Brown admits. however, that British at- 


tempts to show the film in Germany and Austria were unwise. 


less their salaries are in the four-figure bracket. has a thesp who had 
Metro been getting little or no attention Recently he wangled a role on his 


became. own and called up the agency, only to be told that his particular agent 


grandfather again when his daugh- was out, as usual. “That's too bad,” said the client. “I have a part 
Herman Hirschorn. New Jersey tet. June Tolley Hill, once cashier on one of the major lots and would like to have him go out and pick 


baby girl 


Gabe Rubin. operator of foreign 


at RKO exchange, gave birth to a up the contract.” “Wait a minute,” screamed the switchboard girl. “He 


just came in.” It is not the first time this has happened at that agency 


pix house, the Art Cinema, and 


associates are building 
All-Ameri- drive-in on Washington 
can Newsreel in charge of special near heart of town. Same 
last year built a= drive-in 


Bob Allen joined Paramount's Baden, Pa. 


Chi sales staff after five years at Hot 
Erie, Pa... was cleared 


Milwaukee exchange 


lheabpinied, Qaters’ N. id Ho. 


second -run_ situation in been 


’ . aa T J 
Theatre Biz Up As 

— > 
group Charlotte, N.C., May 24 Atlanta Bus Strike Off 
neal yt iNet: eet 

Temporary home office here has Atlanta, May 24 

established here by Western Worvied looks of city’s down- 
Para- Adventure Productions, producers town theatre managers have dis- 


John Reckas and sons asked mount and 20th-Fox product by of the current Lash LaRue-Fuzzy appeared with reappearance rf 


major distributors to improve the) elimination of runs for 


clearance for their 
ozoner Drive-in now 


davs behind Great Lakes circuit. as United Exhibitors, Inc.. 
the house, charging that 

‘Paisan”’ being booked by 10° playing the State were 
Balaban & Katz houses, as well as) for exhibition at Strand, run under 
lease to Warners. This 


in Elgin, Ul 


Warner circuit 


State and St. John horse opera series.  For- 
Star View) Strand theatres. This winter Har- merly located on the Coast, com-. trackless 


Georgia Power. Co.’s buses and 
trolleys, absent from 


plays 30 vey Emerman, operating the State pany is eyeing New York for per- city’s streets for 19 days, due to 


Van Nomikas, primary lessee of, licensing agreements 
RKO Grand, asked RKO Theatres ' quent runs. 


pictures been appointed organization’s gen 
removed 


tied up 


closed manent residence. Scott Lett has strike of drivers. 
Strike was settled Friday (20) 
eral sales manager. for at least 60 davs. Nabe houses 
Company plans” production of didn’t fare so badly as result of 
subse-| higher-budgeted westerns with his-| transit paralyzation, but downtown 
torical overtones. theatre crowds thinned badly. 
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Sponsors Want Extra Service Now; 
ABC Promotion Policy Pays Off 


it+ 


Today. when radio is finding 
fough to hold on to its slice of the 
advertising pie, bankrollers are de- 
manding plus services and all-ou 
station promotion, according to 
Ivor Kenway, ABC's ad-promotion- 
research veepee. Kenway says that 
is whv the web's four-year-old pol- 
icv of making its affiliates promo- 
tion-conscious is paying off 


“We've sold our stations on the 
weli-founded theory that they 
make profits by. selling spots 
around high-rated shows and that 
iis therefore to their advantage to 
promote network stanzas heavily,” 
Kenwav savs. “Agencies like Ken- 


have complained 
outlets don’t 
but ABC has 


yon & Eckhardt 
that other networks’ 
promote their shows 
never had one gripe. The reason 
is its affiliates know the impor- 
tance of building ratings with lo- 
cal spots, newspaper linage, car 
ecards and publicity stunts.” 

Yo hypo program promotion by 
stations. ABC has been conducting 
annual competitions for the best 
plugging iobs. Advertisers, agency) 
account execs and time buvers are 


asked to list the three ABC sta- 
tions that have done the best pro- 
motional jobs in each of four cate- 
gories ‘based on city size). The 12 
top outlets get certificates, which 
they find very effective in solicit- 
ing new business. 

To keep further tabs on local 


promotion. Kenway and Ted Ober- 


felder. the net's ad-prometion di- 
rector. travel about 35.06@ miles a 
year visiting affiliates. Stations 


a'iso send in monthly evaluation re- 


ports, giving details on their plug- 
ging activities. 

Oberfelder explains that ABC 
has a nprioritv svstem, with fixed 


percentages of its advertising dol- 
ler being allocated on this plan 
block programming, 40% 


grams, 15°: time changes. 7% 
stanzas threatened bv new shows 
on competing webs, 8%: and con- 


finuing promotion of 
and sustainers, 30% 


Coke Autumn 


Plans Shape Up 


Coca-Cola's radio-TV 
the fall are taking final form, 
the major accent on the AM 
dium. Coke company will 
sponsorship of Edgar 
the CBS Sunday 
ment, 
the 


night at 8 
starting early in the fall, 
bankroller’s remaining 


a-week NBC showcase, 
sion. 


The Spike Jones Show 


sical. Coin outlay for 
pickup. however. 
mean equalizing 
budget 
Downey 
mer 
week 


the 
will, 
this 


Bergen 
probably 


goes off for the sum- 
June 4 at the end of the 39- 
evcle. with Coca-Cola drop- 
ping the Tuesday-Thursday-Satur- 
day 15-minute’ periods. When 
Downey returns inthe fall and also 
goes TV for the client. it will be on 
an “exclusive” basis. necessitating 
a bowout from his Mohawk-spon- 
sored TV program. Mohawk deal 
was with consent of Coca - Cola. 
permitting for a “drv run” in prep- 
aration for the fall Coke show. 


‘Sing It ‘Again’ Is CBS 
‘Mystery Melody’—No 
Takers for Top Airer 


CBS is wondering. 
what one has 
sell a show. 


quite openly, 
to do these days to 
Specifically, the won- 
der is about “Sing It Again.” 

The CBS-packaged giveaway. on 
the air a year, has been the top 
sustainer on the webs for weeks 
Ji is currently in the No. 39 Hooper 
spol among alli shows, with a high 
of 11.1 topping in audience pull 
such high-budgeted stanzas as Phil 
Harris-Alice Faye, Fred Allen, Ed- 
die Cantor, Gildersleeve, Ozzie & 
Harriet. Al Jolson, “Aldrich Fam- 
ily.” “Your FBI.” ete. 

CBS has been dangling it to 


clients at $3.700 per 15-minute seg- 
wants it. 


ment. But nobody 


‘new pro- 


commercials 


plans for 
with 
me- 
assume 
Bergen in 
seg- 
and 
net- 
work programming will be limited 
to the Morton Downey three-times- 
with 
Downey also doubling into televi- 


folds at 
the end of the current season and 
the Coke outfit already dropped its 
Percy Faith-Jane Froman CBS mu- 


season's 





Fellows & Lawrence A 
Big Boston Click With 





‘Radio Blue Skies’ Act 


Boston, Mav 24. 
Craig Lawrence, executive v.p. 
of WCOP, and Harold Fellows, 
general manager of WEEI, as chief 
speakers at the fourth anni meet- 
ing of the Ist District Assn. of 


Women Broadcasters. painted an 
optimistic picture of the AM oper- 
ation in a city that has, in the last 
11 months. acquired two TV _ out- 
lets and nearly 82,000 video sets. 

Lawrence urged the women 
broadcasters to meet today’s con 
ditions through program showman- 
ship and by aggressive selling. He 
said that despite the competition 
from TV in Boston the March-April 


Pulse figures were very encourag- 
ing in that the average number of 
radio sets showed an increase of 
about 12°. over last vear 

Fellows, Ist district chairman of 
the NAB, decrying the “gloom and 
doom theorv” that AM is on the 
way out, stated that business is 
better in some Hub stations than 


it was at this time last year. 
Other events on the program of 
the meeting, the first to be held 
under the new AWB-NAB setup, 
were a talk bv a representative of 
a big Portland ‘Me.) department 


store, who said she was perfectly 
satisfied with the job radio was 
doing for her store. 


WEN, Chi, Lops 
Of 107, of Staff 


Chicago, May 24. 

Radio dismissals among Chi sta- 
tions increased in tempo last week 
with WGN staffers reporting a 10% 
cut of the = station’s approximate 
350 full and parttime emplovees. 

Firings were hush-hushed by 
WGN execs. but best inside esti- 
mates figured all AM departments 
except engineers were feeling the 


Slash. Dismissal dates in most 
cases were three- and four-week 
deals, with healthy severance pay 


for owner Col. Robert McCormick's 
emplovees with longer periods of 


service. 
Chi NBC scalps, meanwhile. 
pushed to- the 38 mark, despite 


veepee I. E. Showerman’s claim of 
“routine changes.” Latest six to 
get the axe were in the press de- 
partment. with chief flack Jack 
Ryan down from a nine-man staff 
to three. 

Effort is being made by the cen- 
tral division to find spots in other 
departments for some oldtime 
staffers, but in most cases where 
shifts are made, someone else gets 
his notice. 


| 


| 








MAUREY MILLER 


KLZ Announcer 


A background of four years pro- 
ducing and announcing In mid-west 
radio circles by Maturev Miller is 
just One more reason why KI.Z's 
announcing staff rates tops with 


listeners 


KLZ, Denver. 


Pabst Brews Riley 
Radio-Tele Deal In 
Cantor Show Fold 


Rocky Mountain 





Pabst is not renewing Eddie 
Cantor for next season and has 
bought “Life of Riley” for both 


radio and television. Negotiations 
with Cantor were terminated when 
the comic declined to do one TV 


show a week in addition to his 
radio program. He declared that 
his musical format for tele 


wouldn't be ready for another vear. 

In buying “Riley.” recently 
dropped by Procter & Gamble, for 
both TV and radio, Pabst wrapped 
up the dual deal for a price said 
to be just under the $20,000 Cantor 
received weekly for his radio pack- 
age. “Riley” was budgeted to 
P&G at $11,000. Previously CBS 
had sought to pitch up Burns & 
Allen ‘under contract to the net- 
work) for a radio-TV spread, but 
Pabst nixed it. 

William Bendix and his support- 

(Continued on page 32) 


Medicos Go FM 


Plans are under way for the 
Academy of Medicine to use 
WNYC-FM, N. Y. municipal sta- 


tion, for special programs beamed 
to the 30,000 doctors in the Metro- 
politan area who are academy 
members. According to the plan- 
ners, it is difficult for medicos to 
keep up with advances in science 
and it is expected that this new 
channel will enable them to learn 
about developments through lec- 
tures, talks and newscasts. 

Physicians aS a group have a 
larger ownership of FM sets than 
the general population, it’s pointed 
out. A survey is now being con- 
ducted to determine the most con- 
venient broadcast times. 








Hooper Top 15 and the Opposition 


Total 
Network 
Sponsored Network Com- 
Program Hooperating Competition petition 
Lux Radio Theatre 22.3 Fishing and Hunting 
Club 13 10.3 
Telephone Hour 6.2 
Dr. I. Q 7.0 
Walter Winchell ....... 21.9 Electric Theatre 6.7 17.6 
Jack Benny -oaes 19.1 No sponsored compe- 
tition) 9.6 
My Friend Irma........ 18.2 Arthur Gaeth 0.9 9.0 
American Forum 1.] 
Contented Program 5.9 
Talent Scouts ; 17.9 Henry J. Taylor 16 13.4 
Sherlock Holmes 5.0 
Johns-Manville News 1.6 
Voice of Firestone 6.8 
Fibber & Molly ....... 15.3 Erwin D. Canham, News 1.1 10.8 
People Are Funny 14.4 No sponsored compe- 
tition) 10.2 
Louella Parsons ....... 14.0 Electric Theatre 6.7 17.6 
Dennis Day ‘totse Ee National Barn Dance 3.9 16.0 
BOD TOMS 2.2.5 scteuasi 13.5 Town Meeting af 14.1 
We, the People tz 
Suspense 12.9 Al Jolson ws 13.5 
Crime Photographer 12:5 Jo Stafford 2.1 10.7 
Sealiest Variety Show 6.1 
ae a ye 12:5 Gangbusters 9.7 14.5 
Bob Hawk 12.1 No sponsored compe- 
tition) 12.0 
Stop the Musie ........ 11.7 Sam Spade 10.4 22.5 
Lum & Abner........ 85 
Fred Allen ctbesen. BO 





Miller Terms NAB All-Inclusive As 
He Primes for TBA Slugfest Over TV 





1,000 U.S. Farmers, Wives 


To Tour Europe on Trips 
Set by Five Stations 


May 24. 

In one of radio’s most important, 
if not biggest, educational coups. 
about 1,000 U. S. farmers and their 
wives will embark on European 
tours this summer and fall to ac- 
quaint themselves with rural prob- 
lems in foreign lands Tours 
which are being mapped by five 
midwestern stations and a national 
farm publication, stem from the 
successful trip of 26 farmers 
through nine European countries. 
organized by WOW, Omaha, last 
fall. 

This year WCCO and WDGY in 
the Twin Cities are making plans 
to lead tours WCCO has been 
dickering with Air France for a 
trip. to Scandinavia, while WDGY 
has a deal on with the Swedish Air 


Omaha, 


Lines. WIBW, Topeka, is working 
with Lawrence Youngman, who 
handled the WOW tour, for a pro- 
ty European or South American 
trip. Also getting in the junket 
business are WKOW, Madison, and 
WRFED. Worthington. One of the! 
largest conducted tours was re- 
cently announced by the Farm 


Journa! of Philadelphia, which has 
a tieup with the French Line for its 
“Friendshin Toyr of Europe.” 
WOW. meanwhile, is planning 
another en tour for this year. 


355 Sponsors Ride 
On Transit Radio 


Chicago. Mav 24. 
Transit Radio is stepping up op 


erations to bring sponsored music 
to U. S.- bus riders. Latest count 
of sponsors has reached 355, with 


145 new accounts added since Feb. 
2. Frank Pellegrin. veepee_ in 
charge of sales for TR, estimates 
that five more cities in the east 
and midwest will be added soon to 
the 10 already operating commer- 
cially. 

New areas to. be 
Worcester, Mass., Evansville, Ind.: 
Kansas City. Mo.; Baltimore and 
Allentown-Bethlehem, Pa. 

Pellegrin’s optimism was borne 
out in part by survey 
leased by the U. of Kansas Radio 
Audience Survey, which showed 
that Topeka. Kans., bus riders 
“liked” -bus radio three to one. 

Survey conducted by Dr. F. L. 
Whan,. chairman of the university 
committee on radio, questioned 283 


added are 


adults, and came up with the fol- 
lowing criticisms: “Programs too 
loud.” 42.5%: “Not loud enough.” 
19.7°¢ “More music wanted.” 
15.2%: “Less music wanted,” 
92°: “More news wanted.” 7.6% 
“Less news wanted.” 3.0°¢: “Take 
radio out of buses.” 7.6°°: “Put it 


7.6% 


COLGATE MAY YANK 
DAY OFF BENNY SHOW 


Hollywood. May 24. 
Dennis Day's sponsor, 
the singer off the Jack 
program unless CBS gives 
a credit line for Dav’s NBC show. 
Colgate, with right of refusal on 
outside shows, is delaying okay for 
Day to continue with Benny. 

General belief is Benny may 
have weight enough with William 
S. Paley. CBS prexy,. for credit to 
ride, but network relations have 
been strained since the star raids. 


ABC’ $ 8006 Relies 


ABC last week 
week contracts 
ganizations for 
morning airers. 
ioned Revival 
from 8-9 a.m., 


on more buses,” 


Colgate, 
may pull 
Benny 


signed two 52- 
with religious or- 
sponsored Sunday 
“The Old Fash- 
Hour,” to be heard 
starting June 19, will 
be backed by the Gospel Broad- 
casting Assn. The contract. in- 
volving more than $500,000 in time 


billing, was signed through R. H 
Alber agency. 

“The Voice of Prophecy.” which 
will also join the net June 19. will 
be heard from 9:30-10 a.m. Time 


;costs will be around $300,000. 


figures re-| 


Justin Miller, National Assn. of 
Broadcasters prexy, indirectly de. 
fended the NAB’s new emphasis 
on television and challenged the 
Television Broadcasters Ascn ‘¢ 
leadership in the video field at the 


Radio Executives Club of N. y 
lunch Thursday (19). . 

Miller's emphasis that the NAR 
includes FM, TV and _ facsimile 


broadcasters as well as AM was jp. 
terpreted by some REC members 
as an answer to recent criticism 
that the industry organization js 
neglecting its primary responsibil- 
ity to AM by bringing in FM and 


TV representatives. It was point- 
ed out that Edward C. Obrist. gen. 
eral manager of WPEN, Philly, 


who pulled out of NAB this month. 
had scored the NAB for 
services competing with AM. Ap. 
parently answering the charge. 
Miller said that NAB bylaws cover 
the entire field of broadcasting and 
that by definition, broadcasting jp- 
cludes all the radio mass-communi- 
cations media. 
Outlining his own 
president, Miller said 
job is to reconcile the 
all competitive groups, 
umpire. 1 don’t need 
pathy, because’ getting boitles 
thrown at me is part of the job.” 
Miller cofirmed the appointment 


including 


function as 
“the main 
Interests of 
to serve as 
anv sym- 


of Jess Willard, NAB exec v.p., to 
head up the group’s TV depart- 
ment. Willard, pointing out the 


reasons for NAB interest in tele. 
said that 15 of the 25 board mem- 
bers are TV operators, grantees or 
applicants and that more than half 
of NAB’s dues comes from TV op- 
erators, grantees or applicants. He 
said that NAB’s TV report. four 
chapters of which have already 
been published with two more 
chapters due within 90 davs. was 
the best handbook on the subject. 

Listing other NAB aid to video, 
Willard said that the NAB en- 
gineering handbook covers TV 
maintenance and construction. the 
NAB led the fight for TV sound re- 
lavs, its labor committee had pub- 
lished the only complete tele em- 
ployment survey and that studies 
of TV revenue sources and stand- 
ards for kine recordings were being 
prepped. 

The feeling of some observers 

(Continued on page 32) 


Demos vs. CBS 
On Dewey Talk 


Washington, Mav 24. 
Formal complaint charging CBS 
with refusing the Democratic State 
Committee of New York equal time 
to reply to an address made by 


Gov. Dewey May 2 on the state 
network was filed last week with 
the FCC. The agency said it has 


written the web for comment. 

Paul Fitzpatrick, chairman of the 
committee, told the Commission he 
considered Dewey's speech politi- 
cal in nature, containing at least 
seven statements of a controversial 
nature and one as detrimental to 
the interests of the party He 
claimed a precedent was estab- 
lished when NBC gave the Demo- 
crats equal time in 1947 to answer 
an address by Dewey. 

In refusing similar time and fa- 
cilities, CBS advised Fitzpatrick 
that Gov. Dewey “spoke in his ¢a- 
pacity as chief executive of New 
York State in a report to the peo- 
ple of the staieé and not #s 4 can- 
didate for office.” It therefore did 
not feel that ‘in this instance a re- 
ply is indicated.” 


WMCA MULLS FDR, JR. 
FOR REGULAR STANZA 


Franklin D. Roosevelt, Jr. newly- 
elected Representative from Man- 
hattan’s 20th Congressional dis- 
trict. is reported being considered 
by WMCA, Nathan Straus-owned 
New York indie, for a regular com- 
mentary stanza. His mother end 
sister, Eleanor and Anna Roosevelt, 
are heard cross-the-board on ABC 

The week preceding the by- elec- 
tion last Tuesday (17). the sen of 
the late President used the indie 
for six paid’ political broadcasts 
Roosevelt, now on a European and 





Near East junket, wil! be inter 
viewed by Arthur  HoelzmaP 
WMCA's Tel Aviv correspondent. 
on the station's “Report frew 
Israel” strip. 
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RADIO TOSSED ‘SOFT’ BIZ CURVE 








~——— Ayailabilities—1949-’5) 


Wave of cancellations in recent weeks has thrown a flock of 


bigtime air 
those who have been sponsorless 
abilities” picture shapes up som 
Fred Allen: Dropped by Ford 


cycl 


personalities into the open agency market 


e. Allen has been signed to an NBC “exclusive.”’ 


Added to 
during the past season. the “avail 
ething like this: 


Dealers at the end of the current 
Allen’s return 


next season is still in doubt, however, with the network biding its 


time on wrapping up a bankrolle 


Burns & Allen: Similar to Alle 


NBC sponsors. General Foods. w 


. 
n, B & A were cancelled by their 
ith CBS’ William A. Paley inking 


them to a longterm pact, reportedly at a $17,500 weekly guarantee. 
However. the web has been unsuccesstul thus far in grabbing a 


sponsor for next season. 
Fannie Brice: Missing from ra 


bv General Foods more than a year ago. 


dio’s ranks since her cancellation 
Stalemate in negotia- 


tions has been the star’s holdout for the same coin she has been 


commanding in past years. 


Eddie Cantor: Unable to come to terms with Pabst on a radio- 
TV deal for next season, Cantor checks off the brewery account 
and is now available for new sponsorship. Pabst, in turn, has bought 


“Life of Riley” for an AM-TV spr 


it was paying for Cantor’s radio 
Joan Davis: The ex-Sealtest 
the Lever Bros. $17,500 a week 


again this summer after a sponsorless season 


sustaining slot. 
Ed Gardner: 
Bristol-Myers 
additional coin. 
Amos ‘n’ Andy, 
takers 
sponsor deal. 


Cancellation ot 
followed in the 


Burns & Allen 


comedienne 


wake ol 
He has had talks with 


ead at $20,000 a week. same figure 
package 

and top performer on 
night CBS package, tries 
but in a Columbia 


Monday 


$13,500 
Gardner's 

NBC and CBS 
Bergen, but 


the “Duffy's Tavern” by 
parleying for 
on deals a la 


Edgar thus far no 


Gardner came east this week to resume negotiations for a 


Dick Haymes: Singer has been missing from the network kilo- 


cycles since Auto-Lite 
“Suspense.” 

Al Jolson: The $16,000-a-week 
end of the current cycle 
to new sponsorship auspices nex 
sequel to the “Jolson Story” pic. 

“One Man’s Family”: 


season to let it go. NBC 
basis in hopes of attracting fresh 
Ozzie & Harriet: International 


cancelled 


Singer, it’s figured 


Carleton 
practically a radio institution, but Standard 
is continuing 


him last year in exchange for 
“Music Hall’ show goes off at the 
would be agreeable 


t season in view of his upcoming 


Morse’s Sunday NBC show was 
Brands decided this 
with it on a sustaining 
client coin. 

Silver's biz “bottleneck” 


has re- 


sulted in cancellation of the duo, despite recognition as one of 


radio’s top situation comedies 
Frank Sinatra: Available for 
decision of American Tobacco to 
“Strike It Rich”: Giveaway 
taining circuit” since Luden’s 
schedule. 


has 


nighttime sponsorship following 
drop him from “Hit Parade.” 

been playing the CBS “sus- 
dropped it from its commercial 


Phil Spitalny: Unsponsored since the Electric Companies can- 


celled out last season in favor of 
ABC 


Meredith Willson: Both his 


the Helen Hayes dramatic stanza. 
show and his talking-people 


commercial jingles, sold as a ‘package’ for all General Foods pro- 


gramming, were cancelled by GF 











It'sNo Gag, Scripters Told, Youll Have 


To Get Along 


Hollywood, May 
They knew what they wanted to 
know and found out —the hard 
Way. Hard on them, that is. 
, Fidgeting and stewing in their 
Juices over the impending doom 
that’s slowly settling over their 
Ivory towers and tile swimming 
pools, the high and mighty of the 
Radio Writers Guild (a thousand 
or better a week) wanted to find 
out first hand what they've been 
hearing second and third. So they 
called a meeting and beckoned to 
Knowing ones to let them in on 
their dire thoughts. Is the pin 
being pulled on radio and is it 
Saie to buy a new Cadillac? seemed 
to interest them the most and 
What they were told won’t make 
them sleep any better or put an 
edge on their appetites. 
_Purveyors of the bad news were 
Walter Bunker and Cornwell Jack- 
(Continued on page 32) 
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Leonard Reinsch 


As WCAU Prexy? 


Philadelphia, May 24. 
meonard Reinsch, President Tru- 
ans ex-radio adviser and general 
Manager of the Cox stations, is ru- 
mored as having the in-track for 
the presidency of WCAU, Inc. Dr. 
Leon Levy, WCAU president. an- 











eee his resignation several 
po hs ago. Levy’s resignation 
iv goes into effect, however. 


when a successor is picked to take 

Over the job. 

" Reinsch would neither confirm 
” deny the report, although it is 

known that he has held confer- 

eee with both Levy and Richard 
*. Slocum, general manager of the 


Evening Bulleti i 
vening etin, which owns the 
WCALU stations. 


With That ’48 Cadillac 





6G Soap Box Derby Ride 


Chevrolet Soap Box Derby trom 
Akron will again get a network 
spread via CBS, the automotive 
concern buying the Sunday after- 
noon 4:30-4:45 period Aug. 14 fora 
full web pickup of the finals. 

Chevvy is plunking down $6,000 
for the network time. 


Sisson Quits P&R 
For Key Ayer Job; 
Carl Stanton Exit 


per- 
were 


major agency 
year 


Two of the 
sonnel shifts of the 
revealed this v'eek. The moves are 
seen as merely the prelude to a 
wholesale reorganizational era 
within agency circles in the wake 
of the AM-to-TV transition that 
is expected to affect key execs on 
a creative level 

Ted Sisson, an exec of Pedlar & 
Ryan agency for the past 11 years, 
has resigned as veepee in charge 
of radio and television to assume 
the newly-created post of director 
of programming for radio and TV 
with N.W. Aver agency. Sisson’s 
resignation, effective as of June 15, 
to take the Ayer post under veepee 
H. L. McClinton, is cued to Aver’s 
expansion in video and the agency’s 
multiple activities in both media 

At the same time, it’s revealed 
that a reorganization at Dancer, 
Fitzgerald & Sample agency has 
resulted in the resignation of Carl 
Stanton. the agency's supervisor 
of nighttime radio under Adrian 


(Continued on page 32) 
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4F00 OUIL 
blo GBS B 


There's a lot of 
among the four 
what thev call the 
curves, particularly 
to the heavy goods 
one knows foi 
serious a dent they are going to 
make in radio billings But the 
alarm is sharp in at least three otf 








apprehension 
networks over 
“soft” business 
as they relate 
industries. No 


certain just how 


the four webs that will go to the 
post for the ‘49-50 broadcasting 
season with more time on their 


hands than they care to admit. 


The uncertainties attending au- 
tomotives; the unprecedented com 
petilive situation confronting the 
refrigeration industry; the fluctu 
ating indexes that bespeak tough 
times ahead for radio set manufac 
turers—these are only some of the 
signposts indicating that the sales 
bovs at the networks have prob 
lems on their hands 
two major 
time 


the 


gross 


Fortunately 
mainstays in 
soaps and foods—-show no _ signs 
of abatement, indicating that 
Lever Bros., Procter & Gamble, 
General Foods, et al., will be back 
in the’ fall as strong as ever. But 
some of the heavy-budgeted drug 
billings are at stake. And RCA’s 
sudden decision to drop iis NBC 
radio show in favor of concentrat- 
ing on video markets, following on 
the heels of Philco’s similar strat- 
egy to vamp the ABC radio roster 
in favor of retaining its television 
program, accent anew the course 
ef the prevailing trade winds 

CBS in Stronger Position 

Of the four networks, CBS ap 
pears to be in the strongest posi 
tion. With Jack Benny, Amos 'n’ 
Andy, Edgar Bergen, Burns & 
Allen. Bing Crosby. Red Skeiton 
and Groucho Marx already tied up 
for the fall getaway in Columbia's 


sales 


strongest talent roster to date, 
CBS execs take the optimistic 
viewpoint: “Everything else will 


fall into place.” There’s an hour 
(3:30-4:30) of cross-the-board aft 
ernoon time open, but on_ this 
score. too. Columbia is full of con- 


fidence, with Kraft and Colgate 
likely bankroller candidates. 
The “soft” business turn will 


probably have a more serious ef- 
fect on NBC, ABC and Mutual. 
With talent losses and time can- 
cellations only partially offset by 
its acquisition of the U. S. Steel 


hour-long “Theatre Guild of the 
Air.’ NBC recognizes that it has 
a formidable selling job on its 


hands. 

Same applies to ABC, with the 
collapse of its 9:30-10:30 Wednes- 
day night parlay of Philco (Bing 


Crosby ) and American - Elgin 
‘Groucho Marx) and the Texaco 
Milton Berle radio program. still 
up in the air In addition, the 
loss of the Sunday night U. §S 
Steel biz to NBC adds up to no 


mean blow 

Mutual. of course, is in its ini- 
tial reorganizational throes, with 
the ascendancy of Frank White as 
prexy. There’s an abundance of 
wide-open time spaces confronting 
the network and general trade im- 
pression is that the web will have 
to get off the “co-op program 
structure” hook and settle down to 
the serious task of selling to na- 
tional sponsors to survive as a 
serious contender in the four net- 
work sweepstakes 





Biz Is Biz 

Reason for International Sil- 
ver’s decision to drop the “Oz- 
zie and Harriet’’ Sunday night 
situation comedy on CBS, ac- 
cording to web execs, stems 
from a 40° drop in the silver- 
ware biz rather than insistence 
of Ozzie Nelson on a five-year 
firm contract. 

Company served notice on 
CBS it was lopping off show 
July 1 (and skipping the usual 
summer run of “Silver Thea- 
tre’), after the board of direc- 
tors met and tallied up the 
ledger sheets. 

Report is that even if O & H 
had agreed to a one-year deal, 
company was determined to 
call it quits. 








It Says Here 
Chicago 
RMA conventioneers were 


May 24 
jolted 


out of luncheon drowsiness last 
week (18) by a flat statement by 
Sen. Homer Capehart (Rep., Ind.) 
In the midst of his “I view with 
alarm” speech versus Government 
controls. Capehart said 

“Petrillo runs the broadcasters 


and its 8 to 10 labor leaders run 


your own business.” 


Ford Drops 156 
CBS Radio Airer: 


Accent on Video 


Ford Motors. one of the few au 
tomotive companies to spend heav 
ily for radio, has decided to aban 
don all AM advertising in favor of 
concentrating exclusively on tele 


vision Hour-long “Ford Theatre,” 
now aired Friday nights via CBS 


on a $15,000 weekly budget, will be 
canceled following the July 1 
broadcast All the money” thus 
saved will be channeled into build 
ing the “Ford Television Theatre,” 
slated to return to CBS-TV in Octo 
ber following the current season’s 
windup next month. 

Tele program, also an hour-long 
legit series. has been aired once 
a month during the last year, with 
each show budgeted at about $17,- 
500 for talent and production, ex 
clusive of time charges. Kenyon & 
Eckhardt, agency handling the ac- 
count, plans to resume in the fall 


on a bi-weekly basis, upping the 
schedule to one every week start- 
ing in January. Billings tor the 


season on that basis would approxi 
mate $525,000, with the addition of 
time costs bringing the budget up 
to about $1,000,000. 

While most of the major car 
manufacturers have spent money 
on radio in the past, Ford was the 
only one remaining on the air 
throughout the war when no au- 
tomobiles were being built for the 
public. Ford dealers, whose adver- 
tising is handled by J. Walter 
Thompson, will follow the same 
TV course henceforth, following 
the bowoff of Fred Allen at the 
close of the current season. Deal- 
ers now bankroll “Through the 
Crystal Ball” Monday nights on 
CBS-TV, plus some baseball pick- 
ups in Detroit 

Other car companies have al- 
ready swung over to tele, including 
Chevrolet and the Chevvy dealers, 
probably the Diggest TV spenders 
in that industt Lincoln-Mercury 
dealers now bankroll Ed_= Sulli- 
van's “Toast of the Town” vaudeo 
show and Buick comes in June 
28 as sponsors of the new Olsen & 
Johnson program. 


Bristol-Myers Strategy 
On ‘Bank’ Vice Gardner 


May Hit ABC, D-C-S 


ABC and Doherty. Clifford & 
Shenfield agency may wind up in 
the casualty columns on the basis 
of the present thinking among 
Bristol-Myers execs in connection 
with their radio programming. 

With Ed Gardner's “Duffy's 
Tavern” checking off the B-M spon 


sorship rolls, the client plans to 
shift its “Break the Bank” pro 
gram from Friday nights on ABC 
over to the “Duffy” Wednesday 
night time on NBC. That would 
permit for a continuance of the 
60-minute contiguous rate in view 


of the back-to-back “District At- 
torney” slotting. 

“Break the Bank” is now operat- 
ing out of the Doherty-Clifford- 
Shenfield shop, but in the event 
of the switchover it would move 
into Young & Rubicam, which has 


, had the Gardner account, 


K YR Coast Operations, Once Top 
DF AK Dog In Radio, May Do a Hope Solo 


Analogous to the situation pre- 
vailing at J. Walter Thompson, 
which goes to bat next season with 
only one major nighttime show— 
“Lux Radio Theatre’ is the status 
of Young & Rubicam 
agency's Hollywood opera- 
only a couple back 
“top dog” in coast-to-coast commer- 
cial originations, will probably tee 
off the °49-'50 season with but one 
top-budgeted network airer ema- 
nating from the Coast (Bob Hope), 
with two at the most, depending 
on whether General Foods renews 
“Mv Favorite Husband,” or not 

In a the fadeout of Y&R 


Coast operations is even more spec- 


The 


Lions, years 


sense 


tacular than the decline of bigtime 
JWT network shows. Only three 
vears ago Y&R had practically re- 


duced its New York offices to busi- 


ness-administrative tunctidbns, with 
the agency's Wo. 1 radio man (Tom 
Lewis) and the chief production 
braintrusters operating out of Hol- 


Ivwood. But that the period 
when Y&R Coast-originations boast- 
ed a talent lineup including Eddie 


was 


Cantor, Dinah Shore, Ed Gardner, 
Burns & Allen, Joan Davis, Alan 
Young, Fannie Brice, Ozzie & Har- 
riet, among others. 

The Gardner-Bristol-Myers blow- 


up, the Jack Carson, Ozzie & Har- 
riet, Meredith Willson and Burns 
& Alien cancellations ‘(all Coast 
originations) leave Y&R hol@ing 
the Hollywood tort with Hope 
(Lever Bros.) and the still-to-be- 
signed “Favorite Husband” (Gen- 
eral Foods) 

On the other hand, the N. Y. 


office radio upbeat is currently re- 
ected in such Y&R Gotham-origi- 


nations as “Aldrich Family,” “We 
the People’ ‘AM and TV), “The 
Goldbergs” (AM and TV starting 


in the fall), Arthur Godfrey's “Tal- 
ent Scouts” (AM and TV) and the 
daytime “Second Mrs. Burton.” 


Saturday NBC 
Rating Surprise 


The programming turmoil at 
NBC has resulted in a_ peculiar 
situation that has sponsors doing 
a fast double-take. With the excep- 
tion of Tuesday night and its Bob 
Hope-Fibber & Molly partay, Satur- 
day is the strongest rating night of 
ihe week on the NBC commercial 
schedule. a 

A couple years back any such 
observation would have occasioned 
an “Are-you-kiddin’?” crack from 
bankrollers, and even today it’s 
figured that Saturday is the tough- 
est of all nights to altract dialers. 

But the “Truth or Consequen- 
ces,” “Hit Parade,” Judy Canova 
and Dennis Day (latter No. 9 in 
the Heoper Parade) two-hour se- 
quencing has taken over where 
once Sunday night fought it out 
with Tuesday for top NBC honors. 

Thursday was once “hot stuff” 
on NBC, but Columbia has wrested 
the larger audience segments. Sun- 





dav is now an “also ran” night, 
with “Take It Or Leave It’s” 11.1 
copping top Sabbath honors. The 


new Dean Martin-Jerry Lewis sus- 
tainer, incidentally, has a 2.8 for 
the first 15 minutes and dived to 
1.6 for the second quarter. 


FRIGIDAIRE CHILLS ON 
10G LUM & ABNER 


Hollywood. May 24 

Frigidaire gave four weeks’ no- 
tice to Lum & Abner yesterday 
(23) after deciding to quit radio. 
Show will close out 25 weeks un- 
der the General Motor subsidiary 
June 26. It had been costing 
$10,000 weekly. 

Rural comics recently signed a 
seven-year package deal with CBS 
which guarantees to carry them 
either as sustaining or commercial. 
Network will offer the show for 
| both radio and television. 
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THE PEOPLE’S CHOICE 

With Ralph Bellamy, Eddie An- 
drews, Geoffrey Bryant, Betty | 
Caine, Eric Dressler, Carl Frank, 
Bill Griffis, Rod Hendrickson, 
Neil O'Malley, Tom Pedi, Bryna | 
Rayburn, Everett Sloane, Charles 
Webster, Agnes Young. 

Producer: Sam Abelow 

Director: John Dietz 

Writer: Peter Lyon 

60 Mins., Sun. (22), 10 p.m. 


Sustaining 
CBS, from N. Y. 
The CBS Documentary Unit's 


one-hour dramatic portrait Sunday 
(22) of a freshman member of the 


U. S. Congress, “The People’s 
Choice.” was goed entertainment 
and an important document, and 


Program was 
and 
for 


hence grade-A radio 
smooth and _ fast-moving, 
though never sensationalized 
effect or hypoed for punch, was 
never dull. It was important be- 
eause discussion of a Congress- 
man’s problems are vital in this 
troubled world, because it revealed 
the complexities of a Congress- 
man’s career, and because it was 
matter-of-fact and honest ‘even a 
little pedestrian sometimes) rather 
than slick. 

Program depicted ‘somewhat 
sketchily, perforce) a factual por- 
trayal of how a Congressman is 
picked and elected, the difficulties 
he runs into, the maze of compro- 
mise and contradictions that grow 
up around what he takes to be his 

urpose or mandate in coming to 

Jashington. It was a sympathetic 
but honest study. Congressmen 
were shown to be human—weak, 
strong, honest, scheming, opinion- 
ated, likeable. There was a frank 
statement of immediate, controver- 
sial problems—FEPC, housing, 
Taft-Hartley, oleomargarine, gov- | 
ernment spending sprees, even the 


difficulty in getting Army-Navy 
football tickets. 
There were facts about lobby- | 


ists; attempts to get decent com-| 
mittee assignments; pressure to get | 
support for or against this or that | 
bill; vote trading in a grown-up | 


worldeof practical politics; favors | ence-participation, 


! 
'SAMMY KAYE’S SHOW ROOM 


With Sammy Kaye’s orch, Kaydets, 
Tony Alamo 

Prod.-Dir.: Phil Delker 

15 Mins., Mon.-Wed.-Fri., 6:45 p.m. 
(EDT) 

ABC, from New York 
Perhaps the first straight name 

band music show to hit the air 


since his orchestra replaced Perry 


Como for Chesterfield last sum- 
mer, Sammy Kaye’s “Show Room” 
program is fine listening. It’s 
supplied by transcription to a total! 


of 360 stations, most of them on 
the ABC chain. Chrysler feeds 
the show to car dealers all over 


the country and the latter contract 
and pay for their own air time to 
run the disk off. 

Kaye's initial show Monday (16) 
had some faults and was loosely 
put together. But his Wednesday 
and Friday performances had 
cleared them all to the point where 
the final show of the week was an 
excellently integrated session of 
pop and standard music. How- 
ever, one drawback remains. The 
quality of the recording seems 
poorer than the average disked 
show. This may not be noticeable 
to lay listeners but to one accus- 
tomed to the vocal and 
sound of Kaye and his crew it is 
immediately apparent. 

Leader and his producers have 
worked out an excellent method 
of plugging Chrysler products. 
Kave will announce a ballad tune 
coming up, or the vocal of its lyric. 
as “smooth as a Chrysler ride” or 
some such phrase, which kills two 
birds with one stone. It’s been 
used before, but not in as silky a 
manner. It allows the straight 
plugs to be lighter and therefore 
the entire plug picture is more di- 
gestible. In short, a good musical 
show. Wood. 


EDDIE NEWMAN SHOW 
Producer-Director: Lee Stewart 
175 Mins., Mon.-through-Sat. 11:05 
p.m. 
Participating 
WPEN, Philadelphia 
Recordings, guest celebs, audi- 
i quizzers, con- 


musical | 


wanted for getting a newcomer an tests, merit awards, “giveaways,” 
apartment; the HCL as it affects a| gratuitous information and gab are 
Congressman, and the problem ofj|all part of the Eddie Newman 
putting some money by for one’s| WPEN broadcast, which has cre- 


old age. 

The documentary was somewhat 
romantic and even a little naive at 
times, but on the whole it was an 
honest, realistic portrayal of the 
thoughts and actions of an average, 
tyro Congressman who wants to do 
his best. And in his tribulations, 
several conclusions stood out. A 
man has to be flexible; you can’t 
get good legislation through with- 
out some give and take, without 
playing ball. But, paramount, 
there shone through the message 
that politics isn’t black and white, 
that it is one of the biggest forces 
in our lives, governing our present 
and future, that if only 50° of the 
electorate troubles to vote, then 
you get only a 50% representation 
and legislation in Congress. Our 
attitude of sneering at politicians, 
the comic strip approach, must 
change; politics is vital to our well- 
being. 

Scripting and direction gave this 
message point and punch. So did 
the performances. Ralph Bellamy, 
who has a rough, uncut sincerity 
about him, was most convincing as 
the freshman legislator, and sup- 
porting roles were as real. Bron. 


BACKSTAGE REVUE 

With the Skylarks, Charlie Agnew 
Orch, George Ramsby, Don Or- 
lando; Earl Nightingale, emcee 

Producer: Al Morey 

30 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri., 11 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WBBM, Chicago 
WBBM's attempt to 


sparkling musical 


create a 
revue” turned 


out to be a hurried series of num- | 


bers tied together with corn. Late 
evening listeners won't take kindly 
to this business. 

Opening and closing 
“Backstage” was “No 
Like Show Business” 
between, adequate 
Skylarks, Charlie Agnew, George 
Ramsby and Don Orlando—per- 
formed standard pop numbers with 
vest. 

Work of emcee Earl Nightingale | 
was Satisfactory until he departed 
from simple introductions into 
obscure humor. Sample witticisms 
which pained listeners were phony | 
bulletins on the current progress 
of a prominent orch leader. 

Between acts, listeners were 
urged to contribute letters on the 
subject: | “Does a guitar player 
make a good husband?” Program 
scripters must have really dug 
deep for that one. 

Show of this type will be highly 
likeable if there is less emphasis 
on the “backstage” angle and, 
more on the revue. Production | 


theme of 
Business 
number. In 
Chi talent— 


department might well hold down 
talky emcees and let the talent get | 
on with the show. 


Mart. 


_ated something of a stir locally. 

| Newman’s marathon gabbing ‘he 
goes on at 11:05 p.m. and carries 
| the ball until 2 a.m.) is a radio 
| pattern more familiar to New 
| York than these precincts. 
|man will be recalled as the fellow 


| who followed Barry Gray on a sim- 


ilar early a. m. stint over WOR. 
| That the locals were ready for it 
| is evidenced by the flood of mail 
, and the always-ringing phones. 
night session, but Greystone Wines 

declared itself in for the 11 ts 12 
|p. m. segment and Newman's 
| ‘‘panorama after dark” now runs 
| 1712 hours a week. 

Newman has the physical, vocal 
and mental equipment for the 
|grind. Principal sponsors are 
| Greystone, Bob Davis clothing and 
‘the Golden Slipper Cafe, along 
with eight national spots spread 
‘out along the line. Main bene- 
| ficiary, however, is the Sun Ray 
|drug chain, which owns WPEN 
and gets plugged throughout. 





| Program draws a steady studio | 
crowd, as well as lighting up the | 


switchboard. On weekend nights, 
‘the gendarmes have to handle the 
|visitors. Newman’s’ impertinent 
style, his flip razzeroo for artists 


he doesn’t like and his quick hang- | 


ups on telephone bores undoubt- 
edly offend some. But the general 
‘result has been to set people talk- 
‘ing. The chatterer’s quick wit ex- 
‘tracts him from situations, and 
' when something or someone war- 
/rants it, he applies the brush hard. 
| Newman also has adopted the cur- 
rent vogue for kidding the spon- 
|sor’s commercials. 

Gimmicks are plentiful and 
everyone from barbers to hambur- 
ger stands want to get into the act. 


!A couple of contests are now in 


progress, one of which seeks the 
identity of a band playing “Putting 
on the Ritz,” and another is the 
“free baby sitting” contest (the en- 


tire broadcast will move to the 
winning parents’ house’ while 
Eddie minds the kids). 

Just at present Newman has a: 


running gag, reading dispatches 
from France on the forthcoming 
Ali Khan-Rita Hayworth nuptials. 
In addition to broadcast being new 
to Philly, town has never had a 
commentator as fresh or racy. 
Length of program gives gabber a 


tendency to repetition. notably 
with such cliches as “I've Got 
News for You,” “It's a Jim 


Dandy,” “You're Real.” etc. 

Few people, however, go _ the 
whole grind and in short takes the 
show is an amusing change and 
virtually the only non-recorded 
program on air at the hour. New- 
man goes easy on the platters, sel- 
dom playing more than one an 
hour. 

Show constitutes a field day for 
the local flacks. Gagh. 


New- 


| Show originally started as a mid- 





BILL HARRINGTON 


Singing star “Your Hit Parade” 
fov Lucky Strike cigarettes starting 
June 4th on NBC Coast to Coast, 


Vocalian Recording Artist 
| (Subsidiary of Decca) 
Exclusive Management 
DOUG STORER 
RKO Building, New York 20 








NAME THE MOVIE 

With Clark Dennis, Peggy Mann. 

the Starlighters, Janice Carter, 

Edward Gilbert orch; Marvin 

Miller, announcer 
Producer-Director Charles Herbert 
Writer: Fred Heider 
25 Mins.: Thurs. (19), 9:30 p.m. 
REVERE CAMERA 
ABC, from Hollywood 

(Roche, Williams & Cleary) 
| “Name the Movie” is a _ mis- 
nomer. Billed as a musical quiz, 
the stanza is preponderantly musi- 

cal variety and only incidentally a 
quiz. Just one query was used on 
the show caught (19), and that 
came after eight minutes of the 
broadcast, when Janice Carter re- 
cited some clues to a pic she had 
made two years before. Then the 
|airer slipped back into the variety 
groove, while offstage operators 
| called veterans hospitals to get a 
convalescing ex-GI to identify the 
film. 

A few moments before the close 
Miss Carter was connected with the 
winning vet and congratulated him 
| on copping the prize for his hospi- 
tal—some Revere home film equip- 
ment. Because all the quiz action 
takes place beyond range of the 
| mike, there is no suspense and the 
| stunt registers merely as a chari- 
| table gesture. Contribution of the 
| guest celeb to the stanza’s show- 
manship was slight. 

As a straight variety offering, 
“Movie” was pedestrian summer 
|replacement fare. Clark Dennis, 
| was passable in tenoring ‘Cheek 
to Cheek” and other pop ballads. 
Peggy Mann was more impressive 
with “Some Enchanted Evening.” 


| Both teamed up in a “Remember 
| When” segment, reprising some 
Bril. 


' musical comedy tunes. ' 
| 


' CLEVELAND INDIANS 
With Jimmey Dudley, Jack Graney 
STANDARD BREWING CO. 
WJW, from Cleveland 

(Gerst) 

Back again at the Cleveland In- 
dians’ mike are Jim Dudley and 
Jack Graney, who have been 
broadcasting Tribe games for the 
|Past two seasons. Reflecting the 
passage of time, both ..:en, particu- 
larly Graney, have shown marked 
improvement in their handling of 
play-by-play activity. Working to- 
_gether as they have, the two now 
complement each other: Granev. 
the ex-ball player, with his infi- 
mate “savvy” of the game: Dudley, 
with his more apparent mike ease. 
Both, however, haven't lost com- 
pletely the points that make for 
rough presentation. Dudley insists, 
upon using his hackneyed phrases 
—"the string is out,” ete.—and 
Graney loses the situation when 
action moves fast and furious. 

Games, both at home and on the 
road, are carried by the entire 30- 
station network of Ohio and Penn- 
sylvania AM and FM outlets. Com- 
mercials are not boring nor do 
they come too often. Mark 


ESHOP SO SO Pe+esos VTi +e?- 


: Followup Comment 


9044 46464644646464644444444" 
Al Jolson did a sock job as nar- 


Hoos 


rator of “Operation—Dawn,.” docu- 
mentary on rescue and replace- 
ment of Jewish war refugees. 


aired in the 2 p.m. slot Sunday 
(22) over NBC in cooperation with 
United Jewish Appeal’s campaign 
to raise $250,000,000 for its hereu- 
lean task of succoring displaced 
persons. Transcribed series was 
also given a nice assist from Agiitts 
Moorehead, stage and_ screen 
actress. 
“Dawn,” seripted by Walter Bern- 
j (Continued on page 32) 





From the Production Centres 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Rene Paul. Swiss singer-thesper. broadcasting in French for Voice of 
America Barbara Wellen, secretary of CBS board chairman William 
S. Paley, announcing her engagement to Dr. Jerome E. Schreiber 


vocal auditions for the summe 


WOR cancelling dramatic and 

United Nations newscasts in Spanish being carried daily by WWRL 
Hugh M. Growl has joined World Broadcasting sales staff Phyllis 
Branch, the Billy Kyle Trio and others in the show of “Cliff's. Melody 
Room” will guest on the Treasury's “Bands for Bonds” on MBS Satur- 
day (28) Edgar Small, WMGM director, makes film debut playing 


Barbara Frost, WOR flackess, to wed 
Dr. Leo Zachinsky May 27 Berel Firestone joins cast of ‘Lorenzo 
Jones” Muriel Starr is new to “Young Widder Brown” cast 
Hugh Terry, of KLZ, Denver, in from Paris and London enroute back 
to Denver. Was abroad as radio consultant with members of UNESCO 
staff Add Unusual Spectacles: Jim Sauter relaxing at AFRA bali— 
no committee work. 

Dan MacDonald, CBS announcer, wed Virginia McGlynn, the web's 
asst. employment manager, Friday (30), finishing his chores on “Hilltop 
House” in time to hop a cab to the church Ted Brown, emcee on 
WJZ-TV's Miller High-Life stanza, to handle the “High Life Revue” 
preeming on ABC June 1 Frank Dodge, of Arthur Godfrey staff, to 
wed CBS receptionist Jacqueline Jones June 2....0scar Brand, who has 
been collecting and singing folksongs for “Americana Quiz” and WNYC, 
is researching folk music for Norman Corwin’s “Citizen of the World” 
documentary....Margaret Draper, lead on “The Brighter Day.” and 
' Joseph De Santis were wed Monday (23) in Salt Lake City... . Michael 
O’Day into “Radio City Playhouse” Monday (23). 

Anne Burr, of “Big Sister,” to take femme lead in “Detective Story” 
legiter June 1 Lee Tracy to cut transcription in Community Chest 
series directed by Mitch Grayson David S. Smith, ABC attorney, 
became father of a boy, David Jr., Monday (16) Stockton Helffrich, 
NBC continuity acceptance chief, to address graduates of New England 
Radio School in Bridgeport today (Wed) ABC announcers to fete 
J. Donald Wilson, web program v.p., with cocktails June 1 
J. R. Poppele, WOR engineering v.p.. appointed to Engineering Execu- 
tive Committee of NAB....WOR-FM, N. Y., is off the air for three 
weeks while its transmitter is moved to North Bergen, N. J., site of 
WOR’s new 760-foot TV antenna tower. Station will resume broad- 
casting on June 10. WOR-FM's previous site, atop 444 Madison avenue, 
has been taken over by WFDR, FM station of the International Ladies 
Garment Workers Union. 
| Jack Eigen is signing off 90 minutes early for two-week stretch while 
| WINS conducts its semi-annual transmitter tests from 2:30-4 a.m. ‘ 
' Announcer Hugh James and wife, ex-thesper Clementine Torrell, be- 
came parents of eight-lb. boy Sunday (22) at Bronxville’s Lawrence 
hospital. 


IN HOLLYWYOD ... 


John Masterson flew to New York on the trail of a sponsor for the 
Eleanor and Anna Roosevelt strip Vick Knight will produce NBC's 
gargantuan giveaway, “Hollywood Calling,” but no choice yet on the 


/emcee although George Murphy and Walter O’Keefe are very much in 
'the running. ...Paul Warwick was in town on another quickie confab 
with Eddie Cantor, but so far no radio or tele deal for next season 
| Lou Cowan hustled back to N. Y. to be on hand for the arrival of his 
| fourth offspring, leaving Al Hollander to carry on....Irma Glen, who 
| pumps out her own tunes at the console, scored and played the atmos- 
| pheric music for George Ellsworth Mellon’s transcribed series of fan- 
| tasies, ‘‘Castle Land of the Sky”....Nat Wolff and his frau, Edna Best, 
have won so many square dance contests that their trophy room is 
bulging at the seams... CBS plattered Ken Crossen’s mystery-adven- 
ture stanza, “The Green Lama,” with Paul Frees as the frocked sleuth 
....Cornwell Jackson was kudosed by Treasury biggies for his Oppor- 
tunity Bond show... Frank Goss signed a two-year deal with CBS as 
newscaster and special eventer ...Mother of Glenhall Taylor, Coast 
radio head for Ayer, died in San Francisco after a long illness.... 
Called in for one shot on “Aunt Mary,” Marion Wilkins was so impres- 
sive in a small part that she now rates a featured role on the matinee 
serial Cy Howard taking treatments for “cattle fever,” picked up on 
his recent trek through Italy Frank Pittman will pass six weeks in 
Knoxville, Tenn., after “The McGee's” sign off the season May 31. 


IN CHICAGO... 


WENR manager Roy McLaughlin on Florida vacation....WLS staf- 
fers in round of talks, with farm director Art Page in Milwaukee, edu- 
cation director Josephine Wetzler in Whiting, Ind., producer Tom 
Bashaw before De Paul U. club, and homemaking editor Gladys Skelley 


at Spencer, Ind....WBBM’s June Marlowe guesting film stars Frances 
Langford and Jon Hall Ralph Knowles new director at NBC 
Paul Damai writing new classical musical show at WMOR Tony 
Koelker, ABC central division stations relations manager, back from 
two weeks’ business tour of midwest affiliates ...Marjorie Davis join- 
ing sales promotion staff at WBBM NBC commentator Clifton Utley 
speaking to college press conference at U. of Chicago....NBC flacker 
Andy Murphy taking new job with William Harshe & Associates. public 
relations firm... Mutual trafficker Jerry Craig bedded with flu 
WBBM newscaster John Harrington to Memphis for guest speech at 
Children’s Home Society Singer Morton Bowe signed for special 
musical show at Grant Park bandshell, between stints on WGN. 

WIND sales manager John Carey off for two weeks of golf in North 
Carolina WBBM producer Bev Dean set for religious conference 
this summer at Green Lake, Wis. Gail Compton, Chi Tribune farm 
editor, now with Lou Cowan’s “R. F. D. America”....Jack Ferren ap- 
pointed industrial relations director at Zenith Corp....Cowboy singer 
Gene Autry to air from WBBM studio May 28 under sponsorship of 
Wrigley Co.....Mutual’s Jim Mahoney on biz trip through Wisconsin 

..Film producer Stanley Kramer guested by Dave Garroway via 
WMAQ New Mutual promotion staffer is Agnes Brown WGN*s 
Chi Theatre of the Air closes May 28 with voealist Naney Carr starring. 


IN WASHINGTON... 

FCC Commissioner Frieda Hennock will be first femme government 
topper to participate in annual National Celebrities Golf June 4 and 5. 
Tourney, which is under sponsorship of Washington Post, owner of 
WTOP, and carries blessings of Attorney General Tom Clark, whose 
favorite cause of juve delinquency gets take, will feature such ofher 
celebs as Bing Crosby, Beb Hope, Arthur Godfrey, plus standouts 1m 
world of sports. government, and show biz.... First four summer con- 
certs of National Symphony at Watergate, starting with Gladys 
Swarthout on June 3, will be aired over WMAL-ABC.... Press party 
held for preem of Theodore Granik’s “American Television Forum” 
past Sunday .WMAL-ABC preemed a new series of 15 minute re- 
corded programs, “You and Your Security,’ dealing with Federal! old 
age and survivors’ insurance, past Sunday ...Arlene Francis’ “Blind 
Date” TV show will start reaching local audiences over WMAL-TV. vi4 
kinescope recordings, beginning next Friday night... WTOP-CBS 
airer, “Dear Mr. President,” the brain child of staffer Robert Nichels, 
« local click. 


a bit in RKO’s “The Window” 
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Predictions That Didn't 


Chicago. May 24 


Those dire predictions of what television will do to other forms 
of show business, including radio, had their counterpart back in the 


early days of AM. Col. H. H 
facturers Assn., referred 


RMA convention here last 


Frost, 
back to 
week 


was kidding on the square—that 
lament over TV inroads may sound just as ludicrous 20 years from 
now as the early radio predictions currently sound 


Col. Frost drew hefty 


wav back were saying 


“Radio broadcasting will neve 


chuckles 


first prez of the 
some of 
(19) but 
he was 


Manu 
the 


he 


Radio 
them kiddingly at 
listeners recognized 
intimating the current 


with his reminiscing that 


peop € 


be profitable to the broadcaste: 


and manufacturers of radio sets and parts will have to contribute 
to a broadcast fund in proportion to their sales volume 

“Stage and film attendance will be reduced by 50° unless actors 
are prohibited from broadcasting.” 


“The phonograph and record business cannot survive 


The 


mar- 


ket tor records will be reduced to export sales of foreign language 


records and sale of folk song records to U. S 


groups.” 


‘Radio will not be used successfully 
“Self expression in music is doomed 


foreign language 


in police work.” 
Music schools and teachers 


will have but a few pupils once the air is filled with popular and 


classical music.” 


“Broadcasting of baseball, prizefights and other sports events will 
reduce the attendance below the break-even point.” 


“News broadcasts will 


revenue.’ 


reduce paid circulation and advertising 


“A presidential candidate was advised against his using radio in 
his campaign; the people will resent having any candidate make 
them feel they are not worthy ot a visit to their community.” 
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NAB Prepping for Chi Program Clinic 
ext Month With Accent on Knowhow 


Washington, May 24 

With accent on “knowhow,” the 
National Assn. of Broadcasters is 
preparing for a big three-day Pro- 
gram Directors Clinic in Chicago 
next month to bring radio and tele- 
vision stations up to date on the 
best information available Ses- 
sions begin June 27 and will be 
held in the auditorium of North- 
western U.’s Thorne Hall. 

NAB prexy Justin Miller will 
address the Clinic on the influence 
of the code as an aid to program- 
ming, and Maurice B. Mitchell, di- 
rector of the  recently-formed 
Broadcast Advertising Bureau, will 
offer suggestions on building “‘pro- 
grams for sales.” Lew Avery. of 
Avery-Knodel, Inec., radio station 
reps, will advance ideas for stimu- 
lating national spot sales. 

Top execs in the copyright fieid 
are slated to address the clinic on 
using the facilities and services of 
the societies. Talks will be given 
by Herman Finkelstein. resident 
counsel, ASCAP; Kurt Jaddasohn, 
general manager. SESAC; Carl 
Haverlin, prexy of BMI. and Rob- 
ert Burton, veepee of BMI. 

Librarv services will be repre- 
sented by Walter Davison, mana- 
ger, Capital Transcriptions: C. A. 
Langlois, prexy, Lang-Worth Fea- 

(Continued on page 32) 


IBEW, Yankee 
Settle Scrap 


Boston, May 24. 
The strike of 80 members of the 
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On Call 
Chicago, May 24. 
Manufacturer of antennas 
staged a novel comeon to radio 


parts show members at the 
convention here last week 
Petite girl with a teaser look 
passed out slips of paper to 


passing conventioneers with an 
invitation to “come up and see 


me in room —. 
Those who fell for the gag 
walked into a sales exhibit. 


Publicity director Si Neiman 
finally stopped the stunt “on 
the grounds of misrepresenta- 
tion.” 








ee (Hat) Bros. 
Get OK on First 
Danbury AMer 


Washington, May 24. 

Need of Danbury. Conn., for its 
first fulltime standard radio station 
prompted the FCC yesterday (23) 
to favor the application of Fair- 
field Broadcasting Co., owned by 
the Lee (hats) brothers, over coim- 
peting applicants in Boston and 


' New Bedford. Mass., for the use ot 


the 550ke frequency. 
In a proposed decision adopted 


| by a three to one vote. with Acting 


| Chairman 


Rosel Hyde dissenting, 


1the majority narrowed the field to 


IBEW against the Yankee Network, | 


plus the sympathy walkout of more 
than 30 announcers and newsmen 
of the key station WNAC, was set- 
tled here this week as the strike 
Was entering its third week. 

The settlement appeared to be 
an all-around compromise with nei- 
ther side establishing a clean-cut 
victory. Under the terms. how- 
ever, there will be no wage reduc- 
tions and no layoffs of engineers 
Moreover, certain improvements 
In working conditions were 
achieved. so the general feeling is 
that the strikers won their basic 
point, which was to prevent Yankee 
from firing any of the IBEW per- 
sonnel during the “transitional” 
period from AM to TV. 

_Affected in Boston were 38 en- 
Sineers. 14 announcers and_ six 
hewsmen. Neither announcers nor 
newsmen had any grievance with 


Yankee but refused to cross the 
picket lines. 
Save for a show of temper at 


he ; 
dl outbreak of the strike. when 

NAC Was iorced off the air for a 
brief period, the neo! iations were 
not marked by any disturbance. 


Danbury and New Bedford as pref- 
erable to Boston and finally found 
greater need for Danbury despite 
its small population of only 22,000. 
The Fairfield company is 92° ¢ 
owned by James B. and Frank H. 
Lee. Jr.. who together possess 46%, 
of the preferred stock of the fami 
ly enterprise, Frank H. Lee Co.. 
manufacturer of the Lee hat. which 
has 1.200 employees at Danbury 
Proposed manager of the station 
is Charles A. Kibling of Rye. N. Y.. 
formerly sports newscaster for the 
N. Y. Journal American and writer 
and producer of radio shows, 


A Slimey Trick 


Des Moines. May 24 
A snake in the grass cut station 
KSO. Des Moines, off the air for 
three minutes A four-toot bull 
snake closed a 7.000-volt circuit in 
the transmitter. Engineers finally) 
got the reptile out of the rectifies 
rack 
Snake suffered 
since he wasn’t grounded al 
time. . 


no ill effects. 
the 
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Agencies taking options on shows 
they have only slight interest in 
are plaguing networks and pack 
age producers, with the proposal 
being made in quarters 
be placed 
the abuse 

According to 
several agencies try 
they're on the ball by optioning 
stanzas which there is only small 
chance of their sponsoring. Mean 
while. network sales staff drop 
work on the airer, losing valuable 
time In some cases a program 
has to go on the air without a 
backer because of the stalling op 


some that 


tees on options to stop 


some web toppers 


to show clients 


tions. Webs report many instances 
where option abuses have cost 
them hard cash and, as a result 
they are getting tougher about 


granting options. 

At CBS the policy is to protect 
an agency for only 24 or 36 hours 
during the day in which a client is 
auditioning the show. This. of 
course, prevenis costly delays, but 
some industry biggies feel it is not 
completely realistic, as it frequent- 
ly requires a longer time to line 
up a prospect and an ageneyv won't 
have 


go ahead if it doesn't pro 
tection for a reasonable time. The 
answer, these toppers say, is to 


charge for options. “If an agency 


had to pay for protection, 90° ol 
the problem would disappear be 
cause casual interest would be 


eliminated,” they reason. 


Lux Staying Put 
On CBS, Despite 
All-Out NBC Bid 


One of the most feverish 
iling routines (N. Y. to Cambridge, 
Mass.) in radio annals came to an 
end yesterday (Tues.) when Lever 
Bros., sponsors of the top-rated 
“Lux Radio Theatre” on CBS and 
one of radio’s top coin spenders, 
officially turned down NBC's bid 
to win over tne 60-minute dramatic 
stanza. 

Although NBC&, in a bid to re- 
gain lost ground following the 
loss of a number of top personali- 
ties to Columbia’s Bill Paley, had 
made one of its most concerted 
pitches to put Lux in the NBC 
columns, Lever Bros. officially an- 
nounced it was staying put Mon- 
day night 9 to 10 on CBS. Thus 
the program enters its 15th year 
as a Columbia’ showcase, the 
pivotal spot around which the soap 
company has parlayed two hours 
of Monday programming (“God- 
frey’s Talent Scouts” and “My 
Friend Irma’’) for a three-way top 
Hooper payoff. 





shut- 


NBC. it’s understood, also had 
ambitious plans for a_ two-hour 
Lever Bros. commercial ride, de- 
signed to bracket Lux with Bob 


Hope (also Lever) and another of 
the company’s shows. 


Gardner Sleuth Series 
As Raleigh Summer Sub 


Chicago, May 2 
NBC's “People Are Funny” is be- 
ing replaced for the summer by 
an Earle Stanley Gardner mystery 
series starting June 7. Show will 
be sponsored by Brown & William- 
son Tobacco Co. for Raleigh ciga 
rets through Russel M. Seeds agen 
cv. and originate from Chicago 
Titled “A Life in Your Hands,” 
show will run for 15 weeks Tues 
in the 9:30 p.m. (CDT) as a Big- 
vie Levin package. Format will be 
built around a sleuth type who 
investigates persons wrongfully ac- 
cused of crimes 
Gardner will supervise scripters 
George Anderson and John Kelly, 
vith Homer Heck producing trom 
the network end. “People” returns 





ito the web, Sept, 20. 
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Signs of the Times 


Some of the “‘strictly-radio” 
bovs at CBS headquarters in 
N. Y. felt thev were thrown 
a fast TV curve last week 
when they were dispossessed 
from their offices to make 
room for a group of tele em- 
plovees. Practically an entire 
floor was turned over to the 
video division under the web's 
constantly expanding TV set 


up. with the AM _ operators 
scrambled into other sectors at 


485 Madison 

Problem is about the same 
on studio space. with tele pro 
ductions appearing to get the 


Situation resulted in 
the CBS “This Is Broadway” 
radio show stranded without 
an originating point last week, 
with Mutual turning over its 
Longacre theatre to Columbia 
in the emergency 


Meeting’ Fans To 
Pick Up $54, 
World Tour Ta 


priority. 





The tab for “America’s Town 
Meeting” ‘round-the-world tour, 
which will broadcast from 12 for- 
eign capitals and Honolulu this 


summer, is being picked up by the 
American people, according to 


George V. Denny, Jr., prexy of 
Town Hall The unique junket 
will cost at least $54,000 and will 


be paid for by 
the ABC stanza’s listeners. Already 
$30,000 has been sent in by 13,000 


fans 

Pan-American Airways is foot- 
ing the bill for transporting the 
seven-man staff, but living ex- 
penses, interpreters, engineering 


facilities. hiring of halls and other 
outlavs involved in the globe-cir- 
cling junket will be paid by ‘“Meet- 
ing.” Representatives of 21 na- 
tional organizations will go along, 
paid for by themselves or their 
organizations. 

Denny and his party will spend 
five days in each country, meeting 
business, education, political and 
agricultural leaders and learning 
their problems. In each land two 


contributions from 


' channel 


| ABC Cites ‘Destructive Interference 
To WJZ in FCC OK of KOB Slot 


Washington, May 24 

ABC vesterday (23) continued its 
fight before the FCC to get KOB, 
Albuquerque, off the 770 ke chan- 
nel of WJZ, N. ¥ *. petition filed 
by the web said WJZ has been suf 
fering destructive interference” 
since the Commission granted KOB 


authority to 
25kw power at 
The net 


fre- 
night 
requested 


special use its 
quency with 
back in 1941 
that KOB’s application for exten 
sion of its authorization be denied 


and that the station be required to 


use 1030 ke to which it was origi- 
nally assigned 

The web took issue with a de- 
cision handed down two months 
ago in which the Commission re- 
newed KOB’s use of 770 pending 
the determination of the clear 


proceedings. It declared 
the agency failed to give adequate 
consideration to the nighttime in- 
terference to WJZ. The KOB op- 
eration, it contended, is cutting off 
9,250,000 persons from its primary 


service area and even more from 
its secondary radius 

The proper way for the Com- 
mission to handle the situation, 
said ABC, would be to discontinue 
the “‘misuse’” being made of 770 
and terminate the “nonuse” of 


1030. This would prevent the com- 
plications feared by FCC in renew- 
ing KOB's application, it asserted. 

The web said the Commission 
allowed KOB to use 770 when WJZ 
was owned by NBC, which gave it 


(Continued on page 32) 


AM to Match TV 
For 10 Yrs.: RMA 


Chicago, May 24. 
Hustle was the password at the 


Radio Parts show and the Radio 
Manufacturers Assn. convention 
held here last week. Better than 


8,000 dealers jammed the Stevens 
hotel exhibition hall for five days 
straight to inspect, handle and 
especially buy. 

No gross figures 


sales were 


available, but the general impres- 


seminar members and two English- | 


(Continued on page 32) 


ABC REVIVING ‘LADIES’ 
FOR SUMMER SESSION 


Chicago, May 24. 
ABC is reviving “Ladies Be 
Seated” for a summer = session 
starting June 13 as a half-hour sus- 
tainer five times weekly. Produc- 
tion is handled by Tom Moore and 
Phil Patton, with Moore in the 
emcee role. Television version of 
“Ladies” will be dropped for the 
summer by Quaker Oats after the 
performance, with little 

likelihood of a revival this fall. 
“Uncle Mistletoe,” WENR-TYV’s 
local kid show sponsored by the 
Marshall Field department store, 
is dropping out for the summer 
liatus with a September resump- 





tion scheduled 

Another WENR-TV local _pro- 
gram. Morris B. Sachs Amatuer 
Hour. has been inked for an in- 


definite run after sponsor was satis- 
fied with a six-week trial run, 


‘Cisco Kid’ as Legiter 


“Cisco Kid.’ Frederic W. Ziv 
transcribed package heard on 
WOR. N. Y. and other stations, is 
being prepped for a= musical- 


comedy version on Broadway. 

“Cisco.’ based on the O. Henry 
characterization, is being seen on 
the screen in a series produced by 
Philip N. Krasne and released by 
i United Artists. 


sion gained was that radio and 
tele equipment biz was set for a 
booming 1949. Exhibitors num- 


bered 239 this year, as compared 
to 159 in 1948. 
Broadcast-wise  manufac- 
turers and industry representatives 
in public speeches and off-the-cuff 
remarks not only delayed the burial 


| e . . 

|of radio by a decade, but indicated 
| they expected a continued upsurge 
| in radio to keep pace with tele de- 


velopmenis 
Sonora Corp, prexy Joseph Ger] 
(Continued on page 32) 


KING GETS DRASTIC 
REVAMP BY FELTIS 


Seattle, May 24. 

KING is now on the air 24 hours 
a day, first time a local station has 
operated around the clock. Power- 
ful indie station has also offered 
to buy. at card rates, from other 
Seattle stations and those in sur- 
rounding area, spot announcements 
at signoff time to call attention to 
all-night broadcasting. 

Other innovations put into effect 
by KING manager Hugh Feltis in- 
clude cancelling of all commercial 


religious programs and a drastic 
cut in talk programs. Station is 
piug?’ing emphasis on music and 
sports 


. 

Vets Launch Station 
Brvan, Tex., May 24 
young men have realized 
dream last Saturday when 
KBRZ took to the air here. All 

are war veterans. 

Joe A. Marino is prez of the com- 
pany Pat McCusker is general 
manager while Dick Cousins is pro- 
grani director and Henry C. Hill is 
chief engineer Outlet operates 
with a power of 1,000-watts. All 
four had dreams of radio before 


Four 
their 


jentering the service, 
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New CBS Device Permits Standard | 
Set to Get Full Color UHF Pictures 


A new device that will report-* 
received by 





edly convert images 
a standard low-band television set | 
to full color will be unveiled by 
CBS at the American College of 
Surgeons convention in’ June at 
Atlantic City. Demonstrations will 
not. however, presage a new CBS 
pitch for industry-wide adoption of 


S.A. Test Patterns 

Paris, May 24. 
Sex is now rearing its beau- 
tiful head in French tele- 
vision. Operators of the 
French national TV, instead of 
sending out a staid and stand- 
ard test pattern, have filmed 


color Web insists that it will £0 . wenn Of chats Gf Darts 
° . IYUT « 1 < é : 

along with black-and-white TV and ccs Hed tram tha Wolies 

is continuing to develop color only beauts culled i 

S Come 5 Bergere, who are posed next 


with an eye to the future. 

Smith, Kline & French, manu- 
facturers of pharmaceutical prod- 
ucts with whom the surgeons are 
conducting their A. C. experiments 
in the use of tele for teaching 
surgery, are planning a press dem- 
onstration of the system next 
Tuesday (31) in Philadelphia. CBS 
toppers, as a result, have declined 
to furnish details on the converter. | 
If it works as reported, it would 
be a major innovation in the de- 
velopment of color since it would 
insure that present set owners 
not only would not have their sets 
rendered obsolete when and if the | 
FCC approves color standards, but 
would be able to get color images | 
on their receivers operating in the 
present frequency band. | 


to a card indicating the day of 
the week. 

Gals are elaborately 
tumed. Monday has a blonde 
dressed in Queen Elizabeth 
frills, Tuesday has a military 
outfit, Wednesday an oft-the- 
shoulder dress, Thursday is 
devoted to a big picture hat 
and Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday are considered plenty 
chic also. 


cos- 








Stone Plans Takeover 


Of N. Y. Garden For 
1-Shot ‘Howdy Doody’ 


CBS reportedly showed the con- Martin Stone Associates, indie 
verter to FCC members at a television-radio package outfit, is 
special demonstration last winter wrapping up several new Pic 
in N. Y. It is said to consist of shows for summel showcasing, 
a small box with a special screen topped by a dramatic mystery 


to be attached to the face of the series based on stories by Jerome 
c c * 


receiver. Since CBS is still work- and Harold Prince, whose scripts 
ing on a mechanical system (as have been featured in the Molle 
against RCA’s developmental sys- Mystery radio show. Stone outfit, 
tem of all-electronic color), it is meanwhile, is hypoing publicity 


on its current TV programs to the 
extent that it is now diskering to 
take over Madison Sq. Garden, 
N.Y., for a one-shot appearance 
of Howdy Doody. 

Another show now being pack- 
aged is a teen-age situation comedy 
series, which like the mystery 
programs, is being grooved for a 
half-hour weekly offering. Stone 
is currently negotiating with two 
that demonstrated some time ago of the top writers-producers in the 
by RCA. Latter gadget, however, ;trade to handle the show. Coming 
permitted sets operating for the up, too, are an audience participa- 
present frequency band to pick up tion program and a top-budgeted 
ultra-high freqency color trans- musicomedy series, 
mission’s and convert them into Stone’s publicity and promotion, 
standard black-and-white images. handled by the outfit’s publicity 
Thus, while it insured setowners department independently of the 
of continued use of their receivers broadcasters carrying the shows, 
in case the FCC okayed UHF color has been concentrated mostly on 
transmission, it did not insure they Howdy Doody and is aimed to 
would get pictures in color. build the puppet character in areas 


RCA IN $60,000,000 ‘duced, as well as to ballyhoo the 
LOAN FOR TV PROJECTS 


/numerous H-D merchandise. Date 
at the Garden is being set up to 

Radio Corp. of America last _ 
week completed arrangements | 


the screen encases the 
necessary revolving disk. Latter 
would be synchronized with a 
similar disk in the camera. With 
the images broken up into their 
component colors in the camera 
pickup, they would then be reas- 
sembled by the wheel before the 
receiver. 

Technically, the converter itself 
is believed to operate similar to 


believed 











take care of the avalanche of re- 
quests for tickets to the studio 
audience of the across-the-board 
_airer, which are now running sev- 
through the Lehman Bros. bank- era) weeks ahead of capacity. 
ing firm to float a $60,000,000 Joan | Outfit is also working closely 
from various investing institutions. | with Government agencies, sched- 
RCA has already drawn $40,000,000 uling the puppet for personals in 
on the principal amount and will connection with the current bond 
borrow the remaining $20,000,000 | drive, as well as other pub service 
before Dec. 29, i950. Promissory | projects sponsored by the Adver- 
notes at 3% annually will mature tising Council. That idea 
May 1, 1974. * aie a 
It’s understood that RCA’s in- (Continued on page 34) 
creasingly heavy investment has 
video is one of the reasons for the ’ 
loan. With $60,000,000 at its dis- 102 COM L ACCOUNTS ON 
posal, RCA can repuv other out- 


b 
standing loans matting yr tl WCAU-TV § FIRST ANNI 
1951 and 1956 without diluting | as ; 
stockholders’ interests. | Philadelphia, May 24. 
Wall street sources say that the) WCAU-TV marked its first anni- 
dividend covenant in the loan versary yest. (Mon.) with the an- 


agreement carries no restrictions 
on dividend payments on present 
preferred stock, and permits dis- 
bursement of all net incomes earn- 
ed after Dec. 31, 1948, plus $1,- 
500.000 of previously accumulated 
earnings and cash proceeds from 
capital stock. 

Loan in repaying all shorter in- 
debtedness, according to Wall 
streeters, places the entire capital 


nouncement the station has passed 
the 100 sponsor mark with a total 
of 102 commercial accounts. 
Stations went on the air for the 
first time May 23, 1948. WCAU-TV 
has climbed into first place locally 
on the amount of time on air with 
a total of 60 hours programming 
each week, 15 to 20 hours more 
weekly than its two competitors. 


structure on a basis consistent with WCAU-TV practically has the 
RCA’s longterm expansion pro- Sunday video field to itself (ex- 
gram. cepting for the ball game which 





all three stations can carry) start- 
ing on the Sabbath air as early as 
10 a.m. Station claims also that 
it originates more local shows than 
its two rivals. 


Magnavox’s 3 Million Drop 


Toni Explains Reason 
For Dropping Option 
Chicago, May 24. 
Toni shampoo claims its decision 
to drop its tele time option was to 





avoid entering video in summer, 
and not the cost of a suggested Chicago. May 24. 


show, which Don Nathanson said Magnavox reported a $3,000,000 
did not go above the original drop in 1948 net sales under the 
planned figures. Charles Irving has total of 1947. Annual report for 
Toni’s permission to peddle the fiscal year ending Feb. 28. 1949. 


show to another sponsor if one revealed net sales of $24,402,206 


wants to start telecasting this sum- for 1948, and net earnings of 

mer. $1,323,598, $693,378 less than a 
In this case, Toni would develop year ago. 

a new show for the fall, | Earnings were $2.01 per share. 


! 
was | 


Cincy Nags Get Sponsor 


Cincinnati, May 24. 
WKRC-TV has contracted for ex- 
clusive telecasts of races at River 
Downs for the June 1 to July 20 


meet with the Hudepohl Brewing , 


Co. as sponsor. Sked calls for daily 
focusing on the fifth and sixth 
heats, from 3:50 to 4:40 p.m. 

Last week the station initiated a 
series of Thursday night 15-minute 
interviews of visiting celebrities by 
Groverman Blake, critic of the at- 
filiated Times-Star. First guesters 
were Peter Fernandez and Al Ram 
sen, on hand for the local preem of 
their latest film, “City Across the 
River.” 


Bare TV Woes 
At Guild ‘Clinic’ 


Video scripters are burning be- 


cause they are being kept from 
control rooms and studios during 
rehearsals of their stanzas rhe 


authors’ beefs were expressed 
sharply Thursday (19) in the sec- 
ond craft meeting of the Televi- 
sion Writers Guild, at which Philip 
Loeb, who appears on “The Gold- 
bergs,” freelance scripter Howard 
Rodman and Gilbert Seldes spoke. 

Issue was raised when Rodman 
explained how he had been barrec 
from the control room while one of 
his adaptations was being. re- 
hearsed. He put up a strong fight, 
however, insisting that his name be 
kept off the air, and won the right 
to sit in next time he had a script 
on the series. 


ent echoed Rodman’s sentiments, | 
pointing out that one producer, 
whom they said was_ typical, 


claimed he was “allergic to writ- 
ers.” The TWG’ers complained that 
unless the scripters can be present 
at dry-runs and dress reheasals, 
they can’t develop their skill and 
advance the medium. 

Discussing what the actor wants 
in a script, Loeb said that he felt 
limited when detailed stage direc- 


tions were given. “I prefer to 
work things out creatively and 
imaginatively myself,” he said. 


{Then afterwards suggestions may 
be helpful. Directors, too, should 
permit actors to feel their way into 
a part and give them free reign in 
the early rehearsals.” 

Seldes, former CBS tele exec, 
said that in scripting a tragedy, 
longer scenes, more closeups, and 


slower cutting should be used. On | 


the other hand, he pointed out, a 
tragedy like ‘‘Hamlet” could be 
made to look like a meller by more 
long shots, faster cutting, biting of 
cues and shorter sequences. “‘Writ- 
ers should stress characterization,” 
Seldes said, “because TV closeups 
are better equipped to get across 
| emotion than action.” 





Skywriting Display 
Starts Ad Offensive 
| Of Muntz in Chicago 


Chicago, May 24. 

Earl Muntz opened up this week 
on Chicagoans with an aerial dis- 
play of skywriting pushing his 
Muntz TV sets. Attack calls for 
75 smoke signs per day on a year- 
round basis ‘“‘whenever the weather 
/ permits.” Ad offensive coincides 
with the start of Muntz’ New York 


campaign, which will be buiit 
around his “three-knob control” 
model. 


Muntz is proceeding with his 
black and white ads under a sub- 
dued pace, after a run-in with the 
Chi Better Business Bureau. BBB 
stepped into the picture with a 
warning memo to local newspapers 
on Muntz’ “sensational” ad copy. 

Statements such as “revolution- 
ary,” “out-pulls and outplays every 
other set on the market,” “flawless 
reception,” were chided by BBB 
as extravagant. Ad copy likewise 
claimed that no aerial was needed 
for set, but BBB pointed out that 
the claim applied to only 80° of 
Chi area. 

Conference between Muntz. his 
adman Mike Shore and the BBB 
turned into a lovefeast, with Muntz 
readily agreeing to tone down his 
future copy. 





San Francisco — Sanford Spill- 
man has been named acting man- 
ager of KPIX, indie television out- 
let here, replacing Keith Kerby, 
resigned. Spillman, formerly staff 
writer-announcer on KSFO. sister 
AM station, was more recently 
KPIX operations supervisor, 


Other writers pres- | 


Television vs. the ‘Herd Instinct’ 


Washington, May 24. 

The herd instinct and the need to escape from small apartments 
may continue to draw folk to the motion pictures, television not- 
withstanding, but there is a psychological appeal in the overa}j 
theatre setting which is even more important in weighing the 
pact of video on other media. 

This opinion was given in an interview following a pane} session 
here last Saturday before the American Assn. of University Women, 
by Edward Cheyfitz, assistant to prexy Eric Johnston of the Motion 
Picture Assn. of America. The large screen in the theatre. (yay. 
fitz told Variety, has a peculiar pulling power and may explain the 
preference of many patrons with good eyesight for seats up front 

The entire theatre, he believes, complements the screen, accen- 


ImM- 


tuates the feeling of space, and imparts to the individual a nse 
of security and lift. This, he feels, is an asset which is not given 
sufficient appreciation or fully taken into consideration in pro- 
gramming. However, Cheyfitz is convinced that because of the 


psychological element, whatever its explanation, an experiment in 
which a major attraction was given a simultaneous premiere 
both video and picture house screens would favor the theatrs 

While this appeal of the theatre may give comfort to the picture 
industry, Cheyfitz doesn’t feel the film makers can forget about 
television. On the contrary, he feels that more emphasis must be 
put on making pictures which make greater use of the true me- 
dium of the motion picture which is distinct from that of video and 
which has its ideal setting in the theatre. Television, in his opinion, 
will provide that stimulus. 

The real competition of television, to the theatre or any other 
diversion, Cheyfitz believes, is that it keeps people home to observe 
some major event. That will be taken care of, he thinks, by large 
screen theatre television which will die in such events with the 
film presentation. 


over 





Today's TY Sets Good 10 Yrs. Hence, 
Sez RCA Exec; 200 Stations by ’52 


~—¢ 











Washington, May 24. 


Television sets made today will be 


Black Beauty 
San Diego, May 24 
“We're in the black,” glee- 
fully shouted Jack Gross three 


in operation 10 years from now and 
will be adaptable, with nominally 
priced attachments, for use in the 


davs after his television sta- ultra high frequency band. Joseph 
tion KFMB-TV went on the B. Elliott, veepee of the Radio 
air. Scanning the cost sheet Corp. of America, told a_ panel 
eee P , ; > sre S ds (9 , 

for a balance against incoming Session here Saturday (21) of the 
revenue, he came up with a American Assn. of University 
scant margin of profit. “But Women. a 

it’s black’? beamed Gross. Joining a group of industry and 


government officials in discussing 


casually tossing a bottle of red ; ( 
= g “The Challenge of Television,” E)- 


ink through an open window 








with the command, “and don’t liott gave assurance that video sets 
come back.” being made today will not be ob- 
Border station will be basic solete. He added that black and 
ABC when the network's white television will be with us 
Hollywood station gets going “indefinitely” but that color will 
but presently is taking busi- come “eventually,” after continued 
ness from any and all. work in the laboratory. He esti- 
—— ‘mated that it will be two years 

after the UHF band is allocated 

for commercial video before re- 


Owen Davis, Jr., Dies By 
_ Drowning, After Fall 
From Sloop in Sound 


| Owen Davis, Jr., 42, NBC tele- 
vision exec producer, drowned in 
Long Island Sound Saturday (21) 
after apparently falling overboard 
from a sloop. He was a tormer 
| Stage, screen and radio actor and 
son of the noted playwright, Owen 
Davis. 

NBC-TV lost another staff mem- 
ber over the weekend when Arthur 


ceivers will be available. 

Elliott predicted that television 
will be “the greatest instrumental- 
ity tor the benefit of mankind.” He 
foresaw a tremendous educational 
influence on the voter and prophe- 
sied that the medium will have a 
decided impact on his choice of 
candidate for political office. Bet- 
ter programming, he said, is com- 
ing rapidly. 

Estimating that there will be 200 
television stations in operation by 
1952 and 5,000,000 receivers within 
a few years, Elliott praised the 
FCC for ‘a constructive job” in 


-H. Ross, 38, set designer and the difficult technical problem of 
former “associate of Jo Mielziner, Video allocations. He stressed the 


importance of private operation of 
the medium, declaring that if tele- 
(Continued on page 34! 


TED STEELE’S DAYTIME 
SHOW MOVES TO CBS 


,CBS, after having developed its 
talent raiding techniques in radio, 
is now switching them to television. 
Web has latched onto Ted Steele, 
long one of the DuMont web's top 
personalities, who is scheduled to 
move over to CBS-TV, starting 
June 2, as a replacement for War- 
ren Hull in the noon to 12:30 p.m. 
across-the-board slot. Latter 'S§ 
being dropped. 

DuMont may also lose its high- 
rated “Amateur Hour” program to 
CBS-TV. Web is one of those bid- 
ding for the Old Gold-sponsored 
show, which is reportedly planning 
to scram DuMont at the end of the 


was found hanged Sunday after- 
noon (22) in an NBC cellar prop 
room in Radio City, N. Y. 

An NBC-TV staffer since his 
Army discharge in 1946, Davis was 
one of five exec producers handed 
new longterm contracts by NBC- 
TV last week to forestall possible 
raiding by the rival CBS web. He 
produced the “Chevrolet on Broad- | 
; way”.and “Colgate Theatre” series, 

| both weekly half-hour legiters, as 
; well as supervising production for 
special one-shot sustainers, such 
as the recent presentation of ‘‘Mac- 
beth” staged by NBC-TV in con- 
junction with The Players. 

| Davis was graduated from the 
Choate School and the George 


(Continued on page 30) 


"CBS Yanks ‘Hold It’ 


CBS television’s new creative 
program department suffered its 
first casualty this week when the 








CBS has 


house-built “Hold It, Please.’ was 


vanked from the air after last Sun-. 


day night’s (22) broadeast. Tele- 
phone quiz show, produced and 
emceed by Gil Fates, had been on 
the air only three weeks. 

To fill the vacant time slot, from 
7 to 7:30 p. m., CBS-TV has sched- 
uled a series of western films for 
the 6 to 7 p. m. period under the 
name of “Chuckwagon,” extending 


the series now aired Mondays 
through Fridays at 5:30. “Mr. I. 
Magination” moves into the 7 to 


7:30 slot, and “Wesley,” second of 
the new Sunday night house pack- 
ages, continues from 7:30 to 8. 
Rest of the evening’s lineup re- 
; mains the same. 


current 13-week cycle. 
two sustainers in the Sunday night 
7 to 8 slot, now vecupied by the 
ams on DuMont, and is willing t® 
move them to another night to get 
the OG billings. 

Steele has done a Monday- 
through-Friday half-hour daytime 
show on DuMont under the sper 
sorship of General Mills. which re- 
portedly had him under option for 
10 vears. He makes the move té 
CBS-TV, however, sans GM. and 
will start on the latter web as 4 
sustainer. Whether he will con 
tinue his Tuesday night half-hout 
on DuMont, which is bankrolled by 
DuMont’s receiver sales divisio?, 


hasn't ,been, determined. 
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TV CAUGHT WITH PANELS DOWN 





~_ 


U.S. Sets at 1,662,000 


Marked decrease in the price of television receivers during 
uring the 


last few months, 
the most optimistic estimates. 
representing an increase of 


previous increase, from March 1 


were 1,605,600 “rd the 


coupled with the start of 

upped the number of sets installed in the U.S 
Sets as of 
215,000 
to April 1 
the rate of increase has almost doubled 
34 cities with operating stations 


the baseball .season. 

during April above 
May 1 numbered 1.662.000. 
the April 1 total. Last 

was 132,000, signifying 
Included in the May 1 total 
plus 56,400 


ovel 














in other cities whicl h expe ct TV in the near future Metropolitan 
N. Y. continues d far in the lead with 600.000 sets. Following is the 
city-by-city breakdown, as compiled by the NBC research division 
Inc. Over 
No. of No. ot Last 
City Siations Sets Month 
MGW POLE: s 4s:4.0.844- 00% 6 600,000 65,000 
Philadelphia 3 165,000 25.000 
eo), ia aor ee 4 145,000 20.000 
PE EOS x6) 55600 ee Rasa 6 126,000 13,400 
MMIOE. 5-itn cod) aie alee 2 81,400 13,000 
Baltimore 3 97,700 6.200 
Detroit | 55,000 4.500 
Cleveland 2 52.400 13.700 
Washington 4 44 500 3.700 
St. Louis i 28 900 3.400 
New Haven I 28 200 4100 
Milwaukee l 24 500 2.900 
Schenectady 1 23,000 2 000 
Cincinnati 2 23 000 3.090 
Buffalo l 21,500 3.200 
Minn.-St. Paul | 14.800 2,200 
Pittsburgh ] 13,800 3.500 
Toledo Il 11,000 1.000 
RIiCHMOME..4. 0006-80400 08 08% 1 10,200 1,200 
Ft. Worth- Dallas. 1 9 200 700 
Atlanta 2 9,000 1.700 
San Francisco l 7,200 1.800 
Louisville l 6,600 500 
Seattle 1 6,200 1,100 
OCU G: A ee ae pA 6.100 1,400 
Columbus l 5.800 4,500 
Memphis l 5,100 700 
ee re . 4,700 1,600 
louston 1 4 500 1,000 
New Orleans l 4 400 200 
Salt Lake City 1 4.400 500 
Erie 1 3.200 500 
Syracuse l 2 500 100 
Albuquerque .......e0.8. ! 800 100 
MURTOULAL sods a's 61 1.605.600 208.400 
OTHER CITIES 

Providence 7.500 1.500 
Wilmington 3.500 100 
Oklahoma City 2.600 1,300 
PON) ja 1.500 1.500 
MOCMONIEr.... . ies ccée4 1.500 900 
IUGIANBBOUS: 66.0 si oes oe stave 1.300 400 
| ee ere 800 800 
NE hr 028 6968 Thea 9.6648 ye wth te wth ON 37.700 100 
| a ee ee see 1, 662, 000 215. 000 

! he t Sh TV Blamed Again 
Nabes to Share oe 

Television is helping Detroit 


In B&K Video 


Chicago, May 24. 


John Balaban, head of Balaban 
& Katz theatres here, said if video 
features were important enough. 


they would be taken off the Chi- 
cago theatre large tele screen and 
rushed to nabe houses of the chain 
within the next few hours. 
However, problem of rights 
might interfere with nabe showings 
with remote producers, especially 


in sports, wanting higher pay- 
ments. Newsreels, facing declining 
market already, sont certainly | 


object to multiple runs, when they 
are paving for news rights of same 


Subject. While not saying now 
that subsequent showings would 
cul into buying of shorts, it is as- 
Sumed that it would materially 


Slash use of supplementary prod- 


uct. As yet, B&K has not set its 
first tele feature for Chicago, 


but negotiations are still on for the 
Charles-Woleott fight and a stage 
revue, June 16. 


WPIX’s Sports Accent 


N. Y. Daily News’ WPIX round- 
ed out its summer sports sc hedule 
this week with the signing of a pact 
to cover Saturday night boxing 
matches from Ridgewood Grove 
Arena. That gives the station 
either boxing or wrestling cover- 
age every night but Friday and 
Sunday, in addition to pickups of 
all N. Y. Giants’ home baseball 
games. 

Saturday night bouts, teeing off 
this week (28), feature Metropoli- 
tan AAU fighters. Jack McCarthy 
is slated to handle the blow-by- 
blow. New schedule gives the sta- 
tion 119 separate sports events be- 
tween Saturday and Sept. 10, in- 
cluding 35 during August alone. 





bandits ply their trade. 

Owner of a grocery store and his 
friend were concentrating on a 
television screen at the rear of the 
store Friday (20) when two 
masked bandits walked in and 
scooped $1,100 in cash and $150 in 
checks from the till. 

‘Then they interrupted the video 
fans long enough to get a diamond 
ring and a sapphire stickpin. 


Ackerman Heads 


Coast CBS Tele 


Hollywood, May 24. 

Harry Ackerman, director of 
CBS network programs originating 
in Hollywood, has been given the 
added duiv of functioning in the 
same capacity for the net’s Coast 
television operation. He will ride 
herd over programs developed here 





for the skein and outside packages 
that will be kinescoped for the 
,eastern web. Appointment was 


Volkenberg. 
here from 


Jack Van 
head, who is 


made by 
CBS tele 
New York 

Deals are 
with comedy 
quired by the 
scoping in the fall. 
new duties do not conflict with 
those of Harry Witt, manager ol 
the CBS tele station here 


being negotiated 
stars recently § ac- 
network fof kine- 
Ackerman’s 


now 





Hub’s 81,400 Sets 
Boston, May 24. 

Latest survey of video distribu- 
tors in area puts figure on sets in- 
stalled at 81,400 in Greater Boston. 
Of these. 76,878 are in homes with 
4.514 in public places. 

This is an increase of more than 
{1,000 sets since April survey. 


;a permanent 


“SOUEEZE ON F 
EST EXPE 


talent 








la 


Television squeeze has 


now hit the guest circuit on panel 
shows With the number of such 
shows steadily increasing and ac- 


ceptable guests becoming propor- 


tionately more scarce. a move is 


on in the trade to sew up the 


panel experts on an_e exclusive 
Producers 
TV’s visual impact, the pub- 
lic objects strenuously to seeing 
the same faces on different shows 
week after week and are thus de- 
termined not to have their guests 
dissipate their importance by do- 
ing too many such programs 
Femme guests have been found 
the most limited in number. Mak- 
ing the circuit presently are only 
a comparative few, including Ilka 
ne ase, Faye Emerson Roosevelt, 
Els Maxwell, Dorothy Kilgallen 


basis 
with 


ae others Producers thought 
originally that a change in gowns 
from one program to =  anothe. 


would be enough to make 
panelsters acceptable to the pub- 
lic time after time They have 
found, however, that the costum- 
ing problem hasn't even come up 
yet. The faces and the personali- 
ties of the femmes are what be- 
come immunized after too many 
appearances on the same type of 
show. 

Producer Fred Friendly of NBC- 
TV's “Who Said That?” is now de- 
manding that any 
on his program agree not to go on 
any similar show two weeks be- 
fore or a week after h.s Saturday 
night airer Friendly considers 
the guests he uses as a stock com- 
pany and thus believes he should 
have exclusive use of their ser- 
vices. According to Friendly, the 
situation will get worse this sum- 
mer because many panel shows 
are on tap as summer replacement 
programs In addition, many of 


the regular guests will be vaca- 
tioning. As a result, Friendly said, 
the experts must be sewed up 


now. 

Some producers are even con- 
sidering pacting their guesters on 
basis. Instead of 
traveling the circuit, the experts 
would then be committed only to 
the one program and would be put 
on a rotating schedule so that they 
would appear no more than 10 or 
12 times a year. In that-way. it is 
believed, their value would be pre- 
served permanently. No objection 


would be made to their doing 
other type video programs but 
they would not be permitted on 


any other panel show. 


Biggest competition for guests 
now lies with “Who Said That?”, 
ABC-TV’s “Celebrity Time” and 


| NBC-TV’s “Leave It to the Girls,” 


televersion of Martha Rountree’s 
AM package. Other panel shows 
such as “Author Meets’ the 
Crities,” “Americana,” etc., do not 
face the problem since they use 
either a permanent panel or else 
can go far afield for a wide choice 
of guests. Average pay to the 
guests on the programs facing the 
squeeze is $150 per week or their 
choice of a prize, such as a tele- 
vision set. 


McCUNE SHOW GETS 
17 EASTERN OUTLETS 


Hollywood, May 24. 

Hank McCune has sold his situ- 
ation comedy show to 17 télevision 
stations. McCune is filming pro- 
gram, which will bring in from 
$100 to $500 per showing, accord- 
ing to the market size. 

Permanent cast on McCune show 
includes Sara Berner, Arthur Q. 
Bryan, Frank Nelson and Bill Dem- 
ling. Preston Foster is initial guest 
on series. Program starts June 1 

‘on 17 eastern outlets. Show has 
been inked for 52 weeks on all 
stations. Bob Tamsey is directing 
and Eddie Cochran producing tel- 
enser. 

McCune sold program to stations 
with a radio audition platter with 
which he traveled to outlets. Nine 
; of the stations have sponsors. 





have found that, | 


such | 
| 


guest appearing | 





4N s Agree on New Video Setup; Still 


To Iron Out Representation Problem 


Playing for Steaks 


NBC 
recent 
That? 
Trout 


Su av7e 


panel 


Commercial 
sponsor s 


ley) w 


Swayze 
throughout 
time, 


oft 
hands, 
selves, 
first, 

out of 
Trout 
restaur 


‘-TV stage 


airing of 
beat both 
and 
regular ex 
to the 
sh 
refriger 
ith “live” 
and Trout 
the 
though, 
who had pl: 
moved in o1 


| 
sho 


the studio 
went to 
ant 


John ( 
puncl 


ator +} 
steaks in it 


crew on a 
“Who Said 
emcee Bob 
‘ameron 
pert on the 
il 

the 


ros- 


owe a 


eved them 
M At sign- 
the stage- 
inted them- 
1 the steaks 


picked them up and ran 


and 
a nearby 


Swavze 





Fight Tax on TV 
Wrestling, Boxing 


Califor 
mittee on 
a bill 
wrestling 


inked with 
has already 


now goes 
Assem} 


|ments presented by 
prexy of 
Broadcasters 
legal 


video 
Gayle G 
and 


Hollywood, 
Assembly 
als has passed 
requiring 5° 


State 
Mor 


nia 
Public 


and __— boxi 
television 


to the Asse1 
vy committe 


the 
Assn.: 
counsel! 
rubb, mana 


KGO-TYV, San Fr 


to passing on bill 


Art 
California 


for 


May 24 
Com 


tax on: all 
ng contracts 
stations. Bill 


passed the Senate and 


nbly. 

e heard argu- 
Westlund, 
State 
Dick Moore, 
ABC, and 
ger of KGO 
anciseo, prior 


Trio argued that though bill 
actually calls for 5°: tax to be 
levied on promoters, television will 
be the one hit by upped prices 
on rights to events. Execs also re 
lated that bill is discriminatory in 
that it taxes only two sports, leayv 
ing others a clear field. 


next season, all of 


RCA’S TELE RIGHTS TO 
NOTRE DAME GAMES 


RCA has bought television rights | 
to five Notre Dame football games 


which will be 


played in cities connected to the 


eastern-midwest coaxial cable. 


Cost 


for the rights is $50,000. 
Games will probably be carried 


on NBC-T 


tele billing to date, 


current 
show. 
game 


home fie 


“Kukla, 


with 
Yankee Stadium, N. 
couple of 


Lineup 
North C 


games 
Id at 


Fran 
includes the ND | 


from 
South 


V. which has had all RCA 


including the 
and Ollie” 


arolina from 
Y.. plus a 

the Irish 
Bend, Ind., 


which is connected via special mi- 
cro-wave facilities to Chicago. from 
where the games can be fed to the 


network. 


RCA recently abandoned its plan 


to stage 
show 


on 


a top-budgeted 


NBC-TV 


vaudeo 
Wednesday 


nights opposite CBS-TV’s Arthur 


Godfrey. 
the RCA 


J. Walter 
agency 


Thompson is 





Headley’s WTCN Post 


Sherman K. 


Minneapol 


Headley, St. 


is, May 24. 
Paul 


has been named WTCN television 


did an 


Konynenburg, 
manager of 


© begin tele- 
being moved 


Test telecast- 


started and WTCN 


intra- 


neapolis Star 


producer by F. Van 
veepee and general 
station. 

WTCN-TYV plans t 
casting in July after 
into new quarters. 
ing already has 
cameras last week 
mural stint at Min 
and Tribune open house. 





WBNS. TV Looks Set for Det. 


Progre 
bulletin 
the 
here, 
“around 
antenna 


Columbus 
expects to be 


Columbus, 
ss report in its 
that 
Dispatch 


reveals 


i. 2a. G 
transmission 


gin around June |. 


Test 


“will pr 
| Sept. 1 to 15.” 


pattern, 


the 


obably begi 


May 24. 

monthly 
WBNS-TV, 
station 
on the air 
nstallation of 
line will be- 


bulletin says, 
n by around 


—-— 


on the road to 
_to local advertisers, and then place 


After weeks of negotiation, rep- 
resentatives of unions in the Asso- 
ciated Actors and Artistes ot Amer- 
ica reached an agreement last week 
setting up a 4A’s Television Au- 
thority Plan tor the new setup 
has been submitted to the 4A’s in- 
ternational board and will also 


have to be accepted by 
member unions 

Key points of the agreement 
provide that members of 4A unions 


councils of 


will hold cards in the new TVA 
and that video performers who are 
not at present in a union will join 
the TVA. The new video union 
will be headed by a 10-man execu- 
tive board, composed of members 
otf 4A unions, including American 
Federation of Radio Artists, Ameri- 
can Guild of Variety Artists, Actors 
Equity, American Guild of Musical 


Artists and Chorus Equity 
Issue still open is the question of 


whether the TVA board will be 
filled by proportional representa- 
tion or whether member unions 
should have equal voices in the 
body AGVA, it is reported, is 
holding out for a P.R. setup, be- 


An- 
whether 
the right to bar- 
announcers who do TV 
but whose main job 1s 
AM, with AGVA favoring TVA’s 
getting authority over these an- 
nouncers 


Vidpic Producers 
Due for Blast 


blast at 
will be 


cause of its large membership. 
other disputed point is 
AFRA should have 
gain for 

staff work 


A strong Vidpic produ- 


cers leveled by Norman 
Livingston commercial 
of WOR. N. Y 
National 


tomorrow 


program 
manager when he 


addresses the Television 


Film 
Livingston 


Council (Thurs. ). 
recently completed a 
coast-to-coast junket, including vis- 
its to many TV stations as prepara- 
tion for the debut of WOR-TYV this 
summer. 

“There are absolutely no films 
produced specifically for tele with- 
in the budget range of local video 


stations,” says the WOR exec. “You 
ean buy series of 26 or 52 pro- 
grams, but the cost is anywhere 


from $6,500 to $25,000 per chapter, 
which can be afforded only by a 
national advertiser or network. 
Most of the packagers I've talked 
to have only a single audition pic, 
which means that the rest of the 
series is a blind article. It seems 
that none of the packagers is will- 
ing to invest his own coin, but 
wants the stations to pay the full 
cost of production.” 

The TV packagers, according to 
Livingston, want immediate profits 
and don’t look to the future when 
many more stations will operate. 
They haven't learned the lesson of 
AM transcription agencies, he says, 
who amortize the'r costs over a 
long period of time. In addition, 
the vidpic outfits should send men 
sell their product 
their shows on whatever local out- 
lets are available. 


DIRECTORS VOTE ‘ANY 
ACTION’ IN NBC IMPASSE 


More than 100 New York 
bers of the Radio-Television Direec- 





mem- 


tors Guild unanimously voted Mon- 
day night (23), the 
council to “take any action deemed 
wise to compel NBC-TV 


empowering 


to negotl- 


ate,” including a strike 
Union leaders emphasized that 
the strike vote was taken by the 


entire guild and not just the NBC- 


TV members. The union's strate- 
gy committee is now considering 


action open since the talks with 
the web were broken off two weeks 
ago. The RTDG claims an “over- 
whelming majority” of the 40 di- 
rectorial employees of NBC-TV’sg 


‘N. Y. headquarters. 
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STE N « » « + Dut we do know they're listening more than ever! 


We thought we knew a great deal about why people listen to the radio. 
From all kinds of statistics we knew that Radio has been the most 


popular influence in American life in the present century. 


But no kind of statistics can ever define the structure of a love affair. 
Any more than they can fully explain why more Americans today are 


more involved with Radio than ever before. 


What, for instance, made the American people add 13 million 


radio sets last year to the 77 million they owned the year before? 


What made them listen to these sets more than the year before 





—for an average of 4 hours and 25 minutes a day? 








And why did they do this extra listening in the face of having many 
more things to do—like reading bigger and fatter newspapers and 


magazines, watching television, having more cars to ride in? 


Whatever the reason, the result is that the network advertiser is 





eettine bigger audiences today than ever before. and is eetting them 
a) © Do d zc 


at less cost —6% less than in 1947. 


And we do know they listen to CBS most! 


Because CBS has the best things to listen to: programs like Lux Theaire, 
Suspense and Godfrey; Jack Benny, My Friend Irma and Amos *n’ Andy; 
and still more to come this fall like Edgar Bergen, Burns and Allen, 


Bing Crosby, Groucho Marx and Red Skelton. 








‘And also because they can hear CBS better, since it has the most 


powerful and hest-balaneed facilities in all radio. 


That's why CBS has the largest audiences, and the highest 


| average audience, in all radio. 


. . 
; That’s why CBS delivers these audiences to advertisers today 

at the lowest cost in all radio—and why advertisers sponsor 

more time on CBS than on any other network. 

That's why in all the latest reports, by every count, both Hooper and 

Nielsen, CBS has the ‘‘No. 1” position among all networks. 

—for the largest audiences in the world 
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TELEVISION REVIEWS 


(1949 SKATING FOLLIES 
With Patricia Carroll, Joan West- 
enberg, Nat Steinberg, others 
Producer: Alan Lawrence 
Director: Jack Murphy 
60 Mins., Sun. 10 p.m. 
Sustaining 
Wrik, My. as 
Roller skating, one of the more 
popular participant sports, can be 
video’s I. Q. to an adult level made into firstrate video fare. 
aeo $ ° ° « € . so ‘ . : 
Like its radio counterpart, “The The elements of ballet, wire sweep 
American Forum of the Air,” this of motion and production and 
is — 2 ee age background, can be combined for 
cerned with Ttuncamenta ssues are ; 
the day. In this case, no attempt getting television. How- 


AMERICAN TELEVISION 
FORUM 

With Senator Hugh Scott, 
tor J. Howard MeGrath;: 
dore Granik, moderator 

Producer: Ralph Burgin 

30 Mins.; Sun., 3 p.m. 

Sustaining 

NBC, from Washington 
Theodore Granik’s “American 

Television Forum” will help raise 


Sena- 
Theo- 


audience 


has been made to add any specific ®Ver the ambitious WPIX produc- 
sight ingredients, aside from the tion of “The 1949 Skating Follies 
straightforward focussing on the With an amateur cast dissipated 
‘ algtl < ( ICUS id 2 


participants. It’s a right technique , !'S chances of hitting top-drawetr 


since excessive movement of the fodder because of unimaginative 
cameras would only distract from Production and obscure camera 
ai ‘ a ‘ ¥ ne 
the understanding of the ideas — — 
The plain sight of the speakers is | The show put on by the Unite 
good enough States Rink Owners Assn., from 
i sin the Eastern Parkway Rink (Brook- 
The preem (22) brought together |. "aa d: - (99) pnd y : agen 
the leaders of the Democratic and! 2) SUNnGaY \<- a See ee 
Republican parties for an im- Kling roller ERPCFLS, including 
iy nt - e L ew of President amateur title-holders. There were 
eons sg ir deal” program production numbers by a fairly 
‘uma S al Pai “4 i aie . : ee = 
Granik posed the crucial questions large line, plus’ fetching = solo 
Sn Xeneea labor. housing and civil and group turns. However. rou- 
rights with Sens. Hugh Scott and J. ining was such as to make the 
Wan ard McGrath. national com- hour-session monotonous. Several 
mitte i ie nang ‘of the Republi performers did similar routines 
‘ittee ch; ; > . 
sh and the camera had a tough time 


can and Democratic parties respec- 


following the group numbers be- 


tively. vigorously teeing off on |. gies: Hemet ; See ee 

picid j 6S ET age ad = he cause of « ide area of operations. 
each other Granik errs on the at Gtulakins's dannielne alae 
side ot delicacy by his consistent ee = : phe 


up the proceedings considerably. 


practice of switching the speakers 


to another vroblem as soon as the Immediately upon conclusion of a 
discussion becomes hot On the number, camera panned on him. 
opening show. at least, he had More speed might have been at- 
two experienced and expert de- tained had the off-stage announce- 


‘ ’ < vy a) l » i »ric¢ 2 ays 
baters and should have given them ™ nts been used while performers 


: ’ petly ; sir praaess 
free rein to chop each other down. NS oh geeece y into their eigge 
During the last 10 minutes of tines. Steinberg ’s pronunciation ot} 
the program, questions were in- champeen was somewhat  jar- 
. . . “ oO 
vited trom a studio audience that a ‘cia Carroll and Jo: 
was loaded with important poli- ,.° U'PCla vty ane «Ces 
ticians and bureaucrats They Westenberg did some standout 
dominated the floor to the unfortu- SKate-work during session. Jose. 


nate exclusion of the average man’s 


opinion. Her.  GRENNAN DESSERT PARTY 
—- With Tommy Riggs, the Honey- 
THE MARSHALL FAMILY dreamers 


Producer-Director: Greg Garrison 


With Mary Croninger, Ted Beebe, 15 Mins., Thurs., 9 p.m. 


3 , Rog r cisenstein, 7 ’ iAerne 

Bobby Roach, Dodo Eisenstein GRENNAN CAKES 

others ani, WENR-TV, Chicago 
Writers: Ted Beebe, Mary Cronin- : 1 

ver (Young & Rubicam) 
Director: Paul Krauss a ; Honeydreamers, a capable vocal 
15 = Mins., Mon. - Wed. - Fri., quintet. salvaged this musical show 

6:45 p.m. 


trom a solid commereial cake-eat- 


TOBIN PACKING CO. 


WRGB, Schenectady ing contest. 


First television serial originated Premiere showed a different for- 
here. “The Marshall Family” has mat in which camera ushered view- 
a soap opera format into which ers into an apartment style setting, 
musical numbers are incorporated. with the quintet acting as hosts. 
It's a loosely knit affair. mod- They sang several numbers. and 
erately entertaining—on the basis introduced Tommy Riggs’ ventrilo- 
of the first three installments. Quist act. Honeydreamers showed 
One of the best features is the Camera-wise technique in their 


advertising, overlong and over in- singing. looked good and sang well 


sistent though that be Advan- When given half a chance by the 
tages of television over radio in continuity. Guest Tommy Riggs 
visualizing a product are strikingly along with his invisible sidekick, 


evident. 

Various dishes prepared — by 
Mary Croninger (who presents a 
househole program via WGY under 
noin de radio of “Mary Cherry”) 


Betty Lou, seemed out of place be- 
cause of limited action, although 
Riggs himself was amusing with his 
twin voice routine. 

Overall picture of program, how- 


with sponsor's “First Prize Bacon” ever, has the sponsor's product, 
used are enticingly appetizing. Of Which was clearly the dominant 
course, dramatized portion suffers, theme of show. Televiewers who 
from fact gal, who plays the eschew desserts will get a_ bit 
mother, steps out of character to Weary of hearing about cakes; 
spiel. watching them, and seeing cast 


First and third episodes pivoted Members gulp them down. 


around a wig ordered for the bald- Camera crew had trouble with 
ing Ted Beebe. [i is the initial 8roup shots, and could have helped 
instance on WRGB where a per- Viewers by more medium shots of 


Honeydreamers. Excessive close- 
ups of group singing cut off vocal- 
ists at either end of range. 

Mart. 


sonal characteristic of a performer 
has been used tor comedy. Inas- 
much as Beebe is co-scripter, he 
cannot” kick Both stanzas were 
lightly amusing. On second block. 
the family background was em- 
ploved to set the stage for a “re- 


hearsal” by Sam Catalano’s teen- 
age band. This was not too con- 
vincing, but music came through 
fairly well. 


Serial probably will improve as 
the actors groove into their roles 
and the camera work gains flex- 
ibility and imagination. Lighting 
at times is not sharp. Jaco. 


results would be worth the money. 


JOLTS AND JABS 
With Jack McCarthy 
15 Mins.; Mon., 8:30 p.m. 


Sustaining 
Wrem, Ms. 2. ' ' ‘call 
ee pn. Stage shows for them practically for nothing 
This is an okay warmup. to : pr mang 
WPIX's coverage of the summer : 
a : , able to save considerat +y 
boxing season at the Coney Island » considerable money. 


Velodrome. Conducted in the ring 
before the card opens, show fea- 
tures interviews of assorted person- 
alities by Jack McCarthy. a smooth 
and witty operator who peps up 
the verbal encounters. But as far 
as the interviewees are concerned, 
the program’s title is a misnomer 
since it’s mostly heavy on cliches they assert such power. 
and gab. U. S. 
On the opening program, Mce- 
Carthy brought on some officials of 
the Coney Island Chamber of Com- 
merce who discoursed on Gotham’s 
old swimming hole. Sport angles 
were given a light once-over but 
greater accent will be placed on 
this aspect in future shows. ASR 
lighters received a big free ride 
with McCarthy handing them out 
as gifts to the participants. Zerin. 


iorthcoming supplement 


opment of the video film industry. 


, Vision film industries.” 


| viewers to 


| CLIFF EDWARDS SHOW 


With Eddie Fellows, Tony Mottola 
Trio ; 
Producer-Director: Franklin Heller 


115 Mins.: Mon., Wed., Fri., ad 


p.m. 
Sustaining 
CBS-TY, from N. Y. 

Cliff (‘Ukelele Ike”) Edwards, 
whose show business career spans 
a couple of decades, has always 


| 


/managed to maintain his youthful 


demeanor. He rose to popularity 
during the “flaming youth” era and 
despite nostalgic elements in his 
work, he still retains his appeal for 
the younger elements. 

Edwards’ video turn is a pleas- 
ant. unostentatious 15-minute bit 
with assists from the former child 
screen star. Edith Fellows, who has 
since been in legit and vaude. Each 
contribute a pair of well-executed 
nicely 


tunes, Edwards hiiting it 
with straight renditions coupled 
with his trick falsetto, while Miss 


Fellows does a pair of standards. 
The Tony Mottola Trio is in the 
background. 

Edwards makes a pitch for the 
older listener in his last number. 
On initial show he did a reminis- 
cence of Eddie Leonard in black- 
face and for future shows will take 
showbusiness stories and suggested 
tunes sent in by listeners Jose. 


LINCOLN PARK ZOO 

With Jim Hurlbut, Marlin Perkins 

Producer-Director: Reinald Wer- 
renrath, Jr. 

30 Mins., Sun., 6 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WNBQ, Chicago 

WNBQ has figured out a natural 
for kids in this interview-style 
show from the Chi zoo. Park 
director Marlin Perkins spiels eas- 
ily about zoo residents, using live 
specimens for demonstrations. 

Format is simple but effective. 
Interviewer Jim Hurlbut lines up 
a few small fry, introduces tele- 
Perkins, and supplies 
helpful questions while Perkins ex- 
plains why certain animals have 
their colors, sizes and characteris- 
tics. 

Specimens covered were a golden 
hamster, opossum, kinkajou, red 
fox. Perkins’ table top was the 
demonstration lab, which afforded 
excelient view of critters. Camera 
then shifted to outdoor cages at 
feeding time, when animals were 
on the prowl. 

Kids will like the easygoing con- 
tinuity, and the remarks of ex- 
pert Perkins, who is one of the 
outstanding zoo directors of the 
country Informal touches help 
along the action. Samples: ham- 
ster climbing up and down Perkins’ 


sleeve; opossum growling through 
a muzzle; red fox scrambling on 
top ot table. 

Camerawise, the animals did a 


cooperative job of keeping in the 
lens. Some difficulty in viewing 
was caused by outdoor cages 
which had wire netting between the 
bars, which might be solved by a 
plattorm lens. Mart. 


Oneida’s TV Bow 


Oneida, N.Y., May 24. 


Myron J. Kallet, 
chain of filmhouses in upstate New 
York and Pennsylvania and of 
radio station WKAL in Rome, 
went into the TV_ business last 
week, signing up with NBC. 

Kallet’s new TV station, WKTV, 
slated to open in September, will 
operate on Channel 13 





| proved, 
| definite 


owner of a! 
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Tele Follow-up Comment 
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Milton Berle again evidenced 


he’s running out of material with 


that vaudeville cavalcade last Tues- | 


day. Apart from relatively unim- | 


portant captiousness anent includ- 
ing Jolson in the Palace all-timers 
(Jolson and Will Rogers never 
played the bigtime flagship), Berle 
has been doing more and more of 
these ‘‘idea’’ sequences. Theory is 
good. And by and large it came 
off well, with Pat Rooney 3d doub- 
ling as his dad; Georgie Price and 
Berle doubling as the blackface 
comics (Cantor, Eddie Leonard and 
Jolson), but others were NSG. Soph 
was good; the Durante NG; the 
Blackburn Twins on the forepart 
show (with Janet Blair) did the 
Mosconis, which probably meant 
little one way or the other to the 
new generation. But on the w hole 


it was an entertaining, nostalgic 
flash. 
Prime shortcoming, however, 


is Berle’s repeated habit of step- 
ping on lines and/o1 inaking it ap- 
pear that his colleagues fluffed. 
Whether accidental or actual, the 
impression is negative; makes it 
appear that Berle is milkin’ too 
much and, mayhaps. to the irrita- 
tion of his confreres. Pseudo-flutfs 
have made for som? sort of “in- 
side” laugh, but even the rehearsed 
fluff is now an overly familiar de- 
vice. Berle has been given to this 
for some weeks. 


Fireside Theatre is still pitching 
experimental shows over WNBIT. 
Tuesday's (17) session comprised a 
pair of films, “The Way to Fortune” 


and one of the old silent Brainy 
30bby series with added commen- 
tary. Both of these 15-minute tea- 


turettes lack individuality. ‘‘For- 
tune,” telling of a pair of Califor- 
nia badmen of the ’80s who snag 
the profits of a goldstrike after 
killing off the righttul prospectors, 
lacked point. Even the crime- 
doesn't-pay angle didn’t make it- 
self too evident inasmuch as the 
surviving baddie died of old age 
after amassing a fortune. 

The oldtime silent comedy, with 
added soundtrack, is by now a 
standard idea. This short wasn't 
punched up too imaginatively with 
its commentary. There were mo- 
ments when the off-screen voice 
was reaching and the antics ol 
Brainy Bobbie, hot stuff 30 years 
ago, doesn’t seem to make for good 
burlesque material for video. 


Ballet in its true form finalls 
got a crack at television Sunday 
night (22), when the Ballet Theatre 
made its first TV appearance on 
NBC tele’s ‘‘Drama Theatre” series. 
Without the usual trick camera 
effects interfering with the dance, 
the viewers were able to devote 
their full attentions to the show 
itself, and it was good. Program 
in fact, that there is a 
place for straight baliet 
on TY if the production crew knows 
what it is doing. 

In this case, it was producer Vic 
McLeod and director Garry Simp- 
son, working with BT's Dmitri 
Romanoff, who rate bows for the 
way the show was handled. Cam- 
eras, for the most part, merely 
picked up the action from the 
stage, making good use of a lens 
placed slightly above stage-level 
for the longer shots. Only tricks 


~| involved were several dual camera 


Inside Television 


Number of daytime women’s show hitting the television airwaves dur- 
Ing recent months has given rise to a new racket in the trade. Manu- 
facturers of household products, with no solicitation, approach the 
stations with the alleged thought of sponsoring such shows but ask for 
a chance first to showcase their products to determine whether the 


Eager to get the business, the sta- 


tions give them a 15-minute-spot at no charge, after which the pros- 
pective bankrollers are never heard from again. 

Similar practice has been started with sponsors already on the air 
who have bought time for the alleged purpose of showcasing different 
program formats to determine which to schedule regularly. 


Sponsors 


and their ad agencies are thus able to get indie package producers to 


While the packager gets 


the chance for an on-the-air presentation of his ideas. the sponsor is 


State censorship boards are precluded from censoring television film 
en the ground that video transmission is interstate commerce, argues a 
. “Television 
Warner of the Washington law firm of Segal, Smith & Hennessey. 

Warner's supplement, in discussing the question of censorship clear- 
ance, declafes that the Supreme Court wil! ultimately decide the juris- 
diction and authority of State boards to censor television film. 


Film Contracts,” by Harry P. 


assuming 


The question is now being fought before the 
District Court in Philadelphia. 

Whether television film producers will utilize the “Johnston Office” 
or a similar organization for clearing their pictures is another 
raised by Warner, which he thinks will have to await the further devel- 


question 


As to the possibility of a code for the television industry, Warner 
suggests that a trade organization’s standards would undoubtedly fur- 
nish guidance to both the TV film producer and the station. 
the Commission in its overall review ot program service,” he asserts. 
which will prescribe the ultimate standards of the television and tele- 


“But it is 


| effects used for 
| second of 
| formed, 


“Pas de Quatre,” 
the two ballets per- 
and they improved tre- 
mendously on the original stage 
presentation. Lacking, however, 
was the “feel” and reaction that 
comes with a live studio audience. 
and if ever a TV show needs it, 
it’s a ballet concert. The midriff 
was Static, with an announcer en- 
tering for the bridging spill. 
Ballet Theatre dancers, of course. 
had much to do with the success 
of the venture. Igor Youskevitch. 
Nana Gollner, Edward Caton. Nic- 
olas Orloff and Paul Godkin were 
standout in “La Fille Mal Gardee.”’ 
an impressionistic tale of a French 
peasant gal trying to marry the 
man she loves. Even better, though, 
was the “Pas de Quadre,”’ a straight 


Classic dance featuring Diana 
Adams, Norma Vance. Jocelyn 
Volimar and Jacqueline Dodge. 
That fade-in and fade-out of the 


four dancers over the w.k. painting 
by A. E. Chalon was excellent: 
ditto the NBC orch. under the 
baton of BT's Max Goberman. 


Carl Ritchie, identified as the 
“Chevrolet Man” via the series of 
weather spots featuring him over 
most stations during the last year, 
made his first live appearance on 
“Winner Take All” over CBS-TV 
Saturday night (21). Move was 
taken by Campbell-Ewald pro- 
ducer Leo Langlois to build 
Ritchie's identification with the 
Sponsors product and also to 


i utilize his zany characterization for 


| 


matched in a boxing lesson 


Do Oee 
straight humor. Idea should 
off on both counts, since Ritchie 
demonstrated good talents as 
comedian. : 
His stint, in which he Was 
against 


Buddy Baer, who towered at least 


/a foot above him, telegrapheq its 


ending byt still drew plenty of 
laughs. Program, meanwhile, eon. 
tinues as one of the brighter quiz 
shows on TV. Guestar Patricia 
Bright did some excellent imper- 
sonations for one of the questions 
and Bud Coilyer maintained the 
spot he’s built as a capable emcee 


“Alice in Wonderland.” 
CBS-TV’s “Through the Crystal 
Ball” Monday night (23). " was 
neither straight dance nor straight 
story and thus wound up as not 
much of anything. Choreography 
staged by Pauline Koner. would 
have been much better had it stuck 
to telling the Lewis Carrol! Classie 
entirely in dance form, as “Crystal 
Ball” was originally set up. As it 
was, the best features of the show 
were the sets, which utilized neatly 
some moving backdrops rolled in 
on a runway. 

Program had its other good 
points, such as the fade-in tech. 
nique used for the Cheshire Cat 
but transmitted too little of the 
story’s inherent charm. Bambi 
Linn handled both her terping and 
lines capably, but Walter Treacher 
was wasted as the Cat Rest of 
the cast, all occupants of “Wonder- 
land.” were okay. 


done on 





An idea: how about a little more 
extensive golfing instruction on 
TV? The guesting on the Ed Sulli- 
van CBS “Toast of the Town” Sun- 
day night by Craig Wood and 
Claude Harmon of the Winged 
Foot Country Club pointed up 
strongly the saleability of golfing 
instruction on tele. There's some 
of it already around, but right now 
it seems more a matter of project- 
ing the golfing personality rather 
than any concrete teaching, as was 
the case of Wood and Harmon. 
Otherwise, the Sullivan show was 
marked by an unusual spotlighting 
of Jane Kean, singer-comedienne, 
slated to replace Nancy Walker in 
“Along Fifth Avenue,” Broadway 
revue; the doubletalking Al Kelly, 
the novelty acros of Ladd _ Lyon, 
and the nifty ventro of Paul 
Winchell. 








| Owen Davis, Jr. 


Continued from page 26 








L 
Pierce Baker School of Drama at 
Yale. He made his Hollywood 
bow in “All Quiet on the Western 
Front” and subsequently appeared 
in many pictures, last of which was 
“Knute Rockne, All-American,” re- 
leased by Warners, in 1940. On 
Broadway, he appeared in “The 


Barker,” “Jezebel” with Miriam 
Hopkins, and “The Solid South” 
with Bette Davis. His last Broad- 
way show was “Mr. and Mrs. 
North.” He was also active in 
strawhat work. having appeared 


every summer for 11 years at the 
Lakewood theatre in Skowhegan, 
Me. His radio programs included 
the old Rudy Vallee show, ‘Those 
We Love.” “The Circle.” “Gold- 
bergs” and others. 
After breaking in with NBC-TV, 
Davis was named director of pro- 
gram preparation and_ procure- 
ment two years ago, in which post 
he supervised all casting, writing 
and obtaining of scripts for dra- 
matic programs. He later was 
named an exec producer, report 
ing directly to the web's program 
chief. 
Surviving, in 
parents, is a brother, 
World Video producer 
TV’s “Actors Studio.” ; 
Ross, who had been with NBC- 
TV for the last year, had been 
working on sets for the first tele 
presentation of the Ballet Theatre 
at the time of his death. Program, 
using his sets, was aired Sunday 
night as scheduled. 
His mother, Mrs. A. 
Ilion, N.Y., survives. 


to his 
Donald, 
on ABC- 


addition 


H. Ross of 


Funt’s Candid Camera 


In NBC-TY Bow Sun. 


Camera, 








Allen Funt's “Candid 
televersion of his erstwhile yt 
did Microphone” radio show, will 
be launched Sunday (29) on NBC- 


TV in the 7:30 to 8 slot. Progra 


replaces “The  MHartmans, : 

which Textron is bowing out 4 

sponsor. 
“Camera” is to comprise half 


live presentation and halt film. 
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stein. produced and directed by 
Himan Brown, depicted the plight 
ot the war unfortunates through 
lack of funds to move them to 
Israel and furnishing the where- 
withal to sustain them after the 
initial hurdle. Jolie gave great 
warmth to his appeal for funds 
and narration of stanza It all 
came off as good listener bait 
Mutual’s “Experience Speaks’ 
stanza. which is bowing out Mav 27 
at the end of its 13-week cycle 
packed a full quota of human in- 
terest yarns into 30 minutes Fri- 
day (20). Highlight of the show was 
the dramatic statement by a 25- 
year-old cured leper, who said he 
had to use an alias because ot so- 


misunderstanding 
Carville, La., 
cured vic- 
to stay on, 


ciety’s fear and 
of the disease. In the 
leprosarium, he said, 57 
tims of the disease have 
because no one would give them 
employment under the misconcep- 
tion that they would infect others. 


He was followed by U. S. Sen 
Claude Pepper, who appealed for 
rooting out “these false ideas” ana 


gave details of a bill he is sponsor- 
ing to treat lepers in ordinary hos- 
pitals and homes. 

Another high spot was a 
to the show of Sgt. George Caron, 
tail-gunner on the B-29 which 
dropped the first atom bomb on 
Hiroshima, and Mrs. Kay Palichi- 
koff Drago, who told of the de- 
struction she s _ when the A-bomb 
devastated the Japanese og Caro] 
Stone, now in “High Button Shoes” 
on Broadway, related how she 
started out as the “ugly duckling” 
of the Fred Stone family) 
clicked in show biz. Other seg- 
ments offered a blind pianist who 
told how his Seeing Eve dog res- 
cued him from a fire, a woman taxi 
driver who was a test pilot for 
Fokker, an Italian bagpiper, and 
Amy Sedell, who did a five-minute 
commercial in 60 seconds 


return 


“Radio X,” experimental stanza 
on WNYC, N.Y., offered “Three 
Dimensional,” a production of the 


Sarah Lawrence Radio Workshop 
directed by Mitchell Grayson, 
Thursday (19). The vehicle was a 


stream-of-consciousness narrative, 
with brief snatches of remembered 


dialog and action filtering § in 
through the mind of a troubled 


young sculptress. It carried dra- 
matic punch, impressionistically 
baring the girl's soul in her reac- 
tions to four men. Thesping of the 


but finally , 

















M-G-M— 


“On an Island with You” 
THE CAMEL SHOW 


Every Friday Nite, 8:30 D.S.T, 


Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 








college 
creative, 

















students was sincere and 
with Carlotta Sherwell 


neatly handling the lead. Roles of 
the four men were capably played 


by Bill Griffis and Delmar Neutz- 
man, both pros. The script, how- 
ever, while capturing the Weltsch- 
merz of a romantic young artist, 
was gushy in its preoccupation 
with her search for “warmth and 
understanding, truth and _ triend- 
ship.” 

NBC's “Radio City Playhouse” 
offered a dramatic psychological 


justice goes awry and the 
are punished. 


thriller Monday (23), “Murder is 
a Matter of Opinion.” Carefully 
pieced-together plot was the story 
of two brothers, college students 
who argue about capital punish- 
ment, the older favoring it and the 
younger saying that sometimes 


innocent 
To prove their cases, 


they stage a mock killing, but the 
younger lad is actually killed and 
the older brother caught’ bv 
circumstantial evidence. Bill Lip- 


ton turned in a slick performance 
in 
giving full support as the younger 
boy. 
suspense values from the 
and 


the lead, with Michael O'Day 
full 
Situation 
dealt realistically with the 


relationship between the brothers. 


Jules Archer's story drew 
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| perenne 2 
Samish, Stanton, former radio 
account exec on the Lucky Strike 


budget for Foote, Cone & Belding 
had been with D-F-S for the past 
six years. He has already checked 
out, with no announcement of 
future affiliation. 

Storrs Haymes, formerly 
Compton agency, is moving into 
D-F-S as supervisor of daytime 
shows, with Samish continuing in 
the top radio-TV spot. 

Stanton was originally with Lord 


with 


& Thomas and after his F-C-B 
career he moved to. Blackett, 
Sample & Hummert in Chi, then 


checking in with D-F-S. 

Wilfred Robert, Sisson’s assistant 
at Pedlar & Ryan, will take over 
as head of radio-TV, though not 
as an Officer of the company, with 
Betty Shay 
visor of daytime radio. 





continuing as super- 








Gag Scripters 


| ‘ se | 
that sold in good times for $12,500 | 
are now going begging for $7,500 


and writing budgets are being 
pared in proportion to other slic- 
ing. 

“Sure you can swing over 
television or double over to it but 
it'll be years before it pays off as 
munificently as radio. You fellows 
have got to adjust yourselves to 
the changing conditions. (It was 
even hinted that they've been 
overpaid these many years’. Think 
it over, fellows, and start living 
like the rest of us (a couple of 
dozen writers have been -earning 
three times much as the men 
who run the radio departments for 


as 








the big agencies). 

“Thanks, fellers,’ chorused the 
writers when the meeting broke 
up. meanwhile muttering to them- 
selves, “they can’t do that to us 
| NAB Vs. TBA | 
: | 
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was that Willard’s tagging of TV 
as ‘“‘Destiny’s tot’’ was a challenge 
to the TBA, which is planning to 
add some high-priced toppers in a 
drive for industry leadership. Ac 
cording to this view, NAB strateg\ 
will be to attract the telecasters 
with the line that it is the broad- 
casters’ representative while TBA 
includes competitive interests, 
such as set manufacturers and pic- 
ture companies. 


Maurice Mitchell, head of the 
NAB's newly organized Broadcast 


Bureau, said that AM 
strong, growing and 
effective.”’ Radio's biggest spend- 
ers today, he declared, are the re- 
tail advertisers and the BAB bn 
put into time-salesmen’'s hands “ef 
fective tools to attract retailers at 
the local community level.” He 
added that BAB would work on 
standard rate-cards and contracts 
for TV. 


Advertising 
is “healthy, 











| Pabst 
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ing cast will continue to broadcast 
the radio show from Hollywood but 
an entirely different cast will per- 
form the family comedy in New 
York, to be kinescoped for non- 
network stations. Irving Brecher 
package owner and producer of 
“Riley,” will alternate between the 
two coasts until the TV version is 
rolling. 

In announcing the change in pro- 
‘grams for next October, Paul War- 
wick, agency exec, said that con- 
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son, veepees, respectively. of 


| Young & Rubicam and J. Walter 


Thompson; Karl Kramer of MCA, 
and John Meston, pinch hitting for 
Harry Ackerman, both of CBS. 
The “gloom boys” spoke their own 
private thoughts rather than put 
their agencies on the spot with the 
file & memory lads. 
“You might as well 
spoke up one of them, 
train is in the yards and ain't rollin’ 
no more. Those $1,000 a week jobs 
are now museum pieces and if you 
can get half take it fast. Shows 


face 




















BUGS 


pilis.”’ 


squire, Ine. 


aquucc. Salutes 


“the greatest of 
all cafe singers” 


LYMAN 


BAER SAYS: 
"There are more road 
shows of Tommy Ly- 


man than Carter has 


See Story by Jimmy Cannon in June Esquire 


TOMMY 


Currently: 


LESLIE HOUSE 
30 W. 56th St. 
New York 


Special Material by: 


MILT FRANCIS 





Bing Crosby also Salutes Tommy on His June 1 
Philco Show — ABC Network 














ae 
the gravy. 


| tracts were at the signature stage. 
William Morris agency represented 
Brecher in the negotiations. Both 
the radio and TV programs will 
be broadcast every week, time hav- 
ing been reserved with NBC-TV in 
New York for Tuesday night fol- 
lowing Milton Berle. 

Cantor is closing out his third 
season with Pabst, having followed 
Danny Kaye and Groucho Marx. 


Pabst’s Summer Plans 
Hollywood, May 24. | 
Pabst has bought NBC’s Screen 
Directors show for the summer 
stretch of 13 weeks, starting July 
1. Price is $4,000 a week. 
Program, which is a Sunday sus- 
tainer, gives the brewer a_ top 
star and director each week with 
all other production elements in- 
cluded. 


AM to Match 


Continued from page 25 

















to, 











NAB Prepping 
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prexy, World Broadcasting System. 
Successful formulae of recorded 
programs will be presented by Dick 
Redmond, program director of 
WHP. Harrisburg, Pa., and John 
Tinnea, assistant director of KWK. 
St. Louis. 

Topnotch news men from the 
wire services will include John M. 
Cooper, director, radio department, 
INS: Phil Newsom, UP radio news 
manager, and Tom O'Neill, news 
director, AP. 

Talks on public interest pro- 
grams will be given by Rex Howell, 


general manager, KFXJ, Grand 
Junction, Colo.; Ernie Brevik of 
WDAY. Fargo. N. D., and Ed 
Wheeler, assistant general man- 
ager, WWJ, Detroit 

Possibilities in planning pro- 
grams for television will be given 
the Clinic by Charles A. Batson, 
editor of NAB’s continuing report 


Other talks will be given 
by Edgar Bill, prexy of WMBD, 
Peoria, [ll.; Chuck Worcester, farm 
director, WMT, Cedar Rapids; Lee 
Little, general manager, KTUC. 
Tucson; Royal V. Howard and 


on video 


Neal McNaughton of the NAB en-, 


gineering department. 








‘Town Meeting’ 
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speaking reps of the foreign coun- 
tries will take part in a 
Town Hall forum, which will be 
recorded and flown back for broad- 
cast here. For airing overseas, the 
discussions will be restaged, with 
the foreign speakers using their 
native tongue and the American 
speakers’ views being translated. 
In France the UN’s simultaneous 
translation-headset system will be 
used. 

Junket will take 65 
; June 25 to Sept. 5, with 


days, 


the first 


broadcast to originate from Lon- 
don July 5. Topic tentatively set 


for the British program is the gov- 
ernment’s socialized medicine poli- 
cy. Other subjects are being sug- 
gested by listeners, foreign embas- 
sies and public affairs officers. 

Cities to be visited include Lon- 
don, Paris, Brussels, Berlin, Rome, 
Ankara, Beirut, Cairo, 
New Delhi, Manila, Hongkong, 
Shanghai, Tokyo and Honolulu. 

Staff handling the junket is 
Denny; Mrs. Denny, his production 
assistant; Chester S. Williams, gen- 
eral manager; Mrs. Elizabeth Col- 
clough. program director; and Wil- 
liam Traum, business manager. 
Tony Hutson and Richard Ritter 
will handle engineering setup for 
ABC. 


‘MATINEE AT MIDNIGHT’ - 
GOES CO-OP ON ABC NET 


ABC is scheduling “Matinee at 
Midnight” for 100 top markets to 
be sold on participation _ basis. 
Show will originate at the Iceland. 
New York, with format including 
band, talent scout and guest celebs. 
Program will air full hour nightly 
with transcribed repeat in each 
time zone to hit midnight starting 
hour. 

Announcements on the 100 sta- 
tion hookup are tentatively set at. 
$350 each, with chain breaks going | 
for $500. 





ture Programs, and John L. Sinn. | 


typical | 


from 


Calcutta, | 


)| WNEW RESUMES PITCH 
FOR A SOKW. GRANT 


| Washington, May 24. 
Now that its long battle With the 
Federal Communications Commis. 
sion to get back into good 
over WNEW in New York Wants 
action on its application to increase 
its power from 10 kw to 50 kw, 
The application, pending Since 
1946, was held up along with reg- 
ular license status of WNEW and 


grace ig 


transfer of WOV while the Com. 
mission | was investigating Charges 
of previously concealed ownership 
by Arde Bulovay majority owner. of 
WNEW, in several New England 
stations. The Commission recently 
restored WNEW to regular status 
and approved the WOYV transfer to 


Victory Broadcasting Co. but failed 
to act on the power increase 
A petition filed last week on be. 


half of the station asked for jm. 
mediate approval of its power ap- 
plication, stating “there is now no 


reason” why the request should not 
be granted. 


No ‘More Beer’ Until 
After 10 P. M. in Calgary 


Alta, May 24. 
A Calgary radio station has 
agreed to a request of the 24- 
member Pastor’s Gospel Fellow- 
ship and won't play the disk, 
“More Beer,” until after 10 p.m, 
when the city’s beer parlors have 
closed. 
Request 
W. Riegal, 





Calgary, 


was made by Rev. F. 
secretary of the Fel- 
lowship, who objected because the 
station played the song a short 
time before a religious pre-Easter 
program. 








ABC Cites a 


Continued from page 25 


two class 1-A clear 
tions in the same city. However, it 
said, the forced separation of the 
Blue Network from NBC, which 
was for the purpose of fostering 
competition in radio, is not being 
served by allowing KOB to use 770. 

The web contended the Com- 
mission is being “obviously unfair” 
in giving “‘special consideration” to 
KOB, especially in view of its rul- 
ing in 1946 that all other applica- 
tions on 770 or 1030 would be 
placed in its pending files, rather 
than be dismissed subject to rein- 
statement, until the clear channel 
case is decided. 

It pointed out that KOB, previ- 
ous to receiving its authorization 
for 770, had told the Commission it 
could use 1030 with 25kw at night 
| without causing objectionable in- 
_ terference to WBZ, Boston, which 
uses the frequency. 
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predicted that the growth of tele 
will simply be absorbed into the 
national tendency towards a short- 
er work week and more leisure 
time. Gerl said that tele would 
probably stimulate greater devel- 
opments in the radio business. 
A. D. Plamondon, RMA director. 
voiced the opinion that TV would 
hypo the radio-tele field as a whole. 
He said the entire electronic 
dustry “will gain ultimately it 
immediately by the change.” 
Motorola president Paul Galvin 
believes that tele may change the 
character of radio but “certainly 
will:not kill it any more than radio 
killed films or the record indus- 
try.’ Galvin predicted a switch 
from the console type of radio to 
greater use of portables which cen 
be easily moved about the house. 


In 
not 





Memphis—Don Lynch, w.k. radio 
salesman here was upped to com- 
mercial manager of WHHM by sta- 
tion director Patt McDonald this 
week (18). Lynch, who has been 
with local indie since station went 
on the air in July 29, 1946. 
prexy of Memphis Jaycees. 


is also | 























‘“That’s nothing -you should see him reach for his Wheaties.” 
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~ Inside Stuff—Radio | 


wNnYC, N. Y., has been receiving complaints from some listeners who 
feel the municipal station has been devoting ee tated: tines to Ge 
casts of United lag ete cnggrenne a lo answer the beefs, the station is 
sending out letters in verse, explaining that while WNYC carries the UN 
rograms, 1s usual classical music fare can be heard on WNYC-FM. 
The poesy goes, In part: 


“tf an FM set you have not 

We think it wise if one you got. 

You're missing hours of musical pleasure 

By denying yourself this wonderful treasure 

Then you wouldn’t have to listen to the United Nations 
Because of all the music programs on FM stations 
From 7 a.m. ‘til 1 in the morn 


The best in radio jis all vourn.” 


Mrs. Terry Linder, WNYC traffic assistant. edgar-guested the poem 


The House of Representatives Radio Gallery celebrated its 10th anni 
yersary last Friday .(20) with D. C. broadcasts by veteran commenta 
tors, including Elmer Davis, H. R. Baukhage, Robert McCormack, Earl] 
Godwin, Dave Brinkley, Leif Eid, Bill Shadel, Richard Eaton. Gil 
Kingsbury, George Reedy, Bill Coyle and Charles Parmer. Tribute to 
the Gallery was paid in the House last week by Rep. Francis Walte: 
(D.-Pa.), whe pointed to its growth from 26 members in 1939 to 185 
today, the majority representing correspondents of independent sta 
tions and regional networks. Television news correspondents were 
admitted to membership in 1947. 


Torchlight Productions, independent packaging outfit which is aiming 
at producing a topnotch dramatic series in which Negro and white 
thespers will work together, is looking for scripts. The organization 
has already lined up star dramatic talent but hasn’t yet found vehicles 
“that are better than those of Lux Radio Theatre and Theatre Guild on 
the Air.” 

Programs using Negro and white actors have clicked as sustainers 
and on indie stations, Torchlight backers believe, but are still to be 
tried as commercial network stanzas. Material being sought is “pow- 
erful, original, important stories on warm, human themes.” President 
of Torchlight is David Kaprolik. Jane White, who appeared in “Strange 
Fruit” on Broadway and who is the daughter of Walter White. head of 
the National Assn. for the Advancement of Colored People, is veepee 
in charge of production. Mitchell Grayson, former director of “New 
World A-Coming” and other award-winning programs, will direct. 


Maurice Dreicer, who conducts “I Challenge You” on WEVD. N. Y.. 
will leave June 7 for a three-month tour of Europe as special corre- 
spondent of WOR, N. Y. Using a portable battery recorder, Dreicer 
will transcribe interviews for “European Diary,” a show he expects to 
package. 

Dreicer will visit AM and TV stations in Switzerland, England. 
France, Italy and the Scandinavian countries gathering material for « 
book on broadcasting. 


ABC reportedly has sold the Gladys Swarthout show on one leg of 
the network. Remainder of affiliates will sell it on a co-op basis. Pack- 
age, set by Radio Features, has singer backed by four-piece instru- 
mental group and will get a daily quarter-hour slot on the web. 


WOR on Musical Binge 


WOR, N. Y.,. is going in for more 


musical stanzas under the in- 
fluence of Julius Seebach, program 
v.p. who recently returned to the 
MBS outlet after several years at 
the Metropolitan Opera. 

One new musical show to be 
aired soon is “Al Sation and his 
Hot Dogs.” which comes from 
Svdney, Australia, on transcrip- 
tions. Sation’s orch, which is 
billed as ‘somewhere between 
Spike Jones and the Korn Kob 


blers, with a British accent,” uses 
whistles, bells, pistols and othe! 
slapstick instruments The 15 


minute recordings are produced by 
Amalgamated Wireless (Asia) Ltd 
WOR is also developing a mu 


sical variety around Red Benson 
quizmaster of the detunct Viovie 
Matinee.’ and Julie Conway) 


nitery chanteuse. Although lately 
an emcee, Benson, started as a 
singer and had his own vocal strip 
on WCAU, Philadelphia. A third 
stanza, in the audition stage, fea- 
(ures Ireene Wicker, “The Singing 
Lady,’ and Al Grant and David 
Ross. As part of its musical hypo, 
WOR is also picking up more tune 
shows from Mutual. 


San Anton’ Mayor To 
Do ‘Fireside Chats’ 


San Antonio, May 24. 

Mavor-elect Jack White is plan- 
ning to emulate the late President 
Roosevelt by going on the air here 
for “fireside chats.” Arrangements 
were being discussed by him and 
the KITE management. Plans also 
call for airings to be heard on a 
all-local station network. 

Charles W. Balthrope, KITE 
owner and manager, has already 
offered free time for the series. 
Balthrope has _ suggested’ the 
“chats” be in five-minute broad- 
casts several times each week 
instead of one long weekly broad- 
cast. 


news director, has arranged with 
White for broadcasts of brief re- 
ports on each council meeting. The 
plan calls for White to make a 
phone report which would be rec- 
orded at the station. 





Meanwhile, Glen Krueger, KITE 


WLS, WSM, WLW Artists in Bid For 


Picnic Dates as Fairs Drop Off 


Chicago, May 24. 

Big three of midwest rural ra- 
dio WLS. Chicago. WSM, Nash- 
ville. and WLW, Cincinnati—report 
a sharp drop off in the number of 
fair dates signed up for talent by 
their artists service bureaus 

At the same time, the bureaus re- 
vealed that they are shopping vig 
market for 


special celebrations and city ap 


orousiyv In the picnics 


pearances because these types of 
promotions bring in fat contracts 
with a minimum of effort 

WLS service bureau manage} 


George Ferguson reported that he 
has inked talent contracts with the 
state fairs of Lllinois, Wisconsin 


and Indiana, large-tvpe fairs like 
the Mississippi Valley Fair at 
Davenport, and the Michigan Up- 
per Peninsula state fair 

Besides these big dates 
county fairs in 10. states 
signed or are in process of sign- 
ing, States covered are Illinois, 
indiana, Wisconsin, Iowa, Minne- 
sota, Nebraska, Michigan, Pennsy| 
vania, New York and Ohio 

WLS artists will also do a heavy 
business in picnics and special af- 
fairs, Ferguson revealed. Almost 
100 of these dates have been con- 
tracted 

Hitting the road this summer for 
WLS will be such rural drawing 
cards as Bob Atcher, Red Blanch 
ard, the Sage Riders, Mac and Bob, 
Little Genevieve, Jimmy James, 
and Lulu Belle and Scotty. Smiley 
Burnett, Columbia pic cowboy 
comedian, has been added this year 
for some dates 

WSM's Package Units 

WSM artists service manager 
James Denny reported that person- 
al appearance business has picked 
up this season over 1948. Denny is 
specializing in arranging package 
units for dates in the large cities. 

Prime example of WSM’s pack- 
age is the unit composed of Ernest 
Tubb, Minnie Pearl, Cowboy 
Copas, Red Foley and Rod Bras- 
field, which has been grossing $35- 
$50,000 per week on personal ap- 
pearances. 

Denny indicated that while the 


35-40 
have 


state fair business was not fully 
exploited this year, he planned to 
arrange a large package show for 
1949 and dig hard for state fairs in 
the midwest and south. 

WLW promotion manager Ken 
Smith reported that his radio tal- 
ent would make an appearance at 
the Ohio State Fair Aug. 27, bol- 
stered by a radio and TV promo- 
tion. He also reported 14 county 
fairs lined up in Ohio to date 


KPRC SHOW TO SEEK 
JOBS FOR CONVICTS 


Houston, May 24 


Road to civilian readjustment 


for deserving convicts of Texas’ 
prison system will be smoothed by 
KPRC and the local Rotary Club 
in a new air show tagged, “30 
Minutes Behind the Walls,” which 
preems from Huntsville’ Prison 
next Saturday (28). On the in 
itialer those due for discharge will 
summarize their job qualifications 
and aid of listeners will be sought 
in placing the men in gainful oc- 
cupations, 

If the show proves effective, 
KPRC general manager Jack Har- 
ris declared, the station will pro- 
vide transcriptions for use of other 
Texas outlets. He also disclosed 
that the Houston Rotary has ap 
propriated funds to defray cost of 
permanent broadcasting  equip- 
ment at Huntsville. Prison airet 
is strictly a sustainer, 

oe * 
Chi FM Switches 
Chicago, May 24 

WMOR (FM) has inked a con- 
tract with Consumers Aid to carry 
its broadcast into 154 Jewel chain 
and indie grocery stores. WXRT 
(FM) meanwhile dropped its pact 
with CA to devote 16 hours of 
daily programming to longhair mu- 
sic 

Both stations start their program 
switch June 1. 
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look—it can be done almost 





with PENNIES! 


SAY YOUR ADVERTISING appropriation is just “small stuff”. You’re kind 


of leery about radio because you think of it in terms of 


That’s nonsense. 


“big” shows. 


Here at WOR we have personality powerhouses who are “big”, 
but not in cost. For instance, take Martha Deane, a prize-winning, 


sales-making phenomenon. You can get this woman for $600.00 a week, 


daytime on WOR. She can charm a majority of 29,000, 


0U0 people in 14-states. 


Maybe she can do for you what she did for a recent sponsor: Jumped his sales 
200% above the same period during the previous year in the brief time of 7-weeks. 
You can buy 5 spot announcements for $500.00. Twenty-one of these 


recently sent 5,000 customers into one 
WOR sponsor’s 10 retail stores. 
That’s buying! That's the power 
of WOR! 
How would you like WOR to sell your, 
or your client’s wares that way for so little? 
The place is 





~the statio. 
that selis more 


than any 
high-powered station 


at less cost 


anywhere 
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if a ‘name’ show gets a rating, GF 
is no longer interested. We prefer 
low-budgeted programs.” [Food 
company this season is_ lop- 
ing off Burns & Allen ($16,000) and 
Jack Carson ($10,000), and instead 
is buying the moderately-budgeted 
“Goldbergs” for radio. Company 
also sponsors “Goldbergs” on TV.] 

William S. Paley, CBS board 
chairman, who pacted Burns & 
Allen to a Columbia “exclusive” 
with a reported “security” provi- 
sion of $17.500 a week, is reported- 
lv having his troubles wrapping up 
a client at that weekly figure 

TV-Minded 

Accenting the “TV thinking” of 
sponsors was the decision ot Ford 
Motor Co. this week to wipe the 
$15.000-budgeted CBS ‘Ford Thea- 
tre’ off the radio books for keeps 
in tavor of embracing video exclu- 
sively Move follows on the heels 
of the Ford Dealers cancelling out 
the $25,000-a-week Fred = Allen 
show in order to plunge deeper 
into TV. Similar course has been 
taken by RCA. which is dropping 
the Robert Merrill-Boston Pops 
Sunday radio show on NBC, and 
Phileo, which will not replace the 
Bing Crosby stanza on ABC. but 
will concentrate on tele program- 
ming 

No small factor in the current 
programming upheaval and the 
“let's-keep-the - cheap - shows - and 
lop-off-the-costly-ones” philosophy 
has been the payoff from = such 
moderately-budgeted stanzas as 
“Crime Photographer.” “Godfrey's 
Talent Scouts,” “My Friend Irma.” 
“Our Miss Brooks,” etc.. all com- 
ing within the $6,000-$7.500 week- 
lv bracket. They've all spiraled 
into Top 15 Hooper prominence the 
past vear. overshadowing the more 
cost!y personality shows 

The number of top-budgeted 
showcasers parting company with 
sponsors is perhaps unprecedented. 
Al Jolson and his $16,000 “Music 
Hall’ NBC show is being topped: 
Ford and Ford Dealers call it quits 
with “Ford Theatre’ and Fred 
Allen. respectively; Burns & Allen 
exit the General Foods roster; 
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Available ! 


The Happy Kitchen, one 
of the Midwest's oldest and 
most popular women’s pro- 
grams, is conducted by Sally 
Baker, KMBC-KFRM Grad- 
uate Home Economist. 

This 9 a.m. week-day 
morning feature, on the air 
tor almost 15 years, has 
wide appeal and is deftly 
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Sally Baker 





od 








handled by Sally Baker. Her 
easy manner, informative 
household hints, recipes and 
food suggestions are of 








greac interest to Heart of | 
America listeners. | 

Satisfied sponsors of the | 
Happy Kitchen in the past | 
have included Allsweet 
Margarine, Nescafe, Knox | 
Gelatine,MasonJars,Norge | 
Refrigerators and others. | 

Contact us, or any Free | 
& Peters “Colonel” for 
availabilities! 
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Bristol-Myers broke off relations 
with Ed Gardner’s $13,000 ‘“Duffy’s 
Tavern” package, with Gardner 
insisting on a better deal; General 
Foods considers Jack Carson's $11,- 
000 a week Friday night program 
too costly in terms of the rating 
pavoff and is bowing out; Interna- 
tional Silver has dropped the $12,- 
500-budgeted Ozzie & Harriet show 
for reasons of economy. The $20.- 
000 a week Eddie Cantor show has 
been cancelled by Pabst (following 
failure to come to terms with the 
star on next season’s Radio-TV 
program setup: he balked at doing 
both TV and AM), with Pabst in 
turn buving Irving Brecher’s ‘Life 
of Riley,” which Procter & Gamble 
dropped as a coin-saving expedient 
In addition, Sealtest ‘National 


Jolson and Cantor 


Two of radio’s veteran top- 
coin comics, Al Jolson and 
Eddie Cantor, both parting 
company with their sponsors 
at the end of the current sea- 
son, may be back in the fall 
with drastically-revised  pro- 
grams in keeping with the 
trend toward low-budgeted 
shows 

In place of his present sea- 
son's $16.000-a-week show- 
case, Jolson may come to the 
post with a less costly pack- 
age with the accent on nos- 
talgia and songs, rather than 
comedy, permitting for a lop- 
off of top-coin scripters and 
supplementary talent fees 

Departing from his comedy 
package for which Pabst has 
been paying $20,000 a week, 
Cantor is playing with the 
idea of a program to show- 
case voung talent and bring 
it in under a $10,000 talent 
nut 








Dairies! has cancelled out of the 
$12,500 Thursday night NBC show 
for a less expensive package 
Before Paley’s Star Kick 

The sponsor-agency thinking rep- 
resents a major victory for the 
William S. Paley-inspired concept 
of low cost, house-built) program- 
ming—before Paley went on a star 
binge. This has been notably re- 
flected in the commercial payoffs 
from such properties as “Irma,” 
“Talent Scouts,” “Suspense.” 
“Crime Photographer.” “Miss 
Brooks,” and “Favorite Husband.’ 

If the bigtime stars envision a 
radio show in their future, it’s a 
certainty they'll have to shave their 
price and revamp their formats to 
permit for lopping off of $750- 
$1.000 a week writers and high- 
priced subsidiary talent. such as 
Oscar Levant sharing the No. 2 
spot as a permanent on the Jolson 
show, and the like. The trend, web 
and agency execs agree, will be 


toward programs featuring smaller 


bands, accenting situation comedies 
‘sans stars) and writers who are 
willing to come down in. their 
price 
Working Actors More Saleable 
On the theory that ‘a working 
star is always more saleable,” some 
of the top stars are already think- 
ing in terms of drastic format 
revamps to permit for cutrate at- 
tractions. They're all too familiar 
with such cases as Fanny Brice 
who, still clinging to her $14,000 
asking price for the ‘“‘Baby Snooks” 
' package, has been missing from the 
airlanes for the past two seasons. 
A breakdown of the Top 15 
Hooper shows in the newest release 
reveals that only five are in the 
$10,000 plus bracket. These include 
“Lux Radio Theatre,” Jack Benny, 
Fibber McGee & Molly, Bob Hope 
‘and “Hit Parade.” The remainder 
‘Irma.’ Walter Winchell, Dennis 
Day, Bob Hawk, “Talent Scouts.” 
“People are Funny,” Louella Par- 
sons, “Suspense,” “Crime Photo- 
grapher” and “Stop the Music” 
($3,500 per 15-minute segment)— 
all conform to the present “keep 
the cost down” concept. 





Pittsburgh — Bob Linville. for- 
merly of WWVA in Wheeling, 
W. Va.. has joined WCAE announc- 
ing staff. He was taken on when 
Carl Betz resigned to try his act- 
ing luck on Broadway. New Nancy 
Dixon on KQV beginning middle 
of June will be Cleda Clark. for- 
mer femme commentator and con- 
tinuity writer on WPIT. She re- 
places Rosalyn Kharfen, who mar- 
ried Dr. Zola Alpert last summer 
and wants to devote more time to 


, domesticity. 


Chi’s ‘Music for You’ 


Chicago, May 24. 

Singers Billy Leach and Elaine 
Rogers head up a new Sunday 30- 
minute variety show to be aired 
from WBBM over the CBS net, 
starting May 29. Time slot is 
3:30 p.m. (CDT). 

Sustainer program, titled “Music 
For You,” is written and produced 
by Skee Wolff. Skylarks quartet 
and Caesar Petrillo orch will back. 


Mpls. Station Takes Over 
Amus. Park Sat. Nights 
To Air 5 Half-Hour Shows 


Minneapolis, May 24 
WCCO has turned the trick oi 
taking over an entire amusement 
park for 2'2 hours on Saturday 


“ 


nights during the summer season 
to air five of its half-hour shows. 

Excelsior Amusement Park will 
be headquarters for five sponsored 
programs staged in the park’s pa- 
vilion, which seats 3,000. During 
the 2!2-hour series, park will close 
down all rides and lock up its 
roller coaster, which runs right by 
the pavilion. Deal was made after 
several WCCO spot moves to park 
last summer attracted huge crowds 
which stuck around to take advan 
tage of park facilities rest of the 
evening. 

Shows, which begin at 6 p.m., 
include two talent contests with 
Cedric Adams as emcee, two barn 
dance sessions with Bob De Haven, 
and musical session with Clellan 
Card as m.c. and Tony Grise, once 
an Arthur Godfrey winner, as vo- 
calist. 

Two of the shows. one Adams 
talent contest and the Card-Grise 
session, are transcribed at that 
| time for later broadeast. Stunt 
opened Saturday (21) and _ will 
continue through the summer. 





‘Today's TV Sets | 
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vision isn’t competitive “it wttl end 
up like radio in England.” 

Great opportunities in television 
to promote education were seen by 
Dr. Franklin Dunham. chief of the 
Radio Division, U. S. Office of Edu- 
cation, who said the medium sup- 
plies what has been lacking in 
radio. He cautioned against merely 
showing radio programs on video 
and urged that the demonstration 
advantage of teslevision be fully 
exploited. 


Who Owns the Sets? 


A remark by Dr. Paul F. Doug- 
lass, prexy of American University, 
moderator of the panel, that tele- 
vision receivers were largely in the 
hands of the wealthier people 
touched off a furry of debate. 
Eugene Thomas, general manager 
of video station WOIC in the Cap- 
ital, replied that present set own- 
ership actually represents a good 
cross section of the population 
William McAndrew, general man- 
ager of NBC's video station in 
Washingion, WNBW, — thereupon 
cited a survey showing 12°% of sets 
in the hands of low income people 
and 40°, in the moderate income 
group. 

Two participants in the panel 
agreed that the effect of television 
on reading, if any, will be bene- 
ficial. Mrs. Gladys M. Jeselsohn. 
of the Washington Booksellers 
Assn., said video is likely to stimu- 
late both writing and reading. 
Book reading. she said. goes in 
cycles Television, she thought, 
won't affect those cycles. 
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launched Mav 16 when the puppet 
appeared on the steps of the Capi- 
tol in Washington, D.C... with Vice- 
President Alben W. Barkley and 
other top Government officials in 
connection with “IL Am an Ameri- 
can Day.” Stunt was covered by 
both video and newsreel cameras 
Stone is now planning also to take 
the Howdy Doody show on the 
road for live origination from other 
NBC-TYV stations outside N_Y. 
Dick Doan has been upped from 
publicity and promotion chiet of 
Martin Stone Associates to ad- 
ministrative head of the firm. Bud 
Brandt, Doan’s assistant heretofore. 


jtakes over as publicity director. 





——$$___ 





CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 








Toronto—Jack Cooke, operator 
of CKEY, Toronto, has been signed 
as consultant to CKCO, Ottawa, 
and will advise on programming 
and sales. Plans call tor a bigger 
staff and complete reorganization, 
to commence May 30. No change 
in ownership of the Ottawa station, 
according to Cooke, who is now 
daily commuting by plane between 
the two cities. 





Seattle — Gordon Tuell. presi- 
dent of Seattle AFRA local, has 
been elected president of the West 
Seattle Rotary Club Bill Ward 
now handling all night record show 
on KING, 12 midnight to 6 a.m. 


Newark, N. J.—AIl offices of 
WAAT moving this week into 
Mosque theatre building excepting 
programming, continuity and trat- 
fic which stay in Sheraton Hotel 
building where formerly quartered 
WAAT and WATV_ now have 
studios also in Mosque Theatre 
building, which is owned by the 
operating company. 

Detroit—Michigan Drive-In The- 
atre Assn. is dickering with Tony 
Weitzel and W.JR over sponsorship 
of his five-minute chatter pro- 
gram Monday through Friday. Pro- 
gram now is sustaining Associa- 
tion commercials would stress ad- 
vantages of drive-ins for families. 


Nashville—Jud Collins, WSM 
special events man, has just re- 
turned from Ft. Bragg, N. C., where 
he spent four days with Army 
forces on “Operation Tarheel.” 
Collins made a series of record- 
ings recounting actual scenes and 
waxing actual sounds of the simu- 
lated battles involving ‘‘Agressor” 
and defending forces. Units of 
the 3d Army, 82nd Airborne, 3d 
Cavalry and other outfits were in- 
volved. Broadcast was aired Fri- 
day (20). 

San Antonio— William P. 
Smythe, commercial and sales pro- 
motion manager has also been 
named general manager of KCOR. 
Charles F. Harris, tormerly han- 
dling the post of manager has been 
named vice-president of KCOR, 
Inc. 





Pampa, Tex.—Ken Palmer, pro- 
gram director for KPDN_ since 
1947, has been named manager for 
the outlet replacing John Michel, 
who has resigned to become man- 
ager of KTRY, Bastrop, La. 

Chicago—W XRT (FM) will spend 
its full schedule on classical mu- 
sic, starting May 30. Station for- 
merly devoted daytime hours to 
in-store broadcasting for Chi gro- 
cery chain. 

Seattle — Art Gerbel, Jr., sales 
manager of K.JR, ABC outlet here. 
has been appointed to the Sales 
Managers’ Executive Committee of 
the NAB by Justin Miller. 


Chicago — WOAK “(FM) cele- 
brated its first anni last week with 
an FCC authorization to move 
from class A status to class B. 

San Antonio Tennessee Coal. 
fron and Railroad Co., subsidiary 
of U. S. Steel. has renewed spon- 


/sorship of “Market Reports with 


Henry Howell” over WOAI for an- 
other year. as of May 30. The 
company has sponsored the pro- 
gram on Monday, Wednesday and 
Fridays without a break since 
December, 1946. 


St. Joseph, Mo.—Bill Orum is 
the new sports director at KFEQ. 
He Joined the station in time to 
begin broadcasts of the play-by- 
play reports on the St. Joe Cardi- 
nal’s baseball games. Plan is for 
him to continue to handle sports 
events, later taking up football 
and basketball in season, 

_ Chicago — WJJD has started a 
five-minute weekly commentary 


by Congressman Sid Yates (D.. 
Il.) titled “Washington Story.” 


Program will be transcribed in | 


Washington and flown to Chi each 
week. Public servicer will be re- 
aired at a later time by WMOR. 

San Francisco — Sanford Spill- 
man is new director of KPIX, suc- 
ceeding Keith Kerby, whose resig- 
nation was announced recently. 
Spillman joined the KSFO staff in 
1939 as news editor, writer and an- 
nouncer. 

Cleveland Graybar Electric Co 
has signed a 30-minute Monday- 
through-Friday 9 am. home visit 
by Bob Ledyard and_ his wife 
Rena. Couple will visit some se- 
lected home, on the basis of in- 


vitations, and join the hosts plus 
some picked guests in a halt-hour 
kibitz entitled “Breakfast Party.” 


Cleveland—WTAM’s men bowl. 
ers won the inter-station howling 
league. Stations now are prepar- 
ing tor their annual baseball league 
play with WGAR, defending 
champs, meeting WJW in opening 
match, June 14. 


Houston—Corwin Riddell. w.k 
newscaster is now being heard 
twice daily as newscaster for 
KTRH and KTRH-FM Riddell 
was formerly with WOAIL and 
KABC, San Antonio 


Pittsburgh—Breakfast Cheer cof. 
fee has renewed “Songs You Love 
to Hear” on KDKA tor another 
year Half-hour musicale every 
Monday evening at 7:30 features 
Johnny Kirby and Barbara Lee 
Owens, singers; Russ Merritt on 
the piano; Johnny Mitchell at the 
organ and announcer Paul Shan- 
non WMCK in McKeesport has 
installed a line at Bill Green’s 
nitery and carries half-hour of 
music nightly, trom 11:30 to mid- 
night, by name bands playing that 
spot Stephanie Diamond’s Radio 
Reporter program on KDKA Mon- 
day evenings at 6:15 has faded for 
the summer. Show was a quarter- 
hour of buildup tor KDKA fea- 
tures Carl Betz. WCAE = an- 
nouncer and a graduate of the 
Carnegie Tech drama school, has 
resigned from the station to try hig 
acting luck on Broadway. 


Seattle—Radio people here will 
take over the newly-remodeled 
Washington State Press Club June 
10 for a “Radio Night.” Committee 
planning the party, which will fea- 
ture town’s leading air personali- 
ties, includes Lincoln Miller, KXA; 
Bill Ward, KING: George Dean, 
KOMO: Maitland Jordan, KR, and 
Bob Kilpatrick, KXA. 


New Tele Biz 


New series for golters debuted 
Monday (23) with pros Jimmy 
Hines and Johnny Revolta in 30 
minutes once weekly via WGN-TV, 
Chicago Series is sponsored by 
Andrews ahd Mission Hills golf 
clubs through Herbert Laufman & 
Associates, Chi, and will feature 
guest golfers and young woman 
taking complete instructions in in- 
stallments. Czerwiec Lumber Co. 
will pick up tab for first half of 
Friday boxing matches for 19 
weeks, placed direct. 

RCA Victor Chi distributors will 
sponsor Ernie Simon’s “Curbstone 
Cutup” 15 minutes, Monday- 














| Wednesday-Friday sidewalk inter- 


view show, for 13 weeks. Al Paul 
Leston agency, Chi, handles. 

Hudson Motors, in television 
debut, has picked up sponsorship 
of the Telenews-INS daily news- 
reel over WJBK-TV, Detroit. Ten- 
minute reel, to be aired Mondays 
through Fridays at 10 p.m., will be 
augmented by five minutes of local 
news. Agency is Brooks, Smith, 
French & Dorvrance. 

Snow Crop Marketers has been 
added to sponsor list on WJZ-TV's 
new daytime © stanza, “Market 
Melodies.” Maxon ag -ncy placed 
the 13-week contract. 





———— 





“At the risk of being repetitioas, 
we'd fike to recommend once again, 
‘What Makes You Viek?"” 

Sournal, Portland, Oregon. 


"WHAT MAKES“, °* 
YOU TICK?” 


lod, 

For Ivory Flakes J | / |™ ” 
CBS, Mon. thru Fri. MD a rei a 
took i 


2:45-3 P.M. 
With JOHN K. M. McCAFFERY 


Written and Directed by 


ADDISON SMITH 
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WBKB, CHI, HAS PUPPET 
SUB FOR ‘KUKLA’ EXIT 


Chicago, May 24. 

WBKB will replace “Kula, Fran 
and Ollie” with another puppet 
rogram for kids after the Burr 
Tilistrom creation moves to NCB- 
TV this fall. New show is Les 
Weinrott production, presently un- 
dergoing secret rehearsals under 
direction of Bill Balaban. 

Format will be a Hollywood set- 
ting with plots laid out by scripters 
in contrast to the Tillstrom ad lib 
style WBKB is grooming the 
show for CBS-TV. 


Siihee Wayne Co. Drops 
Bid for WGL Purchase 


Fort Wayne, May 24 
The Anthony Wayne Radio Co 


Inc.. has withdrawn its bid for 
WGL, Fort Wayne. owned by 
Farnsworth Television and Radio 


Co., leaving the way clear for pur- 
chase of the station by the News- 
Sentinel Broadcasting Co., Ine., 
only other contender for the prop- 
erty. Although Farnsworth is be- 
ing sold to International Telephone 
and Telegraph Corp., the radio sta- 
tion. owned by Farnsworth since 
1944. is not included in the deal. 
Withdrawal of Anthony Wayne 
firm was authorized by the FCC in 


Oh, Wandering One 


Detroit. Mav 24. 
_Is_ television a_ substitute 
for a conscience? WWJ-TV 
is wondering. For the past 


five months its public service 
program, “Bureau of Missing 
Persons,” has been proving’ 
that video can be used as an 
effective medium in enlisting 
the aid of civic-minded view- 
ers. 

In three cases. according to 
Sgt. Dorothy Kenyon of the 
Detroit police dept.. the loca- 
tion of missing persons was di- 
rectly attributed to the tele- 
cast of photographs of the in- 


dividuals The show also has 
played an indirect part in al- 
most a dozen other cases 

But the full conscience- 
power of television was not 
realized until last week when 
the picture of a gentleman 
missing for four davs, was 
flashed on the screen A cus- 
tomer in a tavern. who had 


been watching the screen half- 


heartedly, sat bolt upright. 
“That's, me.” he yelled. “But, 
I’m not missing!” He was 


home within 15 minutes. 


ABC. NBC MULL SHARING 
EMPIRE ST. BLDG. SITE 


Top brass of ABC and NBC have 





‘Who Said That?’ Gets 
Cincy Spread for AVCO 


Cincinnati, May 24. 

tere for a showcasing at a@ na- 
tional sales powwow of. distribu- 
tors of tele and radio sets and re- 
frigerators made by their tagger, 
the Crosley division of Avco, panel 
members of the “Who Said That?” 
NBC video quizzer, doubled Mon- 
day (23) in a special show on 
WLW-T, also an Avco holding, as 
a fund-raiser for local mentally 
handicapped children 


Regulars on hand were Ilka 
Chase, actress and author: George 
E. Allen, former Reconstruction 


Finance Corp. chief: Milton Caniff 
cartoonist: Earl Wilson, columnist 
and Robert Trout. emcee 


Talent was accompanied bv Cecil 
Carmichael of the Benton & Bowles 
agency, paying his first visit to 
Cincy since 1942 when he resigned 
as publicity and exploitation direc 
tor of WLW to join the NBC pro 
motion department in New York 


PHILLY’S TELE ASSN. 
ELECTS BERNSOHN HEAD 


Philadelphia, May 24 
Bernsohn,. T\ 
RCA - Victor 


Television 


Al W 


director 


publicity 
for Was 
elected president” of 


Associates of Philadelphia at a 


Tele Chatter 











New York 


Museum of Modern Art screened 
Media Productions “Stronger” 
Sunday night (22), marking the first 
time it has scheduled a film made 
especially for television in its reg- 


ular Sunday night series Mar- 
jorie Shields now scripting com- 
mercials for Sunset Appliance 


Stores on wrestling and the “Sport 
of Call show over WPIX 

Martha Rountree’'s “Leave It to the 
Girls” replacing “Lambs Gambol” 


for General Foods in the Sunday 


night at 8 slot over NBC-TYV, start 
ing Sunday (29 Number of Du 
Mont performers scheduled to ap 
pear at the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars’ fair June 1 at Darien, Conn 
including Dennis James, Vincent 


Lopez, Alan Logan trio with vocal- 
ist Sue Benjamin, Kathi Norris, 
announcer Don Russell and golf 
pro Johnny Farrell Campbell- 
Ewald’s N. Y. tele department has 
upped publication of its “Tele- 
topics,” designed to inform agency 
personnel and other agency offices 
on TV, to a semi-monthly schedule 

CBS-TV veepee J. L. Von 
Volkenburg left for the Coast Mon 


day (23) to onceover the web's op 
erations there “Benny Rubin 
Show.” which took over the Friday 


summer audience. Abraham _ §&. 
Ginnes, “Paynes” packager, has 
been pacted for another 13-week 


cycle of his ‘Family Closeup” series 
on ABC, which will resume on the 





web Sept. 11 Bennett Cerf be- 
ing auditioned for several new TV 
literary quiz shows. 
Hollywood 

“Make Me Sing It” goes twice 
weekly over KLAC-T\ starting 
this week KFI-TV has picked 
up five national advertisers during 
the past week International 
Sound Technicians will definitely 
set up a separate wage scale for 


television film producers though 
exact method has yet to be de- 
cided upon William Cameron 
Menzies has been named consult- 


ant of scenic production on all live 


shows over KTTV. Edward “Ted” 
Haworth will join station as pro- 
duction facilities head Ranche 
Soups will not pick up “Rancho 
Newsreel” being telensed = over 
KTLA, when contract runs out in 
June. Can't sell soup in summer 

Lott Video Productions has 


completed a 10-minute telefilm for 
Malibu realty group for $950 

KTTV has abandoned the filming 
of spot commercials in its own stu- 
dios with staff personnel. Idea was 
a convenience to adver- 











Washington. Firm sought dismissal been parleving for several weeks meeting held Wednesday (18) in night at 9 slot four weeks ago with conceived 
of its application following denial on the possibility of WJZ-TV shar- the Jake Mestre Vote He suc- an 8.3 Hooper, now up to 14.8 tisers but outlet couldn't put work 
of an amendment which would add ing WNBC-TV’s transmitter site ; tide Mage Fil erinter Ke Englund ©" film any cheaper than studios, 
six local stockholders to the firm. atop the Empire State Building, ceeds Kenneth W a. ws Fa rote oe pee ee el Ge gers os 
WGL is an affiliate of NBC. N. Y.. Network foppers confirmed WFIL-TV sales. who was named eas for ‘widne “The Spice of Life.” ; 
om _ — the fact “ ge have = chairman of the board of gover- for fall. Kenyon & Eckhardt in- Chicago 
xs ; - ¢ he ' 8oIng on, but said they are still “in nors. terested. Jack Gibney out as producer- 
Fireworks Due at Chi the exploratory stage.” Association, organized last year, Gene Hamilton is sprouting director of ABC-TV's “Sones Cir- 
Video Council Meet Should the site-sharing material- includes TV directors of agencies,| whiskers for a new jazz stanza cus,” with Phil Patton and Greg 
ee: ; ize, it would open the wavy for production and technical heads of “Music Lovers Inc.”. which is ex- Garrison taking over his chores 
Chicago, May 24. other New York video outlets to loeal video stations and members, pected to bow on ABC-TV Vern Brooks, operations directo: of 
Phonevision, plus Zenith’s latest install their antennas on the build- of the trade press covering the Johnny Olsen, who does 18 shows WGN-TV, and Norman Felton, tele 
needling in the ‘“‘obsolescene” skir-. ing. Move would be a boon to. industry. Other officers named 8 week, is a TV commuter, flying producer for WNBQ, in TV sympo- 
mish, is expected to attract a heavy | viewers, it is felt. because the sky- include Hal Lamb, v.p. of Geare- '© Chi, weekly for his Kleenex sium staged by American Federa- 
turnout for the Wednesday (25) scraper is the highest point in the Marston agency; James Tabor, eo RF ge ge 7 a a tion of Arts convention. Ad exec 
meeting of the Chi Television area, allowing for a clear signal, sec’y, Richard A.- Foley Agency, atime” dan” A “ Richard ee ee ee . — 
Council. H. C. Bonfig, Zenith Corp. | In addition, the fact that all chan- and Mrs. Billie Farren, treas Rawls, ABC-TV operations topper, pation oF gg ee Per yy sidy jeere 
veepee in charge of sales, is sked- nels were beamed from one point Elected to the board of governors addressed Wilmington, Del., Lions for screening June 17. will feature 
ded for the main talk. would make orientation of receiv- for 1949-50 term were E. E. Rogers, ; last eve (Tues.). Johnny Olsen as emcee. James 
Besides po-nting up the latest ing antennas easier, with better Gray and Rogers; Edward A John Wanamaker’s has decided Saphier package will be handled 
developments on ==Phonevision, reception resulting. While NBC- | Davies, Dick Strome TV; Martin: against a summer hiatus for “The by Foote, Cone & Belding agency 
Commander Eugene McDonald, TV's antenna would remain at the Katz, WCAU-TV sales: James D.. Growing Paynes.” which is being for Kleenex Ruthrauff & Ryan 
Jr.'s controversial pay-as-you-go de-| tip of mooring mast. the other sta- McLean, Philco Corp.; R. J. Bow- aired on 18 DuMont = stations. tele director Fran Harris on New 
vice, Bonfig will fire the latest gun, tions’ equipment could be installed’ ley. WPTZ chief engineer, and Sponsor feels the package has York visit previous to exiting from 
in the ultra-high frequency fight. on the sides of the building Maurie Orodenker. enough drawing power to hold a Chi office 
+ Se SN a $$$ $$$ —— __——[—$ $$$ —— _ —-——— = — —— 


Du Mont is selling television—the medium of today ond tomorrow. 


if yeu cre leeching checd to o future in televi: 
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DUMONT HAS NO 


AILING MOTHER-IN-LAW 


The Du Mont Television Network is unottoched. 


lt got where it is with no help from radio, and is under no 


compulsion to support radio in its declining yeors. 


The tosk of upholding the fading glories of deod yesterday 


is left to those who ore stuck with it. 
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Band Business Speculates on Stand 
By Petrillo to Bar Foreign Outhts 


| 
| 





Booking agency executives and + 
personal managers 
bandleaders who have international 
reputations do not understand the 
James C. 


of top-name 


consistent refusal of 
Petrillo and the American Federa 
Musicians to allow foreign 


Ss 


tion of 


musicians into the U. as a means 
of opening border’ barriers’ to 
ther countries. They had hoped 


that the AFM’'s okaving of an Eng 


lish symphony orch to visit this 
country, in a sort of exchange at 
rangement via which the Phila 
delphia Orchestra is now in Eng 
land, would be the lever that 
would pry the situation open tor 
jazz and commercial outfits But 


the refusal of the British Musicians 
Union to allow Benny Goodman in 
to England because the AFM will 
not reciprocate, doesn’t indicate a 
soitening attitude. 

U. S. musikers do not 
borders closed to them 
the European continent ts 
them, plus most of South America 
But the countries that do allow 
entry without regard to the AFM’s 
attitude toward foreign musicians 
are not desirable for varying 
reasons, most of them monetary 
England looked upon choice 
for many name bandleaders of this 
country. That was proven, if proot 
were necessary, by the tremendous 


all 


ot 


find 
Viost 


open to 


as 


1S as 


interest by British music fans in 
Glenn Miller’s U. S. Air Force 
band when that combo was there 
during the war, and in the Sam 
Donahue Navy band, originally ba 
torned bv Shaw. 

Agents and managers feel that 
opening the way toward trips bys 
U. S. bands through England and 
other European countries is par 
ticularly desirable right now. The 
band business in the U. S. is at a 
low ebb anyway, and the foreign 


bookings would expand the scope 
of activity. Many of the top names 
have worn their reps pretty thin 
in the U. S., because they've been 
around too long and no new names 
have come up to replace them 
They'd be fresh attractions in Eng 
land and Europe and, by the same 
token, it’s felt, top foreign bands 
could brighten the U.S. band situ 
ation by injecting that 
“atmsophere.” 


foreign 


SHAW TO MAKE IST 


POP DISKS FOR COL. 


Artie Shaw will make his first | 
recordings for Columbia Records 
Corp.’s pop division next week, | 
under the contract he signed with | 
the diskery a couple months ago 
under which he’s to record for | 
both pop and Masterworks. He'll 
do a string of standards with a 
band of undisclosed size. He al- 
ready has cut his first items for 
CRC’s classical division. 

Standards Shaw made for RCA- | 


Victor when he was with that 
company are the mainstay of his 
Victor catalog. Sales of his Vic- 


tor sides are still heftv enough to 
have paid him royalties in six fig- 
ures last year. 

Shaw, incidentally, will take to 
the road this fall with a 43-piece 
concert orchestra which will play 
the music of American composers. 
Within the 43-piece outfit he'll 
use an 18-piece swing band similar 
to the one which made his Victor 
sides, and his Gramercy Five 
jump combo. 


Cugat Sued for 306 


In Santiago on Pact 
Santiago, Chile, May 17 

Xavier Cugat is being sued for 
$30,000 damages by the impresario 
of the Rosedale auditorium. who 
claims that the bandleader failed 
to work with the 25 American mu- 
sicians for which he contracted 
Cugat used 21 U.S. musicians and 
filled in with three local sidemen 
It’s also claimed that Cugat failed 
to play the full engagement. Orch 
leader countered with charges that 
union regulations forced him to cut 
the booking short. 

Cugat left Chile for the Embassy 
Club in Lima, Peru, after putting 
up guarantees to settle any deci- 
sion in the suit. Orch will follow 
with a six-week booking in Brazil 
and then will hop to Europe tor 
engagements in Paris, London, Bel- 
gium, Spain and Switzerland. 


FUFPFOE+C+O++SE HOS FEF FFFEFFFOEFEFEFESESECE FEF SFP EPPOOOOOH 


television 


Seal Level 


Current hassle between 
broadcasters 


the 
and 


the American Society of Com- 


posers, 
e 


and 
level 


Authors 


rs reached seal 


week 


Frank K 
ke\ 


l 


Young & 


Rubicam producet 
Telford had hired Shar- 
the seal for a spot on last 


Publish- 
last 


Thursday night’s (19) “Bige- 
ow Show.” It was to finish 
ip doing a duet with Jerry 
Mahoney, ventro Paul Win- 


( 
t 
( 


t 


sult, 


dummy, on 
Man.” Tune, 
yne the seal knew, 
rolled by ASCAP 
Telford was 


‘hell's 
he Sailor 
Is con 
As a 


forced ts 


“Popeye, 
only 


re- 


have the mammal fake a pub- 


With 


domain song, 
the Light Brown 
ASCAP tune was 


ic 


“Jeannie 
Hair.” 
ruled out 


since the show is kinescoped, 


to 
on 
have 
the 


shown two weeks late 
stations, which 
brought them out 


June 1 deadline in 


be 
11 


- 
would 
after 
force 


at that time. Unfortunate part 
of the affair was that the dead- 


line was extended last Thutrs- 
dav afternoon to June 15 but 
Telford had already put the 
show into rehearsal. 





PRF-PLANNING POLICY 
INSTITUTED BY DECCA 


Hollywood, May 24. 


more 
product. 
“We've 


Says, 


Decea 
careful 


settled down 
pre-planning 
according to Dave 
Fone back to selling,” 
“and we want nothing 


has 
of 


top-grade material.” 


huddle before any 


to 


pains 
doesn't 


is 


ot 


There is now 


Kapp 
going to 
if a 
right 


the grooy 


be waxed by Decca 
s company also 
of re-recording 
come off just 
holding back on 

new 


IS 


to 


a 
its 


Kapp 


he 
but 


a conference table 
record is chosen 
Savas 


the 


platter 
Decca 
‘ing 
tunes until the product of 


other companies can be assaved. 
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. 2BETY,_1) Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


me i‘; en aaa ze ‘: { Vaughn Monroe Victor 
1. RIDERS IN THE SKY (5) (Morris) ....... pbhccasntnanets tee pm arid 
{| Perry Como ......... Victor 

) a ” , . © x ‘ 
2. “A” YOU'RE ADORABLE (5) (Laurel)...............24. tte Meee. °°" Galena 
. ‘ maar (Vera Lymn ....sa London 
3. AGAIN (10) (Robbins) pee Tere eS Cee Vic Damone........ Mercury 
weg venal a . { Whiting-Mercer ....... Capitol 
4. BABY IT’S COLD OUTSIDE (3) (Melrose).................. )Shore-Clark ....cese. Columbia 
5. RED ROSES FOR BLUE LADY (14) (Mills)................. ) Vaughn Monroe ........ Victor 
}Guy Lombardo....... Decca 
6. FOREVER AND EVER (5) Robbins) irdnensesan (Gracie Fields. .......5. London 
tl 2) a os: Victor 
7. CRUISING DOWN THE RIVER (15) (Spitzer).............., ) Russ Morgan........... a 
ge oe M-G-M 
8. CARELESS HANDS (3) (Melrose)..................... } Sammy” Kaye Victor 
ee? Pet PONS. «v4.00 45505 Capitol 
9, I DON’T SEE ME (1) (Laurel ..... epee bocce eee. ‘Gordon Jenkins....... Decca 
oe ** Perry: Como. «..icesscas Victor 
10. SO IN LOVE (5) (TV. B. Harms) ...................... | Bing Crosby.......... Decca 
“**"" 1) Dinah Shore......... Columbia 


FAR AWAY PLACES (Laurel 


SOME ENCHANTED EVENING (Chappell) 


NEED YOU (Choice) 


LOVE ME, LOVE ME, LOVE ME (Miller) 
PORTRAIT OF JENNIE (Chappell 
COMME CI COMME CA (Leeds) 


WONDERFUL GUY 


CANDY KISSES (Hill & Range) 


SO TIRED (Glenmore) 


HOW IT LIES (Morris) 


MERRY GO ROUND WALTZ (Shapiro-B) 


SOMEONE LIKE YOU 


(Chappell 


eee 


eeeceeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeseseseesner 


Cap Folds Brooklyn 


Branch in Economy 


Hollywood, May 24. 
Capitol Records has staked out 


the first of expected economy 
moves. Company is folding 
its Brooklyn record-distributing 


branch and in the future will serv- 
ice the entire metropolitan N. Y. 
area from its Manhattan distrib 
point. 

Bob Besley, who ran the Brook- 
lyn counters, will be retained by 
Cap in another capacity. 


Cap Switching D.C. 
Distrib Setup 


Capitol Records intends drop- 
pong its owned and operated dis- 
tributing point in Washington, 
D. C. Bill Hill, exee of the com- 
pany’s New York headquarters, 
was in D. C. yesterday (Tuesday) 
setting the plans under which Nel- 
son & Co., indie distrib who han- 
dies Cap sides in Baltimore, will 
tak® over the operation of the D.C 
outlet. 

Cap’s move insofar as the Wash- 
ington branch is concerned may in- 
dicate a general switch by the com- 


pany to outside distributors. Cap’s 
business, as with all other major 
and minor diskeries, is down and 
owned and operated distributing 
points are a costly drain under 
such circumstances. 


Capitol’s only dispersal points in 
the east not directly controlled by 
the company, are in Providence, 
Svracuse and Baltimore. These 
independersly owned operations 
were set up originally to hasten 
the flow of disks from owned and 
operated branches in nearby cities, 
and 


such as Washington, Buffalo 
Boston. 

Decca Signs Carless 

Decca Records has added Dor- 
othy Carless, English songstress, 
to its talent list. She cut her first 
side with Dick Haymes in New 
York last week 

Singer is the wife of actor 
Henry Hull, Jr. 


Second G roup 


oo. | Bing Crosby «ic... Decca 

aC UPETTYy® LOMB: ovicdawas Victor 

a \ Perry Como ...... Victor 

‘Cl eae (Frank Sinatra. ....... Columbia 

CES DOE EDD Sew Ewe Stafford-MacRae ...... Capitol 

re {Eddy Howard ........ Mercury 

ETE Ea Sammy K@e.......... Victor 

re $HEETOCCCGseebeciates «6a Cele é-se,4 04 eee 
errr ree ebeebecies )}Tony Martin.............Vietor 
' | Dick Haymes Decca 

kwh een ‘ Tele tr errs Tere Margaret Whiting ..... Capitol 
oseee Coeeeeeeeseessseses ‘ Eddy Howard Mercury 
—e | Johnny Mercer Capitol 

{ Russ Mergan Tree Decca 


TRUE TO YOU IN MY FASHION (T. B. Harms) 


YOU BROKE YOUR PROMISE (Pic) 


1 DIDN'T KNOW GUN LOADED (Lewis) 
YOU, YOU, YOU ARE THE ONE (Campbell) 


EVERYWHERE YOU GO (Lombardo) 


’ (Figures tn parentheses tndicate number of weel 
SEPOSCSSSOE TES KFEFE EFFEC DAA Ahaaanne 


sees ceeae es | Bing Crosby. ........... Decca 
ES Rees 8 ae. | 5 Capitol 
ee i Guy Lombardo Decca 
"" | Art Mooney............ M-G-M 

(Harms) Ace bee ened soseees ce Pe ree eee tsetes ai Capitol 
(Doris Day seeeee.. Columbia 

eT Tere Dinah Shore oseess- Columbia 
enadieesateuse. Paula Watson........ Supreme 

/Kay Starr 4 ‘ Capitol 

eT rr Tee or Betsy Gay... ..ccccices Capitol 

Soe reeseeeeseses. Ames Bros vas Coral 
ee }Guy Lombardo....... Decca 
“"*" | Doris Day Columbia 











“t Kay Starr 


‘Ss song has been in the Top 10.) + 
++ THOOPFEFFOFO++ FOE eo rereseesecsy | 


Guy Lombardo “Four Winds and 
Seven Seas’-“When My Dream 
Boat Comes Home” (Decca). Lom- 
bardo’s cutting of “Four Winds is 
not the equal of Sammy Kaye's 
(Victor), but it, too, clearly. indi- 
cates the sales potentialities In the 


new ballad. It’s finely turned by 
the band and the vocal Is smartly 
done by Don Rodney, one ot the 
writers of the melody. Flipover 


brings up a standard, a solid side 


that should be in all libraries of 
{.ombardo material. Jimmy) Brown 
vocals. 


Skitch Henderson “How Many Is 
Der of Ya’’-"Pattern In Lace 
(Capitol). Henderson and Capitol 
seem to be getting as silly as Harry 
James and Columbia with his re- 
cent “Hatsville” release. Hender- 
son’s initial side doesn’t require 
anv imagination to see it banned 
from disk jock shows and othet 


avenues of exploitation. If there 
were any reason for its release 
there’d be some excuse. Reverse 


is a singularly cute, light, tastils 
arranged and played instrumental. 

Blue Barron “I Had My Heart 
Set on You”’-“There’s Yes Yes in 
Your Eyes” (M-G-M). Barron’s 
disking of “Heart” is expected to 
deliver big things. It's a good 
novelty-type tune played with a 
lilt and vocalled by the entire band 
Real b.o. punch, however, 1s In the 
reverse, an oldie that gets the same 
sort of treatment and is a much 
superior melody. It has a solid 
chance to hit. 

Elliot Lawrence * Gigolette ’ 
“Blevation’” (Columbia). “Gigo- 
lette” side is an interbsting piece 
of music that’s unlikely to reach 
hit status. but is, nevertheless, well 
worth jock programming. Well 
arranged and played, the side 
would have been much more 
powerful as a straight instru- 
mental: Jack Hunter’s vocal dis- 
turbs the mood. 2Zeverse is a hot 
instrumental! with bop overtones 
that rocks and rides solidly. 

Ella Fitzgerald “Lover's Gold’- 
‘Black Coffee” (Decca). “Gold” is 
another tune from which big things 
are expected. Could be, but there 
doesn’t seem to be real b.o. power 


in it: it’s a twin to last year’s 
“Nature Bov”’ melody. Miss Fitz- 
gerald cuts it smartly, with lush 
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Capitol 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By BERNIE WOODS 
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background under G 
10 
Jenkins baton. If the tune —— 
this disk does, too. ; 7 


“Black Coffee” 
fa ‘s : ee 
is a mood plece excellently turned 
by the singer. It'll be played 
often, but won't hit big. ’ 


George Shearing Quintette “Sep. 


tember in the Rain’’-"‘Bo 

33 : P, L 
and Listen” (M-G-M). Blind ay 
ist George Shearing’s smal] group 


promises, on these recordings, tg 
become a combination to be reck- 
oned with. His “September” side 
is swell, tasty light jazz with a 
commercial tinge backed by an ex. 


cellent medium beat teverse ig 
not as good, rather monotonous 
but still holds interest ' 


Martha Tilton “Take Me Back”. 


“Ballin? The Jack” (Capitol). A 
new duo of Capitol singers, Miss 
Tilton and Derwin make a good 


combination. Their first two Sides 


are good, though neither is likely 
to hit hard. “Take” is a corny 


thing in good dance tempo that’s 
cute listening; it'll fill anybody's 
program needs. “Jack.” a medium- 
beat item, clicks smoothly for them 
and gets good Frank DeVol backing. 

Jack Kilty “Weddin’ Day”-"Youy 
Told a Lie’ (M-G-M). Kilty makes 
good disks with almost any sort of 


material. These two sides. both 
good tunes, are very well done. 
Kilty’s strong and flexible voice is 


bolstered by the Highlanders, vocal 
group, and Buddy Weed’s orches- 
tra Both are entertaining and 
zood fare for jocks and jukes 


Platter Pointers 


“Swiss Lullaby.” a good-sound- 
ing tune, is nicely handled by Dick 
Thomas (Decca); he gets a lot out 
of “Queen of the Poconos,” too. , 
Decca reissued Woody Herman’s “[ 
Ain't Got Nothin’ But the Blues” 
and “It Must Be Jelly” on Coral 
King Records’ Al Grant does a nice 
job on “Lover's Gold” with Leon 
Merian’s orchestra “In the 
Spring of the Year” turns up as a 


fine tune by Joe Graydon (Coral) 
with Four Hits and Miss Lee 
Richardson’s string of standards 


(DeLuxe) continues in solid groove 
with “When the Sun Comes Out” 

Helen Lee, ex-Larry Clinton 
vocalist. singling on Bullet disks; 
her “Cabaret” and “Gotta Love 
You Tull | Die” both good Hoagy 
Carmichael’s gravel throat smooths 
out “I've Been Hit” nicely for jock 
uses (Decca) Two-Ton  Baker’s 
vocal bounce makes a_ listenable 
side out of “Beautiful Blonde From 
Bashtul Bend” (Mercury) Mary 
Kaye Trio struggles hard to ape 
Red Ingle’s Capitol hit, “Timtay- 


shun,” with “I’m In the Mood for 
Love’ (Columbia), but it’s too 
obviously affected Kate Smith 


injects crooner tricks into her “A 
Million Miles Away,” a good side. 

Standout western, polka, race, 
hillbilly, ete. “Blues Stay Away 
From My Door,’ Curley Kinsey 
(Mercury): “It's Wrong to Love 
You Like I Do,” Cowboy Copas 
(King); “Morning Star Polka,” 
Romy Gosz Band (Coral); “If I Ever 
Find You Baby,” Buddy Johnson 
(Decea): “Too Proud to Cry,” Bud 
Hobbs (M-G-M):; “It'll Make a 
Change in Business,” Lonnie Glos- 
son (Mercury). 


COLUMBIA FLATTERY 
SLASHING PERSONNEL 


Hollywood, May 24. 

Morty Palitz, Columbia Records 
recording chief here, has been re- 
leased from his job in an economy 
move by the platéery. Ben Selvin, 
Coast head of Col’s office, will take 
Palitz’ duties continue 
with his own administrative work. 

Decision was decreed by Mannie 
Sacks. Col’s v.p. in charge of pop- 
plattering. Word from there Is that 
there will be a large slashing of 
personnel all around. Sales are 
down about 30° under correspond- 
ing period of last year. 


over and 


Batoneer Ventura Into 
Pix Distrib in Germany 


Paris, May IL. 
Bandleader Ray Ventura, who 
already is in the film biz here, 4 
well as being a music publisher, v 
going into film distribution in Get- 
many. Besides Ventura, the firm 
includes Georges Amon and Wolt- 


gang Schmidt, latter with lons 
UFA experience, who will head 
operations. 

An office has already bee 


. : ii re 
opened in Munich and cronteigg otd 
being planned for Hamburs. Du 
seldorf and possibly Franktuct 
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AFM, AGVA Heading for Showdown cry T 


n Variety Acts That Play Music 


May 24 
Musi- 
showdown 


Va- 


Chicago, 

American Federation of 
heading for a 
Guild of 
over vaude and nitery 
perform music as part 
This info was bluntly 

booking agency repre- 
here last week. who 


cians 1S 
with the American 
riety Artist: 
turns that 

of their act 
relayed to 
sentatives 


were called into meeting by ex- 
ecutives of Chi Local 10 of the 
AFM. 

Agents were warned that the 
AFM will suspend the license and 
expel any one of their seatapeipe r 


found guilty of recommending tha 

a musical act playing vaude o1 
nightclubs should join AGVA. At 
the same time, Local 10 toppers 
told agents that any actor using 
a bonafide musical instrument in 
his turn must be or become a 
member of the AFM, or else. It 


was not explained what will hap 
pen if a turn Is already a membe! 
of AGVA and is forced to join the 
AFM 

Booking agents do not like the 
position in which they have been 
placed by the AFM and AGVA 
Battle for jurisdiction over musi- 
cal acts between the two unions 
has been at the skirmishing stage 
for some time and the agents are 
in the middle. 

AGVA, of course, demands that 
anv act playing vaude or niteries 
hold an AGVA ecard. Now the 
AFM says that any act using a 
musical instrument must hold an 
AFM card, and it’s implied they 


AGVA. There 
rep 


cannot pay dues-to 
are many turns whose b.o. 


Was 


gained through musical channels 
but not completely based on 
music For example, Nellie 
Lutcher, a recording name, Muss 
Lutcher plays piano and _ sings 


the agents 
they don't 
position of 
rules 


Who has 
want to 
want to be 
deciding. with retaliatory 

threatening from either side. 


ie Je Bi 
1-Niter Payoff 


May 24. 


jurisdiction, 
know? And 
put in the 


Hollywood, 


Spike Jones’ new policy of 
spreading out his one-nighters is 
paying off. according to the 
maestro. Jones feels that by 
stretching the playdates over a 
large area, each engagement will 
have a bigger audience to draw 
from Jones thinks that the 
$1.112.313 gross obtained in his 
recent concert tour of 124 stands 
in 101 cities to be a direct result 


of the new policy. 


Jones’ share of the gross was 
$599 200. After a $7.000 weekly 
payroll, 10° to Musie Corp. of 
America plus traveling expenses, 
Jones’ corporation, Arena Stars. 
Inc.. grossed around $600.000 
During the 19,000-mile trek, Jones 


used two sleepers and a baggage 
car which brought travel expenses 
to a $700 daily average. However. 
Jones saved considerably on hotel 
costs since the outfit lived aboard 
the trains. In only three towns, 
Where two-nighters were played, 
were hotels used. 

Jones taped his 
Cola show throughout 
Which brings in an additional 
$13.000 weekly. He's now re- 
hearsing for a June 6 stand at the 


regular Coca- 
the tour 


Curran theatre, San Francisco. 
He gets 70° of the gross on that 
Stand. 


Sued in Chi on ‘Lifts’ 


aa Chicago, May 24. 

Chree recording companies were 
sued in Chi federal district court 
last week by the Mars Music Pub- 
lishing Co.. which charged that 
they recorded songs lifted from its 
Catalog. 

Suit Records re- 
and Cap- 
“Just 


claims Apollo 
corded “Atlantic Jump” 
Itol and MGM_ diskeries, 
Reminiscing.” 


+¢——_— ee — 


Musicians Battle 
Cal. Band S 


Hollvw 


that its me 


Subsidy 
ood, May 24 
Complaint 


mbers 


would be hit by unemployment if 


a State band subsidy goes 


41 
) : 
nmrougn 


has been voiced to the California 


legislature by Local 47. American 
Federation of Musicians Bill be 
fore the Senate introduced — by 
Senator Jack Tenny, calls for ap- 


propriation of 
Local 47 is 
band that 
at state 
events 


$15.000 
against 
could be 
fall s, 
and 


the idea of a 
used to play 
concerts, political 
tours of California. 


RCA in Switch On 
Pops—Making Em 
As Hillbilly Items 


RCA-\ 


Into 


ictor Is going whole-hog 


the reverse switch of record 


ing pop hit tunes as hillbilly items 


months it has been most- 
opposite—recording 
making western, hill 
even race material. with 
pop artists. Victor did 
with its rivals. But it 
heavily for cutting 
hillbilly and western 
artists in that category 

For example, Victor has ready 
for release a version of “Baby, 
It’s Cold Outside.” cut by Dottie 
Carter and Homer & Jethro, a hill 
billy combination unknown in the 
pop field. Disk was made with spe- 
cial lvrics added to the original 
lines, by permission of Frank Loes- 
ser, tune’s writer. Company also 
has a western version of “Riders 
in the Skv” by the Sons of the 
Pioneers, backed by another new 
tune from which big things are 
expected in the pop field—‘Room 
Full of Roses.’ Both, of course, are 
sagebrush-flavored. But “Riders,” 
for example. has made its heaviest 
hit in the pop. field, Victor's 
Vaughn Monroe disking having 
moved very close this week to the 
1.000.000 mark in copies shipped. 
“Room. Full of Roses” was made as 
a pop side for Victor by Sammy 
Kaye's orchestra. 


Glen Isle Casino May 


Forego Names If Policy 
NG With Thornhill 


Glen Island Casino, New Ro- 
chelle, N. Y.. may dispense with 
its name band policy this season 
after it plays Claude Thornhill’s 
orchestra for four weeks, opening 
June 3. It’s possible that after 
Thornhill clears out the spot will 
combinations of 10 


In recent 
lv the 
nies took to 
billy, and 
top-name 
that along 
also is going 
pop hits as 
sides with 


compa 


use non-name 
or 12 pieces to supply dance music. 
If that heppens, it will be the first 
{ime since Glen Island incubated 
such past bo. giants as Glen 
Gray's Casa Lomans, Larry Clin- 
ton and Glenn Miller, that it will 
have eased off the name band idea 

During the war, and every sea- 
son since, Glen Isle has had a 
struggle. High prices for suitable 
names were claimed as the cause 
of its difficulties. combined with 


tne lack of drawing power of 
those bands signed. This vear, the 
spot opens May 26 with Paul 
Sparr’s 10-piece orchestra, which 
holds until Thornhill arrives If 
Thornhill doesn't produce big 
business it’s very likely the spot 
will pick up additional non-name 
outfits for the remainder of the 
season 

Ernest J “Bud” Wendell. 
W.IMO. Cleveland. disk jockey. has 


added to his chores by becoming 
an account executive and 
of Bing & Hass Agency's television 


and radio activities, 


director 


EADIEA 
BAND BUGINEoD 


Band 
flexible again in so far as 


but 











prices are 
known secondary’ b.o. names 
re concerned, and many bo 
agents and managers feel 


trend will, by the end of the sun 


fel bring about a steadier band 
business. Not since the middle of 
the war have. prices on certain 
bands ranged so widely 

An example of what's occurring 
in the lagging band field is in the 
prices being taken for one national- 
lv Known combo now on the road 
This group has plaved and_ is 
booked for college dates at $2.000 
and $1.750 night) ana it Is at 
cepting as low as $400 guarantees 
fol promotion  one-nighters to 
break jumps or just to fill what 
might otherwise be lavoff date 
The figures are guaged to main 
tain a certain income over a seven 
dav period And those $400 jobs 
are Just as valuable to help pay 


transportation costs, more so in the 


event that a band would rather lav 
off than work for that kind of 
money 

Top Names at Top Prices 

The inclination by many maes 
fros to take what can be gotten on 
certain nights of the week rather 
than insist on a set price has been 
rare. until recently, since the start 
of the war. Before that it was a 
common practice. However. top 
name combos are still rigidly ad- 


regard 
And, as are 


hering to price quotations 
less of circumstances 


sult, they find themselves with 
open dates or play for promoters 
on forced guarantees. In too many 
of the latter cases singular bo 
brodies have been taken bv names 
expected to do business. Promoters 
paving high guarantees must hike 
admission prices in an effort to 
recover the coin—and high prices 
just aren't being paid by music 
fans in the hinterlands. Some of 
the best name maestros in the 
country have found that out. re- 
cently. 

Bookings for summer spots are 
good. The full quota of seasonal 


operations are buving. But’s that’s 
no assurance that business will be 
good. B. O. results in recent weeks 
on the top and lesser names have 
been spoitv. The best have turned 
up sour results nearly as often as 


they did well. And promoters and 
some agents insist the high-price 
factor is to blame. It’s felt that 


until the best names come down in 
price when it’s necessary, as their 
lower-rated contemporaries are do- 


ing. the band biz will be unsettled 

Cencert-stvle dates bv name 
ban. 3. incidentally. are said to be 
a dead b.o. issue. It’s felt that the 
lack of interest is due to the fact 
that interpreting pop music for 
sitting fans isn’t enough entertain- 
ment at the prices asked ‘up to 
$3.60). 


BUDDY RICH JOINS 
BROWN AS SIDEMAN 


Buddy Rich goes back to being 
a sideman in a couple weeks, when 
he joins Les Brown's orchestra at 


the Palladium ballroom, Hollvy- 
vood, and thereafter hits the road 
with the outfit Rich signed an 
agreement with Brown, through 


the latter’s manager, Joe Glaser, 
head of Associated Booking Corp.. 
which will keep Rich with the out- 


fit a minimum of 13 weeks at $450 
per. At the end of that time. he 
may return to maestroing under 
Glaser’s management 

Rich, perhaps the highest paid 
sideman in the history of the 


name band business while he 


Was 


with Tommy Dorsey ‘$900 weekly) 
has had several bands since he 
left T.D. to go on his own He 
did very well when he first organ- 
ized his own combo. but thereafter 
found bookings tough due to the 
jazz stvle of his combo His last 
outfit was a bop band that was 
broken up after a run at the 
Clique Club. N. Y Since then 
Rich has been singling and at one 


time was considering doing a 


,vaude single. 


LESSER NAMES’ FLEXIBLE PRICES 





Settlement Prospects Brighter As 
ASCAP, TV Continue Negotiations 


etn ea ae en —_ 
> ' irre ‘ ‘ 
Peony Park, Omaha, 
Sets Dorsey Bands 
Omaha. Mav 24 
Peony Park has orked out a 
deal for name bands and network 
remotes for the summer Alreaa\ 
signed are the Tommy Dorsev and 
the Jimmy Dorsey bands They 
and others will do one-nighters at 
the Park’s Roval Grove and the 
remotes will be over station WOW 
for NBC 
Old Gold's Ted Mack amateur 
show plaved to 5,000) pavees at 


Wednesday 


Vinerican 


Ak-Sar-Ben Coliseum 
18) Omaha Post of 


Legion sponsored 


Deccas New 


A8c Disk Eyes 
35¢ Market 


Decca Records’ new 49¢ Vocalion 
label seems designed to get in on 
the floor that the 35c¢ labels——Var 
siiv, Hi-Tone and Spotlight—have 


had to themselves for months 


And that’s in the marketing of 
tunes that already are established 
hits, cul by artists who are 


familiar if not outstanding names 

Decca has completed its first Vo 
calion Issue and it will be on the 
stands by June 6 It consists of 
Bill Harrington who replaces 
Frank Sinatra on the Lucky Strike 
“Hit Parade.” doing “Some En 
chanted Evening’ -Bali Ha‘i;” Alan 
Holmes orchestra ‘Need You’ 
“Five Foot Two Song Spinners 
“Riders In the Skvy’’-“Careless 
Hands: “Rov Ross orchestra, “For 
ever and Ever’-“Everywhere You 
Go.’ and “Merry-Go-Round Waltz” 
“Blue Skirt Waltz:’’ Mervin Shriner 
(Hillbilly). “Lovesick Blues’-I’m 
Biting My Fingernails Thinking of 
You;:” Ike Carpenter orch. ‘Won- 
derful Guy’-"Don’t Cry, Cry 
Baby:” Jimmy Selph Chillbilly), 
“Don't Rob Another Man's Castle”- 
Candy Kisses: Andy Kirk orch, 
“Hucklebuck’-‘Close Your Eves:” 
Harry Babbitt and Allen Sisters, 
“A You're Acorable’-“Baby, It's 
Cold Outside.” 

Decca isn't saying. but it’s im 
plied the talent involved is draw- 
ing flat salaries for the cutting of 
the tunes. At 49¢ for the disks 
rovalties are unlikely. 


Songwriter Pluggers 


Key to MPCE Snar! 
With Pubs on Pact 


Musie Publishers Contact Em- 
plovees union. stirred up music 
publisher bosses last week with a 


request that an additional sentence 
be inserted in Paragraph 9 of the 
recently formulated contract be- 
tween them. Pubs generally won't 
agree to it 

The paragraph decrees that pub- 
lishers shall not emplov songwrit- 
ers to plug tunes unless they are 
MPCE members. However, writers 
plugging their own works are not 
disturbed. MPCE wants a sentence 
added to that which would make it 
clear that a pub cannot utilize the 
plugging activities of a songwriter 
in lieu of the services of an MPCE 
member. That's all right, but the 
MPCE wants to be the judge of 
whether a songwriter is being used 
to displace a union man and, if it 
thinks so, that the publisher agree 
to obligate himself to order the 
writer to desist 

Pubs feel that agreeing to the 
clause would give the MPCE too 
much power in determining the line 
over which a songwriter might 
step 
Music Supply Corp. 
conduct a publishing 
York. 


Coronet 
chartered to 
} business in New 


Possibilities are good that a 


settlement might be reached De- 


tween the American Society ol 
Composers Authors and Publ - 
ers and the television networks be 
fore the new-extende¢ pune 15 
deadiine fo! the removal of 
ASCAP tunes from video \S¢ 
director board convenes for its et 
ular monthiv meeting tomorrow 
Phursday ane it's expected that 
an offer made late last week by the 


network reps will be placed before 
the board for consideration This 
offer is asserted not to be com 
pletely satisfactory, but it is better 
than the last one made by the Na- 
tional Assn. of Broadcasters nego 
tlating committee to the Societys 


tele committee. which was rejected 


In extending the d 
June 1 to 
tele in a bad position 


eadline from 


ASCAP had 


and it could 


June 15 


have exerted pressure. Okay for 
the extension was viven Thursda\ 
19 morning nd the telecasters 
had to have it in order to be free 
to plan ASCAP music for shows 
that evenings atter which” they 
were kinescoped for later showing 
in the midwest and Coast areas 
Without the extension ASCAP 
tunes would have been ineligible 
for use on shows already planned 


and they would have had to be re 
constructed 

ASCAP has had other meetings 
with the video men since Talks 
are being handled by ASCAP exec 
utives and = individual network 
heads Only member of tele’s 
original NAB negotiating commit- 
tee still participating in the talks 

Theodore C. Streibert. president 
of WOR, New York, and chairman 
of the Mutual network's board 
ASCAP’s substiution of its exee 


group for its negotiating commit 


tee is deliberate 

consist of, for 
ASCAP: Fred Ahlert, Society prez 
Dick Murray. Oscar Hammerstein 
Il, Stanley Adams, Herman Fink 
lestein, attorney For tele, theres 
Streibert. Charles R. Denny 
v.p. of NBC: Joseph H. Ream, exee 
v.p.. CBS; Mark Woods, ABC net 
prez; Mortimer Loewi. DuMont 
network chief. 


Committees 


exec 


Kenton Discusses 
Batonning Again 


Hollywood. May 24 
Stan Kenton huddled with Milt 
Krasnv, head of General Artists 


Corp.’s local office, Monday (23) 
over his future. It’s expected that 
eventually he will return to the 
band bus Kenton recently 
got back to the Coast after a long 
vacation trip to South America 
Kenton broke up his band some 
months ago after blasting booking 
agencies for their failure to pro- 
vide suitable location spots for 
jazz bands to work. It was his idea 
then that a string of “street-level 


iness 


not basement” spots could be 
profitably operated to cater to jazz 
of the type his band and others 
feature. 7 

Kenton also has been rumored 
often as going into the study of 
psychiatry. In fact. after he broke 
up his band the last time he was 
said to be heading into the study 
of medicine, which many of his 


friends and fans accepted as mean- 
ing psychiatry. 


Ethel Smith's Click 


Mav 18 
organist 
Theatre 


Brussels. 
Smith, American 
after her ABC 
Thursday ‘12'. will give 
performance for the 
at the Roval Palace 


Ethel 
and disker. 
click here 
a command 
Prince Regent 


Friday (20). Miss Smith's Decca 
recording of such tunes as “Tico 
Tico.” “Brazil.” “Just One of Those 
Things, The Breeze and 1.” 
“Hora Staccato.” et proved a 
great advance agent here. 

Also on the bill with Miss Smith 
at the ABC is French singer Tino 


+» Rossi. 


ke 2 ee 








Wednesday, May 25, 

















Tune in “The Sammy Kaye Showroom” 


on the air for Chrysler-Plymouth 





Vocal by 


TONY ALAMO 
and 
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Clarinetist Blows Up | 


Rule Chaining Network 
Musicians to Jobs 


Hollywood, May 24. 
From now on musicians don't 
have to be retained for an entire 
season if they play on three con- 
secutive network commercial pro- 
grams, and they can also quit their 
jobs when they please. That ruling 
has followed a clash between Gn 
u 


Cates, veteran clarinetist, and 
sicians’ Local 47, a battle won bys 
the windjammer. 

Law had been made by the local 


Jast December, after numerous 
members charged they were being 
hired and fired too frequently at 
whims of those in charge 01 
commercial programs. No network, 
ad agency or programming execu- 
tive had questioned the ruling un- 
til Cates took up the cudgel when 
he became leader on the Lum'n 
Abner airshow. 

He was nixed by Local 47 when 
he requested the right to make a 
few changes in personnel. But he 
wouldn’t take “no.” Instead, he 
whipped out a copy of the contract 
between the American Federation 


the 


of Musicians and the four net- 
works, signed last year. Clause in 
the contract says that an = orch 
Jeader can switch members at his 
own discretion. Local 47's board 
agreed that Cates had ’em 


Rule now scrapped provided that 
a musician who had worked three 
shows couldn’t be dropped without 
serious grounds and a union trial 
board hearing, for 39 weeks (it 
show took a summer layoff), or 52 
weeks if the show ran the whole 
year. There was also a provision 
that no sideman or orch manager, 
after working three consecutive 
broadcasts, could quit summarily. 





Temple Song Co. chartered to 


conduct a music publishing busi- 
ness in New York, with a capita! 
stock of 200 shares, no par value 








Keep your fans: bopRY : 


with low-cost=. 
‘POST | 


NU TONE < enaos 


on. beautiful KROMEKOTE 


Qu vantity 
\, ono 
2. goo { 
2.Q00 11.09 
4.090 9.29 
5,000 8.9 
10,000 


superb ‘ 

7 to 59 words ¢ 
mp 

Jretiverys - 

Send order 
sawples- 


Postcard Reproductions 


Fort Wayne, Indiana 


12.00 
a 


reproduction 








THE RIGHT GIRL 
FOR ME 


From M-G-M's “‘TAKE ME 
OUT TO THE BALL GAME 


recorded by 
SAMMY KAYE 
GORDON MacRAE 
FRANK SINATRA 
DERRY FALLIGANT 


RCA Victor 
Capitol 


Columbia 











As Everlasting a Melody as STAR DUST 


THe DREAM of OLWEN 


- MILLS MUSIC, INC. 


, 1619 Broatwuy. New York 19,-Na¥ 





RARE RECORDINGS 


Gertrude Lawrence, Fred and Adele 
Astaire, Tallulah Bankhead, Jean 
itarlow, Norma Shearer—and = hun- 
dreds of other extremely rare siage 
and sereen recordings are avuilable at 








BOVUK & RECORD sttor 
822 Madison Ave. (68th St.) 
New ork City. RE, 737-1810 
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pede ‘B | | > 
VARIETY E lo|% 
es = a|/0)]- 
Survey of retail disk best nn = =sliloati¢ 
sellers, based on reports ob- r; Blslo| Y Be) so]. 
tained from leading stores tn a io | 0 a |e | 3 |B - 
ee ee ee ola |e | e|s le | >, 
11 cities and showing coim- =| ¢ wi 2| & = £ a | S| a | T 
parative sales rating for this 2 lel3s|3io] 2 o;/S' &|/4|/O | O 
and last week. py eis ' Sia/S i444] elelgs T 
rT) i o|& < @ N = ' @ ro) a | 
> So 16 a -i@i1 TIS 10 lal g | A 
~ _ — | } 
sis r o|M | ak riwvigi @ 
Endi Ola iligialdisiiililis| 
National Week n Ing (iS l(/Blaeivy lei i82le2l2ielal P 
Rating - | | l »ifie O 5 4 1 | O 
MAY 21 elsfEl lig fi e/S12 2/1) 5 
-” |; © << i) e a Be | 4 < =| wey N 
This Last 4 = y: z “leigsi§silelgs Ss T 
wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title Ziolinignliavl&Eionizialzia! s 
: VAUGHN MONROE (Victor) 
1 1 “Riders in the Sky” 1 1 1 1 1 1 ; 1 5. 1 1 104 
= GORDON JENKINS (Decca) 
2 2 “Again” 5 2 6 2 2 2 47 
me PERRY COMO (Victor! 
3 4 “Some Enchanted Evening”... ... ee 4 3 2. _ 2 ; 9 . 43 
q RUSS MORGAN (Decca) 
4 2 “Forever and Ever” w+. 9 eee, Sa 5  * 1 6 _ 36 
: D. SHORE-B. CLARK (Columbia) a 
5 “Baby, It’s Cold Outside” oe i 4 i al | a ity a 5 - 25 
~ PERRY COMO (Victor) 
6 7 “Bali Ha’i” ot Se 4 me 
; ~ RUSS MORGAN (Decca) 
7 2 “Cruising Down the River” oo | ae 3 > 5 an da a 
Sit ~ PERRY COMO (Victor) 
8 5 **A’—-You’re Adorable” 7 3 4 = 8 22 
- ~ MEL TORME (Capitol) 
9 12 “Again” = - 7 2 21 
iri ~ JO STAFFORD-G. MacRAE (Capitol) 
10 8 ** *A’__- Youre Adorable” poor wes and ie 1b : 5 6 6 7 ee ee ; 20) 
RAY BOLGER (Decca) 
11 14 “Once in Love With Amy” 5 5 "7 a ee a 7 19 
G. JENKINS-STARDUSTERS (Decca) 
12 6 “I Don’t See Me in Your Eyes” 6 7 2 10 ae ee ; 18 
7 M. WHITING-J. MERCER (Capitol) 
13A “Baby, It’s Cold Outside” Pa = 2 4 7 ey ae 16 
BING CROSBY (Decca) 
13B 69 “Some Enchanted Evening” 4 ; 3 ; i - 16 
PERRY COMO (Victor) a 
14 11 “Forever and Ever” 8 _ 9 ; - ot _ 3 ; ta 
BILLY ECKSTINE (M-G-M) 
15A “A New Shade of Blues” 2 ee a 9 
MEL TORME (Capitol) ; 
1I5B 15 “Careless Hands” 10 8 6 - - 9 
FRANKIE YANKOVIC (Columbia) : 
15C 16 “Blue Skirt Waltz” 2 4 
GORDON MacRAE (Capitol) —_ 
16A 13 “So in Love” 5 9 3 
DORIS DAY (Columbia) — 
16B = ae I Could Be With You” 7 7 8 
ART MOONEY (M-G-M) OO - 
16C = * Again” 3 8 
3LUE BARRON (M-G-M) ane eae a 
16D 1 8 “WwW ho’s Girl Are You?” 3 8 
PEGGY LEE (Capitol) — ee a 
17A 18 “Bali Ha’i" 4 ‘ 7 
~ FRAN WARREN | Victor) ee 
17B “A Wonderful Guy” 4 x 7 
SAMMY KAYE (Victor) — ee - ~— ae 
- 7C =? “Kiss 1 Me Sweet” + ars, SySR ce in 4 oe 7 
1 | 2 3 4 5 
FIVE TOP | sovuts paciric | kiss Me, KATE MANHATTAN TO MOTHER CONNECTICUT 
5 4 c | Breed c TOWERS Edd ' YANKEE 
A a B U M S ee Fen, ene See Gordon Jenkins y Arnold Bing Crosby 
Columbia Columbia Decca Victor Decca 
Disk Best Sellers by Companies 
(Based on Points Earned) 
No. of | No. of 
Label Records Points Label Records Points 
i ere 7 220: Columbia ............ . 3 4? 
DOCCA <2 cic bseccoseccess 6 159 | M-G-M 3 25 
Capitol 6 81 








Upbeat 
New York 


Cosy Cole replaced ailing Sid- 
ney Catlett with Louis Armstrong's 


small jazz combo ... Shep Fields 
signed new agreement with Gen- 
eral Artists Corp. . Evelyn 
Knight got gold disk from Decca 
marking millionth copy of “Little 
Bird Told Me,” though disk has 
gone well over that figure 


Junior Daniels signed by Discovery 
Records Dick Himber signed 
to play Shamrock hotel, Houston, 
opening June 23 as bandleader, 
his first batoning stint in months; 
more interested in magic . Co- 
lumbia Microgroove equipment be- 
ing used by 652 radio stations . 
Tex Beneke orchestra to cut tran- 
scriptions for NBC Thesaurus . . 
Jacqueline Lehrich to do special 
promotion for Cora! Records .. . 
Milton Saunders orchestra held 
over at Tavern-On-Green, making 
isn otf 20 weeks. 





Chicago 
Saxie Dowell giving up band to 
go into band and tune promotion 
in Chi . Lionel Hampton docs 
one-nighter -in Indianapolis June 


p37 .. . Charlie Ventura into 666 
Club. June 13, for five days . 


Art Mooney into Chi territory July 
7-9 . . . Phil Spitalny tentatively 


set for Riverside theatre, Milwau- 
kee, June 16, for a week ... Louis 
Armstrong into Silhouette, May 27. 
for 10 days... Disk jock Bill 
Evans’ “Wax and Needle Show” 
taking a summer hiatus, and _ re- 
turns to WCFL in August... Del 
Courtney in Muehlebach hotel, 
Kansas City, June 1. for two weeks 


Art Kassel skedded for Troca- 
Henderson, Ky.. July 29, for 
weeks Jimmy Feather- 
currently at Trionon  ball- 
room, back there in August for 
four weeks, on six-dav-a-week set- 
up instead of current five Tony 
Pastor set for 


dero. 
tour 
stone, 


Martinique Gardens, 
new southside outdoor spot, June 
15. followed by Sherman Hayes, 
June 21; Del Courtney, July 3, and 
Hal Melntvre, July 8 Henry 
Brandon into Schroeder hotel. 
Milwaukee, June 14-July 3... 
Fred Benson, Ray Anthony's man- 
ager, In town setting up midwest 
dates Carbon Copies Trio into 
Buvette Club. Rockford, Tl.. Mav 
24... Leigh Barron, pianist, going 
into eighth month at Sheraton 
hotel! Another disk jockey 
show tentatively set for Chicago 
theatre, June 24... Jimmy Hil- 
liard, recording head of Coral 


Records, back from Gotham, with 
tentative plans to move his Chi of- 
fice to New York 





Hollywood 7 





Peter Lind Hayes set for Cocoa- 
nut Grove starting Aug. 2, for 
four weeks . Judy Canova plays 
the Mississippi Valley Fair in! 
July Dorothy Chase doing 
four-weeker at the Chase hotel, 
St. Louis. Chirp’s next date will 


be Mark 
Annette 


Hopkins, San Francisco. 
Warren into “Salute to 
Gershwin,” which opened _ last 
night (24) at Cocoanut Grove . 
Dick Haymes set for two- night 
stand at Warners theatre, Atlantic 
City (28-29) . , Blasco Music Co. 
will bring out “Buy A Bond.” by 
Lew Quadling . Leigh Harline 
assigned to score “The Big Steal” 
at RKO. 

Ralph Maxhimer in as caller for 
square dancing Sunday afternoons 
at the Palladium . Dick Haymes 
set for one week at Baltimore Hip- 
podrome June 2, doing stint he’s 
owed the house since 1942. when 
he cancelled out to take 20th film 
contract Mercury releasing 
Benay Venuta’s “He's a Devil” and 
“Be My Baby Bumblebee” (24) . 
Jack Smith and Frand De Vol 
transcribed BBC interviews for 
British broadcasts 
their arrival in London July 13. 


in advance of . 


| 


| Retail Distribs jh 


Micro Players As 
| Bonus to Disk Buyers 


cases giving away to record buyer 
‘the new low-price 3314 rpm Micro. 
groove players being made for Co. 
‘lumbia Records by VM, Inc. Chi. 
cago manufacturer. In many other 
cases record stores are Siving the 


machines as bonus items with the 


purchase of. a certain number of 
LP disks Not many are selling 
them, according to a brief survey 
in the east. - 

Columbia ships the turntables. 


which are capable of playing al} of 
the LP disks from seven to 12-in¢e h. 
to distributors at $8.85 each. which 


is about what they cost to make 
Distribs are passing them on to 
retailers at the same price in some 
instances and with a few cents 
»yrofit in others From there on, 
the pieces are the retailers’ own 
baby. They can be given aw; ay or 


handled as above. Columbia has 
quoted no prices for them in ads 
aimed at the i tcasenes 


3 INDIES FACE ACTION 
ON PUB ROYALTIES 


Exclusive, 
record labels 
selves on the 
court action 
royalty coin 
on disk sales. 
tuted by Harry 
and trustee 

Exclusive, a Coast firm, hasn’t 
paid pubs for two quarters and has 
not forwarded statements. Tops, 
another Coast indie, is in a similar 
position. Coleman is operated by 
the Coleman 3ros., Newark. 
There’s no inkling of how much 
coin is involved Fox wants an 
accounting. 


Tops and Coleman 
each found them- 
defensive end of a 
last week to recover 
due music publishers 
Actions were insti- 
fox, pubs’ agent 





Que 





ABC MUSIC CORP. 


799 7th Ave- New York 











Ever Welcome Pops 


CARMEN LOMBARDO’S 


SNUGGLED ON 
YOUR SHOULDER 


FEIST 

















LAUREL "MUSIC ae) 
1619. Broadway, New 


SAVE !! 


SUMMER TUXEDOES 


Direct from 
Manufacturer 


$20.00 


RICHARD WILLIAMS, INC. 


43 West 23rd Street 
New York 10, N. Y. 
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‘RH’ Logging System 


Richard Himber’s new deveiopment in logging broadcast perform 
ances lists tunes in the survey, based on four major network schedules. 
They are compiled on the basis of 1 point for sustaining instrumental; 
2 points for sustaining vocal; 3 for commercial instrumental; 4 for | 
commercial vocal, respectively, in each of the 3 rrajor territories, New 
York, Chicago and Coast. For example, a Commercial Vocal in all | 
three territories counts 12 Added to these totals is the listener ratings 
of commercial shows. The first group consists of the top 30 songs. 

Week of Friday, May 13 to Thursday, May 19. 


Songs 
A Chapter In My Life Called Mary 
Again—* Road House” 


A Wonderful Guy—**‘South Pacific 


«a"—You're Adorable 

Bali Ha’i—**South Pacific” 
Candy Mignes .... 220+. seeccees 
Careless Hands 

Comme Ci Comme Ca 

Don’t Cry. Cry Baby 

Everywhere You Go 
Five Foot Two, Eyes of Blue 
Forever and Ever 
Havin’ a Wonderful 


How It Lies 
Hurry Hurry Hurry 
It’s a Big Wide Wonderful World 


Kiss Me Sweet 


My One & Only Highland Fling—**Barkieys of Broadway”. H. 


Portrait of Jennie 

Powder Your Face With Sunshine 
Red Roses For a Blue Lady 

Riders in the Sky 
Some Enchanted 
Someone Like 
Someone To Love 
Sunflower 


Evening—*“South 


The Little Old Church Near Leicester Square 
The Streets of Laredo—i"Streets of Laredo” 


Underneath the Linden Tree 
You Broke Your Promise 


Wish—7“Sorrowful 


You—t"‘My Dream Is Yours” 


Publishers 
Shapiro-B 
Robbins 
Williamson 
Laurel 
Williamson 
Hill & Range 
Melrose 
Leeds 

Santly 
Lombardo 
Feist 

Robbins 
Paramount 
Morris 
Drever 
BMI 
Advanced 
Warren 
Chappell 
Lombardo 
Mills 

Morris 
Williamson 
Harms 
Warren Pub. 
Paramount 
Oxford 
Famous 
LaSalle 

Pic 


Jones” 


Pacific” 


The remaining 20 songs, based on Richard Himber’s new development 


in logging broadcast performances. 
Always True to You In My Fashion—**Kiss Me Kate” jh 


Because You Love Me 
Cabaret ; ; Sates 
Coca Roca ; 

Cruising Down the River 


I Didn’t Know the Gun Was Loaded TT 
If I Could Be With You—?‘"‘Flamingo Road”... 


lll String Along With You 
Johnny Get Your Girl .. 
Love Me, Love Me, Love Me 


My Dream Is Yours—*‘‘My Dream Is Yours” 
Ouce and For Always—?*“Connecticut 


Put Your Shoes On Lucy... 
So In Love—*“*Kiss Me Kate”’ 


The Beautiful Blonde From Bashful Bend— 
The Right Girl For Me—‘‘‘Take Me Out to the Ballgame” 


Three Wishes ete 
While the Angelus Was Ringing 
While We're Young ; 
You’re Mine 
} Filmusical. 
San Antonio Guitarist Held 
San Antonio, May 24. 
_ Morris Grant (Lucky) Ford was 
in the custody here of the FBI fol- 
lowing his arrest on a charge of 
violating the Selective Service Act. 
He has been a guitarist in a local 
band. 


PUT YO 
SHOES ON 
LUCY 


* Legit Musical. 












BOURNE. INC. 
799 7th Ave. New York 








DON'T SEE ME 
IN YOUR EYES 
ANYMORE 


LAUREL MUSIC CO. 








1619 .Broadway, -New York 














THE LITTLE OLD 
CHURCH NEAR 
LEICESTER 

SQUARE 


OXFORD MUSIC-CORP, .3 







1619 Broadway, New York 


COT” 


B. Harms 
Remick 
Duchess 

United 
Spitzer 
Lewis 
Remick 

Witmark 
Bourne 

Miller 

Witmark 

Melrose 

Bourne 
Harms 
Miller 

Robbins 

Herbert 


Yankee” 


T. B 
‘Beautiful Blonde” 


Melody Lane 

Tre Regent 

TeCr ee eT TC Se eee Tee Porgie 
Napoleon to Nick’s, N.Y. 
Phil Napoleon's Original Mem- 
phis Five opens at Nick’s, New 
York jazz spot, May 26. Group 
will follow the same format as 
that of the Memphis Five organ- 


ized about 25 years ago. 

Outfit, scheduled for an indefi- 
nite stay, Napoleon, 
Frank Signorelli, Spargo, 
Jack Fay, Andy Russo and Phil 
Olivelli. Negotiations are on for 
remotes three nights a week over 


includes 
Tony 


WOR, N.Y. 


vaste 
Best British Sheet Sellers | 


(Week ending May 14) 

London, May 16. 
12th Street Rag Chappell 
Lavender Blue sos tien cee 
Powder Your Face. .Chappell 
Faraway Places ... Leeds 
Shady Nook....Keith Prowse 
On the 5:45 Strauss-Miller 


Red Roses Wright 
Can’t Buy Killarney. . Maurice 
Strawberry Moon Kassner 
Put Shoes on Lucy Gay 
Put ‘em in a Box Connelly 
Cuckoo Waltz Keith P 
Second 12 

Wedding Lilli Marlene B&C 
It's Magie Connelly 
Behind the Clouds Feldman 
Heart Loch Lomond Unit 
When You're in Love Wood 
Candy Kisses Chappell 
Dreams Come True Wright 
Clopin Clopant..Latin Ame) 
Forever and Ever. F.D. & H 
Beautiful Eves Leeds 
Slow Boat to China Chappell 

Fox 


Like Being in Love 


? 
NEEDN’T BE MUSICIANS 
Hollywood, Mav 24 

Square dance callers don’t have 
to join the Musicians Union. ae- 
cording to ruling of Local 47 here 
Western band leaders had asked for 
ruling. 


Callers do not play 
and therefore needn't 





Instruments, 
belong 





Band Review 





CARMEN CAVALLARO ORCH. 

(15) 
With Bob Lido, Cavaliers (4) 
Astor Roof, New York 

Carmen Cavallaro has stepped 
down a considerable distance off 
that concert stage he’s been on for | 
the past couple of years and as a 
result he’s playing prettier for the 
people, not to mention for the bo 
It isn’t so long ago that Caval- 
laro wouldn’t have been caught on 
anv bandstand tickling his keys 
with “Candy Kisses” and tunes of 
that ilk, but he’s doing that and 
other types of melodies that round 


out the performance of any cur- 
rent band that caters to the dance, 
on the Astor Roof, which he 
opened for the season last week 

Using 15 men —four sax. three 
trumpets, five strings, three 
rhythm, bellwethered by his own 
always” tastefully played and 
gently touched piano, Cavallaro is 
doing a good job. There's enter- 


tainment in the combo, too, from 
the Cavaliers, a quartet of vocaliz- 
ing musicians grouped around Bob 
Lido, a nice looking guy who han- 


dles solo chores with good poise 
and voice. 
In short, Cavallaro is a_ good 


dance-beat buy, now that he's off 
that concert kick and back in Tin 
Pan Alley. And when he does get 
serious with ‘‘Warsaw Concerto” 
and other of his outstandingly- 
plaved longhair arrangements, the 
impact of the latter is that much 
greater. Wood. 





Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


Covers Total 

Weeks Past Covers 

Band Hotel Played Week On Date 
Eddy Duchin* Waldorf (400; $2) ..... ccoe FY Ree. T1885 
Nat Brandwynne*. New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50)...... 4 850 4.325 
Lawrence Welk Roosevelt (400; $1.50-$2)........ 9 975 10.425 
Statler (450; $1. 50-82). ...4 08508 5 1,300 6,650 


Eddy Howard 
* Waldorf, Morton Downey; New Yorker, ice revue. 
Chicago 
Johnny Brewer (Swiss Chalet, Bismarck. 200; $2.00 min.-$1.05 cover). 
Cass Franklin, Monica Moore and Brewer sock 2,000 tabs 
Dick LaSalle (Mayfair Room, Blackstone, 350; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). 
Lena Horne near Kay Thompson's record with smash 3,850 covers 


Frankie Masters (Boulevard Room, Stevens, 773: $3.50 min.-$1 cover). 
Masters and Ice Show dropped, but still okay 2.500 tabs 

Buddy Moreno ‘Marine Room, Edgewater, 700; $1.20 cover). Conven- 
tions plus new revue: giant 4,500 covers 

Bill Snyder ‘College Inn, Sherman, 500; $2.50-$3.50 min.). “Salute 


4.000 tabs 


550 


To Rogers and Hammerstein Boft 
Ted Straeter (Empire Room, Palmer 
De Marcos garnering nice 3.000 covers 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Chicago) 


House $3.50 min.-$1 cover) 


Aragon: $1-$1.15 adm.). Boff 19.500 admissions 
(Chez Paree, 500; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). Tony 


Blue Barron 

Cee Davidson 
strong 4,000 tabs 

Jimmy Featherstone 
Sions 


s0bby Peters 


Martin; 


Trianon; $1-$1.15 adm.). Upped 12,000 admis- 


Blackhawk, 500; $2.50 min.). Petering to 1,500 covers. 
Los Angeles 
Leighton Noble (Ambassador, 900; $1.50) 
lining. Fourth week; good 3,000 covers. 
Jan Garber ‘Biltmore, 900: $1-$1.50). Okay 
Ted Fio Rito ‘Beverly Hills, 300; $4 min.) 


With Frankie Laine head- 


2.300 covers. 
Doldrums; 900 covers. 


(Los Angeles) 


Les Brown (Palladium B., Hollywood, 3rd wk.). Profitable 14,500 


admissions. 


PHILLY AFM, WCAU 
AGREE TO CONCESSIONS 


Philadelphia, May 24. 
Ameri 


Tops of the Tops 


Retail Disk Seller 
“Riders in the Sky” 


Retail Sheet Music Seller 


Hassle between Local 77, : i o 
‘Cruising Down the River 


can Federation of Musicians and 

WCAU was settled last week (20) “Most Requested” Disk 
when the union agreed to conces- | “Riders in the Sky” 
sions asked by the station. Nego- Seller on Coin Machines 
tiations were stymied by the fact | 


“Riders in the Sky” 
that WCAU 
recently 


had to ask relief on a 
Best British Seller 


“12th Street Rag” 


signed two-year contract 


with Local 77. 





Station became disgruntled when === 





it learned rival Westinghouse Sta- 
tion KYW had settled for an eight 
piece band thalf the number em- 
ployed by WCAU) and only had to 
come through with $5 per man 
for extra sponsored shows. WCAU 
under the contract had to pay its 
musicians $13 for extra commer- 
cials. Local 77 stuck to its con- 
tractual position and WCAU gave 
the band notice. 

Understood the WCAU_ musi- 
cians went to the local’s headquar- 
ters and squawked. WCAU, under 
new agreement, can ask for an 
extra hour playing time when 
needed and gets the extra commer- 


cialis at the $5 figure. FRANKIE LAINE 
—_ ¢ 










































































































































































ON 
Chesterfield Supper Club 
Thursday—NBC 
| } | | | 
VARIETY | tel | | | 
° v2] 
Survey of retail sheet music ij eo! S| | : | o | 
sales, based on reports obtained = al eo lSlel\? | 
— | | “ rs | i © 
from leading stores in 11 cities | © liaise | | oe | e | oo 
and showing comparative sales | a, = 5 | a a | = id 
rating for this and last week. - > o | r © - ¥ | — |-2 t 
SIS SIS isl Bleligi ele 
nlizlsisisi@i\sleleigie 
cid? 2 te : = 
- Q ott < oo j o n> 0 “213 
Week Ending sltlelie Alig itialala . 
National VO SSG 4/S isle la 318\ « 
Ratin = -i 8 =|; Biaia|Olae ‘ a 
d MAY 21 = & 2 ¢|8 © 8188) sisi x SANTLY-JOY, INC. 
This Last - f - similis si eisieis! -« ; 
wk. wk. Title and Publisher o = é E 3 t = Z eis 2 : . Fdie soy=-Gen. Profe, BAgr. 
oe = ——=_—— 2 ee = ———— ee : - 1619 Broadway, New York 
1 1 “Cruising Down the River” (Spitzer) 1 1 2 I 1 il - 7 ose 5 3 oe 9 seme ~ ~ 
“2 2 “Forever and Ever” (Robbins)... . Se tee Cee iss 8 
3 4 “Again” (Robbins). . ee: ee Te ees ©.e A NEW JIMMY McHUGH 
4 3 “*‘A’—You're Adorable” (Laurel) $4475 238 3 8 6 t % STANDARD 
5 7 “Riders in the Sky” ‘Morris)........ 3 5 5 4 10 0 4 8 2 1 3 _ 65 ’ 
“68 “Some Enchanted Evening” (Chappell) 6 7 5 2] TA A BH IT’S A MOST 
“F— 6 “Careless Hands” (Melrose).......... 7 6 8 7 6 5 8 .. 7 5 7 _ 44 
“E_5 “Red Roses for a Blue Lady” (Mills) a SP CN” UNUSUAL 
“9 12 “Bali ial” (Chappell)............... 9 .. 9 .. .. 10 5 9 .. 7 6 @ 
10. 13 “I Don’t See in Your Eyes” (Laurel) 8 +. 2. @ + 10... 9 2) DAY 
11 9 “Sunflower” (Famous) ve teeeees 9 _ th a ae 5 +s +s ss = 
12 id “Semeone a2 7 10 8 7 .. 10) ~—- “s Music by a2 
is “Younger Than Springtime” ‘Chappe SB MERE Se See A AR SE 
i4. 11 “Far Away Places” (Laurel)... eT SE ME err eee JIMMY McHUGH 
15. 14 “Powder Your Face” (Lombardo)..... 8 ' 3 ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION 
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Vice Squad Sloughs Latin Casino, - 
Philly, on Afterhours Operation Rap 


Philadelphia, May 24. 

The Latin Casino, town's largest 
night club, was raided by the Vice 
Squad (20) morning 
and Jack Lynch and five employees 
The raiders 
ating under secret orders to 
vent a “leak,” barged into the club 
at 3:40 a. m., an hour and 40 min- 


utes after the legal closing hour of 
*) 


early Friday 


were arrested oper- 


pre- 


1. m 
More than 60 men and 
patrons in the club were permitted 


women 


to leave. Lynch, two waiters and 
three bartenders were taken to 
City Hall, where all but two of the 
bartenders were later discharged 

Held as the manager of spot 
Lynch was released when it was 
testified in police court that his 


function was merely that of impre- 
sario and gladhander. As all but 
two of the defendants walked out 
ot the courtroom free Police In- 
spector Craig Ellis asked District 
Attorney Thomas McFarland, Jr., 
to seek warrants for their rearrest 
nitery op., has been 
connected with the Latin Casino 
for over a year. When Lynch went 
into the spot he was given top bill- 
ing. His name, built up through 
his long years at the Adelphia and 
later the Walton Root, was consid- 


Lynch, w.k. 


ered an asset. 
Lynch Only Fronting 
At the start of the current sea- 


son, however, Harry Steinman (one 
of the owners of the club) assumed 
responsibility for shows and man- 
agement. Steinman policy was to 
book big name attractions, as evi- 
denced by the Latin Casino this 
year, which presented Dean Mar- 
tin and Jerry Lewis, Ritz Bros., 
Lena Horne, Gertrude Niesen, 


Tony Martin, Sophie Tucker, 


Danny Thomas, Martha Raye, Rudy 
Vallee, etc. 

Local night life was interested 
last week when the “Jack Lynch 
Presents” again appeared in ads 
and on marquee. Explanation at 
club was that Lynch name meant 
trade hypo badly needed in lagging 
Inside story avers club 
substantial profit on 
Lena Horne and 
and took a terrific 
some of the othe 
bills. 


business 
onlv showed 
Martin & Lewis, 
Martha 


. bib Oo 
drubbin 


tave, 
on 
high-priced 

Pro-Lynch faction also felt nit- 
ery man could put in costly 
attractions, without blowing $5,000 
to $10,000 on a lead act. who might 
not bring them in. 

First Lynch bill under new plan 
teed off Wednesday (18), with Joey 
Bishop, the Florida Trio, Galante 
& Leonardo, Paul Duke, Jack Cur- 
tis and Boots McKenna Girls fea- 
tufed in low-budget production 
Raid came two nights later. 


less 





CE CYCLES’ SAILING 
FOR EUROPEAN DATES 


Cast of “Ice Cycles,” blades show 


of Arena Managers Assn., Sails 
tomorrow (‘Thurs.) for a 13 week 
stand at Empress Hall, London, 


starting June 17, and the Palais de 
Sports, Paris, starting Sept. 19. It's 
one of the largest icers ever to be 





exported from the U.S. with 80 
performers on the roster. John 
Harvis, Pittsburgh exhibitor and 
AMA official, will sail with troupe. 

Donna Atwood and_ Bobby 
Specht. leads in the show, are 
flving over in advance. 

Gene Baylos into the _ Latin 


Casino, Philadelphia, June 8. 
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BLACKBURN 


TWINS 


Dancing Stars of the 


MGM Spectacular Musical, 
“WORDS AND MUSIC” 


Currently Appearing 


PARAMOUNT, New York 


After a Successful Engagement, Chicago, Chicago 
Thanks to HARRY LEVINE and Our Manager PEGGY LOEB 





nation? 





Cotillion’s Finale Bill 


Cotillion room of the Hotel 
Pierre, N. Y., is tentatively slated | 
to close for the summer June 26, | 


following run of Betty Jane Wat-|. 


son and Artini & Consuelo. | 

Room is slated to resume in Sep- 
tember with Stanley Melba return- | 
ing as maestro and entertainment 
director. 





Pitt.’s H’wood Bar Gets 
License Suspended On 
‘Prostie, Gambling Raps 


Pittsburgh, May 24. 
Liquor Control Board threw the 
book at Hollywood Show Bar last 
week when it suspended spot’s 
license for 101 days, harshest 
penalty outside of revocation, and 


charged place is “operated as a 
house of assignation.” According 


to booze licensees, Hollywood per- 
mitted prosties to frequent the 
bar, and allowed gambling. 

Unlike other types of suspension, 
the 101-day penalty does not per- 


mit bar to continue operating upon 
payment of a $10-a-day fine for 
every day of suspension. Spot 


where a vaude policy was recently 
instituted, continues in business 
as usual, however, pending an ap- 


Borscht Bowl Boils as AGVA Puts 


Heat On for More Catskill Cabbage 


Plenty of pyrotechnics are an- 
ticipated over long Decoration Day 
weekend between operators of 
N. ¥Y. mountain area hostelries and 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
over union’s attempt to invoke an 


upped scale for member-perform- 
ers playing that territory. Oper- 
ators of the smaller hotels, prin- 
cipally hit by the new tariffs, and 
agents and bookers channeling in 
the talent, claim they'll fight the 
hikes to the hilt, and, if necessary, 
will supplant the acts with tele- 
vision and amateur shows until 
AGVA arbitrates the issue 


Associated Agents of America, 
whose membership lists a majority 
of agents and bookers servicing the 


spots, held conciliatory sessions 
with reps of the N. Y. local board 
of the union Monday night (23) 
for modification ot the ukase, | 
which union intends to invoke on 
coming weekend despite absence 
of any basic agreements with the 
resort operators. Hymie Goldstein, 
prexy of AAA, does not handle 


such bookings. but is carrying the 
ball for his members and what he 


peal terms “the small performers.” He 

In 1947, Show Bar's license was ehallenged the right of a hand 
suspended for 75 days for possess: | picked few to dictate terms of the 
ing liquor not purchased through | union. When notified that the 
a state store, having untaxed) poard had rescinded a former 


liquor and for irregularities in its 
records. At that time, the suspen- 
sion was paid off at the $10 daily 
penalty. 


D. C. Champagne Nitery 
Folds After Ops Drop 256 


Washington, May 24. 

Salle de Champagne nitery shut- 
tered last week following a crack- 
down by Alcohol Control Board on 
charges of sales after hours and 
permitting bets to be taken in cafe. 

It was the latest in a consider- 
able line of managements which 
has broken its back financially in 
the place, formerly the Club Cairo, 
located in the Caire hotel, Salle de 
Champagne was operated by Josh 
Levin and Robert Goodman, of 
New York, where they operate a 
similar establishment. Place open- 
ed under the new policy Jan, 14 
last, with sumptous tounges and 
easy Chairs, lots of modern art and 
a piano player for entertainment. 
Business never was enoegh to get 
operation out of the red. Levin 
claimed he dropped $25,000 in the | 
venture. | 





agreement to call a special meeting 
and put the matter to a vote of 
member-acts who have traditional- 
ly played the mountains, he began 


setting plans for a mass meeting 
of performers to acquaint them 
with the small operators’ prob- 
lems. Spokesman for the Moun- 
tain Resort Owners Assn. also 
stated that if the spots are “‘sand- 
bagged by union” into accepting 
the hiked terms they will main- 
tain former $125 nightly budgets 
and use less talent He further 
pointed out that by dropping of 
teams from bills in the several 
hundred of the smaller dining- 
room shows would create a new 
high in performer unemployment 


and that such a victory would be a 
hollow triumph for AGVA. 

New scale for the one-nighter 
dates $25 for singles, $40 for 
doubles and $55 for trios. These 
amounts are to be net. sans agents 
or bookers fee plus transportation, 
maintenance and insurance. With 


1S 


latter rider, agents and operators 


claim it would bring expenses up 
to $40, $60 and $75. which small 
spots state are beyond their means. 

With cut scales for vacationers | 
and reservations considerably be-| 


low par this year, hotelme 
they can’t operate profita} 
the new talent tap. From 
counts they’re in for 
a wonderful time this 


ey 


Jack Segal Loses 
Injunction Action Vs. 


N. Y. Agent Group 


Jack Segal. 


n Claim 
IY with 
all ae. 
anything byt 
season, 





mountain 


resort 
booker and tormer treasurer of 
Associated Agents of America lost 
a, Ss 


the first round of a skirmish to 
have a dismissal rescinded and pe 
returned to membership in the 
N. Y. agent group last Friday (20) 
when Justice Miller in N. y 
preme court refused to issue a re. 
straining order against the AAA, 

Segal sought a restrainer on the 
group in giving out what the or. 
ganization claints as a “true cause 
of dismissal,” with latte) having 
stated Segal’s handling of funds 
disclosed irregularities that were 
later made good, after case wag 
called to attention of N. Y, dis. 
trict attorney’s office. according 
to Hymie Goldstein, prez of the 
AAA and members of the govern. 
ing board. When such testimony 
was reiterated by Marc Hermelin, 


Su- 


agent group’s§ attorney, Segal’s 
petition was denied , 
Segal had interposed that he 
had resigned from the AAA prior 
to notification of dismissal. This 
didn’t stand up when it was 
proven by Hermelin, via records, 
that the resignation was not ac- 
cepted and that after a checkup of 
funds entrusted to Segal’s care, 
he was summarily dismissed. He 
later heckled tor a membership 
vote on the dismissal, with ma- 


jority ratifying the action of of- 
ficers and governing. board. 


Marion Harris, Jr., Abroad 


Marion Harris, Jr. is returning to 
her native London early in June 
after she completes her current en- 
gagement at the Savoy-Plaza hotel, 
N. Y. Although born in the States, 
she considers Britain her home. 

Anna Sosenko, personal] rep for 
Hildegarde, who has been guiding 
Miss Harris’ new cate career ona 
personal friendship basis, thinks 
that a whirl in London and on the 
Continent will endow her with 
enough of a European rep to cash 
in better in America next season. 























Belmont Plaza, 


1] West 42nd Street 











Variety, May 18, 1949 
NOBLE & KING 


Songs, Piano 

20 Mins. 

Glass Hat, N. Y. 
Noble & King are a top- 

notch 

wide and varied 


with a 


duo 


repertory. 


musical 











Royalty in Song 


NOBLE and KING 


HELD OVER 
GLASS HAT 


Personal Direction: 


BAUM — NEWBORN 


Phone: BRyant 9-6377 


N. Y. 


New York City 





Equipped with superb voices 
blended via intricate but lucid 
harmonies, team projects their 
numbers with an impressive 
dramatic quality, heightened 
by appropriate mood lighting. 
Noble works his baritone from 
behind a center-of-stage piano 
with Miss King carrying the 
dominant vocal melodies. Ed- 
die Stone’s orch, incidentally, 
does a fine job of backing up 
with soft instrumentation at 


the Belmont Plaza’s Glass 
Hat. 
Duo opens with a clever 


novelty number in which they 
do impressions of w. k. song 
stylists. Other selections range 
from sophisticated ballads 
through hillbilly tunes to 
spirituals, all rendered with 
skill and feeling. Herm.. 
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Bankruptcy Snarl Will Stymie 
Reopening of Miami's Copa City 


Miami Beach, 

Plans to reopen Copa City in 
July were stymied when the Fed- 
eral court appointed a receiver to | 


prevent any further removal of | 
property by alleged “preterred” 
creditors. 


The ill-fated swankery, which 
closed suddenly in April, has been 
chief topic of rumor and discussion 
in show biz circles here. Accord- 
ing to the creditors’ application to 
place it in receivership, attorney 
for the complainants wanted “to 
pring witnesses before the court 
for a full investigation of the af- 
fairs of Copa City.” 

Herbert N. Schwarz, attorney | 
for Murray Weinger’s Copa City, | 
Inc., told the court that “without 
admitting any alleged acts of | 
bankruptcy, we consent to the ap- | 
pointment of a receiver.” | 

Action by the creditors came | 
after most of the furnishings of | 
the Norman Bel Geddes designed 
room had been removed to a 
bonded warehouse. Receiver ap- 
pointed was L. M. Gerstel. The 
complaint stated that the “alleged 
bankrupt .. . suddenly closed with 
a great quantity of foodstuffs and 
other property on hand... unable 
to pay its debts, submitted to hur- 


(Continued on page 45) 





Modernaires’ Chi Date 
Chicago, May 24. 
The Modernaires are set for a 
four week engagement at the 
Palmer House’s Empire Room here 
starting July 14. Quartet recently 
completed a two week stand at the 
Last Frontier hotel, Las Vegas. 


Date marks first time for group | 


at this spot. 





May 24. +4 


; town, O., 


Pearl Bailey, Gil Lamb 
Set for N. Y. Horseshoe 


Pearl Bailey and Gil Lamb have 
been signed to open Sunday (29) 
at the Diamond Horseshoe, N. Y. 


W. C. Handy, composer of “St. 
Louis Blues,” will work with Miss 
Bailey. Negro songstress was orig- 


inally slated to open last week but 
preem was put off to enable her 
to work out some numbers 
Handy. 

Newcomers are in 
“Violins Over Broadway” 
at spot for over a year. 


running 





Sally’s Bouncer an Error, 
She Explains; Pays Off 
And Fans Back to Date 


Pittsburgh, May 24. 

Sally Rand hit front pages here 
last week when a check for $366 
she had given the Pittsburgher 
Hotel in payment of bill during 
her recent engagement at the 
Nixon bounced. Joe Duddy, man- 
ager of the inn, immediately filed 
charges of defrauding an innkeeper 


| against the tan dancer but said he 
| would drop 
i restitution was made. 


them if immediate 


Miss Rand, playing in Youngs- 
immediately, 
check was 
clerical 


rubber 
result of a 


insisting the 
entirely the 





with | 


addition to 


| directly the topnotch films in 


; competition of 
| houses—Strand, 


at time, telegraphed cash | 
(to the Pittsburgher 





| 


error and had no idea there weren't | 


sufficient funds in her account to 
cover it. Youngstown police es- 
corted her to the telegraph office 


PALACE BIZ KEY 
TOA COMEBACK 


The vaudeville business 
rently undergoing its most im- 
portant audition in recent years. 
With the opening of the Palace, 
N. Y., Thursday (19), 
feeling is that if vaudeville makes 
good here, it’ll get a route all over 
the country. Vaude as a hypo to 
various ailments of show business 
is on trial. With shortage of heavy- 
grossing films and advent of video, 
the oldest show business form of 
entertainment—variety—is being 
subjected to its severest test. 

The Palace is not only bucking 
the current economic trends of the 
entertainment industry, but more 
the 
showcases, the name 
the presentation 
Paramount, Capi- 
tol and Roxy plus the plush pro- 
duction of the nearby Radio City 
Music Hall. 

In its favor, the venerable Palace 
has tradition behind it. The name 
itself is a formidable factor, but 


(Continued on page 45) 
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Liquor Control Cancels 


Philly Nitery’s Giveaway. 


Philadelphia, May 24. 

Steve Gibson and his Red Caps 
go into the Faun Club for a three- 
week stand June 6, and spot has 
signed with WPEN for a disk show 
(10:30 to 11 p. m. across-the-board) 
to plug the attraction. 

Nitery had the same slot on the 
Station for a broadcast giveaway 
aired direct from the club, with 
Jimmy Costello as emcee. Liquor 


while she forwarded the dough ane Control Board nixed the program 


then So her to go back. 


| because of the “gift” angle 


VAUDE’S GREATEST ‘AUDITION 





P | 
1s Ccur- 


prevalent | 








Dinty’s, Albany, Playing 


Name Acts on Weekends 
Albany, May 24. 

Dinty’s Terrace Garden, on the 
Albany-Saratoga Road, has em- 
barked on a policy of name acts for 
weekends, when a 75c charge is 
made. Bert Wheeler topped bill 
past weekend, with Henny Young- 
man and Buddy Baer set for this 
week. Frances Langford and Tony 
Canzoneri are among others slated 
to appear. 

Spot has a WROW wire for 
nightly broadcasts by Joe Caruso’s 
orchestra and entertainers, 


Atlantic. City Preps 
| For Record Influx On 
| 3-Day Holiday Spree 


| 
Atlantic City, May 24. 

With both piers open and special 
attractions set at theatres, hotels 
and nightclubs, resort is 
cater to holiday crowds expected 
on three-day Memorial Day week- 
end. 

City fathers will put on a show 
for the newsreels with a King Nep- | 
tune pageant, sparked by bathing 
beauties, 
the boardwalk. 

Warner theatre is bringing in 
| Dick Haymes and his stage show 
for the weekend (28-29). Night- 
clubs also are adding special talent 
to lure revellers. 


set to 


ably hypoed this month by conven- 
tioneers. 


¢ Jurisdictional 


agreement 


| 
| 
} 


| 


and a fashion parade on | 


‘AGVA, AFM Dispute May Snafu 
Vaude Policy in RKON. Y. Theatres 


dispute between 
the American Guild of Variety 
Artists and the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians is reaching the 
explosive stage. Possibilities are 
that all New York RKO vaude op- 
erations, including the newly 
opened Palace theatre, may be in- 
volved in a strike between the 
talent union and musicians. Up to 
press time there was nothing near 
a settlement. 

Jimmy. Lyons, AGVA'’s 
regional director, conferred with 
Sam Suber and Charles Iucci, pres- 
ident and secretary of Local 802, 
AFM, and meeting wound in an 
impasse. Solly Pernick, business 
agent of Local 1, International Al- 
liance of Theatrical Stage Employ- 
ees, acted as mediator. 

In addition, Dewey Barta, 
AGVA’s administrative secretary, 
planed to Chicago last week in an 
effort to confer with James C., 
Petrillo, AFM president, but meet- 
ing didn’t come off. 

Jurisdictional tiff stems from an 
reached several weeks 
ago between RKO and AGVA when 
Charlie Banks, permanent emcee 
at the RKO Regent theatre, N. Y., 
was dismissed and bandleader Lee 
Norman supplanted him. AGVA 
demanded severance pay for Banks 
and employment of another AGVA 

(Continued on pee 45) 


eastern 


Biltmore Roof Reuditee 

The Cascades, summer roof of 
the Biltmore hotel, N. Y., will op- 
erate with a band and production 
policy this year. Kathryn Duffy 
dancers have been set for opening 


i show June 6. 
All amusement biz was consider- | 


Jack Edwards band and the Har- 
old Nagel orch will alternate on 
the podium. 
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Management: 











And: Grennan Bakeries for 
premiering the 
“Grennan Dessert Party* ” 
with the 


Jloney Dreamers 


WENR-TV, Thurs 
9 p.m., vy # 


*Produced by Phil Bowman, Y&R 


MUSIC CORPORATION OF AMERICA, CHICAGO 


from 


The Honey Dreamers 


*To: Messr 


s. Bering and Byfield for 


originating the current series 


of 


‘Salutes”’ 


month) to Gershwin, Porter 
and Rogers and 
Hammerstein* in 


Chicago’s famed 


*Opened May 17—Produced by 


SHERMAN MARKS 


(now in seventh 


College Inn 


Personal Management: 
ART WARD 
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Night Club Reviews 


-topflight ( 
‘zany antics and queer-looking garb, 


Cafe Society, N. ¥- 
Juanita Hall, Irwin Corey, 
George Shearing Orch. Cliff Jack- 
son: $3 minimum. 





Cafe Society should have a 
strong business upbeat with this 
new lineup—for the late shows, 
at least. Chief attraction is Juanita 
Hali (New acts), who has gained 
a name for herself in the cur- 
rent Rodgers-Hammerstein click, 
“South Pacific.” Because of the 
legiter. Miss Hall appears only in 
the midnizght and 2 a.m. shows, 
leaving the rest of the layout to 


take care of the dinner crowd. On 
opening night (17) the small 
group of 20-odd for the first show 
had swelled to a _ near-capacity 
crowd for Miss Hall's first appear- 
ance 

Colored songstress wowed ’em 
opening night, coming on immedi- 
ately after the George Shearing 
Orch had opened the show. That 
made it tough for Irwin Corey to 
follow, but comedian has the abili- 
ty to gain attention fast and hold 
ii Intimate room is a good one 
for him to work and he lays it on 
thick with his absent-minded pro- 
fessor routine. Material, while 
standard with him, is fresh and his 








Phoenix 
Amusement Park 


20-Acre Park to Be 
Erected Soon 


Space for Concessions 
Available 


Small Entrance Fee 


FLAT 25% LEASE 


WRITE 


Gien Acres 
Amusement Park 


INCORPORATED 
735 E. Moreland 


delivery, coupled with 


pay off with hefty yocks. While he 
may not be sufficient lure on his 


/own to attract payees for the din- 


ner show, he keeps them enter- 
tained. 

Shearing, blind pianist imported 
from England, and his crew dish 
out sock music. Combine, com- 
prising vibraharp, bass, drums and 
suitar, with Shearing’s piano, open 
the show with a trilly instrumental 
number. followed by the leader’s 
solo on “Clair de Lune,” which he 
plays straight with considerable 
feeling. Windup is a fast tune 
spotlighting the drummer, which 
also gives the others a chance to 
show Combo plays for dancing, 
too. mixing some toned-down bop 
with the straight pops. Cliff Jack- 
son does well as’ the interlude 
pianist. Stal. 





Marine Room. Chi 
(EDGEWATER BEACH HOTEL) 
Chicago, May 18. 
Charlie Carts, Jayne & Adam Di 


Gatano. Mirianne Fedele, Preston 
Lambert. Dorothy Hild Dancers 
(6) Buddy Moreno Orch (12); 


$1.20 cover. 





This northshore spot buzzes with 


activity, with advent of warm 
weather: entertainment budget is 
upped and name bands are fea- 
tured. First of lineup is Buddy 


Moreno. Shows with family appeal 
payoff here. 

Charlie Carts, slight - of - hand 
trickster, keeps ringsiders amused, 
particularly when he puts groups 
of cards in pockets, asks patrons 
to remove them, then calls them, 
card-by-card without slipping. 

Jayne and Adam Di Gatano, 
terpteam, click with their sleek 
renditions of “Dancing Tam- 
bourine,” “I’ve Got You Under My 


Skin.” and “You Know That I 
Know.” Pair get plaudits on fast 


twirls and shoulder spins. 
Dorothy Hild’s production num- 
bers, with Marianne Fedele and 
Preston Lambert on vocals, are 
eve-catchers from costuming angle, 
particularly the closer, “A Night in 
tio.” 3uddy Moreno orch backs 
show capably. also getting them 





Phoenix, Ariz. 


on the floor for customer dansapa- 
tion Greg. 











CARDINI 


“Cardini, Easily the Best of 
the Sleight-of-Handers.” 


ABEL, VARIETY 
MARCH 9th, 1949 


MCA WM. MORRIS AGENCY 





Minn. Terrace. Mpls. 


HOTEL NICOLLET 
Minneapolis, May 21. 
Benny Fields. Wayne Gregg 


Orch. (12) with Lois Chapman; no 
cover or PititiiwwmM. 

The years 
Benny Field’s 


apparently increase 
potency as an en- 
tertainer. In this plushy rvom, the 
suave “minstrel man” cuts loose 
with songs and patter for plenty 
enthusiasm. And he seems better 
than ever. 

His repertory includes the usual 
old faves like “I Can’t Give You 
Anything But Love,” “Me and My 
Gal.” “T Didna Want to Do It” and 














@eeememmn iN PHILADELPHIA, PA.——_— 


CLINTON HOTEL oF ete 


JSPRUCE 
200 OUTSIDE ROOMS 
from *2 DAILY 


SPECIAL WEEKLY RATES 
HOUSEKEEPING FACILITIES 


Beautilal Aix Couditioncd Cocktall Leange 
7 
GE WALKING DISTANCE OF ALL THEATRES 


“April Showers” along with some 
of the newer numbers, such as 
“There’s No Business Like Show 
Business” and “Let’s Give It Back 
to the Indians,’ acted as well as 
sung in the slick Fields’ manner, 
and interspersed with amusing 
varns and a bit of clowning. Stops 
the show and has to beg off. 
Wayne Gregg orchestra, held 
over, again comes through solidly 
for customer dancing. Rees. 
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College Inn, Chi 
(HOTEL SHERMAN) 
Chicago, May 19. 
John Kriza, Ruth Ann Koesun, 
Eric Braun, Honey Dreamers (5), 
Harry Hall, Ralph Sterling, Gloria 
Van. Charles Flynn, Bill Snyder’s 
Orch (10): $2.50-$3.50 minimum. 


The “Salute” musicomedy pres- 
entations here, now in seventh 
month, is clicking solidly with cafe- 
goers. Latest in series, “Salute to 
Rodgers and Hammerstein,” not 
only adds up as 50 minutes of ex- 
citing entertainment geared for all 


tastes, but surpasses the two pre- 
vious productions (Gershwin-Por 
ter) which, in themselves, were 


firstrate. Producer Sherman Marks 
has quickened the pace and deve!- 
oved the “blackout and spot” tech- 


nique to best advantage thus far. 
Musical life of Rodgers and Ham 
merstein is embellished, rather 


than capsuled. 
“June Is Busting Out All Over’ 


serves as lively opener with en- 
tire cast. as Keith Textor of the 
Honev Dreamers takes over at 


finis for lyrical intro to production. 
Harry Hall and Gloria Van do neat 
dueting on “My Heart Stood Still” 


with Honey Dreamers coming in 
on “I Married an Angel” and 
“Everything I've Got,’ Charles 
Flynn, the “Jack Armstrong” of 


radio. carries narration to “Slaugh- 
ter on Tenth Avenue,” with Ballet 
Theatre headliners John Kriza. 
Ruth Ann Koesun and Eric Braun 
rating kudos for their clever inter- 
pretive dancing. 

Rodgers and Hammerstein 
earried along from their 
Broadway musicals, through their 
lull. into the last decade of hits, 
including “Oklahoma!,” “Carousel,” 
“Allegro” and topper, “South Pa- 
cific.” High spots are Kriza, Koe- 
sun and Braun in “Allegro,” which 
conductor Bill Snyder arranged 
from recordings, since title-tune it- 
self was never published, Honey 
Dreamers’ version of “Surrey With 
the Fringe On Top” and “Nothing 
Like a Dame,” with Ralph Ster- 
ling, Flynn and males members of 
the quintet. 

Dreamers emerge as a mainstay 
of the production, with Lou An- 
derson providing vocks as funny 
man in the revue. Talented young- 


are 
early 


sters exhibit neat vocaling as har- 
mony group or in single spots, as 
well as alert showmanship. Bob 
Davis. Keith Textor and Lou An- 
derson of the group also contrib- 
‘uted to special musical arrange- 


ments with Bill Snyder. 
Bentley Stone’s choreography is 
complemented by performances of 


Kriza, Koesun and Braun with re- 
freshing and expert movement. 
Snvder’s arrangements and 88'ing 
with orch. helps production un- 
fold in slick fashion. ‘Salute’ is 
sock nitery stuff. both entertain- 
ment and bizwise. Greg. 


Club Carnival. Mpls. 
Minneapolis, May 21. 


Jerry Colonna, Harmonica Ras- 
cals (6), Perry Martin Orch (ag) 
$2.50 minimum. 


Making his night club debut, 
Jerry Colonna exhibits the diverse 
talents which he has employed to 


advantage on radio, screen and 
stage in conjunction with Bob 


Hope and alone. These talents in- 
clude his unique and exaggerated 
singing style, tomfoolery and trom- 
boning. While his present act falls 
short of nitery requirements, he 
apparently is a draw attraction, 
and that’s important. 

Introduced as “the professor,” 
Colonna amuses with a  “lee- 
| ture” giving the lowdown on be- 
| bop Some firstrate swing music 
on trombone, vocal of “Road to 
Mandalay” and other numbers, 
gags, stories and a bit of clowning 
precede a burlesque magic bit. 

Harmonica Rascals wham ’em, 
thanks to Johnny Puleo’s panto- 
mimic and other hilarity and their 
topnotch renditions of boff § ar- 
rangements. Stopping the show, 
they click with “I-Can’t Give You 
Anything But Love.” “Sabre 
Dance.” “Sweet Sue,” “Dreams in 
the Night,” “Peg o’ My Heart” and 
“Shiek of Araby.” interspersed 
with slapstick and roughouse di- 
does plus Puleo’s laughter-inciting 
pieces of business. 

After Coionna’s act, the Rascals 
are on again with the comedian for 
another brief funmaking session. 

Perry Martin’s orch fills assign- 
ment with usual efficiency and 
Martin tees show with his vocal of 
“I've Got You Under My Sxin.” 

Rees. 

Peacock Court. S.F. 

(MARK HOPKINS HOTEL) 
San Francisco, May 19 
Julie Wilson, Henry King Orch 


(12 





In the six months since her 
Frisco preem Julie Wilson has 
taken on a finesse which is clearly 
establishing her as unique among 








“+e & 


the performers who customarily 
take the local gentry in tow. Miss 


“eat 


Wilson is the first “no name” per- 
sonality in a long stretch to wrap 
'up a hefty following on the local 
| scene. 

| Gowned in a blue-gray thing that 
| Was not intended to de-emphasize 
‘her torso. Miss Wilson opens with 
a tepid “In Love With a Wonder- 
iful Guy.” but hits safely imme- 
diately thereafter with “Mrs. Wif- 
fingwell, Send Your Daughter to 
Paree,”” which has the proper effect 
on the art tovers cover-charged 
around the 450-seat room. From 
that point on she mixes her curves 


with such items as “Every Baby 
Needs a Daddy.” “Don’t Take Your 
Love From Me,” “Tenement Sym- 
phony,’ which the patronage 


passed over once lightly, and “Kin- 
sev Report.” which, on the other 
hand. is much appreciated. A more 
serious tune which registers is “So 
In Love 

The singing deftness of Miss Wil- 
son, which gains considerable mo- 
mentum, aid and comfort from her 
stvle, of which her silhouet is not 
an unessential ingredient, is obvi- 
ously slanted to raise the eyebrows. 
And in this she succeeds both 
among the male and female con- 
tingents. not a trifling accomplish- 
ment in this essentially swank 
room. Her opening night bout 
drew two encores, and her bow- 
off garnered a warm hand. Room 
was well filled at opener. 

Music by Henry King orch is ex- 
cellent for both show and terping. 

Ted. 


Mocambo, Hollywood 
Hollywood, May 18. 

Liberace, Regina (accompanied 
by guitar trio), Eddie Oliver Orch 
(5). Latin-Airs (5);  miniamum 
$3-$4. 

Nine years is a long career for a 
Sunset Strip Nitery, so boniface 
Charlie Morrison is marking his 
ninth anniversary with considerable 
pride. To celebrate, he’s using a two- 
act layout instead of the customary 
single-starred turns who've been 
the draw recently. As a result, the 
Mocambo is collecting its own 
birthday present in the form of 
good business. 

Top-billed Liberace is playing a 
well-earned return date here. The 
customers are loath to let him go, 
even atter half-an-hour of his in- 
genious keyboarding. Eighty-eight- 
er lets his fingers ramble from 
Brahms to 16-to-the-bar boogie 
with never a letdown. Part of the 
stint includes a self-composed lulla- 
by, which he sings with tenderness 
and feeling. 

A clever showman, Liberace 
wolks with his own piano, atop 
which is perched a candelabra. It’s 
just a little touch, but it makes the 
act a visual as well as audible 
treat. Whether it’s on the boogie 
beat on Chopin or Gershwin, he 
does a knockout job, with ease and 
class. 

Singing chores are handled by 

Regina, a blonde looker recently 
returned from Latin-America. She 
concentrates on latune stuff, sell- 
ing with a pleasant voice. Ballads 
are her best bet. however, particu- 
larly with a harmonizing guitar 
trio helping for south-of-the- bor- 
der flavor. The routining, how- 
ever, could stand a little revision 
with the emphasis more on stuff 
that’s familiar to the Norte Ameri- 
canos who've never been further 
south than the $100 window at the 
Agua Caliente racetrack. 
_Eddie Oliver’s  musicrew  con- 
tinues to do a fine job of dishing 
the pop stuff for terping with the 
Latin-Airs moving in as alternates 
to provide the beat for the conga- 
gation. Kap. 


aa 
Mayfair Room, Chi 


(BLACKSTONE HOTEL) 
Chicago, May 23 
| Lena Horne, Rhythm Trio ; 
LaSalle Orch (12); $3.59’ 


mini 
/mum, $1 cover. Nini 





| 
! 
| This plush room continues sel} 
out with 


_ pace, Lena Horne 
luring the carriage trade. It’s 
her first appearance at the 
Mayfair Room and intimate setup 


of spot enables her to hold audi- 
ence more completely 
larger Chez Paree 
Backed in excellent 
Luther Henderson, Jr. 
Joe 


than at 


manner by 
On piano: 


Benjamin, bass 


and Chico 
Hamilton on drums, Miss Horne 
gives out sockily with “Yoy Do 
Something to Me “Can't Help 
Loving That Man.” “Beale Street 


Blues” and “The Lady 
Her slick salesmanship and 
rhythmic undertones embellishac 
renditions, lifting them from have 
tunes to exciting vocal interpreta- 
vions. 
Applause registered after Miss 
Horne’s exit, continuing through 
one dance number, brought song- 
stress back for encores of “Deed | 
Do” and “I Get A Kick Out of 
You.” Entire stint registers in 
click fashion. Dick LaSalle’s orch 
as always comes through first rate 
on the danceables Greg. 


THE NATION'S | 
LEADING CONTROL ARTIST 


JACQUELINE 
HURLEY 


ACROBATICS IN TECHNICOLOR 
CURRENTLY: 


LATIN QUARTER 


NEW YORK 

HARRY SANTLEY 
NAT DUNN 
Per. Mgt.: BERT COLLINS 


Is a Tramp.” 





Rep.: 


Club-dates: 











WELCOME 


VAUDEVILLE 
HOTEL PRESIDENT 


(48th, west of Broadway) 


400 Rooms with Private Bath 
and Free Radio 





Theatrical Rates 
Single, $3.00 Double, $4.00 




















Variety Said About 


PANN 
MERRYMAN 


"Flashy acrotechnics .. . gets warm 
reception . . . exotic brunet... 
Ye 


Now 


CHEZ PAREE 


CHICAGO 




















Palace. 





. JACK PARKER 


“COMEDY OF ERRORS” 


R.K.0, PALACE 


Thanks to DANNY FRIENDLY and 
TOMMY FITZPATRICK 
P.S.: Hey Look—tTracey and Hay, | finally made the 


AT THE 


New York 


























DICK BUCKLEY 


Currently Appearing 


2nd Week, ROXY, New York 


| wish to Salute The Little Giant, Sir Harry Anger. of 
GAC, and a low bow to His Highness Sir Samuel Rausch, 
of the Roxy, and his Royal Staff. 


Direction: GENERAL ARTISTS CORPORATION 


Love 
Lord Buckley 
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S in | The performers who have been posed i wi tot = current Pal- pearance at a benefit for under- isn't settled. It’s reported AGVA | doubtful whether it will be pos 
orch beached in front of the Palace for + P Dat anc many agents including privileged children, and another Will not hedge on its stance despite gible to get the amendments on 
rate years now have more interesting the ailing Max Hart, who percented for the Jewish War Veterans at any retaliation the musicians may the floor 
al surroundings. — Agents feel that ie Roig greatest names in Madison Square Garden, N Y., for take . It’s being argued that the pres- 
— they now have a place to show enact ee vhich she received $200. since lat Insiders in both unions feel that | ent methods are too cumbersome 

their acts under favorable circum- ” ge : ’ as tape-recorded by ter had a talent budget the AGVA-AFM row on the Regent | and too costls ader current 

iT stances. Whats more, It's felt rm lj  prgeetes WHP, Harrisburg, Walters, who has been an ada- is a skirmish in a possible Petril- procedure, administrative setup 

‘ that the public is on the side of a A, I — right from under mant foe of benefit setups. claims lo campaign to have a greater hold calls for a minimum $50.000 ex 

, the Palace. rhe contagion that aes , ne tee sre ane indie Sta- Miss Fave violated her contract | in television Al VI head has been penditure with $20,000 estimated 

. greeted the opening Palace show oarty as weil j yi tats _ recorded with him by playing the benefits Making wr edegape ve on AGV \'s eee as annual convention costs and 

is believed to be a manifestation of ee é we _as vackstage inter- without his permission, on_ basis bership by declaring harmonica another $30.000 for bringing the 

public desire. While the house was “phd phere the cast and visitors that her pact had a clause stating Players, pianists-singers or any act 45 man-national board into New 

loaded with many oldtime vauders, ‘ nyt oresing to the first week’s in- that any outside dates played dur- USIN§ a musical instrument should York four times a vear. Delegates 

agents and show biz reps, majority richie the Palace may have a ing her engagement at the Latin come unde jurisdiction of MUSI- are working on a plan to simplify 

yr of the patrons were still the aver- permanent policy. Business is be Quarter would be penalized. Hence Clans union, not AGVA If such a this procedure ; 

age payee. They apparently liked cal CxpeetaNnTe and if It con- the $500 fine was invoked. Matter Campaign Is successful, Petrillo has In addition, delegates attending 

the fare being offered. Opening a in that vein there will be will serve as a test case if and 4 sufficient number of performers convention will seek to institute a 

day’s business was more than this "0" such showshops opening up | when threshed out at AGVA. under control for a strong hold on pian whereby they would have a 

hous> had had in some years under around the country. ———————— video situation, sav in the naming of national and 

its former film policy, and CO Many Pens Marge and Gower Champion SS. branch administrators. There's 

customers, variety was a new thing | lf} added to the June 7 layout for! Danny Lewis, singer, and father talk of some changes in union's 

eee ee | Bankru tc Snarl ll Riviera, Ft. Lee, N.J., headed by of Jerry Lewis (Dean Martin &),| Personnel and they want to help 

— vaudeo. : . | p y | Tony Martin and including Jack makes his Broadway cafe bow to-| screen the new candidates for 
wanes Gus & Andy’s Celebration = Continued from page 43 ——| Carter. night (Wed.) at the Iceland, N. Y.' such posts. 


One of the day’s most sentimen- are 

























































































tal events was the shindig by Gus ried exploitation of these assets to 
v wees satisfy a few creditors at the ex- 
_ pense of many.” 
E . geen ig.” Weinger denied such allegations, 
pen Too ’ calling them “ridiculous and un- 
“ar ¢ ° ° 
= ‘ bishof true .. . there’s nothing I did 
| we “CY wrong.” He stated the furnish- 
cone” <> [J ings were removed to protect the 
Panes tiie aE TTIE” ° A) creditors. In making the state- 
+ ment he referred to one of the 
complainants, the Maxwell Co. 
~ “When they refused to remove the 
furnishings I had them placed in 
a bonded warehouse.” 
) Weinger, who had planned on 
reopening this summer, with con- 
— sent of the new owners of the 
— lease, will meet with the creditors 
ito trv for an amicable settlement 
| next week. 
} 
| 5 Lak 
P. S.: PHOTO ENCLOSED aranac e 
By Happy Benway 
Saranac, May 24. 
J. Arthur Slattery, ex-Rogerite 
and former press agent, planed in 
COMEDY MATERIAL for recent checkup and given an 
rm For All Branches of Theatricals all-clear 
4 FUN. MASTER Ted Hooper, manager of Palace 
"The ORIGIN wath ae theatre, Akron, in for rest and 
e AL Show-Biz Gag File’ He observation. Ditto for John Rosen- 
NOS. 1 to 30 @ $1.00 Ea. berg. 
(Order in Sequence Only) Joseph Essel, manager of Kallet 
pote First 13 Files for $10.00 theatre. Port Henry, N. Y., and 
— SS tn patie oe ee ome et Sapa in to bedside NATION’S 
— , : . Sam LaBalbo. 
° RUNGE bbe fer aicna: 25.00 @ Joseph Vaughey, playwright, 
oF Sart Game... 8 te. © back in circulation in Denver af- 
Send for FREE info. on other yy ter a tussle with pneumonia. MOCO T 
No €.0.D's—Open Daily Incl, Sundays Sylvia Flamm planed in from 
PAULA SMITH N.Y.C. to visit Eugenie Reed, re- 
200 W. 54th St., Dept. V, N.Y. 19 f Ccuping from third Thoracoplasty ORIGINAL 
CIRCLE 7-1130 operation, i 
Joe DeNicolo in for annual i, 
—. checkup, will remain in downtown SATIRIST _ 
. colony for the i v0 ale 
Village Board has appointec a 
VOU MUST VISIT Nancy Rogers and Patricia Fideler 2 i 
RAILWAY LOST PROPERTY as supervisors of the William Mor- ‘ 
when in LONDON for Bargains in rs —— Park, local children’s 
yhaygrounc 
Furs, Fur Coats, Luggege, Travel Forrest (Slim) Glenn back at the 
and Sports Goods:—96a, VIC- | Rogers after a two-week furlough 
ia TORIA STREET, S.W. 1. to N.Y.C. and Chester, Pa. 
-— — Write to those who are ill. 
aa =: ———=— ee a ee 7 
AGENTS MANAGERS ARTISTS 
Why perspire in the City when you can do business in the most centrally 
located theatrical section of the Catskill Mountains at VILLA. FOLLOWED BY 
] 
One and two bedroom aprs., also apts. with kitchen privilege. Personal Management: Direction: 
$150 per Season up MARTIN-WORTH GENERAL ARTISTS CORP. 
a VILLA MALINY, FLEISCHMANS, NEW YORK 
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House Reviews | 


Empress Hall. London 
London. May 16. 
Gracie Fields, Terry Thomas, Al- 
bert & Les Ward, Pau! Fenoulhet 
Orch with+ Dick James, Arthur 
Jones. 


This vast arena is more and more 
becoming the centre of popular 
entertainment. After a week of 
hypnotism, Gracie Fields bowed in 
to an audience of 8.000 for her 
Sunday nigh opening, and it is 
anticipated such attendance will be 


maintained throughout her week’s 
sla\ 
Impressi e audience for the oc- 


London's 
and the 


casion was undoubtedly) 
tribute to her popularity 
thousands who turned out on a 
warm evening were amply repaid 
Appearing for 45 minutes before 
the interlude and returning for an- 
other half-hour in the second half 
of show, Miss Fields gave the cus- 
tomers a brilliant night of song 
and laughter. 

Drawing from a more extensive 
repertoire than usual, she blends 
many of her old faves with newer 
pop numbers. Vastness of the arena 
made no difference in her hold 
on the audience, although other 
acts suffered in this direction. 

Terry Thomas, for example, 
whose BBC impressions have a 


wide following, didn’t quite click, 
although his impersonations of the 


Ink Spots and Paul Robeson, 
among i others, won applause. 
Arthur Jones provides a pleasing 
interlude at the organ and Albert 
and Les Werd contrib in some 
musical funstering which would 


have greater appeal in a 
timate theatre. Paul 
orchestra has two long 


Muyro. 


Oriental, Chi 
Chicago, May 19. 
(6), Mischa 


-_The Langs 


Sands Orch: “Africa Speaks” 
(UA). 

It was rainy and cold outside 
and inside the reception was 
equally frigid. With the excep- 


tion of the opener, rest o} 


Lang Troupe. youthtul 


score with perfect timing 
somersaults. Climax by 


that wins heavy applause. 
Mischa Auer, from 


That Tiger” and “Tea for 
Bit on the Russian soap 


earlier lag. 


Dennis Sisters have an overlong 
which, if 
stronger 
Their special on Holy Roller meet- 
Blonde 
a few 
doesn’t 


about Hollywood, 
might register 


intro 
clipped, 


ing also seems lengthy. 
member manages to gain 
chuckles, but audience 
warm up much. 

Three Stooges haven't 


come alive when eve and _ nose 
gouging are at their peak. Trio 
rum through travesty on “Wait 
Till the Sun Shines, Nellie” and 
several drawing room skits. The 
heavier the blue lines and _ situa- 
tions, the greater the guffaws. 
Hoke buck and wing makes a 


strong closer. 


Carl Sands is backed neatly by 
mediey of 


in his 
ending 


orchestra 
songs” 


the 
“river with nifty 


keyboarding of “Cruising Down the 


tiver.” Zabe. 
Capitol, Wash. 

Washington, May 24. 

Mark, Russ & Owen. Kate 

h, Cardint, Frank Conville. 


cay” (M-G). 


Capitol departs from 


shorter acts.. Effect gives lavout 
pace and greater variets 

Headliner Cardini is his usual 
suave showman and _ stickster 
Much of his technique is lost in 
this large auditorium, but there is 
enough to make impression. No 
allout reception as Magician goes 
through his routine ot snatching 
cards, cigarettes and lighted 
maiches out of the air and exhibit- 
ing some hair trigger juggling 
However, act bnilds and he walks 
off to hefty mitting 

Kate Murtah, comedy chantoo- 
sey, specializing in slapstick imita- 
tions, proves surprise of bill and 
stopped show when caught. She 
leads off straight, with a routine 
blues version of “‘My Bill.” which 
garners mild ripples. Then she 
sails into a dance studio number 
that pylts abupdange ° of belly- 


more in- 
Fenoulhet’s 
sessions 
with Dick James doing the vocals. 


Auer, 
Dennis Sisters (2), 3 Stooges, Carl 


bill had 
an uphill climb to garner applause. 
acros, 

and 
gal blind- 
folded, doing a two-and-half twist 
into a 14-foot high seat is a thriller 


the films, 
gets his best results when mugging. 
His gags fail flat, but he gets hefty 
response for his pianoing of ‘Hold 
Two.” 
opera 
switch is also funny and redeems 


changed 
their routines, but with this house 
is doesn’t seem to make much dif- 
ference as the pavees only seem to 


Mur- 
ta Susan 
& Fred Barry; “Barkleys of Broad- 
1 


standard 
four acts and experiments with five 


laughs. Song, “Senorita Chiquita.” | 
is literally acted out, with singer. 
taking off dance types. Appeal is 
visual as well as auditory, with body 
twists and acting out of lyrics rib- 
tickling» Final number §satirizes 
parlor singers, including the whis- 
key tenor, and rates the laughs and 
curtain calls it gets. 


Comic Frank Conville doesn't 
quite jell in his familiar “little 
man” line of gags and clowning 
Uses tall femme for. contrast 


Builds as he goes along and works 
up to nice finish with a convincing 
Charles Chaplin impresh, but pace 
could be hypoed by perking up 
opening chatter 

Curtain raisers Mark. Russ & 
Owen, acros, get laughs by dint of 
fast tumbling and pyramid work 
via comic effect of midget partner 
wedged between normal size part- 
ners. Act is a quickie that gets 
neat appreciation. Winding bill is 
graceful terp team, Susan & Fred 
Barry, in a ballroom whirl on the 
soft and light side. They're not oi 
the dazzling variety, but click with 
their nifty routines Lowe 


Apollo, N. Y. 

Illinois Jacquet Band (8), Derby 
Wilson, Joyner & Foster, Martcz & 
Lucia, Rae Pearl, Tab Smith Bund 
(12): “Boston Blackie’s Chinese 
Adventure” (Col). 


There’s music in abundance on 
the Apollo bill currently, but 
plenty of solid entertainment also 
in the supporting acts, to make 
for a fast, pleasing session. Illinois 
Jacquet's eight-man crew is high- 
lighted for marquee lure, with Tab 
Smith’s larger outfit, probably 
somewhat under wraps so as not 
to conflict with the topliner, back- 
ing the acts. However, it also 
manages to give out in a couple of 
sizzlers on its own. Torrid opener 
sets things for Martez & Lucia. 
mixed ofay acro team with excel- 
lent routine, that gets deserved ap- 
preciation. It’s a slick act tor any) 
theatre. 

Rae Pearl, sultry songstress, does 
a neat job on a brace of ballads, 
making way for male comedy team 
of Joyner & Foster, whose clown 
ing and hoofing ring the applause 
bell. Clever crossfire gab is topped 


by their razor derby for a slick 
finish. Band takes over for a solid 
workout on “Jack, the Bellboy,” 


which gives maestro Smith and his 
sidemen a real opportunity to 
shine. Combo of three rhythm, 
five reeds and four brasses pitched 
in loud tempo are sufficiently 
brassy to please the _ clientele. 
Derby Wilson, slick terpster of 
Bill Robinson genre, scores, as 
usual, with topdrawer terps. in- 
terspersed with gags. 

Jacquet’s crew holds closing slot 
and really cooks with commercial 
arrangements and sock instrumen- 
tation on “Snake Pit Boogie,” 
“Black Velvet” and other items. 
Maestro, who formerly headed a 
king-sized outfit, has telescoped his 
‘present one to eight men. viz: 
| three rhyhtm, two sax (including 
‘the stick waver), trombone and 
two trumpets. Condensed outfit is 
as good, if not superior, to former 
setup, and is a big click here. 

Edba. 


Tivoli, 8S. F. ° 
San Francisco, May 20. 

Baer, Miller & Lee, Will 
Valentine, Jean Devlii 
Dancers (5), Ralph Williams 

House Orch (8); “Gallant Bess” 
(EL) (re-issue) and “Close-Up” 
(EL), 


Max 
Aubrey 


Rusty timing and dated material 
make this bill less than satistving. 
|Max Baer, as emcee, quondam 
| varn-spinner and singer of one 
song (a takeoff of Phil Harris’ 
“That’s What I Like About the 
South”)* punches over with a big 
portion of appeal and charm but 
suffers from lack of good material 
and pacing. Given some solid 
vaude standards, plus coaching in 
timing. Baer could justify topping 
a bill as a single. Baer projects 
okay and has the voice. looks and 
stage-ease to frame a well-routined 
handout of patter In his case 
notwithstanding his name appeal 
there is no substitute for good ma- 
terial 


Will Aubrey. guitar-strumming 
bard, has pin-point timing, and his 
voice and style hold on to their 
oldtime effectiveness. but much of 
his material has little more than 
sentiment to keep it above water 
His “Silvery Moon” and “Mary 
display sure showmanship. and 
there remains warmth that comes 
from years of knowhow. but his 


act needs work and material He 
got a hefty hand. 

Miller and Lee, using an income 
tax from as a foil for their comed\s 
broucvht a sock hand. Turning in 
a solid juggling performance. Val 


(Centinued on page'47) 


The Palace’s 1913 Opener | 


As for the 1913 debut Palace 
bill, it opened with the Palace 
Girls (line); McIntyre & Harty 
deuced but were pulled after 
the first matinee and replaced 


by Taylor Holmes, who was 
voted “not guilty” as a $2 
monologist; “Speaking to 
Father” (sketch) next; No. 4, 


The Four Vanis. wire act in- 
cluding a female impersonator; 


Hearst cartoonist Hy Mayer 
and Ed Wynn & Co., both 
under New Acts, were next; 
Ota Gygi (billed as the “Span- 


violinist”) followed, 
Napierskowa 
in the next- 


ish court 
preceding La 
classical coocher, 
to-closing; and ‘“‘The Eternal 
Waltz,” flash act with Mabel 
Berra, Cyril Chadwick & Co., 
closing. 

Incidentally, the special New 
Act review on Ed Wynn & Co., 
offering “The King’s Jester” 
(comedy sketch; 14 mins.), un- 
flatteringly tagged it “small 
time speed.” 








Palace Clicks Bis 
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from page 2 


medley received a gatling-gun ac- 
claim that bordered on cheers. 
And then in rapid succession were 
unreeled eight acts that blended 
the modern and a touch of nos- 
talgia tor a rousing payoff. It was 
capped by an added starter in Pat 
Rooney, who was introduced by 
Milton Berle, who came on “un- 
expectedly” from the audience to 
round out the gala. 

RKO Theatres veepee_ Sol 
Schwartz, his chief aide, Bill 
Howard, and booker Dan Friendly 
whipped up a well-balanced eight- 
act bill and should be able to con- 
tinue doing so within the $3,000- 
$4,000 weekly budget require- 
ments. The Thursday mat rail- 
birds and the entire postmortem 
palaver around the 47th Street 
corner ya-ta-taed a few million 
words on “we hope this gets over 
but they shoulda done” so-and-so. 
This runs the gamut from “if it 
must be pop-priced, then it should 
be reserved seat.”’ to Phil Baker’s 
trank proposal to Schwartz that he 
(Baker) could line up the biggest 
names on a sentimental basis for 
an out-and-out return to the two- 
a-day. 

$30,000 Gross Possible 

Matcolm Kingsberg, prez of 
PKO Theatres, and Schwartz. 
know the economics of their oper- 
ation best. At 55c (till noon) and 
95¢ weekdays ($1.20 top on week- 
ends), a $30,000 gross is possible, 
which would spell a $13,000 net 
profit under the current opera- 


tion. Firstrun features cost $3,000: | 


the vaudeville ditto, up to $4,000 
maximum; the house rent and nut 
(musicians, stagehands) around 
$8,500 and the rest for lobby bally, 
advertising, etc. ; 
_ There's no question about the 
timing for a return to round actors 
is propitious. No question but 
that the Palace must hold the line 
on budgets if it’s to continue with 
a firstrun film policy. If the final 
equation is the type of picture 
product, then it becomes once again 
a case of the picture being the 
dominant draw. As presently con- 
stituted, a well-balanced eight-act 
bill should prove at least 50% po- 
tent at the boxoffice, and certainly 
in the opening weeks the balance 
of the b.o. power lies with the 
vaude. 

_ Apart from a show that exceeded 
its intended 70-75 minutes sched- 
ule by running 20 minutes over, 
and a possible reshuffling to bring 
the fast-stepping colored act. Cook 


& Brown, next-to-closing, it was a 
well laid out show. As it was 
Jerry Wayne segued ito come- 


dienne Lorraine Rognan’s contor- 
tive comedy in “three” (red velvet 
drapes) and into “four” for the 
finaleing Dolinoff & Rava Sisters 
(3) dance novelty Latter ran too 
long, but by and large here was a 
bill that played better than it 
looked on paper. Wayne too 
was overlong; incidentally his best 
metier might be class niteries 

The first four acts are under New 


Acts. not being in the VARIETY 
files, although patently seasoned. 
They are: Mage & Karr. opener: 
The Chords (2), in the deuce Nor- 
man Evans. Lancashire comedian 


trom the British music halls. in the 
trey: and The Marvellos (3 
of Continental extraction. in 
riit 

Cook & 
Harlem legmaniacs. are whammo 
in No. 5. Jerry Wayne with his 
jukebox cavalcade next, Miss Rog- 
nan, a good comedy interlude. in 
the ace position, and the dance 
flash closing. comprise the others. 

Show thus bleyds low comedy. 


also 
mid- 
Bi own, 


male pair of 








“Mom, That Man‘s Here Again!” 


By JOE LAURIE, JR. ——__| 


To the overture of big govs of printer's ink, radio and te 














levision 


_ boosts, shouts of editorial approval and shrieks of exhausted ticket 


machines, the years swept back the curtain at the Palace. 
street and 7th avenue collide! Vaude in a new summer 
ing off! 

A wave of nostalgia engulfed a jammed house, an audience that wac 
einotionally ready to welcome home the.children of Lady Vaudeville 
The old. the middle-aged and the young came out to see the house e 
Vaude built; and to see if the new children of Momus could eq 
the great traditions of the song-and-dance pioneers. 


_Where 47th 
Sull was show. 


that 
arry on 


The oldtimers came to scoff, they expected to see eight 
vaudeville. because there wasn’t a “name” on the bill 
seeing tattered talent, they saw performers who packed ple 
tertainment. The youngsters came to see the vaudeville 
that they had heard and read so much about Was there ever a back 
siage picture that didn’t mention The Palace at least once” The i 
voungsters were getting their first lesson of vaude, which is the ABC 
form of entertainment for the masses They didn’t know if it 
good or bad vaude; it was like a guy tasting his first olive 

Don Albert raised his baion and the 802 boys struck up “There's No 
Business Like Show Business.” the lights went out, and my th 
lamp glowed. I could swear that I saw a lot of the boys and 
the Palace Alumni, reaching down from Heaven's 
patting the backs of these youngsters as they 
the flag of song-and-dance at the Palace! 

1 could see Jack Donahue, Johnny (Adelaide &) Hughes. Dotson 
Vernon Castle (The Castles), Eddie Leonard, Genaro & Bailey, William 
Rock, Hal Skelly, Marilyn Miller, Rags Leighton, Toots Papka and 
Bunny Granville dipping their magic feet in the rosin box to see 
that it was okay for the new generation of “shoe shuiflers” like Mage & 
Karr, Cook & Brown, Dolinoff & Raya Sisters. I could see the great 
magicians—Houdini, Horace Goldin and Nate Leipzig—nodding their 
heads in approval at the novelty act of The Marvellos. I was sure 
when Jerry Wayne came on to sing his songs that I heard humming 
backstage by Joe (Van &) Schenck, Nora Bayes, Charlie King, Eddie 
Healey, Irene Franklin, Cecil Lean & Cleo Mayfield, and Frank Crumit 
& Julia Sanderson. 

And when Britain’s funny man, Norman Evans, came on, I could 
see the entrance packed with yok-experts like Frank Tinney, Nat Wills 
Conroy & LeMaire, Chic Sale, Will Rogers, James Thornton, Cliff 
Gordon, Ted Healy, Jack Osterman, Richy Craig, Jr.; Eddie Foy, Lew 
Dockstader, Walter C. Kelly, Ben Welch, Harry Breen, Bert Fitzgibbon. 
and a few of his countrymen like Wilkie Bard, Albert Chevalier and 
Will Fyffe, who also played the Palace. 

The Chords, two boys who imitated all kinds of instruments, I'm 
positive received applause and hearty ‘‘yowsah” trom the ole maestro, 
ben Bernie. 

Florence Moore and Marie Dressler were a pipe audience for the 
antics of Lorraine Rognan; she’s the kind of a comedienne they would 
have loved. 

The Palace showed no headliners, just a bill of bread-and-butter 
vaudeville. Dancing, singing, comedy, magic and music—they were 
all there except the dramatic sketch and monologist. Dan Friendly 
booked a friendly show. There is no dearth of competent recruits for 
the talent playgrounds of the nation. Just try and stop the thousands 
of kids who are now practising comicaleering, dancing, juggling, 
singing and making faces. These youngsters just need nurseries for 
their talents, and they will grow up as the future headliners. ... 

I don’t know how long the Palace will lasi with this new vaudeville 
poticy, but I am sure there have been enough candles lit to heat the 
Grand Central Station, wishing them good luck. I do know that the 
opening of the Palace with vaude has brought new hope to hundreds 
of oldtimers and youngsters. It has made the Wailing Wall sidewalk 
in front’ of the Palice alive again; the cops once again are saying 
“upstage” when they chase the actors from their feet-parking space. 
The boys and gals are again gathering in groups and talking shop-suey, 
the old actors with eyes scorched by so many footlights are looking at 
the Palace sign reading Eight Acts and in their minds they are brush- 
ing the cobwebs away from stored routines. Fhey are asking each 
other, “Do you think this will bring vaudeville back?” And please 
don’t say “no.” Be like the agent that sez ‘Come around tomorrow’— 
those three words have kept many an actor’s hopes alive. As for the 
talented youngsters, some wise man once said, “When a seed starts to 
grow it should not be trampled upon.” So let’s hope this thing called 
vaudeville catches the gold ring at the boxoffice and gets another ride. 
It this re-born vaude keeps coming to us as clean and unbrassy as this 
first show at the Palace, it should stay a long time. Vaude can become 
the silo for Television, as it was for radio, pictures and legit. 

Keep the children of Lady Vaudeville warm, willya, Palace? 


acts and NO 
(Instead of 
‘nly of ep- 
and the house 


Was 


memory 
the Zals of 
gridiron and lovingly 
once again bravely raised 





| 
fast hoofing, items from abroad, the two-a-day at the Palace, heads 
from the niteries, from radio, rec-| the crew of nine backstage but, 
ords—and television. Evans in ef-. for a nostalgie touch, the Palace's 
fect made his American debut via’ o1iginal stage manager, William 
TV on the Ed Sullivan CBS show; Clark, was holding court behind 
two Sundays in succession, and the! the scenes. The honor guest, Bes- 
Dolinoff-Raya act likewise showed sie Wynn, yesteryear headliner, 
twice on the same video program.| who was _ spotlighted, flashlighted 
The Marvellos also did stint on that | and bouqueted, went into a big re- 
show. union pitch with Clark after the 
Every act, except the colored | first show. 

pair, erred by stretching, but the Backstage it’s all the same—al- 
acceleration was sharpened by a! most, Only missing is Morris, the 
clators. "No emoses, ao tol-de-cet, | “xt, cevaer, operator — St 
sae a. pos vite nl ‘ie | st elevator. It would cost around $23,- 
est.” ete The acts came ae cong: ss — il 
off in an old-fashioned manner that until RKO is Teally sure of vaw nt 
must be new to vaudfilm and sta va Paar oll a a yt 
show fans f this decade — climb stairs get the choicer . 
s of this decade. There’ ground-floor and the first-floor cu 
's, of course, the inevitable defer- | pictes 

ence to the mike, an acoustical | <a , teed vaude 
standard that is perhaps inevitable It is ironic that pop PI po that 
in the modern theatre. Amplifica-| “@S displaced by pix, an being 
tion via soundfilms, radio and the “4 vinta gegen: A Ister- 
telescreen has conditioned the na- poy mi a a spencer into 
ion: Dari ' eR ya er for pictures. This S : 
tional hearing to a stepped-up sen- consideration that the evolution of 


sitivity. And that’s all right. That 
: ‘ _— é sete ; » Government de- 
Was the appeal of the picture television ey ag possible 
houses when sound came—every eet hich sce a ta bid for top 
seat was a front seat, whether up- for any independent to ‘9 “some- 
stake > ease film product, are the two §& 
airs or down. , ” ¢ hat have been 
For the rest. Don Albert maes- thing pele factors = «wing back 
troed a tiptop show added in this pendulum swt 


A veteran of 
the vaudfilmeries, he knows how to 
baton his stuff. Backstage is David 
Bines, vet of the Publix and RKO 
unit days, who, while he knows 
what to expect, none the less has 
a job cut out for himself in seeing 


to the combination house policy. 
While the rebirth of vaudeville 
at the Palace is a natural and oa 
most automatic copy-getter, ape 
Mandel did a standout job the pa 


© weeks nenreri the dailies 
three weeks peppering with 


that it’s done. Otherwise, eight and weekend feature sections de- 
acts can appear like too much) buildups for the returm of vau 
show, instead of the fast-paced en-. Ville. -'lI 
lertainment intended. Sol Schwartz kept saying, “well 
The house has been facelifted know the answer better on the se 
at a reported cost of $60,000, in- ond day.” Friday's biz and the 
cluding new seats as well as new, weekend gross should assuage 4 
scenery and other refurbishings.' caution Vaudeville is resounding 


Geerge; Oppel, who dates back to 


ly back at the Palace. 
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y, N. Y. ; : 
~ Juanita Hall, now scoring in 
he Rodgers - Hammerstein Broad- 
pase smash, “South Pacific, (she 
wavs “Bloody Mary”), is a sure bet 
Pr any nitery. Colored songstress 
ad a good legit background he- 
aA soing into ‘Pacific (roles in 
— e iginal Ziegfeld productions 
o “Showboat” and Marc Con- 


ofaly’s “Green Pastures”) and she 
. < her thesping ability expertly 
Saal her tunes. Even more im- 
portant. of course, is her excellent 
voice, a deep and powerful alto 


which she parlays with fine diction 
and phrasing into top results. 

. While she has a background in 
semi-classics and spirituals, having 
formed her own choir after work- 
ing with the Hall Johnson group, 
her choice of material, as demon- 


strated in her first show at Cafe 

Society (17), is in the nitery 

groove. Emphasis is on blues, 

which she fashions into— soulful 

jlaments with her dramatic over- 
s. 

= tees off here with a dra- 


matic tune, “Anyplace I Hang My 
Hat” and then heads_ into the 
plues idom with “From Now On. 
Best number is “Lament Over 
Love,” into which she injects a 
maximum of _ pathos, following 
with a sock job on “Am I Blue?” 
Closer (routine encore) is the sure- 
fire “Bali Ha’i.”” which she created 
in “Pacific.” With her name build- 
ing via ‘Pacific’ (including the 
original cast disk album released 
recently by Columbia). Miss Hall 
is set for practically any type 
nitery and vaude dates. Stal. 


NORMAN EVANS 
Comedian 
11 Mins.; Three 
Palace, New York 

Norman Evans is something of 
an historic item for the vaudeville 
annals. The Lancashire comedian 
pulled a reverse-switch for his 
American debut by going from 
vaudeo to vaude, instead of the 
other way round, because he first 
howcased via two guest-shots on 
d Sullivan’s CBS-TV program. 

For his Palace date, the rubber- 
faced comedian, who has a fine 
sense of audience values, does a 
dentist sketch, playing both 
tooth-yanker and the nervous vic- 
tim. Fear of the dentist’s forceps, 
of course, is a common denomina- 
tor for all, and Evans milks the sit- 
uation, perhaps a shade too long. 
He definitely overstays with that 
extraneous encore on the trumpet, 
utilizing panda character to manip- 
ulate the valves. 


Evans is a British music hall 
standard, and evidences expert 
knowledge of his medium. The 


character studies on both sides of 
the dentist's chair are universal in 
their appeal. In the No. 3 “sketch” 
spot, his was a good spotting. 

Abel. 





MAGE & KARR 
Dancing 
10 Mins.; Three 
Palace, New York 

Attractive mixed team, he in 
gray tropical tux and his blonde 
partner in gray and pink dress. 
Their forte are fast taps of which 
she is more proficient, he handling 
the vocal snatches for the SON VS. 
dance “routine.” Of the tap terps. 
the closing buck-and-wing stuff, 
done as a “challenge,” as a hark- 
back to tradition, is standout, 
notably her eccentric wings. Team 
should advance that, and cut out 
he “Donkey Serenade” for a 
ater accelerating show, particu- 
arly necessary on a layout like the 


Palace where 8 acts must be 
jammed inte a whirlwind 70 
minutes, 


They're backed by a nice blue 
rape set in “three” and establish 
an historic first by being the kick- 
: act on the return of vaude to 
he Palace. Abel, 





THE CHORDS (2) 

lusical Impressions 

0 Mins.; One 

Palace, New York 

witneteetic male pair who click 
ae imitations of bands and sing- 
t's w. kK. via radio or records. The 
Pattern Is by now familiar but they 
disti an al fresco abandon which 
bach vgulshes them besides the 
asically effective takeoffs on Art 
Mooney, 


te Busse, Lombardo, Rose 
KP hy.. Frankie Laine, Wayne 
Ing, Cugat. Spike Jones and 


David Rose’s “Holiday for Strings.” 
Opening “Disk Jockey” song sets 
€ script for their musical in- 

ae aenes, most of them good. A 

ouple are hit ‘n’ miss and, in the 

Case of necessary speed on a bill 


%: 

ine the Palace, they could have 

coeinn a tiptop 10 minutes a 

oh roo 8 mins. and really 
ammed. As it was, they made 


thej : “ 
heir deuce assignment important. 


Abel. 


Acts 


THE MARVELLOS (3) 
Musical; Novelty Comedy 
10 Mins,: Two 
Palace. New York 

The Marvellos are from Switzer- 
land. They, too, like Norman 
Evans and Dolinoff & Raya Sisters 
on this bill, have been seen in the 
New York metropolitan area on the 
Ed Sullivan video show. 


Act opens as a male team, until 
the femme appears later for a 
manikin and a= switch-bit The 
essence of the act is their com 
edy versatility interspersed with 
musical interludes The eccentric 
comic foils for the straight ‘who 
is in tails); switches the clarinet 
into fiddle, trombone and sax. in 
successive numbers, utilizing the 
magicians standard black cloth 
From behind that also emerge 


masks and effigies, such as a gap- 
ing neck of giraffe proportions: a 
hand that becomes dismembered: a 
male dummy that looks like the 
comic which switches into the 
femme ‘tfinale). In between she 
does the manikin bit. The straight 
does the right length with brief 
musical bits on the reed, brass and 
string instruments. 

The act has foreign flavor, and 
its character, coupled with the 
novelty aspects, commends it as a 
surefire highlight on any vaude- 
ville bill. They were a solid hit 
here in a fast 10 mins. Abel. 
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the | 


satire. 
‘does okay on backgrounding acts. 
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Tivoli, S&S. F. 
entine, who is a good 
goes over neatly. 

Two dance routines by Jean Dev- 
lin Dancers are easy on the eyes. 
Music by house orch okay. 

Ted. 





standard, 





Olympia, Miami 
Miami, May 21. 

Tito Coral, Hal Sherman, Nip 
Nelson, Chuck Brown & Rita, Betty 
Lou Drake, Freddie Carlone Orch; 
“Alias Nick Beal” (Par). 

Fairly diverting summer fare on 
tap here this week with layout sat- 
isfying. 

Topliner Tito Coral 


goes over 


with his robust versions of the 
| Latinairs. Standouts are “Begin 
the Beguine” and “Babalu.”’ Col- 


lection of tunes 
to make nice impact. 
Teeoff is okay with Betty Lou 


Drake’s acro work. Hal Sherman, | 
who doubles as emcee, clicks with | 


his hoofing and clowning. Eccen- 


tric terps are his strong point, as | 
| usual. 


Work on_ horizontal bar’ by 


' Chuck Brown and Rita earn fair 


amount of gasps and mitts, while 
Nip Nelson closes with impressions. 
Topper 
radio personalities is “soap opera” 
Freddie Carlone house orch 


Lary. 


Hippodrome, Balto. 

Baltimore, May 22. 
Henny Youngman, Valentines 
(2), Virginia Lee & Co. (2), Ain- 
bassadors (5), Jo Lombardi House 
Orch (12); “Bad Men of Tomb- 
stone” (Mono). 
Henny Youngman is all over 
this layout acting as emcee and 
winding matters with his standard 
stint of one line gags, the violin 
stuff, ete. It's all right and moves 
along at good pace garnering audi- 
ence response. The Valentines, 
mixed team of  hoofers, open 
smartly followed by Virginia Lee 





and male plant in comedy acro- 
batics that provide noveity and 
laughs. ; 

The Ambassadors, quintet of 


male harmony singers, punch out 


the usual arrangements of the 
musicomedy and marching tunes 
for sobid returns, setting matters 


for Youngman to give out with his 
major business. Practiced comic 
has a way with a quick gag and 
times for maximum results. 


Biz good at show caught. 
Burm. 
Circle, Indpls. 
Indianapolis, May 21. 
Bennu Goodman, Orch., with 


Terru Swope. Wardell Gray, Sonny 
Igoe. Doug Mettome, Nicks & Tay 
lor Herkie Styles, Buddy Greco; 
“Jigsaw” (UA). 

Benny Goodman has seen a lot 
of changes, running the gamut 
from jazz to bebop, but he always 
has kept up with the parade, as 
his nicely packaged band show 
proves to “progressive” jazz fans 
at the Circle this week. While it’s 
strictly a show for the hepcats and 
beboppers, change of pace and as 
much accent on variety, plus smart 
use of lighting effects give it un- 


is well balanced | 


to entertaining series of, 


usual production value. Herkie 
Styles adds subtle comedy relief, 
while Nicks & Taylor give nice 
flash of color in dancing routines. 

Goodman builds program around 


jazz age memories, with his key 
men impersonating instrumental 


stars who have gone on from his 
band to front own outfits during 
the years. Wardell Gray on tenor 
sax. Sonny Igoe on drums, Doug 
Mettome on trumpet, Buddy Greco 
on piano and Terry Swope, vocal- 
ist. show class that measures well 
up to the old-timers. Band satis- 
fies as one of Goodman's best. The 
sextet is solid, getting big applause 


for its bounce and drive Maestro 
sull proves a master on clarinet 
and wins plenty kudos. He works 
his wav through “Rose Room,” 
“And the Angels Sing,” “Sing, 
Sing. Sing” and other specialties 
to sock finale built around “String 
of Pearls 

Styles displays a swift line of 


gags which he dished out for good 
results. Biz was oke when caught 
Corb. 
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were forced to kick in performer 
salaries. Two of the three paying 
gave performers one-seventh of 
their regular weekly salary and 
the other had a_ $1,000 talent 
budget 

AGVA cracked down on the Mt 
Sinai affair, which is being co- 
chairmaned by N. Y. Mirror’s 
Brooklyn columnist Ed Zeltner and 
Weitman because it was reported 
to Dunn that the Roxy chorus and 
Paramount show would play that 
affair in addition to the standard 
acts that generally contribute their 
services. 

One-Seventh Week's Salary 

The plan to pay performers one- 
seventh of their weekly salary in 
a benefit show is regarded as one 
step in the elimination of free 
shows. However, it’s not regarded 
as the ultimate solution. Lou Wal- 
ters, Latin Quarter, N. Y. operator, 
who has been in the forefront in 


the fight on free shows, declared | 


that the one-seventh arrangement 


Cheaper in the End 


Henry Dunn, AGVA’s repre- 
sentative to Theatre Authority, 
figures that charity organiza- 
tions holding benefits in Madi- 
son Square Garden, N. Y., 
would get a better break with 
the new setup if acts are paid 
one-seventh of their regular 
weekly salary. 

Example is cited of the 
Israel Orphan Asylum which 
recently paid TA nearly $8,000 
for its 15% share of the gross. 
Dunn estimates that under the 
new plan a similar show could 
have been bought for $7,500— 
and nobody would be behelden 
to nobody. 








was patently an unfair setup. He 
said, “Madison Square Garden 
plays to 20.000 nightly—enough to 
fill every major cafe and every 
Broadway legit show. If those at 
the Garden patronized the cafes, 
theatres and legiters, then there 
wouldn't be hard times in the 
legitimate fields of entertainment. 
Great shows wouldn't be closing.” 
Walters also pointed out that he 
nas to pay a full week’s salary for 
his headliners. who play to con- 
siderably less than the 20,000 gath- 
ered at the Garden in one night. 
TA’s 10-15% Cut 

The AGVA payment plan elimi- 
nates the 10-15% paid to Theatre 
Authority and if this is carried out 
completely, then TA will have its 
source of income cut off and the 
various 4A affiliates will have to 
find a new source of income for 
their welfare funds. The one-sev- 
enth salary is also regarded as a 
loss to collections by the theatrical 
unions. Garden benefits frequent- 
lv pay as high as $8,000, and un- 
der the AGVA payment plan it’s 
possible that performer takes won't 
equal that amount. 

Dunn has been fighting for a 
more equitable distribution of TA 
allocations. He feels that inasmuch 
as AGVA contributes most per- 
formers. then AGVA should get a 
major slice. just as Screen Actors 
Guild gets a 30° slice from bene- 
fits held on the Coast. AGVA gets 
a 15° share in eastern benefits. 
Dunn also questions the wisdom of 
having TA _ contribute to the 
League of New York Theatres and 
the Authors League. The LNYT 
is made up 
ments, while 


little material from 


the Authors League is used at ben- 
‘efit performaneés. 


| Rigoletto 


of theatre manage- 





(P) 





VARIETY BILLS 


WEEK OF MAY 25 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 
whether full or split 
Letier in parentheses indicates circuit: (1) Independent; (L) Leew; (M) 
Paramount; (R) RKO; (S) Stoll; 


wee 
vu ose 





NEW YORK CITY; 


Capitol ‘L) 26 
Eddie Howard Orc 
Chill Wills 
Clifford Guest 
Winer Sis 
Marilvn Maxwell 


Music Hall (I) 26 
Myrtle & Picaud 
Alfredo Luivzzi 
lean Gibbons 
Earl Lippy 
Rolly Rolls 
Evelvn Garay 
Ladd Lyon 
Corps de Ballet 
Rockettes 

Sym Orc 


Palace (R) 26 
Kay Ballard 
Tommy Dix 
Mack Russ & 

Owen 
Steve Evans 
Jack Parker 
3 Arnauts 
(2 to fill 
Paramount (P) 25 
B Sherwood Bd 
Janet Blair 
Jan Murray 
Paul Svydell 
Blackburn Twins 


Roxy (1) 27 
Arnold Shoda 
Jean Arlen 
Berry Bros 
Gaston Palmer 
Viola Layne 

Strand (W) 27 
Bobby Byrne Ore 
Alan Dale 
Eugenie Baird 
Lenny sruce 
L & S Willis 
ATLANTIC 
Warner (W) 
Dick Haymes 
Geo Dewitt 
Don Henry 3 
3 Swifts 
Holloway Sisters 

AUBURN 
Auburn (1) 
Dick & Dinah 
Watts & Newman 
Don Zelaya 
C Fredericks Co 

BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (1) 26 
Roberts Sis & 

White 
Pedro & Durand 
Derry Falligant 
Johnny Morgan 

State (i) 26-28 
DeDios Circus 
Fred Lane 
Milt Moss 


city 
28-29 


26-28 


Wilfred-Mae 3 


| Kayne & Foster 


Ronald Rogers 
Julia Cummings 
Miller & Jene 
CAMDEN 
Towers (1) 27-29% 
Christine & Moll 
Terry Franconi 
Vernon & Ryan 
Herb Lynn 
Bros 
& Aimee Sis 
CHESTER 
Stanley (W) 


1 eniy 
Charlie Spivak Ore 


CHICAGO 
Chicago (P) 27 
Gracie Barrie 
Harmonicats 
Cy Reeves 
C Kaly Dners 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (R) 26 


Frankie Carle O 
Mills Bros 
Kenuson & Mann 
COLUMBUS 
Palace (R) 24-25 
Frankie Carle O 
Mills Bros 


Benson & Mann 
GLENS FALLS 
Rialto (1) 26-28 

Ba& C ¢ Robinson 

Lane's Birds 

Dale Sis 

Anthony & Rogers 
GLOVERSVILLE 
Glove (i) 26-28 

LaMarr & Poppy 

Barney Grant 

3 Edwards Bros 

KINGSTON 

Biway (WR) 26-28 

Loyal’s Stallions 


| Al Castle 


Daeman & Sylvia 
Drew & Drew 
Pat Rooney Jr 
LONG BEACH 
Paramount (WR) 31 
only 
S & T Valentine 
Davey Karr 
R Vasco & Anita 
Youman Bros & 
Frances 
Cedric & Algy 
MIAMI 
Olympia (P) 25 
Sherwoods 
Myles Bell 
Betty Barclay 
Hal LeRoy 
Tvyles, Thorne & 
Roberts 
a PHILADELPHIA 
Carman i!) 26 
Betty Percy 
R & T Rafferty 
Ken Card 
3 Fontaines 
Earle (W) 27 
Lione] Hampton O 
Mantan Moreland 
Kitty Murray 
Curly 
Doug Duke 
Eddie Shu 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (Lt) 26 
Rudy Cardenas 
Lee Davis 
Tattlers 
R Adair Dners 
Howerd (i) 27 
Woody Herman Ore 
Orioles 
George Kirby 
Roll & Tap 
WATERTOWN 
Avon (1) 26-28 
Pat Valley 
Apus & Esterlita 
Graziano Bros 
CANADA 
EAST HAMPTON 
Granada (i) 23 
E & M Harvey 
Cynthia & Gladys 
Arthur Dowler 
E Gordon & Nancy 


BRITAIN 


ASTON 
Hippodrome (1!) 23 
Cyril Levis 
Lotus & Josie 
Claude Williame 
Swan & Leigh 
S & R Jenks 
Lennox 3 

BIRMINGHAM 
Hippodrome (M) 
Tess & Bill 
Billy Cotton Bd 
Tess O'Shea 
3 Hotleys 
Joe Black 
Alan Clive 
Cooper Twins 
Hamilton & Vassi 

BOSCOMBE 


Hippodrome (f) 23 


Jack Lewis 
Tommy Rose 
Sonny Dawkes 
Ken Ryan 
Melody 6 
Arthur Knotto 
BRADFORD 
Alhambra (M) 23 
Joe Loss Bd 
Beryl Reid 
Arthur Worsley 
2 Maxwells 
Reco & May 
K & M Lamar 
BRIGHTON 
Hippodrome 
Bobby Davis 
Atlas & Pippi 
Bob Andrews 
Mushie 
Al Carthy 
Manley & Austin 
Joh. Vree Co 
Pelletier Co 
Elroy 
BRISTOL 
Empire (ft) 23 
jimmy Mack 
Francis Whitmer 
3 Loonies 
George Alex 
Peggy Ann 
Spangled Seauties 
Raymond Barry 
Terry’s Juveniles 
CARDIFF 
New (S) 23 
Joe Stein 
Max Carole 
7 Ashtons 
Kemble Bros 
DERBY 
Grand ‘S: 23 
Eddie Gray 
Afrique 
F & P King 
Taylor & Grav 
Mary Priestman 
Kardomah 
Java Bros 
Hamilton & Vassi 
EDINBURGH 
Empire (M) 23 
Jack Radcliffe 
Ben Yost Co 
Mervyn Saunders 
Jacqueline 
Helen Norman 
Agnette & Syivio 


FINSBURY PARK 


Empire (M) 23 
Prof Jjm 


Freddie Frinton 


23 | 


(M) 23 


Tavior 


Dunbar 


Edwards 


Joyce Golding 
St Clair & Day 
Renee Piat 
Naudy Hella 
Toros & Edward 
Reach 
Finlay Bros 
Heather Furnell 
GLASGOW 
Empire (M) 23 
G & B Bernard 
Frank Evers & 
Dolores 
3 Jokers 
Joe Black 
Donald B Stuart 
2 Sophisticates 
Tattersall Jerry Co 
Robb Murray 
GRIMSBY 
Palace (1) 23 
Rosemary Andree 
Terry Hall 
Woods & Jarrett 
Rex Rodgers 
john Melville 
Eddie Reindeer 
Zio Angels 
HACKNEY 
Empire (S) 23 
Jean Adrienne 
Eddie Leslie 
Leon Cortez 
W Keppel & Betty 
i & S Davis 


Pat & Julien 
Bill Waddington 
Zio Angels 
7 Volants 
Curzon 2 
LEICESTER 
Palace (S) 23 
Vie Oliver 
June Manton 
Jeanette Hughes 
Maurine O'Dell 
Elizabeth Gray 
Ernie Brooks 
Lionei Smith 
S & M Harrison 
Stevil Sis 
lL. Raynor & Betty 
Fred Lovelle 
Kex & Bessie 
LINCOLN 
Royal (I) 23 
Lee Brooklyn 
Mike Howe 
Frank Formby 
4 O'Keefe Sis 
N & V Monroe 
Pegrev Stone 
LIVERPOOL 
Empire (M) 23 
G H Ebiiott 
Gertie Gitana 
Ella Shields 
Lilly Morris 
Randolph Sutton 
Talbot O'Farrell 
Billy Danvers 
Struthard 
Sereno & Joy 
LONDON 
Pailadium (M) 23 
Danny Kaye 
Ted Ray 
Andrea Dancers 


| Wong Sisters 


| Diamond Horseshoe 


(W) Warner; (WR) Walter Reade 
Dunhills SCUNTHORPE 
} Chocolateers | Savoy ‘(!) 23 
Bobbie Kimber Albert Grant 
Dorothy Gray Co Renee Beck 
Sky rockets Ore Fred Hugh 


SHEPHERDS BUSH 


MANCHESTER Empire (S) 23 


Hippodrome (‘(S) 23 Nat Jackley 
Nat Mills & Bobbie Costello Twins 
Maple Leaf 4 Marienne Lincoln 
Desmond & Marks Jack Francois 
Christian's Dogs SUNDERLAND 
Downey & Day Empire (M) 23 
Crochet Agua-Revuette 
Audres Hewitt Tarzan Jr 
N MeGlenn & Vera. Hazell 
Annette’s Belles Frogmen 
Palace (M) 23 Australian A 
F Fle Aces 
hs genes sre Charih Indra 
Jackie Hunter Allen Bros & June 
Marqueez ; Piet Van Brechts 
Raymond Girerd Elizabeth & Collins 
Helen Crerar — Gerry Leadet 
Vivian Et Tassi WOLVERHAMPTON 
rrois De Mille Hippodrome (1) 23 
NOTTINGHAM Zee — , 
illy orburn 
Empire (M) 23 Joe Young Co 
Allan Jones Denis Emons 
Irene Hervey Michael Corb 
Val & Monty Michael Corb 
lris Shand Girls Trp 
Rosinas woop GREEN 
Joe Crosbie Empire ‘(S) 23 
Leslie Strange John Sharman 
Stevano Harry Mooney 
F Evers & Dolorez Victor King 


Jack Crisp & Jill 
PORTSMOUTH 
Royal (M) 23 


Josef Locke 
Tattersall & 
lerry-Thomas 


Johnny Denis Co. 
Stuart & Gray 
Music Hall Lovlies 
H Carroll & Ross 
Falcons 
ORK 
Empire (t) 23 


Jerry 














Freda Wyn Charlie Kunz 
Glenns Norman Wisdom 
Rex Roper & Pat Lorraine 
3 Jokers Shires & Tyires 
Maurice French Co Aerial Kenways 
Hal Menken Billy Maxan 
Cabaret Bills 
NEW YORK CITY 
Bagatelle Salvatore Gioe Ore 


Dorothy Ross 
Jilla Webb 
Richard X. Carter 


| Mark Monte Ore 
| Payson Re Ore 
Nycola Matthey Or 


Jack Corlies Hotei Rooseveit 

Bive Ange | Lawrence Welk Or 
Bill Lawrence Hotel St Regis 
Louise Howard Laszlo & Pepiteo 
Josephine Premice M Shaw Orc 
Herman Chittison 3 Hotel Statier 
Rose Murphy Eddy Howard Ore 

Bop City | Hotel Taft 
Billy Eckstine | Vincent Lopez Ore 
Machito Iceland 
comes hristy Danny Lewis 
Kaj Winding | Latin Quarter 
C Barnet Ore | tel Torme 

Cafe James | Edwards & Diane 


Sheila Barrett Phyllis Claire 


Amy Andrews Penny Caldwell 

Muriel Jayne Don Saxon 

Joe Candulle Ore | Art Waner O 
Cate society B Harlow Ore 

Irwin Corey | le Cc Rouge 


Juanita Hall | Oscar Calvet Ore 
Geo Shearing Ore | Jack Towne Ore 


China Doll Le Ruban Biev 


Kanazawa Troupe ‘ Bibi Osterwald 
Jadine & Jackie 3 Riffs 

Mei Ling | Kirkwood & 
| Pupi Campo Ore | Goodman 


| Jose Curbello Ore | Kitty Crawford 
Line (7) Norman Paris 8 
Fiorence Ahn | Julius Monk 


Leon & Eddie’s 


Copecabans | Eddie Davis 
Martin & Lewis ' Marion Powers 
Vagabonds Tahja 
Penny Carroll Gray & Hess 


Frances White 
Angie Bond Trie 
| Art Waner Ore 
| Danny Sullivan 
Shepard Lire 


Jack Cassidy 
M Durso Ore 
Alvares Orc 

Ramona Lang 


Pearl Bailey No 1 Fifth Ave 
Lucienne & Ashour Fletcher & Sheidy 
Gil Lamb Hildegarde 
|W C Handy Halliday 
Jack Gansert Bob Downey 
Billy Banks | Hazel Webster 
a el gy Harold Fonville 
Sandler Ore ; 
er ; Old Knick 
pene Mera ; Jerry Bergen 
uenger Ballet Line Pau! Killiam 
El Chice Evelyn Ward 


Rosita Rios 
Damwuwon & 
Chapuseaux 
Tina Ramirez 
Los Guaracheros 
Vizeaino Ore 
Havana-Madrid 
Bob & Larry Leslie 
Raquel & Rolando 
Kenneth Buffet 
Mildred Ray Line 
Trini Reves 
Sacasas Ore 
Pancho Ore 


Walter Kiavun 
| Nancy Hanks 
Clara Cedrone 


Old Roumanian 
Sadie Banks 
' Bob Fitzgerald 
Carmen Montoya 
| Mickey Freeman 
Joanne Florio 
| Joe LaPorte Ore 
D Aquila Ore 
Penthouse 
Marilyn Cantor 
|} Mervyn Vvye 


Hotel Ambassador Kurt Maier 
Fred Oliver Ore Riviera 
William Adler Ore Danny Thomas 
William Scotti ‘ Vie Damone 

Hotel Astor Judd Lynne 
Carmen Cavallaro O | Jeff Clay 
Hotel Beimont-Piaze Walter Nye Ore 
Noble & King Lecuona Boys Ore 
Joan Fields Savanneh 
Burns’ Birds | Billy Daniels 


Eddie Stone Ore 
Castellanos Ore 
Hotel Biltmore 
Phil Wayne Ore 
Harold Nagel Ore 


Teddy Hales 
DePaur & Toulag 
Manhattan Paul 
Ida James 

| Ruth Mason 


Hotel Edison Pauline Bryant 
Henry Jerome Ore. Shotsie Davis 
Hotel New Yorker Rosetta Davis 
Nat Brandwynne Estrelita 

ee ' Lucille Dixon Ore 
Johnny Flannagan 
Mona McDonald Versailtes 


Nancy Donovan 
Bob Grant Ore 
Panchito Ore 
Village Barn 
Mike Riley Ore 
Eileen & Carver 


Joan Walden 
Aileen Graff 
Elouise Christiana 
Barbara Frazier 
Bruce Mapes Jr 
Dick Price 


Tony Bavaar Piute Pete 
Michael Meehan Village Vanguerd 
Bill Knapp Josh White 

Hotel Pierre Roger Price 
Artini & Consuelo Marian Bruce 
Beity Jane Watson C Williams 
Stanley Meiba Ore Cyril Haines 3 
Ralph Lane Ore Waldorf-Astoria 


Hotel Plaza Eddy Duchin Ore 
Hildegarde Mischa Borr Ore 


(Continued on page 55) 
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Murtagh Probe Appears to Have 
Loosened Legit Tickets for Hits 


Marked decrease in legit 
scalping on Broadway, both as to 
sales volume and the price mark- 
has begun to be felt. This Is 


up 
figured an obvious result of the 
current probe by John M Mur- 


tagh. New York City Commissioner 
of Investigations According to 
those in the trade, there has al- 
ready been an improvement in the 
availability of seats for hit shows 
Also, reported scalper prices have 
dropped. 


Meanwhile, steps to revoke the 
license of another broker were 
taken yesterday (Tues.) bv 
Murtagh Latest action was 
against Phil Rosen, who operates 


an agency of that name. Charges 
in this case were the same as those 
levelled last week against the John 
Ahearn agency. That is, violation 
of the state law requiring brokers 
to maintain records of where they 


obtained all tickets and to whom 
and for how muchveach was sold 

According to Murtagh, the 
Rosen agency gets no regular 
allotments from any shows, but 
can place orders at the boxoffice 
and has been using “diggers’”’ and 


buying seats from unlicensed sell- 
ers at a 25c markup. When ques- 
tioned last week, Rosen could not 
explain where he had obtained 24 
tickets to “South Pacific’ and said 


he got another pair from a 
“triend” for the June 7 pertorm- 
ance of the musical 


The Ahearn and Rosen agencies 
are only the first two of many out- 
fits : which revocation ac- 
tion will be taken. the commis- 
sioner indicated. He expects the 
probe to continue indefinitely and 
satisfaction over the 
progress made so far. He added 
that the drive against scalping has 
received enthusiastic support from 
the public. The letters offering 
help and expressing approva! have 
been more numerous than tor any 
other probe in the history of the 
investigations office, he said 

Meanwhile, Murtagh’s auditors 
are continuing their check of 
books and records of the Shuberts. 
and of the Majestic and Century 


against 


expressed 


the 


theatres, which they operate. ‘Lee 
Shubert, president of the firm 
made one appearance before the 
commissioner last week, and is 
expected to be called again. Irv- 
ing Engel, treasurer of the Cen- 
tury. where “Kiss Me. Kate” is 


playing. was questioned Monday 
(23) and also may be recalled. 
Last week Jack Pearl, treasurer 
of the Majestic, where “South 
Pacific’ is playing, was suspended 
by Shubert after refusing to an- 
swer Murtagh’s questions. The 
probe was also widened this week 
with the issuance of a supboena 
for the theatre ticket records of 
a number of private clubs in New 
York, including the Harvard, Yale, 
Princeton, Dartmouth, Columbia, 
University, and New York Athletic. 
Covert Set for Aussie 
‘Annie,’ Tilton Leaving 
Earl Covert. who played the 
male lead opposite Mary Martin in 
the touring company of “Annie Get 
Your Gun” for 12 months, is leav- 
ing soon for Australia, to take over 
the lead role inthe Aussie “Annie,” 


which another American, Webb 
Tilton, has been playing for two 
years. Tilton is returning home 
for a rest. Covert will step into 
the role the end of July. 

“Annie.” with Evie Hayes. Will 


Mahoney's wife, in the name role. 
is currently at the Theatre Royal, 
Sydney, under the J. C. William- 
son Theatres management. Show, 
which played Melbourne tor 10 
months. is leaving Sydney earls 
in September, when it will have 
plaved about a year there. and will 


tour New Zealand. Show has 
plaved SRO steadily, with seats 
booked weeks ahead. Miss Hayes. 
who has played “Annie” steadily 
since July 19, °47, will take a 
month’s vacation in June, with 
June Clyde, U.S. musical comedy 
actress, replacing. Miss Clvde 
went to Aussie early this season 
to play in “Born Yesterday” and 


“John Loves Mary.” 


Only reason “Annie” is vacating 


Svdney is to make way for “Kd- 
ward, My Son,” starring Robert 
Morley, which will open at the 
Theatre Royal Sept. 10 or 15. 


Engagement is limited, with Mor- 
ley booked to play Melbourne. 
Brisbane, Adelaide and New Zea- 
land. Williamson is also produc- 
ing. 


ticket + 





Ouida Bergere Sought 
To Rewrite Vosper Play 


Ouida Bergere (Mrs. Basil Rath- 
bone) is being sought by William 
L. Taub to revise the script of 
“People Like Us,” the Frank Vo- 
sper drama he has announced for 
fall production on Broadway. Taub 
will probably go to London shortly 
to arrange with Vosper’s heirs for 
permission for the rewrite. 

Producer hopes to have Leo 
Genn, Anna Turner and James 
Hayter as leads in the show. He 
had signed Margaret 
star, but she won an arbitration to 
get out of the contract. 


Ferrer to Do 
Straw Hamlet’ 


Jose Ferrer, who closes in the 
‘Silver Whistle’ at the Biltmore, 
N. Y., Saturday (28), will appear in 


Hamlet” week of Aug. 30 at the 
Olney (Md.) theatre for his only 
strawhat date this summer. En- 


gagement is dependent on his film 
stint, as he has an eight-week pix 
assignment in Hollywood starting 
next week 

With the city® of Washington 
starved for legit after a full season 
without any, the Olney strawhatter 
under the direction of Richard 
Skinner and Evelyn Freyman looks 
‘or a big summer season. Opening 
next Tuesday (31) with Tallulah 
Bankhead in “Private Lives,” the 
iwo-week engagement of this play 
sold out a week ago. In 
dications look towards a boff sea- 
son up to the last week, when 
Helen Haves makes an appearance 
in “Good Housekeeping,” week of 
Sept. 12. 

Theatre is also getting reputa- 
tion of being the strawhat deluxe 
of the summer circuit, by value of 
the fact that it has air-conditioning: 
a total of five stages, each 34 feet 
wide, as well as a swimming pool 
built by the property owner, C. Y. 
Stephens for the actors and Staff. 


U.S.-Led, French-Named 
Russ Ballet Spreading 
American Art in Europe 


Anomaly in Europe this season is 
a Russian ballet company with a 
French name, and American prin- 
cipals, which is touring the Conti- 
nent, being received everywhere as 
“soodwill ambassadors of the 
arts; and, despite the internation- 
al flavor of the company, being ac- 
cepted as “American.” This is the 
Grand Ballet de Monte Carlo, 
owned and managed by the Mar- 
quis George de Cuevas, who is 
John D. Rockefeller’s grandson by 
marriage. 

The troupe, after a brief stay 
on the home grounds at Monte 
Carlo, had an SRO season in Paris 
and is now repeating its boff draw 
in Spain. Queen Juliana has in- 
vited it to Holland at the close of 
the Spanish tour, and the troupe 
will play Dutch cities until its en- 
gagement in London at Convent 
Garden starting June 21. 

Company's teading dancers (de- 
spite their Continental names) are 
Americans, including Tamara Tou- 
manova, Andre Eglevsky. Rosella 
Hightower, Majorte Tallchief. 
George Skibine, Ethery Pagava and 
Ana Ricarda. John Tafas, the 
maitre de ballet, is American. 
\lisses Hightower and Tallchief are 
quarter-blood American’ Indians. 
Troupe includes other nationalities. 
of course; it also has three prom- 
inent guest artists in Leonide Mas- 
sine, Tatiana Riabouchinska and 
David Lichine. 


‘Okla.!’ Booked for A. C. 
During AMA Convention 
Atlantic Citv, May 24 
“Oklahoma” comes to the 5.000- 
seat Warner theatre here for the 
week of June 5 to take advantage 
of the American Medical Assn 
convention with its 20,000 doctors, 
their tamilies and friends. 
Amusement people have found 
the AMA to be liberal spenders. 
In the days of the old Apollo, 
with its weekly legit changes, con- 
ventions otten meant the differ- 
ence between red and black figures. 


Was 





MET OPERA CO. NIFTY 
$67,000 IN ST. LOO 


St. Louis, May 24. 

The Metropolitan Opera Co. 
wound up its nationwide tour here 
Saturday (21), with performances 
in the Kiel (Municipal) Auditorium 
grossing a nifty $67,000. which 
bettered the gross tor the same 
number of performances last year. 

Operas presented were “Lucia di 
Lammermoor,” “Carmen” and “La 
Boheme.” Engagement was spon- 
sored by the St. Louis Symph so- 
ciety. 


a _ 


Nederlander Sez 
ix to Mpls. If 
Unions Say Nay 


Minneapolis, May 24. 
due 


Sullavan as' 


Following a losing season 


to unprofitable patronage for even 
smash New York hits and high 
operating costs, James Neder- 
lander of the Lafayette-Shubert, 
Detroit, announced here he'd not 
renew his lease for the Lyceum, 
local legit roadshow house, for 


another year unless the musicians’ 
union would modify its require- 
ments and the stagehands’ union 
also made some concessions. 
George Murk, AFL Musicians’ 
union president here, said Neder- 


lander had made the same _ pro- 
posals several times before and 
been turned down, and_ they'd 
likely meet the same reception 
again. 

Nederlander told the Morning 


Tribune the Lyceum had paid out 
about $8,000 this season for “‘musi- 
cians who weren’t needed.” The 
union’s local requirement is eight 
musicians for purely dramatic 
shows needing no music, com- 
pared to three in Detroit and four 
in Chicago The local scale for 
musical shows, which Neder- 
lander wants,reduced, is $122 per 
week for each man. 

It Nederlander will 
a specified number of weeks of 
work during the season, Murk 
says, the union committee would 
be more favorably disposed to re- 
quire fewer musicians for non- 
musicals and a lower scale for 
men playing the musicals at the 
Lyceum. 

Nederlander says the stage- 
hands’ union had made some con- 
cessions when he took over the 
theatre last summer, and he’ll ask 
for more. But the main thing, he 
emphasized, is that “it’s hiring 
men we don’t need that we can’t 
afford when we're losing money.” 

The Tribune also was told by 
Nederlander that because Minne- 
apolis “is off the beaten path’— 
an “out-of-the-way jump that most 
touring attractions don’t like to 
make’’—he, in turn, must make 
“concessions” on terms to. bring 
them here. Moreover, “the un- 
satisfactory boxoffice showings this 
season, when Minneapolis has had 
more bookings than in any other 
previous one, will make it even 
harder to persuade producers to 
send their shows here next sea- 
son.” Despite the comparatively 
heavy schedule of Broadway hits 
here, the Lyceum lost money, ac- 
cording to Nederlander. 

Nederlander’s two sons,- Jimmy 


guarantee 


and Fred, are manager and. as- 
sistant manager, respectively, of 
the Lyceum. Nederlander, Sr.. 


to'd Vartery that the Lyceum. in 
case he retains it, “positively will 
not play any attraction for less 
than a full week.” The split weeks 
this season were especially costly 
for the theatre, he says. 


Ann Lee, Weiss Win On 
> ° . 
Phoenix Theatre Name 
| Phoenix, May 24. 
\ motion by Ann Lee and Rich- 
ard Weiss to dismiss a suit which 
sought to enjoin them from “sing 
the tag Sombrero Plavhouse§ for 
their legit theatre here was grant- 
ed last week by Superior Jude 
J. Smith Gibbons ’ 
Suit was brought by William W 
Merrill, Kenneth E. Turner and 
Harold W. Meinert. who contended 
they had advertised under the 
name of Sombrero Playhouse. and 
that they intended to produce 
plays in Phoenix under that name 
Trio was granted 10 days in which 
,to file a new complaint. 





ithe deal. 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


Many of the top actress names in the theatre have recently b 
plugging “Life With Mother” by wearing scarfs bearing the play's revey 
Such stars as Helen Hayes, Katharine Cornell, Mary Martin ™M ttle, 
Hunt, Madeleine Carroll and Patricia Morison, have been cary a 


F : t : : 5 rryi 

silk sandwich-boards in public, in New York and elsewhere. ~ ing the 
Scarfs, made by a N. Y. manufacturer, are part of an exploitati 

tieup arranged by Harry Forwood, pressagent ton 


for “Mother.” Ag 
courtesy gesture, producer Oscar Serlin gave scarfs to Dorothy Stic a 
ney, title actress in “Mother,” and the other women in the ieee 
the Empire, N. Y. He also sent them to all the actresses such rs 
Dorothy Gish. June Walker, Nydia Westman. who played the ne as 
character in the original “Life With Father.” All the recipiente 
cluding Irene Dunn, who played Mother in the film version of “Fath ~ 
reveal they've been wearing them publicly. ace, 
Serlin sent scarfs to 70 actresses altogether, including virtu 
leading femme player in current Broadway shows. He even se 
to actress friends abroad, such as Gertrude Lawrence 
it had attracted attention when she wore it in London 


ally every 
nt some 
who wrote that 


All three pr ‘tions i hic eli ayward is associ: 
1 t productions in which Leland Hayward is associated were 


prominently featured last week in the regular news columns of the 
New York dailies. South Pacific,” which he is co-p: oducing with 


Richard Rodgers, Oscar Hammerstein, 2d, and Joshua Logan, 
the front pages most of the week as the center of the New York City 
probe of ticket speculation. “Mister Roberts,” of which he’s solo pres 
senter, also became Page 1 news when its co-author, Thomas Heggen 
was found dead in his bathtub, apparently a suicide. “Anne of the 
Thousand Days,” which Hayward is producing in association with the 
Playwrights’ Co., broke into the news section when its author. Maxwell 
Anderson, was accused of plagiarizing the drama trom the books and a 
play of Francis Hackett, and replied by suing the hislorian-novelist 
for $100,000 for alleged libel. 


was on 


Move by Sol Jacobson, pressagent for the Maurice Evans revival of 
“Man and Superman,” to relinquish the assignment for the 
final week (current) of the play’s return engagement at City Center 
N. Y., was turned down by the actor-manager. Jacobson felt that there 
was little further he could do for the show, so his salary might as well 
be saved. His union, the Assn. of Theatrical Press Agents & Managers 
okayed the move, since the production is rated as a touring one, for 
which a p.a. is not required for the closing week. However. Evans 
figured he’d need Jacobson for publicity assignments in connection with 
the last week. 


second and 


Having been convinced that sending its drama editor. John K. Sher- 
man, to New York once a year to cover and report on the Broadway 
shows isn’t sufficient, the Minneapolis Sunday Tribune wil! attempt fur- 
ther education of Minneapolitans in the legitimate theatre's realm 
Starting next week, the paper every Sunday on its theatre page, will run 
a list of 10 or more of the leading Broadway attractions specifying their 
grosses and the number of performances. The information will be culled 


Dallas Sets Big 


KIPNESS-ABBOTT-TODD 
EYE CATHOLIC U. REVUE 
0-Wk. Alfrescos 


Deal for the Broadway presenta- 
tion of “Thank You, Just Looking,” 


the Jay Gorney-Jean and Walte 
Kerr revue tried out the last two 
weeks at Catholic Univ., may be Dallas, May 24. 


set in the next couple of days. The _ The Fair Park Casino will give 
composer and authors are due in Dallas a big summer season this 
New York today (Wed.) from Wash- year with a 10-week series of mu- 
ington to discuss terms with pros- sical productions — starring top 
pective producers. Broadway names. The “Starlight 
Among those dickering for the Operetta” series has been booked 
show, which has drawn unusually DY Charles R. Meeker, Jr., operator 
favorable reviews and trade com- ° the casino. 
ment, are Joseph Kipness and “Up In Central Park” will open 
George Abbott, who would prob- the season June 20 and will run for 
ably present the musical in part- two weeks with Kenny Baker, 
nership, with Abbott doing the Beverly Janette and Helen Gal- 
staging, as well as Michael Todd, lagher starring. “Rose Marie” will 
William R. Katzell and others. The follow July 4 with Imogene Coca, 
Brandt & Brandt agency represents John Raitt and Marion Bell star- 
the authors. ring. Remaining productions will 
go on as follows: 


“Bloomer Girl,’ July 11, with 
Nanette Fabray; “Look Ma, I'm 
Dancing,” July 18, with Kay Bal- 
lard and Alice Pearce; “Bitter 
Sweet,’ July 25, with [lona Massey 
and Robert Rounsville; “Pal Joey,” 
Aug. 1, with Vivienne Segal and 
Georgie Tapps: “Chocolate Sol- 
dier,’ Aug. 8. with Polyna Stoska, 
of the Met Opera Co., Elaine Mal- 
bin and Rounsville; and “Show 
Boat.” for two weeks, with Carol 
Bruce, who costarred in the recent 
Broadway revival, Lawrence 
Brooks, Hal LeRoy, Bertha Bel- 
more and Beverly Tyler. 


Ed Lester Plans One 


Only 406 Raised So. 
Far in 1006 Wing Drive 


Public drive initiated last De- 
cember for $100,000 by the Ameri- 
can Theatre Wing, tor use exclu- 
sively on its hospital entertainment 
program, has bogged down. with 
only $40,000 raised to date. All of 
that amount actually came trom 
within the theatre. 

Wing is pepping up its campaign, 
starting today (Wed.). by placing a 
large collection of Swiss music box 
theatres, in which doll-like figures 
pertorm dances and ballets to mu- 
sic-box tunes, in leading night- 
clubs, hotels and department stores 
in N. Y., as aid in soliciting funds. 


Various stars have decided to N C t Sh Y ly 
“adopt” or sponsor a ihaeive. eW Loas o ao 

names including Mary Martin. Los Angeles, May 24. 

Helen Hayes, Hildegarde. Kath- Edwin Lester, who brought 4 
arine Cornell, Nanette Fabray. successful “Song of Norway” ao 
Kitty Carlisle, Lily Pons. the an unsuccessful “Magdalena” from 
Lunts, Martita Hunt. Ilka Chase, here to Broadway, is now planning 


Melvyn Douglas and others. 


Exhibiti to produce at least one new Civie 
-Xhibition will run through the 


Light Opera Assn. show annually. 


= ov Clubs, restaurants He will invite top writing and mu- 
i & 1ers Cooperating include sic talent to a roundtable discus- 
eon & Eddie's, Monte Carlo, Le | sion to select a book and help with 


Ruban Bleu, Barberry Room. Al- | 
sonquin, Biltmore, Chambord. Lord 

& Taylor, Reuben’s. Village Barn 

Waldorf - Astoria, Sherry - Nether- 
land. 21, ete. 


the production. Basic plan Is to 
have pool of three new shows from 
which one can be taken each yeat. 

Behind his reasoning is a desire 


ns ale not to have his group become nee 
ean lv a booking organization impor 

Dunham to Aussie ing New York hits, as well as re 
Sydney, May 19. inite knowledge that operetta 


which warrant revival are rege 
and her troupe will come to Aussie [ing in number. L. A. Civic }s » 
for the Fullers after completion of i its 12th season. 
their London run. aineianes —_ —— 
Understood that , ‘ : service 
son of Sir Ben F aon yer, Keith Theatre Ticket Serv in 
Lond ' en Fuller, currently in chartered to conduct bues.aes» 
soncon on talent hunt. signatured New York. with a capital stock 0 


U.S. dancer Katherine Dunham 


200 shares, no par value. 








FO RO = = & he SO 


—_— + © 


s= os so =st =a 


—_ 
— 


2x mH ww © 


-_—— ywua~=emere Aw ® 


ma we 2S ao 
































































Same 
its, in- 
ther.” 


every 
Some 
e that 


were 
f the 

with 
4S on 
< City 
) pres 
"e8en, 
f the 
h the 
xwell 
and a 
Velist 


‘al of 
1 and 
‘nler, 
there 
well 
gers, 
for 
Vans 
with 


Sher. 
dway 

fur- 
~alm. 
l run 
their 
ulled 


0S 


give 
this 
mu- 

top 
light 
yked 
ator 


ypen 
| tor 
ker, 
Gal- 
will 
oca, 
star- 
will 


rly 


and 
‘om 
ing 
ivic 
Hy. 
nu- 
"uS- 
vith 

to 
‘om 
2ar. 
sire 
re- 
yrt- 
lef- 
‘tas 
nd- 


ow 





Wednesday, May 25, 1949 


VARIETY 


LEGITIMATE 49 

















$6,500,000 INVESTED IN 1948-49 


HOT 


‘ICE’ 


Can there ever be a cure for “ice?” It’s almost a legit biz tra- 


dition that the illegitimacy of ‘ 


the game. 


‘hot” tickets to a hit is part of 
It was inevitable that something truly dramatie in 


the way of hitting at this situation would happen, and it did. 
starting with the “South Pacific” probe by Investigations Com- 


missioner _M 
to carry it to the limit. 


John M. Murtagh who has official municipal blessing 


The public interest is something that can’t always be ignored 


No show, whether or not a smash like “South Pacific,” is 
That 


the alleged $40 to $60 a pair 


wortn 


eager-beaver VIPs. with no 


conception of values, aid and abet the gyp specs is no apology 


for the evil. 


Theatre managers are in a spot to dramatize their own will- 
jngness to cooperate and self-regulate. Housecleaning must come 


from within. It’s inconceivable 


talk” unless he’s obligated to protect somebody—if 


perhaps somebody higher up. 


that a theatre treasurer “won't 
not himself, 


Producers aver that they have no control of tickets to their 


hit or 
and 


flop. 
with it 


own shows, 
centage terms, 


They rent a desirable theatre on per- 
come all 


the appurtenances. from 


janitoring and ushering to boxoffice staffs. 


When the Ringling circus comes to Madison Square Garden it 


takes over everything, 
may be legit’s salvation 


particularly the treasurers’ cages. 
each show to have its own ticket crew. 


That 


Any chiseling would then no longer become a shuttlecock propo- 
sition—the attraction would be as responsible in front of the 
house as for the entertainment back of the footlights. The Ring- 
ling practice in renting the Garden’s facilities each spring is no 
guaranteed panacea either—the circus people also have been tar- 


gets of ticket complaints. 


In that case one thing would 
on one source. Thus would 
responsible for “South 


Pacific 


be certain—the onus would fall 


Rodgers & Hammerstein be 100% 
, rom 


the attraction to its 


merchandising, if they controlled the Majestic theatre, which 
houses their show. Particularly ticket sales. 


As has been a time-dishonored custom, producers of hits too 


often find themselves working 


for benefit of sharpshooters in 


the boxoffice. The “ice” rightfully belongs to the production, if 
that practice were to be countenanced, not to the hitch-hiking- 
box-office men of a “lucky” theatre. Authors might consistently 
complain that if things weren't made so difficult, when you finally 


get a hit, it would help further creativeness in the theatre 


That 


goes for every component. Otherwise, it’s just another scavenger 


hunt. 


Abel. 


South Pacific Repays 30%, of 2256 
Budget; ‘Salesman’ in 70%, Payoff 


Despite wholesale complaints 
about poor grosses recently on 
Broadway and the road, a number 
of current shows have been paying 
off to backers the last few weeks. 
Some of the top hits are getting 
back their production expense in 
record time. 

“South Pacific’ the Rodgers- 
Hammerstein musical smash, has 
already repaid 30°o of its $225,000 
budget and is slated to make an 
additional divvy of 20° in about 
two more weeks. It's estimated 
to be netting around $12,000 a 
week at the Majestic, N. Y. 

“Death of a Salesman.” Arthur 
Miller's dramatic click. has already 
paid off 70°e of its $100,000 invest- 
ment and is remitting the balance 
at the rate of $10,000 a month. It 
has also accumulated $15.000 to- 
ward the cost of the road company, 
Plus a cash reserve, bonds. etc. 
It's making an estimated $4.000 a 
week at the Morosco. N. Y. 

“Kiss Me, Kate.” Cole Porter 
tuner, has already returned a profit 
of 15° on this $180,000 investment 
and stands to cash in on the second 
Company being bankrolled by the 
Los Angeles and San Francisco 
Light Opera Assn. The original 
Production is netting $12,000 
weekly. 

“Lend an Ear” recently made 
an initial return of 207 the 
amount of the overcall), having first 
Paid off the $30.000 loss from the 
Coast production Figuring on its 
Cash reserve, it has an estimated 
$45.000 still to be regained, but 
Is expected to get that amount by 
mid-summer, at the Broadhurst 
_ “Madwoman of Chaillot.’ which 
MVolved a cost of $72.000. includ- 
NZ a $12,000 loss on the first few 
weeks’ run, has repaid one-third of 
the investment and will pay an- 
other third this week It's just 
*oout in the black, at the Belesco, 
N. Y.. where it suspends June 25 
the summer. 

.. Charley’ Gets Back 75% 

Where's Charley?” has regained 
over 75°% of its $200,000 invest- 
ment. despite an abnormal rovalty 

‘Continued on page 5%) 
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Molly Picon in Oct. 3 
N. Y. Musical Opening 


Molly Picon stars in “Abi Ge- 
zunt.” new Yiddish musical to be 
directed by her husband, Jacob Ka- 
lich. which opens the 1949-1950 
season at the Second Avenue the- 
atre, N. Y. 

Irving Jacobson and Mae 
Schoenfeld will be featured, Open- 
ing will be Oct. 3. 


Tandy to Star In 
Bemelman Yarn 


Actor-director Hume Cronyn 
will star his wife, Jessica Tandy. in 
a trvout of “Now I Lay Me Down 
to Sleep.” the Elaine Ryan adap- 
tion of Ludwig Bemeimans novel 
this summer. at Leland Stanford 
Univ.. Palo Alto. Cal. The open- 
ing is set for July 21 and rehear- 
sals will start June 27, with Cronyn 
staging. He intends presenting the 
play on Broadway next fall. 

Miss Tandy. who withdraws next 
week from the featured femme 
lead in the original production of 


“Streetcar Named Desire.” at the 
Ethel Barrvmore. N. Y.. is due to 
report Aug. 21 at 20th-Fox, having 


month’s extension 
to do the Ryan play. Except for a 
vacation last summer. she has been 
in “Streetcar” since the opening a 
vear-and-a-half ago In order to 
stav with the show the second sea- 
son she agreed to an extension of 
her contract with 20th-Fox 

With Miss Tandy exiting the 
Broadway edition of “Streetcar.” 
the femme lead is being taken over 
by Uta Hagen. who has played it 
for the last vear on the 
the same time, Ralph Meeker and 
Carmelita Pope succeed to the 
other two leads in the original 
company, replacing Marlon Brando 
,and Kim Hunter. 


been granted a 


road At | 
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By HOBE MORRISON 
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has been 
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critical 
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The Broadway season of 
has been a notable one. It 
a Sé extremes 

distinguished 

and boxoffice hits. as 
as some of the costliest failures on 
record. On the basis of mere pro 
duction volume, the season was not 
particularl. impressive. 


ason of 
several suc 


cCeSSeSs well 


Total of 63 productions (includ- 
ing “Mr. Adam,” tonight's ( Wed.) 
preem) will have been presented 
on Broadway when the ot- 
ficially ends May 31, compared 
with 67 entries during the 1947-48 
season. That does not include four 
off-Broadway productions by New 
Stages, five return engagemenis of 
previous-season hits at City Cen- 
ter, or six Invitational Series try 
outs by the Experimental Theatre 
The regular Experimental Theatre 
has been inactive this and 
there have been no visiting troupes 
from abroad, such as the D’Oyly 
Carte Opera, the Dublin Gate The 
atre and Habimah Theatre. 

Approximately $6,500,000 has 
been invested in Broadway produc 
tions during the season As de 


season 


season 


(Continued on page 50) 


Hackett Stalls 


On Case Backing 
Anderson Sut 


Hackett. 
against 


Francis whose plagiar- 
Ander- 
a $100,000 
still hasn’t 


back 


ism claim Maxwell 


son last week brought 


libel 
started 


suit against him, 


action to his 


original accusation. His attorney. 
Fanny E. Holtzman. has indicated 
he will do so. although there is no 
hurry about it. Hackett was served 
with papers in Anderson's suit 
vesterday (Tues.) just before sail- 
ing for Europe. 

Anderson's libel suit is based on 
quoted statements in the N. Y. 
Times and Herald Tribune. in 
which Hackett said he believed 
Anderson's plav. “Anne of the 
Thousand Davs.” at the Shubert, 
N. Y.. had been plagiarized from 
two of his ‘Hackett’s) books, 
“Henry the FEighth—a_ Personal 
History’ and “Queen Anne 
Boleyn.” plus his dramatization of 
the latter When informed of 
Hackett’s alleged assertions. An- 
derson indignantly denied the 
charge. His suit is not directed at 
either the Times or Herald 
Tribune. 

Hackett’s claim against Ander- 
son was the subject of a meeting 
early last week of the Playwrights’ 
Co.. of which Anderson is a mem- 
ber and which. in association with 
Leland Hayward. is producer of 
“Anne of the Thousand Days.” It 
Hackett’s 


legal 


’ 


was decided to fight 
claim, even though the Playwrights 
members were warned that the 
case might cost from $10,000 up- 
wards to defend Anderson en- 
tered suit for libel several davs 
later. 

Normally, libel involves written 


statements. whereas slander in- 
volves the spoken word. However 
Hackett’s allegations regarding his 
books and the Anderson play were 
sent in writing to the Playwrights’ 


Co. in explanatory support of his 
claim, when the matter was orig- 
inally broached 

Hackett received a “substantial” 


settlement from Sir Alexander 
Korda and United Artists after he 
had brought suit over alleged simi- 
larities between his books and the 
film. “The Private Life of Henry 
VIII.” starring Charles Laughton 
“Streetcar” For Omaha 
Omaha. May 24 
Tristates Theatres Corp. booked 
road company of “Streetcar Named 
Desire” for Omaha theatre Oct 
24-26. 


CTIONS. See Dramatists’ Contracts Changed 


To Exit References to Voided MBA 


Runs in the Family 


Olney. Md... Mav 24 
Jamie MacArthur, 11-vear- 
old son of Helen Haves and 
Charles MacArthur, will make 
his stage debut in The Corn 


Is Green” at the Olney theatre 
here, week of June 13 

His sister Mary, 19, will play 
the Thelma Schnee brat part, 
with Frances Starr in the Ethel 
Barrymore lead role 





Equity May Act 
On Balto House 
In Booking Snag 


Possible action by Actors Equity 


to help the management of the 
Marvland theatre, Baltimore, to get 


regular legit bookings will be sub- 


mitted to the union's membership 
meeting June 3 at the Astor hotel 
! Y. The council has considered 
the matter, but made no decision 
General feeling of the council is 
understood to be sympathetic to 


the non-segregation policy of the 
theatre, but there’s some question 


of the legal angles involved, under 
the Equity contract with the 
League of N. Y. Theatres 

It's generally conceded that, un- 
til the present pact expires a year 
hence, Equity cannot actually for- 
bid its members from appearing at 
the opposition Ford's theatre, 
which is retaining its racial segre- 
gation policy. However, it's figured 
the union might suggest that mem- 
bers, as individuals, request a 
clause in their contracts excusing 
them from playing Ford's. Or it 
might merely issue an explanation 
of the situation and leave it to the 
members to take whatever action 
they see fit. 


Question of Dramatists Guild 
action on the matter was to have 
been discussed by that organiza- 
tion's council meeting yesterday 
(Tues.). However, the entire ses- 
sion was devoted to consideration 
of the Guild's status under N. Y. 
Federal Judge Simon H. Rifkind’s 
decision of last week outlawing its 
minimum basic agreement with the 
League of N. Y. Theatres. It’s fig- 
ured possible that most of the top 
dramatists, who two seasons ago 
signed a pledge not to permit their 
shows to play the = segregation- 
policy National theatre, Washing- 
ton, may extend the nix against 
Ford's. 

Situation arose recently when the 
management of the Maryland. 
which had switched to a non-segre- 
gation policy, appealed to Equity 
and the Guild to help it get book- 
ings. Ford's, retaining its jim crow 
setup, is affiliated with the United 
Booking Office, which normally 
gives it the pick of touring Broad- 
way productions. 


LONDON DEAL IMMINENT 
FOR ‘DETECTIVE STORY’ 


Sidney Kingsley, already 
juggling several offers for the 
screen rights to “Detective Story 
is also dickering with various Lon 


don managements for a West End 
production of the plas Deal for 
the latter may be set almost mo 


mentarily. 
British 


Among the producers 


angling for the hit melodrama are 
Jack Hylton, Jack Buchanan and 
Hugh Beaumont The latter, who 


produces under the H. M. Tennent, 
Lid.. setup, is represented in this 
deal by his general manager, Wil 
liam Conway, currently in New 
York. 

‘Detective Story” has been plays 
ing to capacity at the Hudson 
N. Y.. as a presentation of Howard 
Lindsay and Russel Crouse. 


Although 
sroadwa\ 


Virtually all 
production 
legally 


existing 
contracts 
outlawed, little 
immediate change is expected in 
the legit field. Prospects are that 
contracts for current and pending 
redrafted to 
nate references to the 

minimum agreement of 
Dramatists Guild, but 
terms 


have been 


elimi 
voided 
the 
to retain the 


shows will be 


basic 


same 
lt's figured that the same rovaltyv 
rates and other basic terms, which 
have been standard under the 
Guild's agreement, will probably 
be continued by most established 
authors, who are in position to 
insist on them However, there 
may be cases in which playwrights 
with desirable scripts may try toe 
boost their share of film = sales 
higher than the present 60°; 

On the other new dram- 
atists not in hold out 
tor standard likely 
deals, in- 

smaller 


hand, 
position to 
terms are seen 
attractive 
royalties 


to accept less 


cluding lower 


slice of film sales and subsidiary 
rights, and/or less authority over 
script changes, casting, ete. With 
the minimum basic agreement 
nullified, the new authors are with- 
out the previous protection, since 
the Guild can no longer enforce 


Standard contractual terms 
Although the voiding of the basic 

agreement had been more or 

anticipated for several months, the 


less 


actual decision of N.Y federal 
judge Simon H. Rifkind last week 
has thrown legit circles into con- 
fusion. Neither the Guild nor the 
League of N. Y. Theatres, with 
which the pact is in effect, had 
anv immediate plan for dealing 


with the situation 


Endless Complications 

Its pointed out that any 

of the accepted terms for 

shows would involve endless legal 

complications for both authors and 
Continued on page 52) 


breach 
current 


Vincent Again 
Fund Prexy 


The 67th annual meeting of the 
Actors Fund of America, held Fri- 
dav (20) in N. Y., saw the reelec- 
tion of Waiter Vincent, president; 
Harry G. Sommers and Katharine 
Cornell, first and second v.p.;: Vin- 
ton Freedley, treasurer; Robert 
Campbell, secretary, and the fol- 
lowing trustees for three years, 
Charles Dow Clark, Jacob |. Good- 
stein) and Warren P. Munsell 
Newly elected members of the 
board of trustees are George Ali- 
bott and Louis Calhern. Vincent 
has been fund's prexy since 1941 

Organization's financial status 
was reported on by Freedley. who 
noted a surplus of $89.451.02, over 
expenditures. Gross income was 
$336,978.32 including bequests of 
$55.626.29 and $43,800.36 net from 
special fund benefits. Relief cases 
during the year totalled 13.104, 
with $170,210.12 dispersed by the 
charity committee to needy thesps. 


This sum is exclusive of the cost 
of maintaining the Actors Fund 
Home at Englewood, N. J 

During the meeting Vincent 
made a pitch to the younger ele- 
ment, with the suggestion that if 
the organization could = garner 
enough new blood a junior league 


might be formed 


Dilemma in Black’ 


London, Mav 24 
Flora Robson is in the middle of 
an unfortunate dilemma. English 


star opened in “Black Chiffon.” for 
E. P. Clift, at the out-of-the-way 
Westminster theatre, and has cre- 
ated a record for house at $10,000 


per week. Henry Sherek has het 
under contract for a new show 
“Charles and Mary Lamb.” due 


sometime in July, having lent her 
for the interim to Clift 


Clift is now looking frantically 
for a star to replace Robson 
Otherwise. one of the biggest bits 
of his career may have to fold 
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uch Ado About Buses as Equity Eyes 


Long Distance Hops by Bard Troupe 


Protests by 
cessive travel on one-night stands 
with bus troupes this season was 
occasion of special Equity com- 
mittee hearings over the weekend 


Committee, chairmaned by Ralph 
3ellamy and including Mady 
Christians and Willard Swire. 
heard complaints in reference to 
the Margaret Webster Shake- 


3Zarter Theatre and 
Interest, however 


spearean Co., 
other troupes 
centered on the Webster tour 
Selma Warlick, head of National 
Concert & Artists Corp. popular 
and lecture division, who booked 


the tour in association with Sol 
Hurok, appeared before the com- 
mittee to explain some of the 
problems invoived. Miss Warlick 
admitted that some of this sea- 
son’s pops were brutal, but 
claimed they couldn't be helped 
NCAC wanted to lay off Holy 
Week. for instance, but the troupe 
wanted to. play. With schools 
closed, it was necessary to do 


betw 


some long-distance travel een 
dates, but bookings were made 
with troupe’s knowledge. 


was allowed 500 miles on 
weekend hops and 250 
dlay-to-day travel. 

Miss Warlick, who has 90% ot 
next year’s tour booked, explained 
to the Equity members that hers 
was an educational problem this 
year, the first time Miss Webster 
tried touring the Bard by bus 
Most of the dates were schools. 
and such things as football 
proms, exam weeks had to be 
taken into consideration in book- 
ing, to avoid slim attendance, with 
bookings made around them. Col- 
leges themselves had to be edu- 
cated to this form of entertain- 
ment. 

Equity committee agreed that 
Miss Warlick had had = special 
problems and okaved setup for the 
new tout However, weekend 
travel this year was reduced from 
500 to 350-mile limit, and daily 
travel cut in east from 250 to 150 
miles, and in west from 250 to 200 
miles, with necessary adjustments 
to be made. Next season's troupe 
will also get two davs in each 
month completely free from travel 

NCAC booked the Webster 
troupe this season, with a guaran- 
teed weekly Equity salary for 29 
people for 30 weeks Troupe 
presented “Macbeth” and “Haim- 
let” in 109 cities. 


HUROK MULLS B’WAY 
FOR SPANISH REVUE 


Sol Hurok is mulling bringing 
east for a Broadway house as a 
legit attraction a Spanish revue, 
Cabalgata” (‘Cavalcade’), cur- 
rently at the Biltmore, Los An- 
geles. Latin-American troupe of 
variety acts, totaling about 50 
members, has played Central 
America, and had a straight en- 
gagement of eight months in 
Havana. “Cabalgata” opened last 
week in L.A. to excellent reviews. 
Daniel Cordova is the producer. 
Nut for the troupe is estimated 
at $18,000 to $20,000 weekly. Hurok 
will make up his mind within the 
next 10 days, as he flies thereafter 
to Europe to finalize arrangements 
for the visit of Sadler’s Wells Bal- 
let of London to N. Y. in the fall. 


Longhair Sh Shorts 


Rise Stevens to sing Octavian in 
“Rosenkavalier” at Paris Opera. 


NCAC 


miles in 


FAmMes, 








in her first French visit in eight 
years. She'll be guest star with 
the visiting Vienna State Opera 
Co. Polyna Stoska, who sang 
lead in the Broadway original, will 
sing the concert version of “Street 
Scene” at Lewisohn Stadium, N-Y.., 


and Hollywood Bow! this summer 


.. . Blanche Thebom has set up 
a $1,500 scholarship award for 
young singers First concert 


version of Wagner's “Tristan and 
Isolde,” in 14% hour length adapted 
by Dr. Ernst Knoth, to have first 


performance, with Helen Traubel 
and Lauritz Melchior in leads, at 
Robin Hood Dell, Philadelphia, 


June 27. 

Fritz Kreisler to spend summer 
alt Stockbridge, Mass., starting fall 
tour Oct. 18 at Harrisburg, Pa 
Alfredo Salmaggi awarded certi- 
cate of achievement for work in 
opera by Italian Historical Society 
of America Ellabelle Davis. 
now on European tour, to make 
her first appearance at Lewisolin 
Stadium, N. Y., Aug. 1, with Efrem 
Kurtz 


actors regarding ex- 





Pitt Playhouse Revue 
Eyed for Guild Tryout 


Pittsburgh, May 24 

Theatre Guild on the Air’ 
broadcast trom here last week may 
turn out to be a break for “Of All 
Things,” original musical current 
at Piltsburgh Playhouse Air 
brought Lawrence Langner and his 
Armina Marshall, to 
took in the sending 
Paul Crabtree, Theatre Guild di- 
rector, here a few days later fort 
another look at it 

Crabtree’s going to stage an 
original revue for the Langners at 
their Country Playhouse in West- 
port, Conn., this summer with a 
possible eve on Broadway in the 
fall. Crabtree conferred with Fred 
Burleigh, Playhouse director, and 
several of the authors of “Of All 
Things” after he saw the show and 
its possible that a lot of material 
will find its wav into the Westport 
production It was here at Play- 
house that Charles Gaynor’s *‘Lend 
an Ear” also started on its way. 


show 
wife town 


and they revue 





Legit Bits 





Zobert E. MeEnroe’s “Silver 
Whistle” has been published bs 
the Dramatists Play Service, which 
will also handle the amateut 
rights . Fred Johnson, drama 
critic of the San Francisco Call- 
Bulletin, was in New York last 
week to cover the reopening ol 


vaudeville at the Palace and catch 
“South Pacific” Shirley Pot- 
ash, secretary to Oscar Hammer- 


crutches with 
3ack-to-normal 
cities writ- 


stein, 2d, is on 
broken ankle . 
Hotels in kev 


1948-49 Broadway Se 


sign: are 
ing to Broadway managers 1o 
solicit business from touring legit | 
troupes Maybe the 1950 Guide | 
Book of the Assn. of Theatrical 
Press Agents & Managers will in- 
clude a list of members. as a prac- 
tical aid to employment 


Marjorie and Sherman Ewing 


will produce “The Perfect Pat- 
tern,’ by Madeline Davidson and 
Maurice Glucher, if they can solve 


Louis Lotito, 
Playhouses and 
Beck thea- 


casting problems 
president of City 
manager of the Martin 
tre, N. Y., sailed last week for a 
month's show-catching in London 

John C. Wilson will direct the 
musical version of “Gentlemen 
Prefer Blondes” Betty and 
Jane Kean join the cast of “Along 
Fifth Avenue” next week, when | 
Nancy Walker and Carol Bruce 
exit . “Miss Liberty.”” the Rob- 
ert E. Sherwood-Irving Berlin 
musical, will be among the shows 
selling tickets through Swern's de- 
partment store in Trenton . At- 
torney Howard Reinheimer went 
to the Coast this week, 


about three weeks. He'll head- 
quarter at his place at Sun Val- 
ley “The Warrior’s Husband” 
opened 14-night stand at Alley 
theatre’s circle style playhouse, 
Houston. Nina Vance directed. 


Mary Hunter will stage the new 
Lynn Riggs play, “Out of the 
Dust.” which the Theatre Guild 
is trving out this summer at West- 
port, Conn.. preliminary to a road 
tour and Broadway William 
Conway, general manager for Lon- 
don producer Hugh Beaumont, is 
in New York to arrange details 
for the West End_ editions of 
“Death of a Salesman” and 
“Streetcar Named Desire” and to 
catch a few other Broadway shows. 

Ernest Martin planes to the 
Coast today (Wed.) to sit in with 
composer Frank Loesser and 
librettist Robert Carson on. their 


“Guys and Dolls” adaptation of 
Damon Runyon characters His 
partner, Cy Feuer, will act as 


general manager of their “Where's 
Charieyv?” production Legit 
actress Helen Baron en route to 
Israel to appear in a Hebrew ver- 
sion of “Born Yesterday.” which 
she adapted 

Dancer Vivian Cherry has given 
up the theatre to devote full time 
to professional photography 
When Clarence Derwent and 
Viadimir Sokoloff withdraw from 
featured parts in “Madwoman of 


Chaillot” next week, Louis Sorin 
and Jonathan Harris will be pro- 
moted to succeed them, with Fay 
Roope moving up to take over 
Harris’ part Pressagent Doro- 
thy Gulman back from. six-week 
visit to Hollywood. where she was 
house guest of Dorothy Lamour 

Contemporary Plays, Ine.. 
formed by John Feldman and 
Erich Juhn to produce Broadway 
shows, with Maximilian Schulz as 
divector. | 


to be gone | 
the season, 





Key to parenthetical de-ignations: (P) Straight Play, (M) Musical, (C) Cost of Show, (R) Estimated Amount 
Regained So Far, (L) Estimated Loss, sada 
HITS 

“Anne of the Thousand Days" «(P) (C-$125,000) “Kiss Me, Kate” (M) (C-$180,000) (R-$250,000), 
| (R-$75,000). “Lend an Ear” (M) (C-$117,000) (R-$75,000) 
“As the Girls Go” (M) (C-$340,000) (R-$330.000). Light Up the Sky” (P) (C-$75,000) (R-$97,000) (Closed) 
| “Death of a Salesman” (P) (C-$100,000) (R-$80,000), “Madwoman of Chaillot” (P) (C-$60,000) (R- $59,000) . 
“Detective Story” (P) (C-$75.000) (R-$50,000), “Private Lives” (P) (C-$25,000) (R-$125.000) (closed) 
“Edward, My Son” (C-$70,000) (R-$130,000). “Silver Whistle” (P) (C-$38,000) (R-$55.000) (Se e Nota) 
“Goodbye, My Fancy” (P) (C-$65,000) (R-$115,000), “South Pacifie’ (M) (C-$225,000) (R-$125,000). z 
“Howdy, Mr. Ice" (M) (C-$250,000) (R-$450,000). “Where's Charley (M) (C-$200,000) (R-$160.009) 
Total production cost of all hits, $1,940,000. Total earned back thus far by all hits, $2,176,000, 
FAILURES 
*All for Love (M) (1,-$500,000) “Make Way for Lucia” (P) (1L-$50,000) (See Nofe) 
“Along Fifth Avenue (My) (1,.-$250,000) (See Note). Minnie and Mr. Williams” (P) (1.-$60,000). 
Anvbodv Horne (P) (L-$50.000 “Mrs. Gibbons’ Boys” (P) (L-$50,000). 
“At War with the Army” (P) (L-$50,000) (See Note) “My Name Is Aquilon (P) (L-$40,000) 
Bie Knit P) (L-$60,000) “My Romance” (P) (L-$200,000) 
Biggest Thief in Town” (P) (L-$75,000), “Oh, Mr. Meadowbrook (P) (L-$60,000) 
Bravo! (P L.-$100,000 “Rape of Lucretia (M) (L-$55.000) 
“Diamond Lil” (P) (C-$35.000) (See Note). Red Gloves” (P) (L.-$82.000) 
“Don't Listen, Ladies” (P) ¢L.-$70,000 Richard II! (P) ¢1-$26,000) 
“For Heaven's Sake, Mothet (P) ¢1.-%30,000) Set My People Free’ (P) (L-$69,000) See No 
“Forward the Heart (P) ¢(L-$30,000) “Shop at Slv Cornet (P) (L-542,000). 
“Gavden" (P) (L-$45,000) “Sleepy Hollow (M) (L-$200.000) . 
“Grandm a's Diary” (P) (L-$85.000). “Small Wondet (M) (L-$150,000) 
‘Happiest Years” (P) (L-$25,000) Smile of the World” (P) (L-$70,000), 
“Heaven on Earth” (M) (L-3320,000), Story for Strangers” (P) (L-%$60,000), 
“Hilarities of 1949" (M) (L-$40,000)., ‘Summer and Sinoke” (P) (1L-$72,000) 
“Ivy Green” (P) (L-$100,000). - “Sundown Beach" (P) (L-$40,000). 
“Jenny Kissed Me” (P) (L-$70,000). “The Traitor” (P) (L-$50,000) (See Note) 
“Leading Lady’ iP) (L-$120,000) “They Knew What They Wanted” (P) (L-350.090) 
“Leaf and Boug (P) (1.-$97,000) Time for Elizabeth (P) (L-$70,000) 
“Life with Mothet (P) (C-3100,000) CR-$60,000). “Town House” (PP) (1.-$85.000) 
“Love Life’ (M) (C-$200,000) (R-$40,000), “Two Blind Mice” (P) (C-$72,000) (R-S10.000) 
“Magdalena” (M) (L-$330,000) “Young and Fair’ (P) (L-$60,000), 
*Maenolia Alley” (P) (L-$50,000), 
Total loss for all failures, $4,535.000 
ADDITIONAL 
New Stages presented four productions during the seaso (“TH Vi ) “Blood Wedding.” The Sun and 1 
and “‘Bruno and Sidney") at an estimated total cost of about $35,000, and involving a loss of around $15.000 Return 
engagements at City Center included Show Boat,’ “The Mediuin ind “The Telephone “Carousel *“Vedea and 
“Man and Superman,” all successtul 
A late-season production not yet possible to classify as a hit ov flop is “Mr. Adam” (C-$60,000) 
CLOSED OUT-OF-TOWN 
“That's the Ticket’ (M) (L-$225.000) 
CURRENT HOLDOVERS FROM PREVIOUS SEASONS 
“Born Yesterday (P) (1945-46) (C-$38.000) (R-$630,000, Viiste Robe iP) (1947-48) (C-$100,000) (RP $559,000). 
plus about $375,000 due from film sale) Streetcar Named Desire (P) (1947-48) (¢ 884.000) 
“His eh Button Shoes” (MM) (1947-48) (C-$200,000) (R-$200,000). 
(R-$530,000). 
HOLDOVERS THAT HAVE SINCE CLOSED 
“Allegro” (Touring) “For Love or Money ‘Make Mine Manhattan” 
“Angel in the Wings” Habimah Theatre “Me and Molly” 
“Annie Get Your Gun” (touring) Harve. (Touring) 7. “Play's the Thing 
“Ballet Ballads” “Heiress *“Resvectful Prostitute and Hope 
“Brigadoon” (Touring): “Hold It” [s the Thing” (Touring) 
“Command Decision “Inside U.S.A (Tourine) “Sally” 
*Finian’s Rainbow” (Touring) “Jov-.to the World “Strange Bedfellows” 
Look, Ma, [im Dancin ” 
Note: “Silver Whistle.” “Make Way for Lucia” and “Set My People Free” were financed as a single unil for a total 
of $150,000 
“Along Fifth Avenue” ca approximately $200,000 to produce and is estimated to have lost an additional $59,000 
since then 
“At War with the Arinv” tas about broken even since its opening. 
“Diamond Lil” had regained most of its investment when if suspended, but expenses since then have dissipated 
these earnings 
“The Traitor” cost about $40,909 to produce, but has lost an estimated $10,000 since the opening. 
SS LS Se ae 
and has another 25°, of undis- 











tailed in the accompanying list of 
shows, that includes an estimated 
$4,535,000 lost on shows that have 
already folded or, in a few cases, 
/apparently destined to — failure. 
However some of these productions 


are still running and may re- 
gain at least part of the estimated 
loss on continued New York runs 
or on tour. 


There have been 15 hits during 
involving a total pro- 
duction outlay of about $1,940,000. 
They have earned back around 
$2,176,000 so far. Some of these, 
such as “South Pacific,” “Kiss Me, 
Kate,” “Death of a Salesman” and 
“Detective Story,” are expected to 
go on earning substantial profits 
for several more seasons. Others, 
such as “Edward, My Son” and 
“Light Up the Sky.” have already 


closed, but will make some addi- 
tional coin from stock and ama- 
teur rights and. in the latter case, 
possible film sale. 
Balancing the Books 
It’s figured possible that when 


the current hits are through pay- 
ing off, even excluding the prob- 
able return from film sales, the 
profits may equal the losses on the 
flops and thus balance the books 
for the season as a whole. Taking 
into consideration the return from 
screen rights to such hits as “Death 
of a Salesman,” “Detective Story,” 
“Kiss Me, Kate.” etc., the season 
may show a moderate overall profit. 

If the costly flops of occasional 
or come-lately producers were ex- 
cluded, the debit total for the sea- 
son would be substantially reduced 
In other words, if an investor 
bought more or less standard slices 
of all productions of all established 
managements he would probably 
be assured of a reasonable overall 
profit. 

Of the 63 productions during the 
season, 43 were straight plays (in- 
cluding eight hits), 16 musicals 
(six hits) and four revivals (one 
hit). Included in the above are the 
following nine imports: “Edward. 
My Son,” “Minnie and Mr. Wil- 
liams,” “Red Gloves,” “Make Way 


$6, 900, 000 Invested 


Continued from page 49 = 

















for Lucia,” “Madwoman of Chail- 
lot,” “Don’t Listen, Ladies,” “Rape 
of Lucretia,” “Shop at Sly Corner” 
and “My Name {fs Aquilon.” Of 
that crop only “Edward” and 
“Madwoman” are hits. New Stages 
also brought in “The Victors” and 
“Blood Wedding.” 

Disregarding the numerous Coast 
tryouts that were announced as 
headed for Broadway, only one 
production folded during a prelimi- 


nary tour. That was “That’s the 
Ticket,” which closed in Philadel- 
phia. There were 21 holdovers 
trom previous seasons when the 
1948-49 semester got under way 
last June 1. Of those, four are 
still running on Broadway. 











| | ‘South Pacific’ 


———_ Continued from page 49 ——_ 





setup that raises its operating nut. 
It is still doing near-capacity busi- 
ness at the St. James, N. Y., and 
is expected to reach the break-even 
mark during the summer. 

“Anne of the Thousand Days, 
Maxwell Anderson’s drama, has 
paid back 50°¢ of its $125,000 cost. 


and has an additional reserve of 
about 30°. It suspends during 
the summer, but is figured likely 


to get into the black in tne fall, at 
the Shubert, N. Y., and may earn 
a profit on tour. 

Goodbye, My Fancy,” starring 
Madeleine Carroll, has paid a profit 
of $15,000 after regaining its $65.- 
000 cost, and has a reserve of $10.- 
000, plus $12,500 in bonds. It’s at 
the Fulton, N. Y. 

“As the Girls Go,” which cost ap- 
proximately $340,000 to produce, 
needs about three more weeks to 


get into the black. After that, pro- 
ducer Michael Todd will get virtu- 
ally all the profits, ander the un- 


usual financing setup for the musi- 
cal It's at the Winter Garden, 


N. Y., on a four-walls deal 
“Detective Story,” the Sidney 
Kingsley melodrama hit, has re- 


paid 25°° of its $75,000 investment 


iar 


ason 





tributed earnings. It's playing to 
capacity trade at the Hudson, N.Y, 


‘Edward’ 100‘: Profit 


“Edward, My Son,” 
recently at the Martin Beck, N. Y., 
piled up a profit of nearly 100% 
on tts $70,000 investment, with only 
two losing weeks at the end. There 
will probably be some additional 
return from the play’s stock and 
amateur rights. 

Similarly, “Light Up the Sky,” 
Moss Hart comedy which shuttered 
Saturday (21) at the Royale, N.Y., 
netted a profit of about $20,000 on 
its $75,000 investment, but will 
likely add to that from a tour and 
subsidiary rights, including a pos- 
sible film sale. 

“Life With Mother,” financed for 
$100,000, has regained an estimated 
$60,000, but is also figured to get 
substantially more on the road next 
season, plus various subsid returns, 
The backers of the Oscar Serlin 
production have not yet received 
any actual return on the invest- 
ment, however. It closes June 4 
at the Empire. N. Y 

“Silver Whistle,” which the The- 
atre Guild financed in a triple set- 
up with “Set My People Free” and 
“Make Way for Lucia,” has made 
a profit of about $17,000 on its own, 
but isn’t figured likely to make up 
for the loss on the other two shows, 
even if it’s sold to pictures. It 
closes Saturday (28) at the Bilt- 
more, N. Y., but is announced to 
reopen in the fall, with Jose Fet- 
rer ovr another star. 

Maurice Evans. playing the final 
week of his fortnight’ s return en- 
gagement in “Man and Supe rman,’ 
at the City Center, N. Y., has made 
a profit of around 100°, on tour 
this season. That's added to the 
same amount he made on the 
Broadway run The revival was 
financed at $60,000 Unusual as- 
pect of Exans productions Is that 
he pays 60% of the profits to the 
backers, instead of the 50-50 split 
most hitch pay. 


Show in Shared 


“Miss Liberty” — Robert 


Sher- 


wood-Irving Berlin-Moss Hart. 


which folded: 


Astin neg 
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“OKLAL’ NG $15,600 Bway B.0. Better: Fancy’ $17,500, 


Total Broadway Grosses Sill 
Evans $25,000, ‘Streetcar’ $19,000, 


The following are the comparative jgures based on Variety's 
boxoffice estimates, for last week and the corresponding week of 
last season: 


Barre, Vt.,. Mav 24 
Although it was the first legit | 
show to play the grea within the | 


mee - Last memory of any but the oldest! 
Bl eal ne weason local residents, the celebrated | ‘gre ’ ‘ - 3 
Number of shows current...... ee re 3 23 28 “Oklahoma!” failed to spark much ir S raltor 0 S 
Total weeks played so far by all shows 1.207 1.295 enthusiasm in these New England 3 9 > 
Total gross for all current shows last week $517,900 $578.000 hills last week In eight per- 
Total season's gross so far for all shows. .$28,363.800 $28.251.500 formances in Rutland. Burlington There was a moderate improve- “Silver Whistle,” Biltmore (26th 
Number of new productions so far......... 66 66 and here, the Rodgers-Hammer- ment in business last week on wk) (C-920; $4.80). Theatre Guild 

















stein musical totalled only a bit 


Nearly all shows felt 


Broadway 


Wed is “Nir 


production closing next Saturday 


—_— -- —— ee ee ————————— I — = - = <= 
— over $15.600 the upturn, but one or two declined (28), but is slated to reopen in the 
® « 7 9 Following a disappointing stand slightly and, as usual. the top hits fall, with another star if Jose Fer- 
e the previous week in Mancheste} maintained then regula SRO rer is not available substantial 
] IZ $ ehJe © a « N H.. the show closed its long tour pace betterment last week te almost 
here Saturday night (21 Weekend altendance usually $14.600 
8 3 « e 9 ' olid through the winter months, is “Seuth Pacific,” Majestic (7th 
) $25,100 for 2d Co. beginning to taper off with the wk) (M-1.659; $¢ Turning away 
egro 3 ros lé a bad Hershey. Pa.. May 24 = ee toe neprines standee trade ai all performances; 
Second company of “Okiahon CEE ul on Lillis tendency WIit same $50,600 ever week 
, probably iIncrea vit most : = 
Chicago, May 24. eae —————————$—__—_____ — rolled up a satisiving gross of bet E nf ’ c . : P ; ere “Streetcar Named Desire Rar- 
1 in nicke | takes last ter than $25.100 last week in brief , aay Se See, Veer SOMNNS | meet jjth wk (*-92( $4.80). 
Teekend ral licked takes la ' . * from visitol mm out-of-tow 
agen | “STREETCAR’ BIG 2336 stands at the Karlton Williams oe Vives ns nes out-of-town satisiactors improvement bet- 
9 


j slack ittering ‘ . : Opening tonight i ; 
week, with Blackstone shuttering port and the Community § audi- Ad y ' Be harnaeanie a ey tered $19,000 
y 2 a) : wo —— ; it ent rea “Set - ° iain ant MmMorroy es aS ties i = . nas 
with exit of Ir. Adam” after five torium here, playing four per- oppure) will bring the revamped “The Traitor.” 48th Si. (8th wk) 


weeks of tussling below-profitable 
slipped more 


“Allegro’ 


IN WEEK AT INDPLS. 


ftormances each spot 
Theatre Guild show it the 
Wilmington, all this 


is 4 


“Howdy. Mr. Ice of 


Season § 


skating show, 
1950 That winds up the 


D-917: $4.80) Closing Saturday 


night (28)), having faiied to catch 


returns. Indianapolis, May 24. aE US } : 5 } 
than $4,000 and may pull up stakes “Streetcar Named Desire” closed ee use, neers “Light Up the Sky public support, tepid 99.000 ain 
Sek seikton legit season here with hefty $23.- PE an closed last Saturday night (21), “Two Blind Mice,” Cort Zin 
" nent ek f “Inside USA” came 200 in eight performances at the Silver Whistle, The Traitor. wk) (C-1,064: $4.80). One of the 
PS sden Ng yr aa eons Mise re Murat (2.000) May 16-21 Top 6 3 an, and Superman’ and “Big shows that felt the seasonal ef- 
fete farmanres ef “Respect- Was $4.20 Williams drama out- e Knife shutter next Si turday night. fects on weekend attendance: slid 
tu P 2 rec onrigpente gg Is ihe drew the musical, “Brigadoon.” a Z 3 Sy ey rsh and Life with Mother” exits a couple of notches to $11,000 
tine With Feathers” garnered which ran into record May heat the tpt week, June 4 “Where's Charley?” St. James 
fair returns despite civic finger- Wave and settled for the same fig- Estimates for Last Week 29d wk) (M-1.509: $6) Because 
Roberts” ure at the Murat. same scale. in Keus: C (Comedy D (Drama). of Ray Bolger’s added draw with 


“Mr is On up- 


pointing 
with hypoed ad cam- 


swing again 


week of May 


eight performances 


Cabalgata 116 


CD Comedy-Draima a Revue 


juvenile audiences, weekends and 


paign bringing in convensh trade 2-7 ; M Musical O ‘(Operetta matinees are re latively strong; 
Olsen & Johnson's ““Funzapoppin’ ”’ One event remains on indoor on Aimiies “haw Wa Other pareirthetic fir s refer. hopped back to over $37,500 
is holding its own at the Chi * hedule here Olsen & Johnson eee =e pss fo seating capacity and top price 
Stadium. arena show Funzapoppin ", at Legit gross picked up in two including 20° amusement tax. ¢ . m 
Coliseum June 3-12. houses, held steady in one and, However. estimates are we t: i.e LAUGHTER SLIPS T0 


Estimates for Last Week 


“Allegro,” Great Northern (5th 
week) (1.500: $4.94). Dropped from 
last week, to under $23,000. 


(21): almost $5,500. 


Indiana University made $30,000 
cost of two performances — by 
\letropolitan Opera Co., “Lucia di 
Lammermoor’ and “Carmen,” 


performance of “Mignon” at Pur- 


well in two others. 
week's end 
boxoffice was 
leaving 
“Tove in 


didn't do so 
Clearing 
helped 
solid 

but three for legitgoers 


weather at 
where the 
Two shows closed 


to move out of town. 


Estimates for Last Week 


exclusive of tax. 

“Along Fifth Avenue,” Imperial 
19th week) (R-1.472: $6). Rose a 
bit with the trend: still in the red 


“As the Girls Go,” Winter Gar- 


$8,000 IN CLEVELAND 


Cleveland, Mav 24 


“Inside USA,” Shubert (1st there May 16-17 “Carmen” fat : at $19,000 Edward Everett Horton in “Pres- 
week) (2.100: $4.94), Best b.o. tening the take with near-sellout Upper Sandusky comedy at the “Anne of the Thousand Days,” ent Laughter” last week slipped to 
here. with $34.800. at $7.20 top in 3,800-seat audi- Las Palmas, folded due lo bad biz. Shubert (24th wk) R-1,378; $4.80). the lowest gross registered by the 

“Mr. Adam,” Blackstone (5th torium. Met also played to esti- “Icecapades of 1949” registered 4 Aiso felt the general upturn; $21,- Hanna in last two seasons. Squeezed 
week) (1.358: $3.80). Closed Sat, ™Mated 6.000, mostly students, in rousing take, but wound up its run ggg between a series of major musicals, 


the Noel Coward farce drew tepid 


grosses the comedy 


a rts,” Erli or (36 due U. Hall of Music May 18. “ , i tat eee den (27th wk) (M-1.519; $7.20). notices, brushoffs from house's 
Mr. reply mrtange ae ape ° ‘ : Blackouts of 1949," El Capitan Registered a nice rise to over regular clientele and very poor 
| week) (1,334; $4.33). Up over last 360th wk) (1.142: $2.40 Up from $40 .200 $8,000 at $3 1 ight perform- 
| poe 952.000 ee Sen Munsel, Stoska Set For last week to $16,600, healthy mar- “At War With the Army.” Booth pein on ie ae ne 
— ies . , gin of profit 12th wk) (C-712 $4.80) ; Cl ‘ ke 
“ : ” bi “nn ” : ~ ai imbed i : » he ‘ 
Respectful Prostitute and Pittsburgh Operettas Cabalgata,” Biltmore (Ist WK) with the field and operating in the - view mee ia ee ee 


“Hope Is a Thing With Feathers,’ 


1.636: $4.20). Sol Hurok’s im- 


black at $8,500. 


ting, producers Edwin C. Knill and 


Harris ‘Ist week) (1,000; $4.33). Pittsburgh, Mav 24 ported Spanish revue failing so far “Big Knife,” National (13th wk) \y./4j Manul ‘ut = the lay 

First 11 performances showed dis- Couple of opera stars, Patrice to attract trade. Show holds for (p-1,172: $4.80). Closing Saturday weecshone { a ok a sc “ Ape Ny 
ety tage es ahs pA a er : oe eee oe : : wae m, ‘urrer stay ¢ 1e ass, etrolt, 

appointing $12,000 Munsel and Plyna Stoska. who have Second week after poor initial night (28) after 109 performances; irom ° fortnight lo a single week 


SEATTLE THRIVES ON 
OWN LEGIT GROUPS 


Seattle, May 24. 


appeared here previously only in 
concerts, have been engaged by 
William Wvymetal, managing direc- 
tor of the Civic Light Opera Assn., 
for two of the early operettas at 
Pitt Stadium this summer. Miss 
Munsell will co-star with Richard 


stanza at $11,000 

“Ieecapades of 1949," Pan Paci- 
fic Aud (5th wk) ‘6.150: $3.60 
Sock final week of $103,000, off 
minutely from previous week 

“Love in Upper Sandusky,” Las 
Palmas (Ist wk) (388; $3). Poor 
$3.800. 


skidded again; trifle over $11.000 

“Born Yesterday,” Miller ‘(172d 
wk) (C-940: $4.80). Eased off. but 
can keep going indefinitely at 
$9.200. 

“Death of a Salesman.” Morosco 
(15th wk) (D-931; $4.80). Getting 
the limit of standees all perform- 


and take it to the Blackstone, Chi- 


cago, opening Monday (30), 


‘Brigadoon’ OK 256 
In Wk. at Kansas City 


) This town. deciding long ago not Charles in “Naughty Marietta” “The Great Waltz,” Philharmonic ances: $24 400 ag: ; * ‘ 

; to be entirely dependent on visit- week of June 20. and Miss Stoska Aud (2nd wk) (2.670: $4.80). Cut- oo a Hudson (Sth Fone Kansas City, May 24 
ing drama companies, has built a comes in the following stanza for rate season tickets are still holding wk) (D-1.057: $4.80). scala Brigadoon in a week at the 
thriving legitimate. theatre of its the femme lead in “The Vagabond figure down, but biz up somewhat capacity at nearly $22,900. Music Hall gee “* moderate 

L own. Geographical location has King.” over opener, with gross of $49,500. “Diamond Lil.” Coronet (C- iy S Uae Kenewiaees Sanale 

’ been a strong factor in nourishing Tentative arrangements have enna ann 1,004: $4.80). Was to have re- } ote sender not ry oth — 

; the local theatres. because here in been made with Marion Bell, who L t R d $27 103 lighted last Saturday (21), then ote pe sinng, W moderate stride to 

: the farthest reaches—3.000 miles Was in “Brigadoon” originally, to unts necor ; scheduled for tonight (Wed.), but ly in sntistustany $25.000 at 

from Broadway, 1,400 from Holly- do “Good News” July 18 but con-, now probable for some time next $4.27 top ca : o 

| wood—Seattleites who wanted tracts haven't been signed yet. For 6 at Portland, Ore. week. | vm : ss dh da 00-ieee 

: regular legit entertainment had to ————— | a ier oe “Goodbye, My Fancy,” Fulton’. Next — o ya eeateaeane 
produce it themselves ‘Yesterday’ Fair 9G Portland, Ore.. May 24. (26th wk) (CD-966: $4.80). Made tion's legit Schedule is “S reetcar 

. 7 “ . The Lunts, in “I Know My the biggest advance of any show Named Desire,” set for June 811 








This week, while the Lunts are 
vine to capacity houses at the 
etropolitan in “I Know Mvy 


In Lagging Boston 
Boston, May 24. 


Love” at the 1.500-seat Mayfair. 
broke the house's straight-play 
record with a gross of $27,103 for 


on the list, recovering from the 
switched schedule of the previous 
week; jumped $2,800 to register 


in the Music Hall. 


‘Finian’ Mild $29,000 


Love,” there are also two new Between-season lull currently is six performances. House was scaled gyer $17.500 on the week. , 

plays on the boards here. Glenn Under way in the Hub with only at $4.20. aah “High Button Shoes,” Broadway For Week at Mpls. 
Hughes’ “Bon Voyage” is winding OM legit attraction in town and Frank Fay in “Harvey” is due (g5th wk) (M-1,900: $3). Longrun Minnsanslis. May 20 
up a four-week run at the Show- "One of the silo circuiters yet next at the Mayfair. hit operating at a loss recently, “Finian’s are pate ean a 


boat and “Beside Myself,” by Mil 
dred Summit and Stanley Saten- 
stein, is completing a two-week run 
al the Center. “Beside Myself” is 
a Tryout Theatre production, its 
4Ist. and “Voyage” is the 100th 
offering at the Showboat. In ad- 
dition to these two, the Repertory 
Playhouse has “The Big Doorstep,” 
and at the Penthouse is “John 
Loves Mary.” Plus which there are 


opened up for biz. 

“Born Yesterday.” at the 1.500- 
seat Colonial, at $1.80 top. is still 
doing very well at a mild $9.000 
for last week and set for a run. 


Current Road Shows 


(May 23-June 4) 
“Allegro” —Gt. Northern, Chi 


‘Shoes’ Red $19,700 
In Week at Columbus 


Columbus, O., May 24. 
It was tough treading for Eddie 
Fov. Jr.. in “High Button Shoes” 
at the Hartman theatre here last 
week. Musical garnered only 
$19.700 on the semester, about 
$2000 under the break-even mark. 


but the management has cut the 
scale to $3 top in an effort to hypo 
business: nearly $23.000 last week 
“Howdy, Mr. Ice of 1950.” Cen- 
ter (R-2,964: $2.88). New edition 
of skating spectacle. presented by 
Sonja Henie & Arthur M. Wirtz, 
opens tomorrow night ‘Thur.). 
“Kiss Me, Kate,” Century ‘2Ist 
wk) (M-1,654: $6). Gets the SRO 
limit every time: another $47,100. 
“Lend an Ear,” Broadhurst (23d 


disappointing $29,000 for six nights 
and two matinees at the 1,900-seat 
Lyceum at $4.20 top for its ex- 
clusive Twin City engagement. St. 
Paul newspapers refused to accept 
its advertising or give it any pub- 
licity in retaliation for its passing 
up the sister twin 

Because the theatre isn't air- 
conditioned or cooled. unseason- 
ably extreme heat hurt business the 


; (23-4). : litti his ek be- 4 ea i aks wSadikn 
& number of other little theatre pa ty a . Show is splitting this wee e- wk) (R-1.160: $6). Hit revue made first half of the week. Critics and 
groups playing around I ter of 1949"—El Capitan. tween Syracuse and Rochester, a nice recovery: fine $29.700 ’ custsmers raved over the show and 
: 1. A. (23-4). sy | “Life with Mo * Empire ( ‘ast 
(pune = = a his — ‘ ‘ f N , y 315 Cast. ; 
Born Yesterday” — Colonial. Life with Mother,” Empire (31st Secet teat: sesems ends with 


Brown-‘Harvey’ Only 
$13,000 in Buffalo 


Bost. (23-4). 
“Brigadoon” — Conv. 

(23): Home, Okla. City 

Aud.. Hutchinson, Kan. (27); Chief. 


Hall, Tulsa 
(24-25); 


‘Annie’ 2936, M'w’kee 


Milwaukee. May 24. 


wk) (C-1,082:; $4.80) 
4. but will 
Dorothy Stickney and 
Lindsay continuing as leads: next- 


Closing June 
tour in the fall, with 
Howard 


“Streetcar Named Desire.” in for 
the week of May 30. 


Buffalo, May 24. ee, ds _ — aaee 
Joe E. Brown "couldn't find Pueblo '28); Aud., Denver (30-4) “Annie Get Your Gun” peppered gy a up the take ‘Harvey’ 19¢ Frisco 
Cnor ‘abbit-fanciers or as “Finian’s Rainbow” — Davidson. ¢} I target last week at the to about $10, ) 
igh rabbit-fanciers here last Finian’s Rainbow 1e bo. targ , ee ee tae > Barats | 


Week. grossing only about $13,000 


Milw. (23-28): Hanna, Cleve. (30-4) 


Davidson here with a gross of $29.- 


wk) (C-1,025: $4.80 Finaled 


San Francisco, May 24 


in eight ‘for in * ” “Hi ” (Br Co.) — Royal 500.- Irvi Berlin musical kept “Warvev.” ith Frank Fe . 
performances in “Harveys Harvey rown O. yal 5 Irving Ber USICE Be eee ; : i ca arvey,” with Frank Fay, re 
at the Erlanger. j Alex., Toronto (23-28 the wickets clicking all week. om ee = we —~ a Pall. turned to the Curran (15) and 
Comedy moved to Tor - “Harvey” (Fay Co.) — Curran, particularly strong takings on the ftormances, May (tour a". chalked up a very good $19.000 

: oronto for arve: ay pa : ‘lee: a an a pa ry good $19, 
is week. Frisco (23-4) weekend closing week pulled $13.400 for its first week at the 1.776-seat 





<ciiimaameieeanis “High Button Shoes” ; ‘ JRaIOt 
Svracuse. N. Y.,. (23-25): Aud., this week. co (20th wk) ‘(C-1.077; $4.80). Held ae a foe 
New Faces for St L Roch (26-28). Roval Alex.. Toronto ani semeienieteneginea tin about the same pace: almost’ Spike Jones. who originally 
= (30-4) sae ; , : $19.000. pl eemed his Musical _Deprecia- 
, St. Louis, May 24. “F Know My Love”’—Met.. Seat- Pitt Playhouse Extended “Man and Superman,” City “on Revue” here in September, 
Gevek ‘nie tensa te ean Kn My L aie me ae wee . a ie ki (C-3.025: $3). 47. brings it back again June 6, 
new faces will appear in tle (23-28): Davidson. Milw. (1-7). Pittsburgh. May 24 Cente: Ist “ 3,025; to follow “Harvey” into the Cure 
ae roles during the forthcom- “Inside U. S. A.”—Shubert, Chi, Pittsburgh Playhouse will have Maurice Evans revival got over a 110 arve) © the Cur 
— hey of al fresco entertain- (23-4) the longest season in its history $25,100 at pep scale in the huge an. 
‘nt in the Forest Park playhouse My 599 ‘rls 7 *hi ee eames. - a ae * municipal house; expects to better ee eT ee 
‘ < ay : Mr. Roberts” — Erlanger. Chi. this year. and won't shut down for , : "s 
a Sponsored by the Municipal (23-4), the summer until July 2. Ordi- $30,000 on the final this week. DETROIT THEATRES REOPEN 
— Assn. They are Olive “Oklahoma!” ‘No. 1 Co.'\—Play- narily community theatre shutters “Mister Roberts, Alvin (66th Detroit. May 24. 
A eves Smith. Ruth Gillette, Sig house, Wilmington ‘23-28); Centre before the end of May wk), (CD-1,357; $4.60 Holdover Both of Detroit's legitimate the- 
'no. Buster West. Lou Wills, Ir. thite Plains. N. Y. ‘30-4 ss ; Rise smash is maintaining a terrific | eign —. 
Joe E. Marks and Robert Bernard. White Plain Sin or De House will not only run into tempo: swelled a bit to nearly atres reopened Monday (23). They 
Re = etn sunancie “Present Laughter’ % 4 et outdoor operetta series at Pitt Sta- $33 800 ; ~ reported only fair advance sales. 
_ elturned from former seasons (23-28); Blackstone, Chi. (30-4). | aes at che the echetale of a ates Revels tele The Cass, closed a week, is pre- hi 
are William Lynn, Paul Gilbert “Respectful Prostitute’—Harris, G'UM. Mr. Adam." ovale (C-1.020; pened 7 aeiehee” tie. a : 
Leonard Elliott Hel Ray 1 Chi. (28-4) White Barn strawhat at nearby Ir- ¢4 80). Jack Kirkland’s dramatiza- Senting “Present Laughter or a 
Sib aeyoRe watt Rr a ~~ ma se : . ‘<ire” _. Win. Pa. Al fresco shows get going tion of Pat Frank’s novel. presented fortnight. The Shube rt-Lafavette, ; 
se com tenn atl Mery Wickes. The ee go eer J 6. while White Barn lifts cur- by Jack Kirkland; ope na tonight dark for a month, has “Annie Get 7 
S€ason tees off . ; ith s : : ¢ 23-28); Lyc i, June 6, while wie Darn iilts Cur- by Jac and, “se “ies? mare ; 
es off June 9 with an 11- Aud... St. Paul (23-28); Lyceun Pesky alin pr cnnggragtinss 


night stand of “The New Moon.” 


~ Empire 


Mpls. '30-4). 


House has “Finian’s Rainbow” 


jlain two weeks later. 


“Madwoman of Chaillot,” Belas- 


»«Wed.). 


house, at $3.60 top 
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ive Year Lease on A.C. Strawhat; | 


Six O'Clock Theatre Co. for Fishkill 


May 24. Garcia Lorca, Theodore Ward, Ben 
Interna-| Bengal and Berthold Brecht sched- | 
tional Broadcasting Corp. prexy, uled to follow. Saturday midnite 
has signed a five-year lease for show will be given every week in 
operation of the Ocean Playhouse addition to the 8.30 performance. 
on the Million Dollar Pier here. The other summer group 1s the 
Newly-refurbished, the strawhatter Interplayers, who will stage their 
will operate under an Equity ban-| plays at Carnegie Hall. 
ner and will employ a star policy. ee 


Atlantic City, 
Robert S. Ccurtney, 


House. a 2.200-seater, goes into Galveston Venture 
operation June 28. | Galveston, May 24. 
Alexander Lidor, Greek play- Allan Winston, baritone-bass of 
wright and journalist, will have jhe Center Opera Co., is planning 
his new drama, “Springboard to 4 Texas venture for this summer 
Nowhere,’ tried out here priot to He will give a season of eight 
3roadway, — this fall. Play IS. weeks starting. June 28, with a 
scheduled for production July 1. name star in each production. Nu- 


Courtney also plans to put on an Giaus of his resident company 
other original. Sawyer Falk will \ouid be six young actors recruited 
serve as director for the two NeW fiom New York. He plans on also 
plays using local talent 
Fishkill, N. Y., Strawhat SMU Summer Stock 
Through arrangements made Dallas. May 24 

with ANTA Fred Stewart has en- \ —— Dallas, | ay - 7 
o42ed a company of 10 actors trom), unive = \ vaeneee ; hea re, 
the Six O'Clock Theatre to ap- financed on a cooperative basis, ts 


being organized at Southern Meth- 


sar or his direction in a nine- : : : 
pear unde! odist U. and will give three plays 


‘ek season at the Cecilwood | 
th - Fishkill Dutchess County under the direction of Porter Crow. 
N.Y os A ear-round pic house, the | Dr. Harold Weiss, chairman ol the 
C aoa will continue to show department of speech and theatre, 
films on Sunday and Monday with Will be supervising director. 
the remainder of the week de-| .— Death Takes a Holiday,” June 
\ ° 1 to stock 22-25: “Pygmalion, July 20-23, 

ore { ( : a 

: and “Merton of the Movies,” Aug 
Ny entiias a re —. gg oad 17-20, will comprise the repertoire 
Norma vambers, Jabe Way, vctaoanall 
Darren McGavin, William Robert- ae: . 
son and Perry Wilson. John Matus Musical for Mutual Hall 
will be the scenic designer. Plays _ Boston, May 24. 
scheduled so far are “The Late Al (Li'l \bner) Capp and Lee 
George Apley.” “Yes, Ms Darling, Falk tee off their second Boston 
Daughter,” “Our Town,” “Chicken | Summer Theatre season in New 
Every Sunday” and “The Drunk- England Mutual Hall on July 4 
ard.” |; with a pre-B’way musical bs 


—_— | Harold Rome and Jerome Chodo- 

June 27 Opener at Riverhead rov called “Pretty Penny.” Musi- 
Riverhead, L I.. May 24. cal, staged by George S. Kaufman, 

The Riverhead summer theatre, is an intimate musical with a cast 
new 400-seater, will begin a_ 10- of about 
week season June 27 under super- Lenore Lonergan and Michael 
vision of George and Ann Lewis. | Kidd, who’s also doing the chore- 
House will employ a_ resident ography 
Edward Ludlum 

















Equily company. — — 
has been engaged as director. 
Plavs for the season have not | | 
yet been set. i] U. S. Wary | 
Tryout by Pitchfork Barn os Continued from page 3 Sood 
Sharon, Conn., May 17 | will get a fair shake from judges 
The Pitchfork playhouse here) o¢ 4 friendly country and that it 
will try out Josephine victer's ane is a simple matter to choose the 
Irving Strouse s ‘Spring 1865 countries in the festivals of which 
during its 10-week season com- 


Hollywood will participate. On the 
other hand, by going into all the 
events and facing juries that 
heavily-loaded with Communists 
or tellow-travelers, the Americans 
| know they are certain to come out 
badly. 
While most of the festivals are 
New York City’s midtown area) merely a device to attract tourist 
will offer two summer stock | trade, the American companies do 
groups this pennen ween eae estan /not overlook their possibilities for 
forration ofa egoperatis oun. | promotion of specie pilates. an 
€ : i . , ; i. S. production in general. is 
opens June 4 with John Wexley’s felt also to be very important now 


mencing June 30. Barn is inaugu- 

rating a system of two alternating. 

stock companies, enabling each 

show to rehearse two weeks in- 

stead of the one usually allotted. 
Strouse will direct. 


2d N. Y. Summer Stock 


“They Shal die,” will be lo- : Saat ae 

a nae yes et Kighth to raise the opinion of Europeans 
= x0 gy The Wexley week wy set Concerning American cultural ae- 
ihe si F veld complishments to counteract the 





‘or theee weeks with plays by F. . 
fi : f constant barrage of = detracting 
ea en ema Soviet propaganda. 





Importance which is attached to 


HUNTINGDON VALLEY 


the festivals is evident by the at- 
All stone barn completely converted . 
; ention they got at the recent ses- 
into beautiful moderna tome, raneh 5 . ? = 
; sions of the Anglo-American Film 
type. oc cellarless buagalow, with 4 C omen Ww hi 
. ac og ‘ 
bedrooms, two baths, random width ‘ouncil In ashington last month. 
Hooes beamed ceilings, two harge Eric Johnston, Motion Picture 
fireplaces, 3-cur attached gar. with \ssn. of America prexy, in his out- 
* rooms and bath servaat quarters line of the understanding reached 
nbove: 6 acres, woodland and lawn, with the British, listed as one of 
beautiful view, Priced at $42,500, f the points: “That the British and 


American motion picture’ indus- 
tries consult as to participation in 
film festivals, having as the objec- 
tive one annual film festival as 
worldwide in scale as the Olympic 
games.” 


Open to offer as owner must sell due 


je health, 

la the artistic, exclusive and beaati- 
ful New Hope section of Penaa., situ- 
uted oa 3 acres of wooded hillside is 


this all-stone J-roem and bath home ———— 
with separate studio building on Venice Plans Disclosed 
premises offered at $10,000 Artistic . 

z Rome, May 24. 
and cultured) nelghbors make this E siti f Inter ti ai Ci 
property a fod for the exclusive ¢Xposttion O nternationa ine- 


ma Art of Venice, headed by Dr. 
Antonio Petrucci, announced ten- 
tative dates for the film festival 
will be Aug. 11-Sept. 1, so as not 
to conflict with other film festivals 
in Brussels, Prague, Edinburgh 
and Locarno. 

Although every country in 
Europe is expected to participate, 
as well as the U. S. and others, the 
only entry definitely announced at 


buyer, 


WM. T. B. ROBERTS & SON 
OPEN SUNDAY 
Ogontz 1682 Hatboro 1201 











THEATRE TIME 


The only magazine 


in America devoted 


: this time is David O. Selznick’s 
entirely to the theatre “Portrait of Jennie.” Dr. Petrucci 

a hes tesa veg mcr arlictes said that everything is being done 
by: Eugene Burr, Bruce make the Venice Festival a 


to 
“pleasure trip” for the guests, of- 
ficials and press. Instead of the 
monotony of films every afternoon 


Carpenter, John Gassner, Thyra 
Samter Winslow, et al. 


WILLIAM KEEGAN, Editor 


Issued four times a year and evening, sightseeing — trips, 
Subscriptions $1.60 a year: cocktail parties, dances, teas and 
$2.10 foreign parties are being arranged. All 
THEATRE PUBLICATIONS, INC. films will be shown several times 
152 West 42nd Street al several different hours so that 
New York 18, N. Y. there will be no need of missiag a 


picture. 











| by the organization’s council. 


i} not 


35, including David Burns, | 


are | 


‘EQUITY ‘DEPLORING 
MINORITY WRITE-INS 


Reported moves of a minority in 
Actors Equity to conduct a write- 
in vote for unannounced candi- 
dates in the union’s annual elec- 


‘tion June 3 have been denounced | 


ficial statement adopted yesterday 
(Tues.) said the council “dis- 
approves the organized, undercover 
write-in campaign and deplores 
the fact” that the minority “has 
chosen to make its candidates 


known” by the democratic method 


|ot an independent ticket 


approved a_ proposed 
contract to summer theatre 
tryout engagements, and ordered 
it submitted to the membership at 
the June 3 meeting at the Astor 
hotel, N. Y 


Council 
cover 


Prep Dallas Operettas; 
“Central Park’ Opener 
j Dallas, May 24. 
Douglas Morris, technical direc- 
tor for the State Fair Casino’s 
summer operetta musical shows, 
has arrived here to start work 
Peter Wolf, art director and scenic 
designer, has also arrived 
~The local Casino season will 
open on June 20 with Romberg’s 
“Up in Central Park.” 


Of- | 





: a 
| See Dramatists 
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producers. Although, as copyright 


owner of the basic property, the 
script, the author would stand to | 
halt the run of his show, lose 


the production and not only involve 
himself in costly litigation but 
possibly incur heavy legal damages. 
More or less the same conditions 
would apply in reverse on the 
producer. 

Dramatists Guild council failed 
to decide yesterday (Tues.) on a 
/course of action. It probably will 


appeal the federal court decision, | 


including Rifkind’s nix of the basic 
agreement, to a higher tribunal 


If turned down there, it’s felt that , 


there’s a chance of getting a re- 
versal from the U. S. Supreme 
Court Meantime, the Guild may 
not try to entorce the present 
basie agreement, revised in 1946, 
which contains most of the condi- 
tions that the court found objec- 
tionable in the 1941 agreement. 
Meantime, a committee 
ing of Kurt Weill, Elmer Rice and 


A. O. Goetz will study the prob- | 


lem and report back. Also, the 
Council will probably meet again 
late this week in an effort to work 
out a policy on the matter. 
According to Guild leaders, the 
court ruling that the basic agree- 
ment is illegally monopolistic in 
restraint of trade, following the 
Government's anti-trust rulings 
against ASCAP, points to the need 
for new legislation to cover the 
entire copyright situation. It’s 
, argued that the obvious purpose of 
anti-trust laws was to curb the re- 
striclive abuses of big business, 
not to prevent the cooperative eft- 


forts ot creative artists to get 
advantageous terms for their 


works 
No Thought of Guild Dissolution 
There is no thought of dissoly- 


ing the Guild. But several courses 
are open to the organization. One 
is to work out a new minimum 


| basic agreement without the objec- 
lionable features of the 1941 and 
1946 pacts. The primary modifi- 
cation might be the dropping of 
_the Guild-shop clause, thus giving 
producers the right to present 
| plays by non-Guild authors. That 
might avoid the monopoly angle. 
Another possible move would 
be for the Guild to have a recom- 


inended form contract for the use’ 


of its members, rather than the 
mandatory terms set under the 
1941 and 1946 agreements. It’s 


believed this would provide guid- 
ance for authors in dealing with 
producers, but would provide a 
loophole to the restraint-of-trade 
charge, since any author would be 
free to sign any deal he chose. 


Although Rifkind’s opinion was_ 


a severe blow to the Guild, it was 
anything but a victory for Carl E. 
Ring, who had brought the monop- 
Oly suit on the basis of the Guild 
agreement. The plaintiff's elaim 
for damages was tossed out and, 
although he was given court costs 
he must pav his own legal fees. 


More important. his rights to the 
“Stovepipe Hat” seript, his un- 
successful production of which 


brought about the suit, were not 
| sustained. 


consist- | 


Black Chiifen 





London, May 17. 

| Alee L. Rea. KE. P. Clift and Roy Lim- 
| bert presentation of drama in three acts 
|} by Lesley Storin Directed by Charles 
Hickman. At Westminster, London. 

Do cat wie ka eee RO Dorothy Gordon 
OT” TRS Se etre Owen Holder 
ME ba kes ak wee dweeet Rachel Gurney 
| meee CMTISKS. 250s ccee Flora Robson 


Wyndham Goldie 
Autbony Ireland 


| Robert Christie 
Bennett Hawkins 

This psychological study of 
mother love provides a perfect ve- 
hicle for Flora Robson. Popularity 


of the star should make it a sure 
winner: it’s likely to appeal to 
U.S. audiences, too 


4 woman in affluent circum- 
stances, whose husband has spent 
most of his life away from his 


family, is arrested for shoplifting 
within a few days of her son’s wed- 
ding. There has been a strained 
atmosphere between father and son 
for years, which has driven the boy 
into closer union with his mother 
\ psychiatrist, called in to help in 
the defense, explains the sudden 
impulse is due to dread of losing 
her son, who has made it clear that 
he will make a clean break from 
home on his marriage 

When the mother learns that this 
son-fixation is to be strongly 
stressed to gain sympathy when her 
case is heard, she flatly refuses to 


let the doctor be called, pleads 
guilty and is sentenced to three 
months’ imprisonment. She pre- 
fers to take punishment rather 
than risk any hint of abnormality 
in her relations with her boy. This 
results in a break in the ice be- 


tween the two men, with the infer- 
ence that harmony will be attained 
through the mother’s devotion. 
Wyndham Goldie ably supports 
Miss Robson as the cool, detached 
husband: Rachel Gurney is charm- 
ing and sympathetic as their mar- 
ried daughter and Owen Holder 
and Dorothy Gordon are duly ar- 
| dent as the nuptial pair. Anthony 
ireland gives dignity and sincerity 
to the role of the medico and 
Janet Barrow is a lovable old serv- 
ant. Production is smoothly char- 
acteristic of its competent director, 
Charles Hickman. Clem. 


Shooting Star 


London, May 

Frith Banbury presentation, in associa 
tion with Milroy Gay, of comedy in three 
acts by Basil Thomas. Directed by Ban- 


10. 


bury At Playhouse, London 
Miss Rawlings Avice Landone 
Joseph Lawson James Hayter 
2: eee Heather Gratrix 
Beryl Armstrong. ...... Ann Titheradge 
Mavis Pink Charmian Eyre 
Ned Rutter Derek Blomfield 
Peeeeen BIGKE. 6.6 cicscc Raymond Francis 
| Jack Bannerman....... Colin Douglas 
ae Frank Pettitt 


This is a brisk little comedy of 
| behind-the-scenes activities of the 
football game as seen by armchair 
authorities. Primarily a man’s play, 
| story is amusingly told and could 
be appreciated by unhep  non- 
sportsmen or women, but its lack 
of drawing names and specialized 
subject may detract from __ its 
chances. As a film it could be en- 
larged and enriched to a wider 
field. 

_ Unscrupulous methods of secur- 
ing star football players forms the 
story, disclosing the racket behind 
huge sums often paid tor transfer 
of ace men to wealthier clubs A 
provincial printer pays more. at- 
tention to his football club’s ac- 
quisitions than his own Sagging 
business. His crack player is laid 
up on the eve of an important 
match. Discovering one of his em- 
ployees is to marry the star man of 
the opposing team, he subtly bribes 
him with offers of employment and 
a house in the neighbrohood. When 
the boy applies for a transfer to ac- 
cept this proposition the Football 
Assn. scents unethical conduct: a 
special meeting is held and the 
printer is forced to relinquish his 
post as chairman. 

He is a genial rogue, excellently 
played by James Hayter. Avice 
Landone is charmingly patient and 
correct as his indispensable secre- 
tary who finds belated romance. 
and Charmian Eyre and Derek 
Blomfield are a natural pair of 
lovers whose marriage is the cause 
of the - jiggery-pokery. Splendid 
supporting cast, and competent di- 
rection contribute to the pleasing 
entertainment. Clem. 


es 


The Power of Darkness 


} 
Ss 
a. 
5 
= 
= 
‘< 


| Tolstoy in 
version by Peter Glenville 
Glenville. At Lyric. London 
Peter ignatych , Herbert Lomas 


English 
Directed by 


Anisyva Sonis 

) Sonia Dresdel 
~ ory a ee ee Jean Simmons 
Matres Stuart Granger 
an tlt Tyree Mary Clare 
ea ats t teeters Harold Scott 
aMitrin icon Mary Horn 


Frederick Valk 
Ambitious experiment by film- 
star Stewart Granger to make his 
return to the stage after six years 
finds him in this grim drama of 
old Russia. Enthusiasm shown by 


jthe public will more likely be for 





$$$ 


Plays Abroad 


| Granger in the flesh, rather 
_a desire to digest Tolstoy. 

| Sordid story concerns ag farm 
woman who poisons her husband 
to gratify her lust for the hired 
man, whom she subsequently mar. 
ries. only to see him seduce her 
halt-wit stepdaughter. Gir! tlaunts 
her shame and gives birth to a 
child on the eve of her marriage 


than 


to an accommodating neighbor 
The guilty man. driven by his 


mother to murder and secretly 
bury his ill-gotten infant, attempts 
suicide, then makes public con- 
fession of his sins. Gloom piles on 
gloom. 

Jean Simmons, making her stage 
debut, has little to do but stare 
and spout venom as occasion arises 
as the stepdaughter, with Sonia 
Dresdel and Mary Clare sharing 
main honors as the murderess and 
accomplice mother-in-law.  Freqd- 
erick Valk turns in a. brilliant 
cameo as a farmhand and Herbert 
lomas makes a pathetic figure of 
the husband ruthlessly removed 
by his young wite. 

Main drawback to genuine at- 
mosphere is the colloquial dialog 
which, though occasionally light- 
ening the tragic pall, mars the re- 
alistic effect and challenges the 
period setting Clem. 
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Finian’ Deal 
—— (‘oniinued 
with Elia Kazan again 
and with the legit cast 


| 
| 
| 
| 


ae 





from page 


directing, 


Deal is in the works for Fred 
Finklehoffe, Jr., to do a= screen 
version of “At War with the 
Army,” James P. Allerdice com- 
edy at the Booth, N. Y. Picture 
would be produced in New York 
this summer, using the legit cast. 


Also near the inking point is a 
deal for Charles K. Feldman to 
acquire the film rights to “Finian’s 
Rainbow,” the 1947-48 musical cur- 
rently on tour. Price is said to be 
$200,000 and the show’s librettist- 
lvricist, E. Y. Harburg, will co- 
produce the screen version and 
work on the adaptation 

Other prospects for film sale in- 
clude “Kiss Me, Kate,” “Goodbye, 
My Fancy” and “Two Blind Mice.” 
Not available for sale is “South 
Pacific,’ since Richard Rodgers 
and Oscar Hammerstein, 2d, are 
unwilling to dispose of any of their 
musicals, lest it lessen their value 
as vehicles for touring. 

There continues to be Coast in- 
terest in “Streetcar Named Desire” 
and “‘Mister Roberts.” both from 
the 1947-48 season. In the case of 
the Tennessee Williams drama, sev- 
eral studios have reportedly been 
negotiating with producer Irene 
Selznick, after refusing to bite on 
proffered terms for the property. 
As for the Thomas Heggen-Joshua 
Logan hit, producer Leland Hay- 
ward is understood still planning 
to make the film version indepent- 
ly in the east. 








WANTED 


Man or woman to demonstrate 
and sell well established cleaning 
fluid for all leather upholstery to 





Theatres, Night Clubs, Offices, 
Hotels, etc. 
No experience necessary. Excel- 


lent commission. Full or part time. 
Some territories open. 
Write: 
BEL-WAY CLEANERS 


Box 63, Station P 
Brooklyn 12, New York 














THEATRE 
ONE 





SUMMER 

ONE FOR RENT 
Two long established available this summer. 
(1) Equity summer theatre in 60,000 sum- 
mer population grosses $4,900 a week ea- 
pacity, rent $1,300 for season. .(?) Non- 
Equity summer theatce beautiful New Eng 
land summer resort with school setuo. Two 
theatres, eottage for 35 people. wonderful 
stage fer sale only $12,500. Small amount 
down, long-term mortoane Ath oldest in 
America. oca-Cola eoncession and program 
ads will eover rental of one and mortgage 
payments on the other Reliable parties only 

Box V-207 Variety 
46th St New York 19, 


FOR SALE 


154 W. a. ¥. 





VERSATILE INSTRUCTOR 
To teach DRAMA, TELEVISION 
and DANCING at 
WHITE ROE LAKE 
(100 miles north of N. Y.) 
Starting June 19th 


113 West 42nd Street 
New York 18, N. ¥- 











—— 





Complete, Beautiful Theatre 








al 
SUMMER RESORT 
FOR RENT 

Or on commission basis,  Avallable 
fer single performances oF eatire 
summer, 

Write Bo« No. V-27t9 

Variety, New Work 
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Fr. Terminiello Controversy 
The U. S. Supreme Court's five- 
to-four decision in the Father 
thur W. Terminiello case last 
oe stirred up a general editorial 
wntroversy in the New York daily 
press The Daily News, which orig- 
i ally was cold on the conviction 
of Fr Terminiello, protested the 
voversal on grounds that “almost 
nobody but the Communists” will 
, om 
i, Ted O. Thackrey, editor of 
The Daily Compass, also attacked 
the court's ruling on grounds that 
“labor-baiters, Jew-baiters and 


Red-baiters’ have been given a 
warrant to run rampant. I. F. 
Stone, in the same paper, upheld 


the court’s decision as a victory for 
civil liberties. 

The N. Y. Post also ranged on 
the court’s side on the same 
grounds. The N. Y. Times’ analysis 
of the decision stated that the con- 
stitutional right of free speech had 
peen left intact but the relation- 
ship between state and Federal 
courts had been revised. The Daily 
Worker viewed the decision as a 
plow against the prosecution in the 
present Government case against 
the 12 Communist Party leaders. 





Piatigorsky’s Novel 
Gregor Piatigorsky, the cellist 
virtuoso, is writing his first novel 
for Random House publication. 
Since he’s married to a Rothschild, 
he told his new publisher he 
“doesn’t have to worry about 
royalties.” 

Instead, he likes to tell of the 
time when, at 14, with his voice 
changing, he was a music prof at 
the Moscow Conservatory and his 
students were up to four times his 
age. 

Rita-Aly’s Big Coverage 

The Rita Hayworth-Aly 


| go over to Buenos Aires from the 


Uruguayan capital, find that the 
Uruguayan papers are confiscated 


| by customs officials on the Argen- 


' the 


i spoken in 


the free speech deci- | 


Khan | 


wedding at Cannes on Friday (27) | 


is being given a newspaper buildup 
almost equalling the current con- 
ference of the “Big Four” foreign 
ministers. Reps of all the news 
agencies, local and foreign papers 
and the fan mags have put in bids 


to attend the ceremony, with the | 


invitations frugally doled out. 

Lee Elroy, Miss Hayworth’s busi- 
ness rep, is handling the alloca- 
tion of tickets. 


Comics Reach India 
The comic strip has come to In- 
dia. The Times of India 
Bombay, has started a comic week- 
ly, following the American pat- 
tern, titled Junior. Lead is being 


Press, | 


| 


followed by the Indian Express of | 


Madras which, issues four pages of 
comic matter along with its tabloid 
Sunday Magazine section. Both 
publish material supplied by King 
Features Syndicate. 

The Madras comic features Man- 
drake, Popeye, Snookums, Bring- 
ing Up Father, Mickey Mouse and 
Uncle Remus. Junior of Bombay 
features “King of the Royal 


tine side as soon as they step off 
river boats or planes. The 
Uruguayan press is far too out- 
ke its opinions of Peron 
policies to find a welcome from 
Peronist officials. 


Billie Burke’s ‘Feather’ 
“With a Feather on My Nose” 
(Appleton-Century-Crofts; $3) is 
Billie Burke’s unpretentious, good- 
humored and readable story of her 


life, written in collaboration with 
freelance mag author Cameron 
Shipp. It is an ingratiating book 


for long-memory legit followers 
rather than film fans, since it con- 
centrates on the actress’ start on 
the London stage, her career as a 
Frohman star and her life with 
Florenz Ziegfeld, and skims lightly 
over her more recent years in 
Hollywood. 

The celebrated beauty of the pre- 
World War 1 era, daughter of a 
circus clown, Miss Burke is re- 
vealed as a modest, wise, generous- 


minded woman—and that vanish- 
ing phenomenon, a lady. Mostly 
in what appears to be her own 


words, she speaks revealing but 
affectionately and with good taste 
of many great names of theatres 
and pictures, past and _ present. 
And, while avoiding self-conscious- 
ness or bathos, she tells at length 
of her marriage to Ziegfeld—a 
marriage that involved difficulties 
and heartaches but obviously was 
and is still one of the most im- 
portant things in her life. 

Miss Burke has had an eventful 
and satisfying career. Her cheer- 
ful account of it 
ing and _ occasionally 
reading. 





touching 
Hobe. 
Obscene & Lewd Division 

A special Illinois Senate com- 
mittee has advocated establishment 
of an obscene and lewd literature 
division in the Public Welfare 
Dept. Group took a special slap 
at comic books that “incite teenage 
crimes.” 

Legislative body reported that 
there was enough laws at present 
to control such literature, but sug- 
gested that the director of public 
welfare be given the right to in- 
spect all publications before being 
offered tor sale in Illinois. 


‘Writers on Writing’ 
“Writers On Writing’ was pre- 
pared by the Conference of the 
University of New Hampshire and 
edited by Herschel Brickell 
(Doubleday; $3). This book covers 


| the entire writing field. The novel, 


short story. poetry, non-fiction and 


| special markets, the regional, bio- 


Mounted,” Peter Quiz, Mike, Billy | 


Bunter and “the Valiant Prince.” 
Junior, of course, has one or two 
items of purely Indian background, 
but these are adaptations only. 


_ Ubiq itous Ornstein 

Bill Ornstein, Metro flack, is 
Currently appearing in two literary 
Magazines: In Decade of Short 
Stories with “The Shadow Lingers 
On” and in Wildfire with “Twenty 
Cents Worth of Murder.” 

Next issue of Decade, celebrating 

. anniversary, will reprint Me- 
troite’s “Ma and Mrs. Robinson,” 
and next issue of Wildfire also will 
publish Ornstein’s “Ah, Cher- 
chonia!” 


N Anti-Peron Press Palls 
tine eovernment-owned Argen- 
duced ee arets _have been re- 
the . a few flimsy pages since 
expro ot government decided to 
“resdiigtrins newsprint stocks and 
Bina ; stead them among its 
months avo. publications some 
fee of newsprint imports are 
tariat pands of the press secre- 
se Sten ah presidency. no orders 
Print, and placed abroad for news- 
ae famed inside of two months, 
able Shee w sprint will be avail- 
oar thi ince the government took 
tion nothin ent purchase ques- 
sae : 7 oo whatsoever has been 
eepa edinotan the opposition 
oe . voc torializing about it, it 
Ries much as though it will 
long. ead out of business before 


— _the pages of Argentine 
duced , - have been so much re- 
is aor Du lication of world news 
adaye — circumscribed. Now- 
more am Uruguayan press is far 
guntia ormative, and many Ar- 

OS are trying to arrange for 


s * toal 
aactiPtions to Uruguayan news- 
0 date So that they can keep up 


+ However, travellers who 


graphical and historical book, book 
reviewing, how to do an article, 
feature articles, editorials, styles 
and radio writing. In the practical 
side of writing there are chapters 
on preparing a manuscript, author 
and agent relations, author and 


publisher, and use of speech re- 


Moreover, since all | 


when present stocks are , 


‘be published Sept. 


cordings. 

Articles on all these subjects are 
contributed by experts in their 
particular fields who know how 
to guide those in the pupilage of 
writing. It will help brush up the 
older writer and start the tyro 
with information all writers should 
joining co-star spot next week. 

Joe Laurie, Jr. 


CHATTER 
Art Gilmore’s book, “Radio An- 
nouncing,” will be published this 
fall in Brazil. 
Anne Ford, Little, Brown & Co. 


drumbeater, left on initial coast 
visit Saturday (21). 
Bennett Cerf (Random House) 


auditioning several TV quiz shows, 
all with a literati flavor. 
Magazine Digest’s June issue 
profiling Anthony B. Farrell in ar- 
ticle titled “Archangel Over Broad- 


way.” : 
Fred Johnson, San_ Francisco 
Call Bulletin’s drama editor, in 


town for 10 days to 0.0. current 
legit crop. 

Millard Lampell’s “The Hero,” 
bought by Columbia Pictures, will 
12 by Julian 
Messner, Inc. 

Lowell Thomas profiled by Mau- 
rice Zolotow in current mag ar- 
ticle “The Two Million Words of 
Lowell Thomas.” 

Walter G. Pfaffenberg retired as 
advertising director of the Los An- 
geles Times after 45 years on the 
Same newspaper. 


Henry Willson’s book about 
Hollywood film talent, “Let's Be 
Somebody,” will be published in 


autumn by Creative Age Press. 
Reader’s Digest, in its June 
issue, will plug the Louis de Roche- 
ment film production, “Lost Boun- 
daries.” based on a Digest story. 
Pincus “Bill” Tell, former 
VARIETY mugg, authored “Oppor- 


makes entertain- ' 


published by the Vocational Guid- 
ance Manuals. 

Fred Dickenson, associate editor 
at King Features, authored a mys- 
tery, “Kill "Em With Kindness,” 
which David McKay Co. is publish- 
ing in September. 

Alva Johnston, who profiled Wil- 
son Mizner for the New Yorker 
mag a few years, has expanded his 
original material into a full-length 
book to be published by Farrar, 
Straus. 

Coward-McCann is_ publishing 

1,000,000 copies of “Mrs. Mike” in 
a paper-back edition to coincide 
with the film version to be pro- 
duced by Sam Bischoff and Ed- 
ward Gross. 
David J. Mendelsohn ,mag pub- 
lisher, filed bankruptcy schedule in 
N. Y. Southern District Court last 
week, listing liabilities $50,016; as- 
sets $2,934, exclusive of copyrights 
of unlisted value 

Nation mag adding the defunct 
N.Y. Star’s column on columns, 
“So They Said.” written by Tim 
Taylor under the psuedonym of 
Frank Columbine as a_ weekly 
feature commencing May 21. 

Bessie Little is reviving screen 
Stars mag. after a lapse of several 
months, with Alyce Canfield signed 
to write a gossip column and six 
stories per issue, and Art Weiss- 
man returning to his chore as staff 
photog. 

Cowles Publications, publishers 
of Look, are sneak previewing a 
new 10c mag in nine cities outside 
of New York. Arnold Gingrich is 
heading the project as chief editor. 
Gingrich was former editor of Es- 
quire who left under a deal to get 
paid for three additional years. 

Joe Ravotto, former VARIETY 
roving foreign correspondent, due 
from Italy Saturday (28), aboard 
the Saturnia, for a two-month stay 
in N.Y. He returns to Rome where 
he is co-head of U.S. Information 
Service. Mrs. Ravotto is with him 

More in the Satevepost tendency 
to show biz stuff: last week’s issue 
included a piece on songsmith 
Frank Loesser, titled ‘“‘He Put That 
Tune in Your Head,” by Robert M. 
Yoder, and the first of an 8-parter 
by Robert Lewis Taylor, “W. C. 
Fields: Rowdy King of Comedy.” 
_ In the first move to decentralize 
its activities, Esquire Publications 
is moving the Coronet subscrip- 
tion department to Boulder City, 
Colo., this summer. Other sub- 
scription departments of the other 
publications in its fold will also 
make the shift during the next 
vear. 

Oscar Dystel. who is one of the 
most recent Collier’s outs, since 
the advent of Lou Ruppel as editor, 
could have joined Herb Mayes at 
Cosmopolitan-Good Housekeeping 
several weeks ago, but felt he 
would be leit undisturbed with the 
advent of Ruppel. 
and before that ditto of Coronet. 
John Denson, ex-Time-Life-For- 
tune succeeds him. 











B’way 1st Runs | 


Lama, Continued from page 5 sa 





as an important factor. However, 
continued high cost of living as 
well as the fact that 
coin goes in for household articles 
where a year or two ago they were 
not obtainable is working against 
maintenance of high business pace 
on Broadway. 

Impartial observers feel that the 
high cost of attending a Broadway 
picture theatre is hurting when 
other costs are included. Con- 
trasted to convenience of their own 
neighborhoods, the temptation is 
to duck Times Square area. Also, 
the average fan can get vaudeville 
with his films at many nabes now 
at least one day .per week. Be- 
sides lower admission, outlay for 
transportation and food, if dining 
out, is considerably less. 


Indie Exhibs 


Continued from page 3 jam 
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and which maintains a full staff of 
exploiteers in the field. On that 
basis, it is believed, Rodgers might 
expect a full percentage cut of the 
gross no matter how high it went 
over the control figure. 

According to a bulletin issued 
this week by Allied of Indiana, 
such a scale would be a step tow- 
ards the kind ‘‘we have always 
plugged for.” It would serve as an 
incentive to exhibs to merchandise 
their pictures better, and thus 
would insure both distributors and 
the theatre operators better re- 
turns. “It is entirely illogical,” the 
bulletin stated, ‘that the exhibitor 
who does an outstanding job of 
merchandising and builds up un- 
usual grosses by furnishing his pa- 
trons the utmost in theatre facili- 
ties, by additional 


advertising or 
.by any other of the devices that 


| tunities in Motion Pictures” being 


Dystel was m.e. | 


much extra, 


. 
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? SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully PHPFOF+E+OC H+ OS 


One Beer, Can., May 22. 

Before the demurrer mob points out that I am suffering myself from 
what I described only last week as Litigious Paranoia (in the plagiarism 
syndrome), let me at least get a bill of particulars on record. 

It’s all caused by the lead article in the May 21 issue of Collier's. 
Called “I Was King of Safecrackers,” a five-part feature by Herbert 
Emerson Wilson as told to Dean Jennings in 1949, I'm a litigous screw- 
bali if this isn’t “Unholy Nights—the Life-Story of a Reverend Safe- 
cracker,’ by the ex-Rev. Herbert Emerson Wilson as told to Frank 
Scully and William J. Perlman in 1939 

In fact the stickup swami's story, which started out as 





“Caught” and 


then was changed to “Unholy Nights,” had been sold long ago to Alli- 
ance under the ultimate title of “All This Behind Me.” It was to be 
published by Nov. 15, 1941. Then Alliance sold its book biz to Ziff- 


Davis who, on finding they could not shelve the thing for the duration 
of the war, due to contractual limitations, sold it back to us for one 
buck 

Okay, Whodunit? 

Last seen the script was picked up at Bedside Manor some months 
ago by Rudy Vallee, who took it to a studio in the hope that the light- 
ning which struck Dick Powell would strike again. And now, of all 
places, the story shows up in Collier’s under a new billing. 

My hep public may be laughing fit to kill at the thought of my trust- 
ing my literary future to a widely advertised crook, such as Herbert 
Emerson Wilson claims to be. But if they were privy to the corre- 
spondence which had gone on between us through the years they too 
would find it difficult to resist the ex-con’s charms. 

After doing 1S years at San Quentin, Wilson finally won a pardon 
which had two conditions. The first was that he should go around the 
country handcuffed to a G-man and show postal inspectors how he and 
his syndicate of peter-men planned and pulled off the country’s biggest 
mail robberies. The other was that after clearing up these mysteries 
he should accept a one-way pass to Canada, the land of his birth, and 
confine his researches thereafter te that part of the world where the 
sun never sets. 

Outside U. S. A. 

Since receiving the old heave from the good old U. S. A. the ex-rev. 
has been heading a consultation clinic for human problems in Vancou- 
ver. B. C., running fishing trips to Cortez Island, contributing articles 
to the Commercial Fisherman's Weekly, and supporting a 93-year-old 
mother back in London, Ontario. 

After she died he decided to ship out of Canada as an able-bodied 
seaman. At the time he was 66! As he sailed from port to port, be- 
tween Vancouver and Sydney, he kept reporting to me as if I were his 
parole officer. He gave me a strict accounting of all the monies he 
earned. Only once was he sorely tempted to go back to his old ways. 
In New Zealand he ran into a smalltime operator of a shell game. His 
technique was so naive it touched the old master. Wilson showed him 
how to step up the take. The crook immediately offered @ partnership. 
3ut Wilson assured me the field no longer interested him. 

Traveler's Aid 

In another place the natives wanted to elect him mayor. But fearing 
his past would pursue him even to the South Pacific he said he didn’t 
choose to run. He met prime ministers and potentates. He gave them 
letters of introduction to me as Grief Commissioner of California. He 
reported that Tahiti had lost all its early allure. 

His odyssey ended, Wilson returned to Canada and urged the whole 
Scully Circus to join him in a summer of hunting and fishing. I tell 
you our relations were on a higher plane than Chamberlain and Hitler. 

And then to run on to this literary larceny! It has practically shat- 
tered my faith in crooks, no matter how big their operations had been 
in the past. I had always felt about Wilson and his mob that for the 
work they put into a bigtime robbery, it wasn’t a question of crime 
does not pay but that it does not pay enough! 

So Crime Doesn’t Pay Enough, Eh? 

A job which grossed him and his mob $1,000,000 cost them every bit 
as much thought, attention to detail and running expenses as a Holly- 
wood producer puts into a $1,000,000 production. Some of Wilson's 
robberies took three years to work out. Typical of his mob’s operations 
I recall a bank they once robbed. The thing started by Wilson's read- 
ing an innecent chamber of commerce sort of news item to the effect 
that a bank was building a new 12-story building. 

Before the foundations were laid Wilson had moved his moll (a U.S.C. 
co-ed who could play many character parts) into a shop across the 
street. There she set up as a modiste. From a hidden corner of her 
shop Wilson cased the construction of the bank. He was perpetually 
looking for faulty construction. 

Did He Use Marijuana Or Novocaine? 

On observing through high-powered field glasses that the walls were 
burglarproof but that the ceiling was kind of weak, Wilson ordered Doc 
de la Pena to lease the floor above for dental offices. Thus by the time 
the bank was well into its first million of cash deposits, Wilson had 
the whole setup cased for his own peculiar interpretation of the phrase 
“combined operation.” 

Doc de la Pena, now masquerading as a dentist, would drill right 
through some chump’s tooth and keep right on drilling through the 
fioor and the soft top-side of the bank’s safe below. Wilson, who seems 
to have had a soup that anticipated atomic fission, would do the rest. 
In fact he once told me it was his explosive that blew up Wall Street 
long, long ago. 

Done To the Queen’s Taste 


In all the years his mob operated, grossing between $12,000,000 and 


$18,000,000 in the lean years when even a G wasn’t hay, Wilson had 
never shot a gun. It was ironic under the circumstances that what 
eventually got him a life sentence was the charge that he had shot and 
killed his partner in crime, an old con named Herbert Cox. It sup- 
posedly happened in an attempted jailbreak from the old L.A. cani- 
torium. It was about the only charge I never felt Wilson guilty of. 

After all, he had been bussed on the cheek by Queen Victoria as 2 
hero of the Boer War. He had been ordained a minister of the Baptist 
faith. He had been a chaplain in World War I. He had been a safe- 
cracker, a mail-robber, a fugitive, a jailbreaker and, finally, a convict, 
but he had never two-timed us of the literati. 

Oh dear. anybody wanna buy a 1941 copyright cheap? 
for 20 vears. 


It’s still good 


deals, the Allied report deciared: 
“We commend a policy that pro- 
vides that after an exhibitor nego- 
tiates a contract with his salesman, 
he can rest assured the picture will 
the improvement of his theatre and be delivered to him according to 
allows each picture to stand or fall the deal worked out, and he will 
according to its own merits.” not be advised just prior to his 
As for the 20th policy, no ad- playdate that New York demands 
verse reaction has yet been report- #0 Increase in terms.” 
ed by any indie exhib group. Al- Bulletin continued: “Let us say 
lied of Indiana, in fact, while al- for the record that Fox has not 
leging 20th had barked louder than made a practice of employing this 
it finally bit. commended the com- device for an increase.” Indiana 
pany this week for its past distrib group also greeted 20th’s decision 


are in the province of exhibition 
should then be made to pay the film 
company a greater part of each 
dollar he takes in than does the 
exhibitor who reinvests nothing in 


practices. Noting that the new to re-embrace the sliding scale, 
policy relegates complete author- terming it an “incentive” method 
ity to field staffers to make all of selling. 
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juve cinemactor Juan Carlos Bar-' 

Broadway 'bieri to Chile to look over film | 
: ‘ i there. | 

The Leo (Clara) Lindys “pro- Pe elavinion ondindee Eduardo F. 
filed” in the Sunday suns ae _Grimberg to Europe and U. 5S. to 
section by Meyer Berger. ‘look into video progress tor Ar- 

Garry Davis to spend the sum-' gentine government. | 
mer touring Europe on lecture tour g | 
for his One World project. : 

Jack Norworth partied at the, P b h 
Lambs, after which he left for his | itts urg 
home at Laguna Beach, Cal. By Hal Cohen 

Goldwyn foreign chief Alfred Chuck Baldizer appointed man- 
Crown in Mexico City this week ager of King Records agency here. 
for huddles with RKO officials Tommy McF arland, cafe singer, 
there. broke his leg in a fall and is hospi- 

: > > ‘ rj “eceive the talized. : 
ico gtiige tema roe, Mu- Bandleader Johnny Marino off 
sic, from the U. of Portland (Ore.), Copa stand for week because ol 
Sunday (29) chicken pox. 

> “ty ses ss ho’s been east for Dancers Walter and Jean Brown 
th gy il pee ger vaca- | back on road amet spending month 

seal xc “"‘ he Coast With ailing mother. 
—— = to the Coast late weer hat Rena & 
ee eee s acos, Bobby Van & Myrna 

Third annual dance of the Mo- appre Carousel. 
tion Picture Theatre Cashiers Sammy Walsh, Kay Vernon and 
Union, _T 7 Manhattan Cen-| waiter & Jean Brown head show 
ter, N. Y., June J. opening June 6 at Ankara. 

ce ee ete at hon-| Muriel O'Malley coming back for 
orary degree of Moctor in€ two summer operettas, “Song of 
Arts ee ae —" RicO Norway” and “Chocolate Soldier.” 

t Rio 1edras, May ;° | An McCabe and Va y 
; Jack Dailey, manager of opera-| povg heading new floor show at 
tions at Music Hall, getting along | wijjjam Penn hotel Terrace Room. | 
okay at Lenox Hill hospital follow- | June Arnold, of nitery ice show. 
ing an operation <n egage ; '“Glide the Globe,” had to have 
E a port nd ag sgl in her leg when cut 
“urope, "1day ‘ 2 , skates. 
for production of several = | " Santen MacNeil set for roles in 
ai? eben ae “7 gape first two operettas of summer ll 
acgregor Scott, rerseas Sales | . “ug , Meswan" “Choe- 
manager for Associated British- | *9 V0 + Rall jl and “Choc 
Pathe, planed to Britain last week Linda Darnell. Paul Douglas and 
en route home from a South Amer-| yo5n Peters will be here May 27 
ee Sr? ducer Jerry Wald planed for Harris preem of “It Happens 

/B producer Jerry Wi very Spring.” 
in from coast for quickie huddles Every Spring | 
with Milton Berle on his forthcom- a a | 
ing Warner pic, “Always Leave | Mi rF | 
Them Laughing.” , ie inneapo 1S | 

Mrs. Jack (Frieda) app plans | ; | 
a Hollywood visit with her family | By Les Rees 
this summer, and will then move | Excelsior Amusement Park 
into an apartment, selling their | opened for season. | 
East 64th St. town house. |_ Hotel Radisson Flame Room has | 

Pincus Sober of _ s ve Malu Gatica with Danny Ferguson 
office legal staff, who is prez Of) orch. 
the Metropolitan AAU, slated to Club Carnival floor show topped 
accompany the AAU track team on | by Jerry Colonna and Harmonica 
its European tour, flying with them 7° ; 


London - 


Emile Littler plans to fly to New 
York July 2, for opening of ‘Miss 
Liberty.” 


with husband Jack on fulltime 
joint publicity. Couple are now 
representing Sophie Tucker and 
Gracie Fields. 

“French Without Tears,” Terence 
Rattigan comedy, is being revived 
by Linnit & Dunfee, with cast 
headed by Peter Hammond, Moira 
Lister and Clive Morton. 

James Thurber’s “The Male 
Animal” had a triumphant pre- 
miere at the Arts Theatre Club 
May 18 with mixed cast of Ameri- 
can and Canadian artists. 

Vivian Palmer, Tom Arnold’s ice 
shows producer, just back from 
America, having signed Ring and 
Lamb for new ice show, due at 
Stoll’s theatre, Kingsway, some- 
time in July. 

Revival of Emile Littler’s “Lilac 
Time” stays at the Palace theatre 
till July 9, after which it is re- 
placed by revival of “Song Of 
Norway,” by same management 
for nine weeks. 

Technicolor 
made as part of the celebrations 
tor the Festival of Britain in 1951, 
with the 1851 Exhibition as its 


theme, is under way by London | 


Film Productions. 

“The Power of Darkness” closed 
at the Lyric May 21 after three 
and a half weeks, with film stars 
Jean Simmons and Stewart 
Granger unlikely to undertake 
further stage roles. 


Jimmy Forsyth, now with the! 


Rank Organization, retires on the 
32nd anniversary of his entry into 


the motion picture industry at the | 


end of this month. He has always 
been associated with the GB group 
of theatres. 


production, to be. 


= it stars Adriano Rimoldi and | 


| Ana Mariscal. 


| “Yo Soy el Director” (“I’m the | 
screen comedy, | 
| stars Margarita Andrey and Con-, 


| Director’), new 


| Hollywood 


Mae Marsh out of hospit: 
checkup. “ospital after 
Nelson Eddy in Santa Barbarg 


, rado Sammartin; and features Pepe |... : . 
Julie Oliphant now associated Nieto and Mary Delgado. Jeronimo recovering from fiu. 


| Mihura directed. 

Angel de Andres and Julio Pena 
/are off to Mexico, former to work 
'in a Mexican studio, latter to sell 

his pix, among them “Siempre 
Vuelven de Madrugada” (‘They 
Always Return at Dawn’’), not re- 
leased in Spain yet. 

| Contract has been signed by 
Sagitario Films and Argentina 
Sono Films for distrib of Spanish 
pix in South America. First two to 
be released under this agreement 
jare “Cuatro Mujeres” (‘Four 
Women’’), directed by Antonio del 
Amo and “La Fiesta Sigue” (“The 
Feast Continues”) directed by En- 
rique Gomez. 





Paris 


By Maxime de Beix 
(33 Blud. Montparnasse ) 


Lady Mend! lunching with Resita 
Winston. 

The Jack Segals in, 
stay in London. 

Sylvie St. Clair to Cannes for a 
couple of weeks. 

Barney Glazer and Harry Rosen- 
| thal in town. 

Jacques Deval and Jean Pierre 
Aumont dining together. 

The Neil Vanderbilts in 
for the first time in months. 

Massino Girotti and Massino de 
Santis from Rome for Paris 0.0. 

Alexander Paal in Paris while 
“Tale of Five Cities’ is getting 
along. 

Ellen Dosia hypoing Opera 
Comique grosses, and stalked by 
the TV boys. 

“Snake Pit” (20th) getting ter- 


following 


Paris 


-| rifice ballyhoo from papers, with 


Miami Beach 


By Lary Solloway 
Clover Club reopened main room 
for Mandrake date. 


to London, June .2. Rascals. _ Leon Enken and son, Leon Jr. 

Metro sales veepee William F. Pi Rube Bernstein, recovered from looking around for Beach location, 
Rodgers planning to attend the illness, back with “Finian’s Rain- DeCastro Sisters featured in 
graduation of his two sons, Wil-| bow” here. Sherry Frotenac’s Pompadour 
liam and Thomas, from George-| Tito Guizar to Hotel Radisson Room. 


prior to} Flame Room on return date start- | 
heading for the Coast. ing this week. | 
Joe E. Brown slated to receive an Gertrude Bromberg in ahead 
honorary degree of doctor of hu-| of “Streetcar Named Desire.” due 
mane letters on-June 3 trom Bowl-| at Lyceum May 20. scaled at $4.20 
ing Green State U. of Ohio. Award top. é z 
stems from his wartime tours to} Benny Fields into Hotel Nicollet 
— pr ok on tao ge dry |Minnesota Terrace for w = with 
John Garfield, Gabriel Heatter,) Wayne Gregg band. Lou Holtz to 
Alfred Drake and Patricia Mori-! foljow, lead 
son among honor guests partici-| Metropolitan Opera pulled less 
pating in the annual Father's Day | than capacity and under a year 
award luncheon, being held at the, ago for four performances on 
Waldorf-Astoria hotel, tomorrow | annual visit. 
(Thurs.). ; , KSTP_ has eliminated Sunday 
Lawrence Audrain, homeoffice| night TV programs, hitherto 
PankePrestige unit of Universal |2Mong Week's most important, 
wn se ; sal until July 31. 
since its formation in July, 1946, | Hamag Madeclendes, manager of 
resigned to take over management | Lyceum, legit house, in St. Mary’s 
of the newly-formed British Book hospital recovering from  emer- 
Centre in New York. | _. | geney appendectomy. 
Number of film business biggies; Romo Vincent into Club Car- 
attended an auction at the Larch-' niyal for current week with Har- 
mont (N. Y.) Shore Club, Sunday monica Rascals and Perry Martin 
night (22) for benefit Pad ins |orch just ahead of Sophie Tucker. 
National ———— for Cere | Hotel Nicollet Minnesota Ter- 
Palsy, whose womens group 1S race substituted Joe Howard and 
headed by Mrs. Leonard Golden- the Carltons for Lou Holtz when 
see wife of the Paramount Thea-) ijjness compelled latter to cancel. 
res prez. 
Steve Miller, Jock Lanconen’s | | 
London rep on the J. Arthur Rank | 
account, as Anglo-U.S. liaison, 


ison, | Germany | 
clippered back to England after a) Gaiman film. distributors and. 


fast three week’s holiday in the!" Ph : j 
States, including a quickie flight | Tea ads carr = yw a 
to Hollywood on business and visit hall os oie eo | 
to his family. Publicist expects to | : i 
become a father in September, so, German documentary film. “Co- 
wife, Mrs. Phyllis Miller, didn’t logne Cathedral — 700 Years” has 
come over this time. | been bought for airing over Brit- 
Kathryn Osterman 2d, 16-year- | ish video stations. 

old daughter of (the late) Jack) Hamburg officials have author- 
Osterman and Mary Daly Oster- ized 7,000,000 marks for building 
man, having graduated the Gardner, of a film studio in Hamburg-Rahl- 
School, and slated to enter Vassar stedt. The grant is subject to ap- 
this fall, will do a strawhat stint proval by the voters. 
at Bar Harbor, Me., this summer.| Inge _ Scholl, sister of Hans 
Kathryn Osterman I, yesteryear Scholl, who was executed by the, 
musicomedy star, lives with her)! Nazis for his part in a plot against 
granddaughter and daughter-in- | Hitler, has been elected chairman 
law on lower Park Ave, of the Ulm Film Group. 

anliecantts | The German-London Film Dis- 


. | tribution Co. (GMBH) has been 
Buenos Aires 


‘organized with home office” in 

| Hamburg. Company will distribute 

Nat Liebeskind back from U. S.| Korda films. German distribution 

jaunt. chief is Hans Fischer, former head 
Italian conductor Tullio Serafin of Tobis Film Distribution Co. 

in B. A. tor Colon Opera series. Screenwriter Helmuth Brandis 

Spanish film director Benito has sued director Paul Verhoeven 


town Univ., June 13, 





Five O'Clock Club adding show 
to precede and follow Barry Gray's 
nightly airer. 

Biz off around town, with ops 
hotel owners awaiting Decoration 
weekend and influx of southern 
and Latin trade. 

Hal Fisher and Laura Kellogg 
headed north for engagement at 
Tic Toe, Montreal, atter three 
weeks in Shell-I-Mar Room of 
Saxony hotel. 


India 
By N. V. Eswar 
Bombay film company employ- 
ees have formed a union. 


Indian Documentary, new pix 
mag, has been started in Bombay. 

“Loves of Carmen” (Col.) has 
been totally banned in Madras 
province. 

Move is afoot to compel foreign 
filmhouses to give 
centage ot playing time to Indian 
pix. 

Filming of theives of Ramak- 
rishna, Bengali “saint, and Lord 
Buddha are scheduled for produc- 
tion in Calcutta. 

Bombay’s Prithvi Theatres, un- 
der direction of Indian filmstar 
Prithviraj, will undertake a tour 
of South India shortly. 

A system of central censorship 
of films is being worked out. 
which will take into consideration 
questions of language and cultural 
background of different provinces. 

Construction of a film studio in 





Hyderabad state will be completed 


within two months. ‘Patriots of 
India,” to be filmed in three lan- 
guages, Hindi, Tamil and Telugu, 
is slated as the first production. 





Barcelona 
By J. C. Vidal-Gomis 

Boyd Bachman at the Rigat 
nitery hoff in his first appearance 
here. 

Carmen Sevilla, dancer, Teddy 
walker and his Caledonians: Daisy 
Daix and Bluebelis Follies, at the 
Ritz. 

Director Rafael Gil to produce 
independently “La Aventuras de 


Perojo back trom year’s jaunt in on charges of plagiarism. Brandis, Juan Lucas” (“The Adventures of 


Spain. 

Bolanos Peralta, Peruvian pix claims the title and theme of Ver- 
tycoon, of Liberated Films of hoeven’s first postwar film, “You 
Lima, visiting B. A. Are Not Alone,” originated with 

Agustin Irusta feted by friends him: 
before leaving for Spain to make JEIA, West Allied organization 


picture called “Carlos 
Guitarre.” Western Germany, has leased “Ber- at 
Italian actress Emma 


matica doing soap opera series on to distributors in 
Belgrano web, sponsored by Palm- Switzerland. The film is a semi- 
olive-Peet. 

Director Carlos Borcosque and Berlin. 


light treatment of lite in postwar | de 


who is demanding 50,000 marks, John Lucas’) 


Lily Moreno at the Rio nitery. 
A a . . > 
Also Laly Monty and Lilian de 
Monterrey, and Demon orchestra 
with singer Jose Valero. 

Adolfo Torrado’s new three-act 


Gardel’s handling international dealings for comedy, “Dona Vitamina.” opened 


the Barcelona theatre, with 


Gram- lin Ballad” on a five-year contract Guadalupe Munoz Sampedro in the 
Britain and. lead. 


Emisora Films completed “Pacto 
Silencio” (“Silence Agree- 


iment”), directed by Antonio Ro- 


| front-page stories. 

Producer Jacques Gauthier post- 
| poning trip to U.S. on account of 
i illness of his young boy. 

Ilva Lopert interested in “Jour 
de Fete,” Borrah Minevitch’s film 
comedy soon to be released. 

Barbara Cole gandering French 
pix and TV studios, before proceed- 
ing on European junket with Fed- 
eral Reserve Bank father, W. 
Thomas, 


South Africa 


By Joe Hanson 

Abolition of Sunday cinema 
shows in Rhodesia sought by 
Dutch Reformed Church. 

Susan Hayward rumored com- 
ing here end of year to make film 
with South African background. 

George King, independent pro- 
| ducer, here investigating possibili- 
| ties of making films with South 


| African. background. 
; Roy Boulting and J. L. Hodson. | 


|/of London Films, 


here to. start 
work on Sir Alexander Korda’s 


film of the Great Trek. 


Alicia Markova and Anton Dolin. | 


’English ballet dancers. originally 


skedded for four performances in 
cea finally gave 10, all 


Richard E. Lane, managing di- 


a ~ | rector of MacQuarrie Broadeast- 
a fair per-| ing Service of Australia, here to 


Survey South African broadcast 
| methods. 
“Oklahoma!” celebrated 150th 


performance in South Africa with 


, audience participation party at Al- 
‘hambra theatre, Cape Town. Run 


is all-time record for legit shows. 











| Benny’s Kine TV | 
aha 





‘amen CONinUed from page 1 


ing over eastern and midwest sta- 
tions and will probably be aired 
over CBS-TV. 

Miss Raye’s program will prob- 
ably assume a vaudeo format and 
may go in the NBC-TY Friday 
night 9.30 to 10 slot. now occupied 
by the Luckies-sponsored “Your 
Show Time.” Latter, a series of 
half-hour films produced by Mar- 
shall Grant-Realm Productions, 
will not be renewed following the 


end of the first 26-week cycle in| 


July. Producers received $8.500 
per film this year and had sought a 


boost to $11,000 each on the basis | 


that their budgets averaged be- 
tween $10,000-$15,000 each. 





CBS’ Coast Studio Problem 
Hollywood, May 24. 
_CBS may buy or rent a televi- 
sion studio here for network video 
programs because of limited space 
now available tor filming and _ re- 
hearsals, 
Number of CBS radio stars are 
now working out video formats, 
including Jack Benny, Edgar Ber- 


/gen, Lum ’n’ Abner and Amos ’n’ 


Andy. Red Skelton and Burns & 


Allen are also possibilities for the 
CBS-TY fall lineup. 





Georgia Gibbs sailing June lf 

‘vacation in England. nd 
| Lina Romay broke an ankle j 
_ traffic crash on Sunset Strip ” 
' Marshall Thompson recoverin 
from emergency appendectomy . 

Bobby Driscoll in town after 
p.a. tour to plug “The Window ” . 

Monte Hale to Oklahoma Cit 
start of three weeks of personais 

William Moss to Odessa. Texas 
to gander his cattle ranch interests’ 

S. N. Behrman to be awarded 
honorary degree by Clark Univer. 
sity. 

David Smith, of Songsmiths re- 
covering from emergency appen. 
dectomy. 

Gregory Peck hospitalized with 
(eye infection, halting work on 
“Twelve O’Clock High” at 20th- 
| Fox, 

Mike Kaplan tock leave of ab- 
; sence from DAILY VARIETY chores 
for trip to Israel; maybe for a year 
he says. ree 

Maurice Davidson suffered head 
injuries when camera mount plate 
| weighing 25 pounds fell from 
scailold on “Gun Crazy” set. 

Steve Broidy, Monogram prexy 
to be guest of honor at 25th anni 
dinner to be tossed by Independent 
Motion Producers Assn., June 2. 

Army orders send Major Barnev 
Oldfield to Honolulu. He’s one- 
time film critic for Nebraska State 
Journal and publicist for Warners 
in Burbank, Cal., returning to the 
Army when the call went out for 
public relations men with civilian 
experience. 


Philadelphia 


By Jerry Gaghan 

Alexis Smith here for four days 
to tee off bond drive. 

Duke Ellington played Temple 
University senior prom Friday 
night (20). ; 

Dizzy Gillespie, who used to 
play local bars, will head show at 
the Click, June 17. 

Creighton Stewart, WCAU gab- 
ber, back on air after a two-week 
bout with laryngitis. 

3ert Parks will m.c. three-hour 
television stunt here Saturday (4) 
ito aid the Cancer Fund. Town’s 
three video stations will carry the 
| telecast appeal. 

Ralph McLean, first clarinetist 
with the Philadelphia , Orchestra, 
stricken on the symph’s recent 
Midwestern tour, replaced by 
Robert McGinnis, of New York 
Philharmonic. 

Bert Parks brings “Stop the 
; Music” radio show to the Academy 
of Music June 4 to aid a newly 
formed synagogue and community 
center in West Philly. Show will 
‘not be broadcast. 


Scotland 


By Gordon Irving 

| Wendy Hiller, Cyril Ritchard 
due at King’s Glasgow, in “Ann 
Veronica” June 13. 

- Ramsden Greig, w.k. show scribe, 
weds Pat Warren, of Glasgow ball- 
room family, June 23. 

Peter Hart, manager of Metro- 
pole, Glasgow, severing connection 
with Frutin management atter six 
years. 

Janet Brown, variety impres- 
sionist, to join Alastair Sim in new 
Bridie play, “The Village School- 
| master.” 

' Harpo Marx, due at the London 
Palladium June 20 for two weeks, 
may follow Danny Kaye at Glas- 
gow Empire. , 

Oldtimers show, starring Gertie 
Gitana, Ella Shields, G. H, Elliott, 
Lily Morris, Randolph Sutton, etc. 
is mulling a U. S. tour offer. 

Cecil Sheridan, Irish comic now 
in Glasgow, returns after Olymp!4, 
Dublin, fortnight, for another 24- 
weeks’ touring in the United King- 
dom. = 

Colin Neil Mackay. drama critic, 
prexy of Scottish Critics’ Circle 
and Scottish publisher, broadcast- 
ing show news on BBC overseas 
Waves. 


ity on 











Amsterdam 


By Den Berry 

La Gaite nitery shuttered. 
Malando’s orch appearing 
International Fair at Utrecht. ; 
| German pic, “The Murderers 
Are Among Us,” doing good biz at 
Uitkijk theatre here. ; 

Dutch Decea Corp. no“ holding 


at the 


monthly get-togethers SS 
publishers following squawks out 


disks of pop tunes were coming 
too late to do any good. _ 
Some switches in radio cit 
at Hilversum; Hugo de Groot aco 
Radio Unie to AVRO, as staff dir m 
‘tor: newscaster James Yoland tro t 
/PCJ to AVRO, and J. van Year 
(also late of Radio Unie) takes ove 
|as head of AVRO’s music dept. 


circles 
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OBITUARIES 


JOSEPH A. VALENTINE 
Joseph A. Valentine, 45, one of | somebody 
Hollywood's top cameramen, died | playwright 
in his sleep May 18 at his home in|! chronic 
Cheviot Hills, Cal. Two months ago 
he won the Academy Award for his | 
color photography on “Joan of 


else. 
: had 
insomnia and 


prior to getting into tub. 
Other major worries 


At A 
Starting as an assistant photog- 
rapher in 1918 on the old Paragon 





| announced her coming marriage to 
Campbell 
suffered 

may 


said 
from 
have 
,taken an overdose of sleep pills 


were also 
out of the question, he said, inas- 
much as Heggen’s royalties from 
book sales and the smash “Roberts” 


7 
aged in Munich after the war when 
a friend, Rudolf Hanzi, president 

_of the Vienna Philharmonic, found 

‘him and brought him to Vienna. 

| The Philharmonic paid all his bills. 

| Pfitzner wrote the operas “Der 
Arme Heinrich,” “Die Rose von 
| Liebesgarten,” ‘Palestrina’ and 
“Das Herz.” 


ber music compositions, four choral 
works and a scherzo for orchestra, 
besides oratorios and concertos for 
violin and piano. 

His works were not played in 
Germany in the last years of the 
war because of his pronounced an- 


lot in Fort Lee, N. dss Valentine be- run to $3-4,000 a week. Play ver- —— to persecution of the 
came a first cameraman in 1924,'sion was in collaboration with ce eis book, “Pictures and 
shooting the Shirley Mason starrer, | Joshua Logan, also co-author and “™Pressions, written after the 
“My Husband’s Wives,” for Wil-| producer of “South Pacific.” War, was dedicated to a Jewish 
liam Fox a | mage Hose Min : He was divorced from Carol friend. 

inated four times for Academy | Lynn Gilmer, to whom his book is _ sa anal — 
eae: for “Wings Over Hono- | dedicated. oo rs GEORGE CHRISTIE 
lulu” in 1937; for “Mad About Mu- ane George C hristie, 76, veteran 
ic’ in 1938; for “Spring Parade” FRANK C. PAYNE character actor, died in Tom's 
in 1940 and for “Joan of Arc” this} Frank C. Payne, 86, died May , River, N. J.. May 20. 


Born in Philadelphia, he first ap- 


vear. ; ; 20 at his home in Long Beach, Cal. pete _ gph SF Ree , : 
The only break in his 31-year During recent years he had toured — i eo sy Mag a mber 
film career was during World War this country and Kurope, for the : : "Theatr — “ dee ag nee 
II], when he served from — Henry Sandage Co.. but for nearly 1894 ged i ‘ae + gg 
rough 1944 as a captain in the five decades he had been in s ete 1 : in "Cs 
throug . ad been in show Richard Mansfield in “Cyrano de 


U. S. Army Signal Corps. 
recent camera 


business, first arranging 


Valentine’s most 


assignment was the Claudette Col-| Riley, who was his brother-in-law. and Dr. Jekyl and Mr. Hyde. 
bert starrer, “Love is Big Busi-| Entering the newspaper business rhe. Only W ay, Barbara Frit- 
ness.” Among his other films in| he became drama critic of the [2l¢: ous. Danes versnee, _ the 
late years were “The Magnificent | Indianapolis Star, and then started Three. a Wins, ., olly * wn a Fast 
Doll,” “Sleep My Love,” “Guest! as a pressagent of road shows ane — mays 50 cee ee | 
Wife” and “So Goes My Love.” A} Born in Wabash. Ind., he always agg Betso 8 ah = ming Pe iggy 
7 7 > © © A ic q . . es € c . A b 

few weeks ago he announced his| thought of himself as a Hoosier. was in “Abe Lincoln in Illinois.” 


intention to abandon lensing for a 
while and direct three pictures in| 
Mexico City, starring Dolores Del 


in New York. 


lecture 
tours for the poet James Whitcomb 


though most of his life was spent 


Payne was general press repre- 


Bergerac,” “A Parisian Romance” 


and last appeared in the Players 
Club revival of “The County Chair- 
man.” - 





Rio. _ , sentative for Werba & Luescher, Survive > a bro . 

gf ie a — of te ae when they hac their great success. | Survived by a brother. 
can Society of Cinematographers | with Christie McDonald, “The | . - +y 
and of Local 659, L[ATSE. Surviving | Spring Maid,” the first musical MRS. CHARLES M. RIPLEY 


are his wife and two-year-old son. 


THOMAS O. HEGGEN 

Thomas O. Heggen, 29, author of 
“Mister Roberts” and co-author of 
the Broadway hit for which his 
book formed the basis, was found 
dead in his N. Y. apartment, May 
19, having drowned in the bathtub. 
Police after investigating possibil- 
ities of homicide or suicide, char- | 
acterized death as accidental. He 
had shared the apartment with} 
Alan Campbell, screenwright and 
former husband of Dorothy Parker, 


years Payne edited the 


national organization. He 


Thompson & 
work with Wells Hawks. 


Payne, of Indianapolis. 





HANS PFITZNER 


comedy to have half a dozen road 
companies, followed by “The Rose 
Maid,” not so successful. For many 
monthly 
put out by N.Y. Theatrical Press- 
agents, before the merger into the 
was at 
the old Hippodrome at the time of 
Dundy, doing press 


Survived by a daughter, Lesley 


Hans Pfitzner, 80, German com- 


Mrs. Charles M. Ripley, a foun- 
der of the Schenectady Civic Play- 
ers and onetime head of the Chat- 
ham Concert Co., died May 21 in 
Boston. Born in Mathews Court- 
house, Va., Mrs. Ripley was society 
editor of the old Knickerbocker 
Press in Albany before moving to 
Schenectady 20 years ago. She was 
widely known as a monologist and 
dramatic reader, and directed many 
of the Civic Players’ productions. 
For the past several years Mrs. 


Ripley had been with the Schenec- | 


tady Gazette. 
A husband, son and sister (Mrs. 


humorist and novelist, now in poser, died in Salzburg, May 22. Flovd Walter. of Albany. who is 
Hollywood. Pfitzner had been without funds oin¢ weecident ’ Agee tite 
’ ‘ : ; . - : vice-president of WROW) survive. 
Campbell, when notified of Heg-| since his bank accounts in Ger- E 
gen’s death, scouted suicide idea|' many and foreign countries were MRS. WILLIAM H. WISE 


blocked 
cent war. 


despite fact that a young actress 
with whom Heggen was reportedly 
romantically interested in recently 


SOLDIERS IN GREASE PAINT 


In F#lemoriam 
1949 


Elmer Baldus George Mack 


Billy Berry Maxine March 


Jean Blackburn Renee 


Peanuts Bohn Ben Reuben 


Norma Brown 


Bob Ripa 
Kid Chapman 

Roy Rognan 
Chandler Christy 

Jack Ross 


Joseph DeSantis 


| Harold Diamond Lionel Royce 


Ruth Donor Al Sebath 


Coburn Goodwin Val Salata 


Ewen Hail Christine Street 
Ed Hutchinson Tamara 
Adelaide Joy Kay Tyler 





Charlie King Evelyn Wahl 


Charlotte King Vern Wahl 
George Krinog William Joseph Walsh 
Emil Lennard James Wilder 


Myles Lyons Gay Young 


during and after the re- 


He was living in a home for the 
























Mrs. Jessie Moore, composer of 
semi-classic songs, died in New 
York, May 17. She was the wife of 
William H. Wise, N. Y. book pub- 
lisher. 

' Mrs. Wise was the composer of 
more than 100 songs. some of 
which were published by G. 
Schirmer, Inc. These included 
“Night Has a Thousand Eyes,” 
“Bring Me Your Cares,” “‘Mary’s 
Eves,” “Enchantment” and 
Lord Has Given Me a Song.” 

Surviving, besides her husband, 

are a daughter and a sister. 


| EARLE F. DORSEY 


flack and more recently operator 
of the Dorsey Concert Bureau, 
died last week at his home in 
| Washington, D. C. 
| He had operated a concert bu- 
reau, booking artists and concerts 
of all types, from 1933 until last 
season. when a stroke forced him 
to retire. Before that, he had 
handled publicity for Loew's Pal- 
ace and Columbia theatres in 
Washington. 
CHARLES G. BOOTH 
Charles Gordon Booth, 51, author 
and screen writer, died at his 
home in Beverly Hills, May 22. 
He wrote “The General Died At 
Dawn,” “Johnny Angel” and other 
widely read books. He won an 
Academy award two years ago for 
' the best original screen story, “The 
' House On 92nd Street.” 
| Surviving are his wife. 
|Lind Booth, and a_ son, 
Rockwell Booth. 


Lillian 
Charles 


DAVID MURRAY 


| David Murray. 50, formerly 
partnered as a dance team with 
his wife Hilda, died in New York 
May 18 of a lingering heart ail- 
ment. As a team the Murray’s 
were long standard 


Since retirement had been with 
Olsen’ & Johnson, Fanchon & 
Marco and latterly television pro- 
duction. Interment was in Pitts- 
burgh, his native city. 

Survived by his wife. 





Mrs. Ellen Nelson Nye, 55. con- 
tralto, died in New Rochelle. N. Y.. 
May 22. She had appeared with 
the New Rochelle Symphony Or- 
chestra as soloist for many years 
and was the wife of Bernard M. 
Nve, director of music education in 
the New Rochelle public schools 

Survived by husband and a 
brother. 










ALONSO SORPO NORIEGA 
Alonso Sordo Noriega, 48, Mexi- 
can radio announcer reputed as 


In addition, he was) 
the author of 100 songs, six cham- | 


“The | 


Earle F. Dorsey, former theatre | 


Latin America’s star sports an 
nouncer died May 20 in Mexico 
City after heart attack. 

He founded and operated radio 
station XEX, Mexico City, and 
often guest announced on CBS 
and other big U. S. webs. Wife, 
two sons and a daughter survive. 


PETER J. DONIGAN 

Peter J. Donigan, 79, scenic de- 
signer, died in Wilmette, Ill., re- 
cently. He created the original 
stage background for the “Wizard 
of Oz” in 1903 and _ designed 
scenery for the Chicago Opera Co 
and Ravina Park. 

Survived by two sons. 





OWEN DAVIS, JR. 

Davis, Jr., 42, NBC tele- 
vision exec producer and son of 
the noted playwright. drowned in 
Long Island Sound Saturday (21 
after falling overboard from a 
sloop. He was a former legit. film 
and radio actor 

Details in Television section 


Owen 


JOHN V. ZWINAK 
John V. Zwinak, 47. Kudner Ad- 
vertising Agency art director, died 
in New York, May 22 
He had previously been art di- 
rector for the Ward Wheelock and 


Young & Rubicam ad agencies and 
of Good Housekeeping mag 
ARTHUR H. ROSS 

Arthur H. Ross, 38, NBC tele- 

vision set designer, was found 

hanged Sunday afternoon (22) in 


an NBC cellar prop room in Radio 
City, . x, 

Details in Television section 

MARIE LE BEAU 

Marie Le Beau, 75, former aerial- 
ist with Ringling Bros., Barnum & 
Bailey Circus, died in Chicago, 
May 14. 


Leo Berr, 28, commercial pho- 
tographer and son of Waldorf-As- 
toria bandleader Mischa _ Borr, 
suicided in his New York studio, 
May 18, according to police re- 
ports. Besides father, he leaves a 
wife and his mother. 

Wife, 75, of Harry FE. Brown, 
pioneer exhibitor, died at the 
Kane, Pa., May 10. Survived by 
husband and son, Clifford Brown, 
who operates two theatres in that 
city. 

Mother, 86, of Paul Hollister, un- 
til recently RKO Pictures eastern 
studio rep, died May 21 in Grand 
Rapids, Mich., where she was prom- 
inent in social and civie affairs 


Daughter 2, of Mr 


and Mrs 
Charles St. John was drowned in 
the flood May 23 at Forth Worth 


Father is an announcer at KCNC, 
Fort Worth. 


Daughter, 24, of Jack Davis. for- 
merly with the Little Carnegie 
Theatre in New York, died in Lon- 
don, May 15. 


Frank Testera, 61. chief elec-. 
trician on the Charles Chaplin lot 
for 25 years, died May 20 in Holty- 
wood. 


Sid Caplan, projectionist for 
Warner Bros.’ Chi theatres, died in 
Chicago May 16. Surivived by wife. 
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best notices a new singer has had 
in years. The Mertens, Parmelee 
and Brown division of Columbia 
booked the singer for a few, scat- 
tered concert and radio dates tor 
the balance of this season, and set 
about making bookings for next 
vear. Response, largely based on 
the N. Y¥. reviews and word-of- 
mouth. has been ‘fantastic,’ accord- 
ing to concert veterans. 

Singer is completely sold out 
now for next season, with about 50 
bookings for solo recitals or with 
orchestras. What is more unusual 
is that an artist absolutely unknown 
here this season becomes a top re- 
citalist in the next, having been 
sold at top fees, reportedly around 


$1,500 a date. The Metropolitan 
has been negotiating for Mme. 
Nikolaidi for opera appearances, 


but won't get her next season be- 
cause she'll be completely booked 
for concerts. Besides, Columbia is 
reported as feeling it sold Mme. 
Welitsch too cheaply to the Met, 
and doesn't want to make the same 


mistake with Mme. Nikolaidi. 
Singer has been a leading art- 


ist with the Vienna State Opera for 


some years. She's booked with 
the N.Y. Philharmonic under Di- 
mitri Mitropoulos next season, 


singing Clytemnestra in a concert 
version of Strauss’ ‘Elektra.’ 
She’ll also make her first alfresco 
appearance at the Lewisohn Stad- 
ium, N.Y., July 9, with Alexander 
Smaiiens conducting. 


MARRIAGES 


Madalyn O’Shea to Jabez Gray, 
New York, May 20. Bride is head 
of the drama department at Sarah 
Lawrence college and veepee cf 
Theatre Production Service; he’s 
in cast of “Life With Mother,” at 
the Empire, N. Y. 

Quinn Kramer to R. E. McLain, 
Onawa, Ia., May 14. Bride is radio 
writer. 

Juanita Wauer to Jim Dockum, 
Des Moines, May 20. Bride is 
songstress with WHO in that city. 

Margaret Crossfield to Klaus W. 
Kolmar, Greenwich, Conn., May 
19. Bride is asst. seenic designer 
for Spa Summer theatre, Saratoga, 
N. Y.; he’s pressagent for same 
troupe 

Adele Scott 
Chicago, May 
ganist; he’s an 

Ann Todd to 


to Richard Paige, 
15. Bride is an or- 
NBC vocalist 
David Lean, Lon- 
don, May 21 Bride is a screen 
actress; he’s a producer for J. 
Arthur Rank productions 

Helen M. Korday to Col. Charles 
A. Miiler, Ft. Meyer, Va., May 2] 
Bride is television personnel direc- 
tor at National Broadcasting Co 

Lona Puschett to Albert Tannen- 
baum, New York, May 7. Bride is 
with WMGM record programming 
dept. 

Maria Girolami to Giuseppe Di 
Stefano, New York, May 23. He's 
a Metopera tenor. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. C. Ross Littig, Jr., 
son, Chicago, May 14. Father is an 
account exec with J. Walter 
Thompson agency in Chi. 

Mr. and Mrs. V. N. Barrington, 
son, New York, May 13. Mother is 
Betty Luster, legit actress 

Mr. and Mrs. James Murray, 
daughter, Pittsburgh, May 15. 
Father's manager of Station KQV. 


Mr. and Mrs. Brian McDonald, 
daughter, St. Paul, recently. Father 
is m.c, of “Iee-Capades;” mother’s 


the former Patti Phillippi, of same 
show. 

Mr. and Mrs. Julian Berman, 
son, Cuba, May 17. Father is 
Metro manager in that territory 

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Wilkins, daugh- 
ter, Des Moines, May 9. Father is 
a musician at WHO there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Spike Jones, son, 
Hollywood, May 19. Mother is the 
former Helen Grayeo, band singer; 
father is the bandleader 

Mr. and Mrs. Samuel M. Kirbens, 
twins, Hollywood, May 18. Father 
is a lawver at Columbia Pictures 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Gessenoff, 
daughter, New York, May 22. 
Mother is daughter of Al Friend (& 
Downing), vet vaude’ performer 
and now columnist of N. Y. West- 
side News, nabe weekly 





| Russians Choosey | 
Continued from | 
him by the MPEA, but no word 
from the Russians as yet on wheth- 
er he’ll be admitted. MPEA is as- 
suming he will be. 

Soviet, under terms of the John- 
ston agreement, must purchase a 
minimum of 20 pix—or others in 
blocks of 20—-to take advantage of 
the best price set. This is $50,000 
per film. If less than 20 are bought, 
fee automatically goes up to $100,- 
000 per pic. Likewise, if 21 are 
purchased price would be $50,000 
for the first 20 and $100,000 fer the 
additional one. 

Since it took six months from 
the time the first list of 100 was 
dispatched until any word wis re- 
ceived from Moscow, MPEA is not 
looking for quick results regarding 
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the supplementary list sent last 

week. 

| Bills Next Week 

| 

mem Continued from page 47 
Blackhawk Hotel Stevens 

Al Trace Ore “Skating Circus” 

Bob Vincent Beity Atkinson 

Jackie Van Charles Hain 

Red Maddock Wonder Wheelers 

Dave DeVore Brinckmann Sis. 

Lee Pines Skating Bivdears 

F Charles & Luciiie 
Blackstone Jack Raffloer 

Lena Horne Jerry Mapes 

D. La Salle Ore 12) G & B Du Ray 

Gloria Bondy 


Chez Paree 
Tony Martin 
Gene Baylos 
Chez Paree 

Adorables 
J Rodriquez Ore 
C Davidson O (1) 
Manor & Mignon 


Buddy Rust 
Paimer House 

Barclay Allen O 

TY & S De Marco 

| Margaret Phelan 

‘one to fill) 
| Sherman Hotel 
Harry Hall 


Pann Merryman Bil! Snvder Ore 
Helsings “Salute to Rodgers 
Al Morgan & Hammerstein” 
Suzanne King Honey Dreamers 
Johnny O’Leary Ralph Sterling 
Billy Chandler Ore John Kriza 
Ruth Ann Koesun 
Hotel Bismarck Eric Braun 
Cass Franklin Silver Frolies 
fonica Moere Davy Dawn & 
Toni Gauer Dusk 
J Brewer Ore Joe E. Ross 
H Edcewater Beach Evelyn Terry 


Bud Prentice Ore 
Vine Gardens 
Lind Bros (3) 
Vickey Sharp 
Velma Sherry 
Mel Cole Ore 
Pancho Ore 


Buddy Morino Ore 
Marianne Fedele 

Preston Lambert 

PD Hild Dancers (6) 
Charlie Carts 

Di Gitanos (2) 


i; The Carltons (2) ‘ 
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and his ORCHESTRA 


On the Air Every Wednesday 


STARTING JUNE 1st 
9:30 to 10 P. M. EDST 


ABC — COAST TO COAST, 
for 






Personal Mgt. 


GABBE, LUTZ & HELLER 





HIGH LIFE 


“The Champagne of Bottle Beer’ 
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